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PREFACE. 



BLESSED be the Lord our Ood, for ever and 
ever: and blessed be his glorious name, which is 
exalted above all blessing and praise! 

Before the throne of our covenant Grod, Jehovah 
in three mysteriously distinct ^persons, our souls de- 
sire to fall low; and while overwhelmed with the 
consciousness of the depravity of our nature, and the 
meanness of our offering, even such as we' would 
praise thee, O Lord most High ! 

By the unspeakable privilege of adoption we 
present ourselves before our heavenly Father, pre- 
senting our humble claim as children of the chosen 
family; and in words which are furnished us by our 
ever-adorable covenant Head, we will say, with our 
thoughts recurring to our worthless services in the 
subsequent pages, — "We thank Thee, O Father, Lord 
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IV PREFACE. 

of heaven and earth, that thou hast not (in our in- 
stance) bestowed these things on the wise and pru- 
dent, but hast revealed them unto babes. Even 
so. Father: for so it seemed good in thy sight!" 

It hath been the good pleasure of his will, from 
age to age, that the Lord should appoint and direct 
his servants, in ministering for the benefit of his 
Church, to write concerning the things which make 
for her peace and prosperity: and at no period of 
her history hath the Lord been without his witnesses, 
who were and are enabled to place on record, the 
manifold displays of his loving-kindness, and of the 
spiritual advantages derived thence. 

In our unassuming pages the attempt is made to 
prosecute this purpose; and with that end in view, 
—-notwithstanding their numerous defects, and the 
insertion, in some instances, of matter which may be 
considered irrelevant, — we venture to lay our FiEST 
Volume before the Church. But we cannot do so 
without calling on the goodly company of our patrons 
and correspondents, to unite with us in fervent prayer 
.to the God of all grace, that he would grant unto us 
this, the first, the continued, and the last desire of 
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PREFACE. V 

our hearts, — ^that his glory may be advanced m the 
profit of his Church' being our reward. 

In the name of Him who openeth and no man 
shuttethf and who shutteth and no man openeth, we 
most cordially and, truly thank our Mends, respec- 
tively, for the communications which are in accordance 
with the original ensign of " The Spiritual Magazine; 
or. Saint's Treasury." These, and such as these, are 
they which it is our ambition to receive, and whose 
writers we esteem it the highest earthly honour ta 
call brethren and companions. 

We speak not here of personal acquaintance; for 
but few of our correspondents are known by us, 
excepting through their kind favours. Some, prove 
themselves to be fathers in Christ, to whom we 
presume not to dictate; needing rather to be in- 
structed of them. Others, we consider it our duty 
to remind of an important point, which they will do 
well continually to have in view, if required to con- 
tend for the doctrine which is according to godUhess. 
When holding fast the faithfulword^ they are enabled 
hy sofmd doctp,ne to exhort the gainsayers; let none 
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VI PREFACE. 

of 0\it friends suppose, or act as though they did^ that 
the enemy may be driven from his strong holds by 
the might of their own arm. But having offered 
thdr faithful testin^cmy agamst the encroachments 
of evmXf let them remember who hath said,-— *and 
by the immutability of his counsel confirmed it by 
an oath, — ^'^ God shall persuade Japheth!" 

The present Volume bears ample testimony, in the 
productioQs of several Correspondents, to a scriptural 
and consistent mode of conducting such ailments. 
We need add no more. 

We acknowledge thankfuUy every intimation re- 
cdived, tending to advance the spiritual interest of 
our Publication while now in its infancy; and are 
proud to state that each, so far as we are concerned, 
shall be promptly acted on, or, if not of immediate 
moment, as occasion may require. 

jiV(Mi7 iJie God of peace ^ that brought again from 
the dead our Lord Jems^ that great shepherd of the 
sheep, through the blood qfthe everlasting covenant, 
make you (our contributors and friends) perfect in 
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PREFACE. vii 

every good work to do his tvill, tvoi^king in you that 
which is well pleasing in his sights through Jesus 
Christ; to whom he glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Editors. 



TO JEHOVAH. 



L 

When men of God, inspired by grace divine, 

Jehovah's will in faithfulness record. 

And speak of things eternal, as the line 

Which bounds the being of Heaven's mighty Lord ; 
Moved by the Holy Ghost, they wondering tell. 
Of deeds all glorious, and imspeakable. 

n. 

The blissful tenor of each high-wrought theme. 
One course, undeviating, they pursue ; 
From fount of love and grace, the living stream 
Runs sweetly on, and flows divinely throu^; 

To testify of Thee, great Son of God! 

Thy complex person, and thy precious blood. 

HI. 
Nor more— nor less— declare the sovereign grace 
Of love paternal, dateless, and as free ; 
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Which binds eternally the chosen race. 
To Son— to Spirit— and, O God, to Thee, 

Our Heavenly Father! from whose covenant store 
Of grace receiving, Thee thy Church adore. 

IV. 

Less skilled than they, but with no other aim. 

Help us, O Lord, thy precious truth detail; 

To thee, Jehovah, we prefer our claim-— 

Thy promise, as Thyself, can never ML; 

Then shall * the Saints' rejoice with us to see. 
Our labors blest, in this their ** Treasury." 
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Spiritual Magazin^t 

OK, 

SAINT'S TREASURTi 

^Ther^ are Three that bear record in heaven^ M^ Father,. 
. the Word, and the Spirit, 1 John y. 7. 

Contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the 
saintSf Jude 3« 



THE MYSTERY O^ THE KINGDOM OF GOD, 
GIVEN TO BE KNOWN ONLY, TO THE CHIL- 
DREN OF THE KINGDOM. 

An Introductory Discourse 

FOR THE SPIRITUAL MAGAZINE, 

My ROBERT HAWKER, D. D. 

Vicar of Charles, Plifm&uth. 



And He said unto them, unto you it is given to know the. mystery of 
the kingdom of God: hut unto them that are without; all these 
things are done in Parables, Mark iv. 11, 

Xt is too plain a truth to need any thing mpre in confirmation » 
than the simple stateipent; namely, that nothing can rise above its 
source.' .The ntflttrii/ apprehension, can never receive what is supier^ 
natural. • The child in nature unborn, can perform no one act of 
animal life. Neither ean the sinner, while remaining dead in tres- 
passes and sins, conceive a thought, much less put forth an exertion, 
to the attainment of what is spiritual. And hence the decisive, aiKi 
unalterable doctrine of our most glorious. Christ; the new birth 
must precede, an entrance into his kingdom. John iii. 3t— 5. 

The niystery of th^s kingdom of God is a spiritual subject, im- 
possible to be understood, by any but such as are spiritually taught. 
When by regeneration. the child of God is rendered capable of dis- 
cerning divine truths, and matriculated into the school of Christ ; 
th/§n, and not before, he is brought under the pupilage of the Holy 
Gh.ost: and theuy all those sublime principles, of our most holy 
faith, begin to open upofi the renewed mind,, and are enlarged jinore, 
and more, undes their several bearings, to the spiritual apprehension 
of the Lord's people ; not indeed in the words which mans 'wisdom 
ieaeheth, hui sio$ich the HohY Ghost ieachefhi comparing mriUml 
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2 THE SPIRITUAl* MAGAZINE ; 

tkmgi.u>fi^ spiritual. But it it tmmediatelf aiMl IfLfi^^im scrip- 
ture ; He 1Mk9%l0iim^f€cehethndPthe tking$^of iht S^l^itiic b/^OD : 
for they are foaUshneas unto him ; neither can he know them, becauee 
they are spiritually discerned, 1 Cor. ii. 18, 14. Observe the sacred 
scripture doth' ii6t sa\% thiit the oatAral ftiaa.fOtff Ifof Receive them : 
but that he cannot. All the powers of reason and argament, are in- 
competent to impress divine trutiis, upon the^amai^ understanding ! 

This statement is set forth in a great variety of places, in the woid 
of Ooi>; bui in none with greater emphasis of language, than by the 
^ON of God himself^ iathewords^iyefore you,, fron^ the Evadgetist. 
Drawing the same line of everlasting distinction, which uniformly 
ilom the beginnitigef the time-state of the Church, through all ages; 
hath marked him that serveth God, from him that servetk him not ; 
the Lord hath here, not only stated the vast difference, but traced 
it to its c&use. Speaking to his Disciples, to whom grace had been 
shewn, for the apprehension of divine things, Jbsus said ; unto wm 
it is.giwn to know the mystery of the kingdom of God : but unto ihfim 
that are^wtthout, alllMese things are done in parables t What those 
mysteries are, in relation to th)s sublime doctrines of the gospel,' con- 
cerning the Church <yf our most glorious Christ ; I shall briefly 
glance at, as I prosecute the subject. And then «ttdeaivor to shew 
tiie special; &nd personal privileges of the Lord's people 1;o whom it 
is given to know them. But pr^vidudy I would beg^ that the doc- 
trine itself, may «aIl>forth a pause, by way of pondering its vast, and 
momentous consequence* . . 

There is not a sentence in the Bible, when duly considered, more 
strikingly calculated. to arrest attention. It is here most graciously 
iMtid, by our most glorious ChriiST, that it is giten. to them : (that fs 
his people)^o know the mystery 6f thi kingdom. Neither merit, nor 
demerit ; deservings, nor undeservings' ; are taken into the.&ocoitet. 
All is the free, sovereign will, and pleasure, of God. On the inverse 
side of the subject, it is said; but unto them that aire without ; all 
these things are done in parable / iTo them that aire wUh&ut! Not-ltt^ 
dnded in the election of grace 1 And these Mo distinct cladses 6f 
men, divide the whole world. Let a congregation howev^ nuraeronnly 
assembled, be ascertained by this standard \ and ultiinately, it mu§t 
be brought tothis dettsion^ namely the »<e|^efierfi#^;>to Whoni-i« givett 
to know the my^ery of the kingdom i and the iinr^M^itetf ; whd ki 
the sotemn liinguage of this text, are call^,**lA€iM that are witheut^ 
And at the close of evei^ ordinance, in the ministry of th^Vi^rd, if 
the q^leation^ere put, as by the Prophet il ft^h& hath Mieifed^ou^-re- 
port; and to whom is the arm of the Lord rtfeeAUdf' Isaiah 4f it. li 
th^ answer concerning tike former would be; they, t6 i»h&m is'giteh 
tokli^M the mystery of the kingdom. And ootioe^ning the latter,- the 
Prophefslanguage would be»iUk^ him of old; Thm 8imF,Ak!L^n6 
Go^ r they say ^me, d^thht not spei^ parables ll^ki^ xx. 49. 

iff detain you it little longer, hi a ivay of pfe<e%ei&'tO't^ s^bjieoti 
befoM thi^l^ttter upon the snbject ttself, it ^bah onl;^ bes t^l^rin^ 
be(flMr(^'y%«, a futtber confiitnatiott of this mofat solMtl, but mosi" un^ 
^|4i«ntiotfillle tmth> 6f the effect that iimriahly ftilbi^prenehin^i 
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OS^ SAINT« TBEASUKX- ' ^ 

ukI wbiiA tkttSQJH of God hath tUted, ivhtn Ht liiaui«tf wiiii^aif^ 
. Preacher, t^A^ ^^ake oi mvfr numtpake. When J^av9 had finiph^ 
his sayiDgSy in ihe audience of the people, iq his divine Sermon, on 
the Mount; the \jOKD closed up his Uiscourse, in similar termn, to 
those which have been noticed. Who$ocver hem-eih tke$e Mryu^f of 
mint and doetk them, I will Uken him unto a wiu mmt which built Mi 
home upon a roek. And the r^iin deicended, end theJUods came, mud 
Uewinde-Plew, and beat upon that kouee { and it feli fiot, far it wa§ 
founded tgfon a rock. And every one that heareth theee fayinge of 



'ronddacth them not, ehalibe likened unto afooUeh umu which 
buili hi* house, t^ion the eand. And the rain deecend^dt am! the fioode 
U9me, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house, and it fell, and 
great was the fall of it. Matt. vii» 24— 27- In the character of those» 
9ur l.o^J9 here dei/cribes» a# bearing his sayings, and doing them» we 
have the Portraits of tbe men in the regeneration, tbiCe icrA^ni tf given, 
to bww the mystery of the kingdom of G.od. By regeneration, or the 
new'birtb, they are called forth to the exercise of the spiriinai facu}* 
ties, the Lord hath given tbem* Ifen^e they are spiritually alive Co 
divine things. Their eyes are ealigbteoed to see the hope of their 
callings They hear, and know, the joyful sound* - They ukaik in the 
Ught of Goi>*9 .countenance. Every spiritual faculty is avtahened 
and engaged. And as all the Persons in th^ GoDHRAokaia 
co-operated in giving the highly favored objects of divine lo«e» . to 
know the mystery of the hingdom : they are enabled from tbe ittn# 
divine gift to build all theif hopes, of everlastii^g happiness, upon.tba 
Rock Christ Jesus, as the visijble J^hovaHj in all the purposes^ 
counsel* will, apd pleasure, of Gob, in the Prr»qf of jRsmi 
Christ. So that- when, ac^rding to the figurative language heee 
lised, of Mns, waA floods, and winds, descending, the rains of sia 
^md corruption^ the torrents of temptations, and the winds of p/ar*- 
aecution, «U pour in upon the soul} yet fouiyd^d on Christ Jbsos, 
the child of Gpo stands firm, and unshaken^ and weathers o«t evieffy 
atorm. According to another beautiful similitudetbe Lord himsdf 
beiiig their security, he is* the hiding place from the wind 2 anda 
covert from the tempest ; as rivers pf water in a dry place, as the shadow 
of. a great roeh ina weary land, Isaiah «»ii. 2, Here the figure is 
.extended further. For Christ is not paly an impjregnaUe fortMsa 
and security, where his people are garrisoned by his. divine pneaeoce ; 
and where he himself receives all the battering rams Und weapons :of 
artillery, fired against them : but be supplies them withitti as he de- 
fends them without ; and not only bepomes tlieir shelter from the 
stoxni, but their sustenance from all famine. Aecording to that sweet 
promise ; He shall dwell on high ; his place of defence shall be the 
mmnitions of rooks : bread shall be given him : his waters shall be sure, 
jeaiah s^xv 16- But now beb<^ tbe contrast. He that haiUs bis 
house on the sand ; namely, on himself, and his own fancied attain- 
jnenta in nature^ is, (to use the language of this scfipture,) amnmg 
4hem that are without. Unregepierate, unrenewed, untaught of GO0 .: 
^U the mysteries of the kingdom are a parable to hUn. And fevhe^.lhe 
.time of trial €tm^ ; when, like the storm of yrifxi^ md rain, 
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upon u hovte, bit d«j of accpuht arrfTes, and he is called upon %(ii 
enter eterniU; he embariis on rotten planks, in a hoat of his own' build- 
ittg, nith which none taught of God would CTeh Tenture to cross a 
l^ry. He hath nothing but a rope of sand for his cablcy while the 
ioods of Justice are beating, like so many cataracts upon hitai, and 
the whirlwind of divine vengeance is sweeping him away f Well 
might the Lord say in that solemn scripture; If the rtgkteout 
McarcBli^ he taved: where shall the mngodfy, and the Hnner appear f 
% Pet. iv. 18. 

But it is time to make some enquiry, feonceming the mystery of the 
kingdom f which is ^'sefi to be knoum, to the children of the kingdom. 
Given them to be knoum. That is, given to them, a spiritual apprehension 
of their divine grace, and operations for enjoyment. Not given them 
to explain, but to believe : not to call forth their curiosity to search 
after what is unfathomable ; but to receive all their blissful manifes- 
tations, for their everlasting welfare, in their hearts. This is expressed 
in Crrist*s own words, when he saith; unto you it is given to know 
the mysteries of the kingdom. The secret of the Lord is with them 
that fear him ; and'he wiU shew them his Covenant, Psalm xxv. i4» 
fhey shall ktaow, the everlasting love of the Holy Three in One, 
which bear record in heaven, by the grade, which is shewn £bem from 
<sach, personally, in, and to, their own souls. ' They shall kindw the 
idve of God the Father, in choosing, adopting, and accepting Ihem 
in Christ. They shall know the love of God the Bon, in betrothing 
them to himself before all worlds, and redeeming them' during the 
Isme state of the Church, while on earth, ' from the Adam-faW trans- 
gression. And they lihall knoW the Ibve of God the HoLY Ghost* 
in the original, and eternal anointing of them, in Christ, vi4iett they 
were fir^t thosen in Christ ; and regenerating them from the Tuins 
of the fall, when they^ were dead in trespasses andsins. Here iis the 
true spiritual knowledge, which our adorable Lord saith, concern^ 
ing the mystery of the kingdom, is given the children of the king^ 
dom to know; and which, as it is the basis of all spiritual know- 
ledge, for the present life of faith ; so is it comprehensive, of all that 
will form the happiness of the people of God, in a life to come. ^' 

And I take' odcasion herefroni' to observe, the very great blessed- 
ness >of this knowledge, as the foundation 'for every other, of a spirk- 
liaj and eternal nature, in that it brings the regenerated ehifd of God, 
into a personal knoi^ledge of and communion with, All the Persons in 
the Godhead. For while each, and evciry divine act of grace, from 
the Father; Son, and Holy Ghost, bears'the fullest testiiiionies; 
of the infinite power of each, and thereby demonstrates the unity of 
the divine essence; it ho less defines, the distinct and personal acts 
of each, so as to prove the plutslity of Persons in the Godhead. For 
example, * If I am regenerated, and bom agtrin ; I hereby prove the 
personal act of God the Holy Ghost to my peJ*son as Iain in Christ: 
in his washing of regeneration in CnkiisT jESibs.* And this regener- 
atibn is not to make me a child of God, but to demonstrate that I am 
SMkoi and that from everlasting; Gal. iv. 6. And this regeneration is 
liotbiy redemption, for that hi|tfa beetaf and is^tbe sole and incommd- 
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vCcaHe woilt of my motC glorfous Citrut., But by Kfeiieratioii, I 
am brought intp a new and spiritual life to eajoy it. Atod hence, bf 
its thus being given to me to know the myttefy of the kingdom; 1 am 
brought into a saving knowledge of, the love of GoB the Father'^ 
the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the communion of th(i 
Holy Ghost. I stay not to enlarge upon the other mysterious 
truths connected with what I have mentioned. The unity of the 
divine essence in his Trinity of Persons, is the first and lead* 
jog one, of every other. And the regenerated child of God, to whom 
is given to know this mystery of the kingdom, in the personal^ prae- 
ti<Md, and experimental manner in his own soul, which on scripture 
testimony 1 have here jast glanced at as i proposed, will not be « 
stranger to all Uiat is connected with it, in the &ith of Gob's 
elect. . 

I said when I had briefly adverted to the mystery of the kingdom, 
I would endeavor to shew the special, and personal privileges of the 
LoRB^s people, to whom it it given to know them, Apd these are 
fb ^l^in, and clear, and palpable, that the highly favored objects of 
such di^tihguishing grace, who enjoy such mercy, can need no mpi'e, 
than the contemplation of their contrasted circumstances to others^ 
even, as the solemn word of our Lord expresseth it, them that 
ere without ; to feel impressions of divine goodness. Nay, the re- 
collection of their own former state will shew them, when in the days 
of their unregeneracy, they weiSe living, as others do, in the vanity 
of their mind ; without <Groi), and without Ghbisj in the world! 
What an awakening scripture 'is that of the Holy Ghost, by Paul, 
to the Church? Ephes. ii. 1. to the end. But the limits allot^d me 
will niot iidibit of my c^nlarging further. 

And what is, or ought to be, the result, from this view of the sub- 
ject? Who among you, is enabled to accept the gracious declara- 
tion of our most gloirious CifRi^Tf ^m) from a wellTgrounded hQt>e» 
in the ansurance of being regenerfite^, can, and doth,, make .applica*^ 
tion of the words of GifRiST, as addressed to himself, when-JE^us 
saith ; Unto you t> givten to know tAemye(efy of the kingdom of GoD ! 
Ohi how impossible it is to conceive the incalculable greatness of 
the mercy I And who» un^fir the consciousness of being a partaker 
of it, but must feel consti^^ined, to cry out with the Apostle, and say 
j»s he 4id; Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable, gift I 2 Cor. 
fei* 15. 

And let not the redeemed, and regenerated child of God, overlook, 
er for a moment foiji^et,. the unspeakabl^tiess of the blessing, in ^at 
it is altogether a gift, free, unmerited, unlooke^ for, unthou^t.of; 
yea, not only without any deserving^, but against all deservings. How 
fully comes. home to the soul pf the regenerated child of God,, upon 
T a, thousand occasions in life, that sweet scripture; For who maketh 
thee to differ from another ?, and what hast t^ that thou diet not 
',9efmve? 1 Cor. iv. 7. 

And let not the little ones among the chil^re^ of the kingdom, at 
' any time call in question, their sonship. and adaption, in the family 
' ef graqe^pn acpouat of tbeir slander knowledge, or little ^ttainm^pU 
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«iid do 4bey feel the plague of their own heart } Haye they soul •»• 
lisfying^ views of the iol^tte dignity of Christ's Parson ; and the 
l»fioite fidaeas and suitability of Christ's finished salvation ) These 
ll»iogs are.oot tearui la nature's school; neither oan«ay ttnawakened^ 
anv^eoerated sinner, ever know them. What our .attainments are» is 
iM>thiDg. What Christ is, becomes the whole. -AH the children of 
a fismiy among men, are not of equal stature^ equal ability, equal 
S^« • Neither among the children of the k'mgdom» do all possess 
e^uai apprehensions, equal feelings, equal enjoyments* But aU the 
household of the former if children, are of the same stock, and. line* 
Sge. And all of Uie latter, are alike quickened into the same spiritual 
li£e : bave one, and the samei union, one, and thcisqine interest.. £phes« 
iv. 7— 13. 

. The Qo D of all grace, bkss with his savor, these wocds 46 those unto 
whom he bath given to know ike myHer^ of . the kingdom ; and make 
that kaowledge, introductory to aU spiritual understfinding : thotyo 
iwy walk worthy of the Lord tin to allpkaeing,' Mng fruitful in 
ffttry good work, and inereaeing in theknovgledge <^GoD« Colossians 



TO MOURNING SOULS. 

^ ' 1 unll restore comfart to Mm^ and to his mourners^ 

Isaiah Ivir. 18. 

. That part of the Lordii family which is uestoved from the 
state of bondage and slavery to Satan^ and brought into the 
tight and liberty of the- Gospel, though possessors each and all 
iof tbem of corrupt natures, which are a constant source of grief ;-^ 
though subject to endure much, from" die cares and connections of 
the world, and liable constantly to be atinoyed by the incursions of 
Ike great enemy of Souls ; — yet, having boldness of access to the 
«iercy-seat, oft4imea experience such -commuaioa with • the Lord 
lesus, that drinking deeply of the cup of salvation, they forget thdSr 
fo^m'ty, and remember theh' misery no more,, 

But intermingled with this highly privileged class, there are those, 
^equally Interest in our dear Lord's favor, who are not yet grown 
to fhat comeliness and goodly stature in the household of faith. 
Those who are not only laboring in conflict with One or other, or 
^eveb all; of the above named enemies to the soul ; but who also do 
mirt «njoy freedom of iutercourse at the mercy-seat. 

They by their every day experience exemplify to others^ the (Me 
«lHMractev of the chosen family ; but lacking the enjoi^iilent of fellow- 
<Arip with Christ, they continually discourage themselves, and cease 
^f«%lth the oomplaitiing Prophet to exclaim ;-^ JM^hmoi^^AefU 
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tcrjf, and thou witt not ^Ae^fiF' ef^m^jf^unh Tv^tE^and thou wilt 

but siich pochr souU naVe had . already spiritual vieics of Christ, 
as set forth the salvation of his peopl^^ is proved, by the spiritual 
dMre« excitcfd in theim AUd^ doubtless, if tbey ebuld W persuade'4 
of this, much discouragemenl \rou|d Ik ^removed; but it is generally 
the case, that the Lord permits hi^ young ones, ^t thi^ stage of their 
expl^ri^nce, to dbubt ihdre or less, continually, the genuine nature of 
their desires ; knd in much mercy leaves them, (not withdraws hi^ 
love!) to their trials and 'exercises : whereby they gain (though thej^ 
do not' observe it, till the exercises cease,) much real pro^t to tbeiQ-: 
sdves ; andf, the issue brings most glory to him« 

It is to be lamented, that the dear children of Cod in general re- 
flect^ (sonie under the influence of unbelief, riot all) so .tittle,, on the 
worth of spiritual desites. Oh! what comfort mighi he .brought 
into the mind of the mourning ones, if the Lord the. Spirit w<)re oui 
to opeii the understanding, to realize even a sinall portion of th^ in^ 
finite talue of whiat' Divines have called, a good thought of Christ ( 
The afflicted soul would thereby be enabled immediately to revert ti^ 
the days of his unregeneracy, when his whole aft'ectioi^s were earthly, 
densual, devilish ; and contrasting them with the present, howeve^ 
dreary, however apparently hopeless they may often appear, fai^ 
trould learn in some degree how to prize the inestimable privilege. 

Thei Writer cannot refrain here, from alluding to the Lord's (^If 
ings with himself; though he does not believe that they vai^ m nnj 
important degree, from gracious operations in general^ Number- 
less have been the instances wherein, when most absorbed ia thf 
concerns 6f business ; when the cares of the worldi like the stormy 
sea, have predicted the utmost diistress ; and he has anticipated the 
being lost in the gulph that appeared before him; when, oppres^ied 
by his heart's corruptions ; when, iaunte^ and lormeiited by Sataii'ti 
devices ;-^his mind has been called lip out of the dreary den he ivtf 
habits ; — the Lord the Spirit hath verified his engagements, to ta^e 
of the things of Christ, and shew them to the soul ; anjd he hi^shaii 
bis strength renewed, hiis hopes confirmed, and his whole soul made 
glad, not only by good thtiughts of the Saviour, but by the preseqi^ 
of Jesus, and the ughtof his Reconciled countenance. 

l*he Writer has gone forth for^ a season,, from so gracious i^ 
▼ikit, in divine strength, and with joyful ianticipations of ^oon being 
freed from all that interposes itself between him and his (x>ra, and 
o/'setifig kith /ace to face. 

Further remarks must be postponed, for want of space ; bujt 
ahpiild the Conductors of th^ Spiritual Maga^zlne give publicity to 
these, the Wirijter v^ill i^ his next communication, endeavor, to .say 
^M bf himself, ^d more of bis. Lord. 

' • i / . ' W. 

limsg^^'. ■■■;•• .•.•■'■■■. " •■'.• : 
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PAUUS TESTIMONY 

CONCERNING THE RESURRECTION OF OITR LORD JESUS' 

CHRIST. 

And hut cfall he wot Meen o/meaUo, oic/ane batn put of due time^ 

1 Cor. XV. 8. 

Not sinj^ly Hjolis Bcripture^ but the whole Chapter before us, is of 
the utmost impotjUuice. The subject is interesting. The knowledge 
and belief of thS' Resurrection of Christ, and the elect dead in 
Christ, by virtue of their union to him, and by his power whereby, 
he is able to subdue all things unto himself; is of the utmost im- 
portance, to the well being and happiness of our minds in a time 
state. It is the very fundamental truth, to bear up our faith, and 
fill us with a joyful prospect of that glorious immortality, we as 
saints, are to partake of, at our resurrection from the grave, by 
Jesus Christ our Lord. The whole of the Chapter out of which I 
have selected the above verse, is truly sublime. It begins^with a most 
solemn Preface, " Moreover brethren, I declare unto you the gospel 
which I preached unto ypu, which also you have received, and wherein 




► you 

for our sins according to the Scriptures. And that he was buried, 
and that he rose again the third daiy, according to the Scriptures." — 
Verses 1 to 4. 

He then proceeds to mention the names otihb Apostles, and others 
unto whom our Lord appeared, after his Resurrection from the dead. 
See verses 5 — 8. He then admires and magnifies the grace of God towards 
himself, and says, that as he was a witness of Christ's resurrection fro;n 
the dead; so he, and the other Apostles preached the same glorious 
fact, and its consequences which were universally and cordially received 
1)y all true believers. See verses 10 — 12. He then addresses such 
in the Church of Corinth, as denied "the resurrection of the dead, 
and shews that this is to deny Christ's resurrection. It is to set 
aside the Gospel. Preaching was in vain ; faith was in vain — a mere 
nullity, if Chnst were not risen. Yea, the Apostles themselves were 
found fabe witnesses of God. But now is Christ risen from the 
dead, and become the first fruits of them that slept. For since by 
man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. 
For us in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 
Verses 20 — 22. He then shews, that there is an order in the re- 
surrection. Christ first as the Head, then his elect as the mystical 
body. He gave proof of this, by raising up some saints from the 
gr%ve of death, together with himself, to grace his resurrection 
mom. Matthew takes notice of it, and says, and the graves were 
opened, and many bodies of saints which slept, arose, and came 
out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy 
city, and appeared unto many. Chapter xxvii. 62, 53. Yet between 
Christ's resurrection, and the gener^il resurrection of all bis smnts, 
there is a long period of time. 
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TMs subject, together with the reign of Christ fts Medililori and 
li^ni^ he will give up his Medi^torisl kingdom i(> the Father at the 
elose of time, is contained in terries 14 — t^. vThe' Apostle arguef 
on the evils which must follow upoti a. denial of the doctriiie of 
Christ's fesurrectidn; and the resurrection of the elect dead. Versed 
29^91. • Then he takes up the question put by a denier of the 
tesurrectiou 6f the body. Mow it shall be raised, and what body 
it will be when raised? He calls the person wh6 puts the questiont 
fool. Seeing in things of Uacture, a fall proof is given of a resurrec* 
tion. And he shews, that as grain sown in the grouud, produces ^ 
body agreeable to the seed sown, although different in its qualities ^ 
ttnd as there are divers kinds of flesh, and divers 'kinds of bodies^ 
some celestial, and some terrestrial ; divers glories, the sun exceeds 
the moon, the moon the stars, as to our view; so the body 
at the resurrection, wiA exceed what it is uow, as much as the light 
6ftfae sun does that of a glow Woirm. See verses 35^—44. To provi^ 
hts lissMion, he quotes a passage from the 2nd Chapter of Genesic^ 
and appliie^ h to. his subject^ saxii>S» .'' ^^ ^ ^^ ^^ written, the first 
faiaif Adam Was made a living soul, the last Adana was made a quick- 
ening Spirit, "fiowbeit Arat was ikt 'first which fs spiritual, but that 
which is natural; aud afterward that wfatdh is spirituaL. The first 
man b of the earth, earthy ; the secohd^^man is the J^brd from heaven^ 
As is the earthy, such are lihey aiso^h&t are earthy : and as is the 
heavenly, such are they also thai are heavenly. And as we have 
borne the unage of the earthy! We Shall, also bear the image of tha 
heavenly.'' Verses .45^--49. ^ . j 

He then declares that the body of saints in itl present state is * 
hot capable of cnAoying heavenly glory, and shews the change 
it WiU nndeV^6 at ciinst's second coming. It will be sudden, and ia^ 
lirtantaneous, ih' a wonient^ ia the twin'kling of as eye, at the las^ 
trump. For the dead AiSt be raised intortuptible, and we shall^b^ 
^haiiged* For this corruptible, must put pn'inc9)rruption; and this 
mortal, shafn put on in/mortality. S6 when this corruptible, shall 
pot on iUcomrption, and this mortal shall put on immortality ; ttiea 
lihall be brought to pass the saying that is writteb. Death is swalIowe4| 
up in victory. Hereupon saints will shout; X> death Where is thy 
slittg ? O grave, where is thy victory 1 Th^ sting of death, he addfs^ 
is sin ; and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be unto God 
which giveih us the victory, through out Lord Jesus Christ. Verses 
66-^&1. The whole concludes with a suitable. exhortation, to be 
stedfast, uumoveable, always abounding in the W6rk of the Lord. 

These words of Paul, " And last of all he was seen of me also, as 
of one born out of due time,** stand connected with the names aud 
persons mentioned by him, who had seen Christ after his resurrec* 
tiott. The account begins thus i '* And that he Was seen of Cephas, 
then ot fte twelve." Peter was the first of the Apostles, t6 whon^ 
oat Lord. appeared, which is a proof of the infim'u table love of Christ 
to his beloved ones. That indlvidtiat had most awfully denied his 
Lord and master: OuT Lord had turned and looked upoiii him ; yet the 
^ef of the offeudet'siuind for his transgre8SiOU« Was very great. Aa 

c 
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jjUkgel had teat a message by the women, who were verj early in the 
morning at the sepulchre, saving unto them ; '^ Go your wajr tell .his 
lOisciples and Peter, that he goeth before you into Galilee ; there 
ye shall see him, as be ^aid unto you/' Mark xvi. 7. And our most 
precious Lord, who knew Peter's mind, and all which passed in it, 
was graciously pleased to appear to him the first of all the Apostles* 
It was a private appearance. >\hat passed between them is no 
where recorded. From whence we mav learn that there are some 
secrets which pass between Christ ana his beloved, which remain 
betvi'eeli them, and will never be divulged. No, not in heaven to all 
eternity. Our Lord would never openly put the penitent to the blush : 
he considered his frame. Christ having appeared unto him» Peter was 
fully satisfied concerning our Lord's free and full forgiveness of him. 
tt seems this appearance took place toward the close of the first 
Aviif of his resiirrection. Luke seems to give testimony to this. He 
inrorihs us that the two Disciples returning from Emmaus, where 
Christ had made himself known unto them in breaking breads came 
to Jerusalem to inform the saints there, that they had seen the Lord ; 
immediately on their entering the room where the eleven were 
gathered together^ and fhey that were with them, they heard them 
try out, *'The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared unto 
Simon.*' Then they also gave in their testimony concerning bis ap- 
pearance^ Our Apostle is spieaking only of the men witnessess of 
Chrisf s.r^siirrection. Having therefore said he was seen of Cephas, 
he adds, then of the twelve. They were but ten when Christ first 
appeared^ Thomas being then absent. The same day, seven at 
Bight, the eleven were all gathered together, and our Lord appeared 
to them all. As the numl^r of the Apostles was at first twelve, and 
was compleated after Christ's ascension into heairen, our Apostle 
speaks of the wtiole number. These persons were all living when 
Paul wrote this Epistle, so that they aU bore their testimony con« 
(^ei'ning this great truth. 

. He then says, ** Aft^t this he was seen of above five hundred 
brethren at once;*' this was on a mountain in Galilee. Some of 
these brethren were living { so that application might be made unto 
them, and they would bear both their personal, and united testimony 
to this matter of fact. Of whom, says he> the greater part remaia 
Untd this present, but some (of these brethren) are fallen asleep^ 
Their bodies were sleeping in the arms of Jesus, the sleep of death. 
The account runs on in a regular way. Our Lord was first seen of 
Peter ; then of the tvirelve ; then of the five hundred brethren ; next 
of James, he was the son of Alpheus. : His father Alphcus was 
brother to Joseph, the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, 
Who is called Christ : he is called the Lord's brother, See Gal. i. 19. 
This l^as also a private appearance. The other James, the brother 
)[>f John, (both being the sous of Zebedee,) was removed to heaven. 
This James was still living, therefore he might be applied unto for 
his testimony concerning this important truth. Then our Lord was 
seen of ,all the Apostles ; this was immediately before his ascension 
bto keaVent Hb met them at Jerusalem* '' He led them out as far 
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as lo Bethany, jetDd he lifted up his hands, and blessed theoif And 
it came to pass; while he blessed them, he was parted from tbem, and 
carried up into heaven.'*^ See Lul^e xxiv. 5|0, 51. The^ he closes 
his account of the witnesses of Christ*s resiirrection. with his own 
testimony concerning thi9 inos^ important matter of fact; saying, 
**^ And last of all he was seen of me also, fis of one bom out of d^ie 
time." I am, says he, the last person to whom the Lord hath ap- 
peaired : while he cannot but magnify the Lord for appearing unto 
him, he must at the same time ttcknowledge his own nothingness. 
He speaks of himself in the most humiliating terms ; he stiles him- 
self an abortive, — one born out of due time.. For I am the least of 
the Apostles, that am not meet to be called an Apostle, because I 
persecuted the Church of God. But by the grace of God I am what 
I am : and his grace which wiis bestowed upon me was not in vain ; 
but I labored more abundantly than they all : yet' not I, bnt ^i 
grace of God which was with m^,." 

Thus wb(ie )ie speaks in the most humiliating way of hfanaelf,;hie 
at the same tiyn^ ei^alts the grace of God. While he takes no, 
state to himself for the grace of God bestowed upon him^ he., 
does not detract from it, by concealing or forbearing to make, 
a full acknowledgment of the Lord's grace towards him, and, 
that in his ministry, and labors in Christ's cause, and intelcestA, 
I labored more abundantly than they,Hi* ^* ^^ ^^c other Apos- 
tles,) " Yet inot I," hereby renouncing self, and giving all the glbry 
to the Lord alone, *' but the grace of God which was with. me/' 
He then concludes this present part of his subject, saying, Tbjsre- 
fore whether i% were, I or they, who inini^tere4 the Qospel unto 
you, we prea^ched ^he resurrection of Christ as the very Gospel 
itself, withoul wnicH all its truths must fall, and never rise mor^.. 
And as we preached this truth unto you, so ye received it as the 
GospeiitseU^. 

. The worqs of the Apostte are thes^e ;. ** And last of ad he was seen, 
of me a^lso, as of one. born out. o{ due time," In w.hidb we have the 
Apostle's testimony of the resurrection of Christ. 

I h^ye often thought, and still do, that we overlook much, of the 
excellency of the l^ol;) Scriptures^ by carrying all we read in them to 
a confined sepse, and reducing all we read to wl\^t we style Er* 
perience. A good word, of which a very bad use is made. For ac- 
cording to the common acceptation of it, in the minds of almost all 
who use it, sometliing internally felt, and wrought in our minds, is 
all which is, conceiyed to be included and implied by the word Ex- 
perience. W^^reas, the word must contain and imply in its true and 
sdriijitqral s.ense^ a great deal more than, all this. We must have 
th^ real knowledge of scriptural truthj or we cannot receive it 
— we must receive it, V^f^iTc lye qa^ ^py the good things con- 
tained in it — we must enjoy ^he good of it, before we can practice it 
• — we must practice it before we can experience the blessedness of 
it. I mention this to prepare the mind for what 1 shall have to 
81^ on my present subject. I speak concerning the resurrectioji 
of our {'pni' Jesus. Of his appearance to Paul; of Paul's testi- 
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nyony h«reo£. . Therefore ypu must not set a^ide th|( importaoce of 
the test^Qov given ))y the Apostle, coacerniog oiqr Lord's apfieAjr- 
aiice to Saiii of Tarsus, and conJGne all to the testimoaj you, and 
r^genefate Persons' hav^ in Ha^ soul, of our Lord^s resurrection. No. 
If a scripture is taken, let.it be opened and explained^ acpordinff to 
ifis own^enuine sense and. ni^anin||;. 1 say all this by way of introdfuc- 
tibn. May the Lord himself be with us» and biess us. Then al( will 
be we^. If he gives us right appreheAsbns of th^ words before us, 
we shall be sure to profit by them^ 

{fobeContitmd.) 



TH^ BAtM OF GlLEAlX 

«la ike Qountry ofO^ad.grew a tow shrub, whtch contained a* rich* 
juice or oil, which for its virtue^ was called Balm. It was used as a 
medicine bv the Israelites, Jeremiah xlvi. 11. It was particularly 
un#fol in cleansing and healing the most inveterate sores; and was 
also a ramedy for the sting of the serpent, and the bite of othier veno-' 
iSKHis creatures. The method adopted to procure the Batm, was by 
making an incision in the bark of the shrub, through which the juice 
distined. 

* This medicine sets fortb the sbvereign viitue of the Blood of 
Christ, the only remedy provided by infinite wisdom and lov^ to heal 
the, wounded sinner and *' ease the tormeAts of his'mmd.'* Let us in- 
ftance this in the following particulars. 

j Rrst The shrub from whibh the balm W|^s extracted, w^i^ry. 
low and excited no attention, because of any outward beanty ; just 
fM> was the meek and lowly Jesus, ' he had no form, i|0 beauty, no 
eoiaeliness, to make him at all desirable to fklten'and apostate man, 
he was trampled. upon .83 a, useless and noj^ious.weed^ The tree of 
pk was set at nought, rejected 'and despised : The plant of renown : 
ituit ift^UaUeand nr^grant plant, which is the delight and wonder 
of heaven, is esteemed by the imeriightened, .a;i a rpot put olT a dry 
g;round. How dark, how blind is man ; he looks at spiritual object^^ 
flirough a deceptiv<s medimn ; hence the perfect with hvta is deformed, 
the spotless impure; sweet is bitter; and light darkness : The Goo or 
this world, hath blinded the minds of them which believe hot, lest the 
}k[ht qf the glorious gospel of Christ who is the image of God, should 
ihine unto ^em, « Ck)r. iy, 6. 

> t desire to feel grateful tb fny God, that it hath pleasied hini tq 
opeil my eyes, else I had beeii to this day a stranger to myself, and 
to tile heart ravishing beanty of Jesus. He would never have \ieen 
precious to my soul, had not the Holy Spirit translated me from the 

e»wer of Satan to the kingdcfm of Christ; so that, while I take up 
li langiilige of the man in the gospel, and say ''whereas I was once 
^liiid, now I'see/^I would add, to God alone the praise is due. 
' Secondly^ The manner in vdiic)i balm is procured, leads us to a con- 
^platibit €^ the woipdrous plan, devisea by infinite widom to |ic«j 
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the sin womided coniicienpe : The bark of the shrub irnt tut, and tie 
Mj^fd forth. Mar)^y Qiy soul, the .clo^ng* scene of .'thy dear ]le- 
deemer's life on earth ; visit the hail \fhere he was scourged T fee ; 
they make Airrows in his back ;' His crown was of pricking thorns ; 
Cast thine eyes'towards the cro8$» his arms are extended, his hands 
and feet are pierced through with nails, the spear opens a passage 
16 his heart: Thus they mangled and cut hii human nature, which 
like the bark of a tree .was eovering for the life it ccntaiiied, ^d the 
rich balm which heals tfie sin sick soul, issued cppipii9ly fropi every 
vroand. Does my reader feel indienaot at the cruel treatipebt 'ex« 
perienced by his Lord I L^t him look withiii» and if be be taught by 
God the Spirit, he wiill find,, that he was not unconcerned in the 
hpirrible tran$attion. 

<< TheiSevt$ with thorns Ii^b iempte crownM, 
And lasVd him when his hkna9 were bound ; 
Bat ih<Mnfs; and knotted whips, end bimdt, 

• By u$ yrffot fnniiflk'd to jAeic hands. ' . ■ 

. theymairdM^totiic^aeoiirsed tree, < 

They did, to brethren, so. di4 w« ; 

The soldier pi^rcef^his side| 'tis trne. 

B,al we have pierced him thro' and tDro*.*^ Hart. 

Thirdly, Tlie properties of baln^ as a medicine, set forth the 
virtue of Christ*s blood, it heals ^oresjand bounds; and being <wl^^t 
cures those tpho are pitt^^n l^^ potfonous animals. So tlys bloQd oi^ 
jTesiis heals the smner, who is lirou^tlo feel that from thewi<#p»ihf^ 
foot, even unto the head, be has no soundness, but wounds ana bruises 
and putrifying sores, (tsa. i. 6.) As no medicine pan be of service 
unless it be apj^lied, so this b^ln^ blood ffittst be appUed to the 
inrounded conscience, not by human', l^iit by divine energy, and skill, 
or it will not Teach the case, and ease the sufferer of his pain.-r-Dosi 
thou, my reader know the power of sin 1 Does thy heart feel its 
plague I aiid dost thou }ook at thyself as a most loiathsonie'dreatufe ? 
yea, so Ipathsome th^t IhoQ panst truly say with Job, '< I abhor my-* 
self/' — ^This balm suits your pass, ^is alone can heal your sores:— i 
II may be, that thou art saying, *i my wound is ineurable, and reAisetb 
t0 be healed ;** and thy unbelieving heart is thus writing bitter thihgs 
agaittsi thee, and, perhaps, thou hast been in this state for years^ 
Poor sinner; thou art not singular; there are many walking in the saoitt 
path ; fear not; he who made tbee -sensible of thy state, will,* is' his 
oivn time, caase thee to feel Ihe joys of bis saWation. 

^alm is aiso good against the sting of serpmts. Does Satan stiiig^ 
tbee with temptations ? Does he entice thee to rebel agaiqst th^ Godi 
O t how sharp is that serpent a tooth, how acateis the pain it infltott 
on a tender xonscience, how deadly are its ^ects :*— Since I 'com* 
meneei mr journey in the wilderness, I have been more or Jess, daily 
steag- by flying serpents, which are as numeroiM as the stars, and I 
jiave fonad no remedy, iMit in the^blood of CSirist* Dear Jesas be 
|hpn> my sanctuary and my refbge. Be ei»er premuit to hieal my 
^naded soul, and to thy name be everlastiag praise* 

l!foftin^m,Aj^l,im. JAMES, 
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Mr. Editor, 

At a time of 90 much declension in the professing Chnrch, and vist* 
ble departure from the good old way ; with a great want of decision 
fimong professors ; we need to contend warmly for the faith once de- 
livered to the saints ! I therefore rejoice much at the announcement 
of your Spiritual Magazine, and Saint's Treasury I the title of which 
so fully corresponds with the Gospel of Christ; and answers .to the 
distress of the times; and frpm yjour Prospectus 1 am le4 to believe, the 
work will l^e $iled with the pure doctrines of discriminating grace : 
constantly directing the spiritual Church, to the everlasting love, and 
covenant of Jehovah, as the fountain of life. To die Person, God- 
head, Incarnation, Love, Blood, and Righteousness of the Lord 
Jesus Christ ; as jthe antidote for the poison of sin, and false doctrine : 
I do earnestly pray that the unction of God the Holy Ghost may rest 
upon those who write, and those who read ; and amidst the numerous 
flesh pleasing, Christ debasing publications, that are daily issuing 
from the press, may this work^ ever prove a Spiritual Magazine 
indeed, and Sainfs Treamry, while the pleasing reports of its use-, 
fulness sh^U enqourage yon to persevere. And as nothing is so accep- 
table to Jehovah, as the Person and Sacrifice of Christ. I tru^t ^ few 
reinarks on the saint's acceptance in Him, will be favorably received 
Jjiy your spiritual readers, and wishing you much success, and the 
approving witness of the Holy Spirit, I am most truly yoyrs in the 
despised Nazarene, 

ASONOFJESS5. 

ACCEPTANCE m THE BELOVED, 

Tothepraiseoftke'glory of bis grace, wherein kehath made ^s apcept- 
edin the Beloved. 

'. No subject can be more in^rtant to us, than the true foundation 
of acceptance with God. And while multitudes are seeking accep- 
tance according to the various opinions of unrenewed men, the spirit- 
nal and grace taught soul, is piesented in this portion with Ckrnt the 
Beloved M the Object of acceptance ; the chosen of the Father, as 
the subjects accepted ; and the ultimati^ design of God in this accep-- 
tance: the praise of the glory of his grace.. 

. . First. The object of acceptance. The Bekved! even Jesns the de- 
light of the Father s soul I (Isa. xlii. 1.) in whom the saints were 
chosen, loved, and bleat from everiasting. And who so worthy of 
this hij^h appellation, as the Lord Jesus?* Who possesseth in his 
'own Person, all that c^n constitute him pxifrcious in grace here, and 
glory heieafter 1 His high dignity as one with the Father, and 
the Holy Spirit; his near relation to His Church, as the brother 
bom for adversity \ Jiis infinite love in remembering us in our low 
estate t and hu continual display q( ffcace to the suffering members 
of his bpdy, declare him the Beloved of the whole Church. In tfa^ 
scriptures as in a glass, his beauties are shewn, and all nature is e^^ 
plored and made tributary, to exhibit his perfections. The spouse 
in Sobnion's Song, when speakmg of his Person^ was so lavish m His 
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praise, that she compared his head to the most fine gold ;.for ivhat- 
ever was costly and splendid ; his eyes to those of doves, fpr meek^ 
ness, simplicity and love ; his cheeks to teds of spices for rich perr 
fume, and reviving smiles; his lips to the. droppings of the honey- 
comb, for the sweet expressions of his perpetual regard i his hand 
to gold rings set with the beryl for the intrinsic worth of his per- 
formances; his breast to bright ivory, overlaid with sapphires, for his 
pure compassion, and bowels of mercies ; his legs to piUais of marble 
for stability and support ; his countenance to Lebanon for excellent 
glory ; his mouth she declared to be most sweet, for the invitations 
given, promises appliecl, and secrets revealed. Yea, she said, he is 
altogether lovely : and so says every one that has been taught to 
know and feel the depravity of human nature, and the suitableness of 
this most precious Christ. The Father called upon the Church to 
behold him as the Beloved, as his Servant, his eleoi one, in whom 
bis soul delighteth. At his Baptism, and Transfiguration also, the 
Father said, this is my Beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased* 
(Matt. liL 17. xvii. 5.) O Believer, dwell upon these precious words, 
my Beloved ! and rejoice to see thy Holy Head and Representative^ 
Beloved, in his Person, (John v. 20«) Beloved in his life, (John viii. 
29.) Beloved, in his deaths (Ephes. v. 2 ;) and Beloved on the throne 
of his glory. 

Further observe, he is the Beloved of his Church ; for having be- 
trothed her unto himself for ever, he becomes in due time manifestly 
the Beloved, that is, when God the Spirit gains over her heart to 
him, by revealing, setting him forth, as her Husband, engaging to do 
all for her.^ As her Surety coming forth to pay her debts ; as hes 
Priest atoning for ail her numerous sins ; as her Captain conquering 
all her foes ; as her Resurrection and Life, rising from the dead ; and 
as her great Advocate standing up at the right hand of God in her 
behalf. Then let the dear saints of God triumph in this Holy Bless- 
ed Precious Saviour ! and while many seek to degrade him, may all 
whose dependence for eternity centers in him, be concerned to know 
more of his worth, and to set bim forth, 1st. As Beloved of the Father 
who accepts. 2nd. Of the Spirit, whose ministry is to glorify him in 
the view of the elect. 3rd. Of Old Testament saints, who spake of bis 
Person and glorious work. 4th, Of ^the Apostles who saw him in his 
sufferings and triumphs. 5th, Of martyred thousands, who through 
grace, chose death, rather than to relinguish his truth ; and 6th, He 
is now Beloved by the sin sick soul, the heavy laden, the hungry and 
thirsty, the empty and destitute, the tempted by Satan, the persecu^ 
ted. by men, the wearied with abounding iniquity ; and by all who are 
taught the plague of their heart, and the Spirituality of God's Law* 
This dear Friend of sinners is lovely when first revealed in the day of 
soul distress ; he becomes increasingly precious as the soul grows in m 
spiritual acquaintance with him; and he will he so eternally, when 
Antichrist shall be destroyed, and Jesus only be loved and admired ( 

^O that the months would roll away, 
And bring the coronation day ; 
When onr dear Chiist shall 611 the throne. 
With his immortal glories on/' 
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It6# Id uft notice the sabjecti of this acceptance; '^ He hall^ 
nade us accepted in tbe Beloved.*^ This is a most extensive term ; 
MwhittgfromeTeristttitfg in the covenant ))asty thfongh all the re^ 
volutions of time, to the Tedemption wi'ouffht upon the cross ; an4 
io the acceptanee of the saints individually, here in grace, and tQ 
tbek .final .^lorificiition in the eternity to come. Accepted in tlU 
Sthved; 1st, ReAect upon their Election and Predestination 
before the '^oAi iva^s created, which secured to them all real 
good in Christ, to whom their persons were known, by whom they 
were beloved, undin whom they were blessed, havmg their names 
i«corded in the book of life ; and being received by Christ as the 
Fa^r^s gift, they; were kccohnted as Uie jewels of his crown, and 
ifvewed in him as One from everlasting. 2nd, Observe; as they were 

Sredestinated (Roflor. viii. ^!) to be conforined to theiniiage of Christ, 
; supposes that all the dire consequen^^es of sin, were in eternity 
(inder Jehovah's eye, and' When Christ said, Lo I come to do thy wilt 
O QtoH ; and the Father is said to lay help vpon one that is mighty ,v 
Psalm Ixxxix. 19. we are led to Jesus in his Mediator character, en- 
gv^ittg to accomplish the wrhole willof Grodin raising up the Church, 
ny bis ohedtsnce to the law, aiid alonemeni for sin ; and nothing can 
Inore fully prove that the old, ajs well^s the new testament believen^ 
entered. gl<^ .np<)n thi^^Father's acceptance of Christ's engagements 
hi thiir behalf^ alAwering to Zech. ix. 11 ; ^* As for thee abo, by the 
Uood of ihy covenant, 1 have seat forth thy prisoners out of the 
|fH, wherein is no water,'' and as St Taul saith, these all died in 
ftiithi liot having received the promises, but having seen theoh afar 
MT,' and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, Ileb. xi. 13. ' 
' JTurd. We afe led to the work done bv Christ in the fulness of 
Ante, in the hature, name, and law place of his people. He was first 
aeniepted as a Surety, and then in performing his Suretyship engage^ 
nilettts. He was bound, smitten, and offered up in sacrifice. Hii^ 
Kottd obtained our freedom. His death was accepted as a swee) 
savor, removing the ill savoir of our siiv ttnd by his stripes we are 
healed. He was never viewed separate from his people, therefore 
his acceptance was their full disbharge from all guilt; and his 
rii^teousness being imputed to them, they posseiss the title to glory, 
and rejoice itf l^eseriptare' testimony t>f his resurrection^ Heb. xiii, 
to. which would not have been recdrd<Ml unless he had beem accept 
led ; nor cohld he have been liberated, unless full payment had been 
given ; in consequence of which, for the sufferings of death, he i^ 
erowned with glory and honor. 

Fourth. Observe also how this iEiccepiance leads us to contemplate 
the freedom of Ood's elect. It is plain that none are interested in 
Christ's accieptance, but those who were chosen in him; and being 
efaosen and accepted in his righteousness, they must "be liberate^ 
from every charge, and free to enjoy every new covenant blessings 
Surely if Christ was delivered idt tbeir^ offences, and raised for their 
justification ; if he was made sin, for them*; if he endured their curse 
— their smiting — their death ; and since arose aii their Representative, 
accepted of ^e Father, and hailed by elect angek as the king of 
(lory ; after all his abasement; what man or angel, will venture to 
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deny that hU people are free indeed 1 Regard the scripture testimony 
' to this glorious doctrine. '* Ye are all one in Cliri$t Jesus,*' (Gal. iii. to 
2Q,) ** He hath raised us up together^ and made us sit together in 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus. " (Eph. ii. 6.) ** Ye are complete tjc 
him," (Colossians ii. 10,) ** and as he is, so are we, in this worlds*' 
(I John iv. 17.) 

6th. When this acceptance in Christ is preached, and applied by 
the Holy Ghost to the broken in heart* it imparts high spiritual 
joy ; nor indeed till testimony of the Spirit is received, is it possibljB 
for any one to experience the- sweets of Romans v. 1« 2. viii. 15 — ^17. 
But precious faith in Jesus, emboldens the most feeble lamb* and 
faint hearted child of mercy to cry out with Isaiah ; His ianger is 
turned away, and he cam/orteth me. In love to my soul he hath cast 
all my sins behind his back, and, as Paul said, he loved me, and gave 
hjimself for me; thus shall redeemed souls say, when God the 
Spirit glorifies the Lord Jesus by makiug known to the church its ac- 
ceptance in the arms of Christ, in the heart of Chriist, in the blood 
and righteousness of Christ, yea, that tbeir poor breathings, sighs, 
groans and tears,, are all accepted, being offered with th^ much incense 
. of the Savior*s merits ; and until these highly favored children of 
God are taken home, they now have a right to their Father's house, 
heart, table, wardrobe, fulness and protection. . Now' since the saints 
are so accepted in the Beloved, even to be accounted as he is in the 
world ; and as Christ is delivered from all claims, and revealed ais the 
end of the law for righteousness^ to all that believe, and as his seed are 
made the righteousness of God in him, let them rejoice amidst all the 
clamor of infidels and free willers, that the saints are now accepted 
in the Beloved. Which leads us to notice the ultimate design of God 
in this acceptance : to the praise of the glory of his grace. *' This 
people have I formed for myself: they shall shew forth my praise,'* 
(Isa. xliii. 21,) and again the Prophet saith, " the Lord hath redeemed 

^ Jacob, and glorified himself in Israel," (Isa. xliv. 23,) and to the 
Church he saith, ** thou shalt be a crown of glory in the band of the 
Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God.'' O what uuspesik- 
able grace, thou who art in thyself ail sin, whose desert is heli, whose 
strength is perfect weakness, and whose poverty is such, that if one 
good thought would save from death, despair must be thy portion: 
then how blessed, suited, and precious is that glorious gospel which 
saith, not by works of righteousness we have done, but according Uo 

. his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing 
of the Holy Ghost; which he shed on us abundantly, through Jesus 
Chrbt our Savior; that being justified by his grace, we sliauld *be 
made heirs according to the hope of elernal life ! (Titus iii. 5 — ^7>) 
and as the salVafion^of the Church originated in pure grace, so the 
objects of God's choice and acceptance in Christ, must be gloHlie'd 
to the. praise of his grace, and human merits, be totally excluded. 

• Grace, the riches of grace aud the glory of grace, is all that is 
heard of in the records of God ; and saint Paul was so satisfied with 
a gospel of grace ! that he said, if we, or an angel from heaven, 
preach any other gospel unto you, than thai ye have received, let him 
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'Ibe accur6ed/(Gal. i. 9.) Then how blessed the result 6f God^v dik- 
ibgs with his chosen, and how precious the consideratioiH that eacfa^ bf-^ 
'Ihem . must persevere through ail the conflicts of the wilderness, and 
Eternally live in union to Christy to the praise of the fflory of his i^^ce, 
which will shine in their felicity, and lead them to glory in tiie wisdont 
dd, completing their redemption ; the justice 
the faithfulness of God, as displayed in their 
>f God in revealing it ; and the love of God 
the praise of ihe FaMer, of the 5^«, andof 
u Covenant Jehovah, will the elect appear 
ity. From all that has been said'oa this ae- 
^rst, the necessity of the Holy Spirit'&f quictLeft- 
lereby we' become acquainted with bur %iren 
im, and as the whole need not a Ph}rsiciaii» 
divine teachins; is indispensibly tiecessary^ 
any scriptural ideas of acceptance in Christ, 
nust be made of Christ, in the complc^ne^s 
ore we can experience the blessedness 6f kb- 
Thirdly, We are taught that such a revelatidn 
ventured on with joy, as the Beloved of tlie 
an everlasting proof of election in Christ, 
t; as all that the Father giveth'hhn, muH 
nng accepted in him, they must sit d^Wn 
ot ever live to the praise of the glory of bi» 



FRAGMENT. 

tlie Great Mr: Bruce, Minister of Edinburgh, when dying through 

l^eakness and old age, being asked by one of bis friends, how matters 

, stood now betf^een God and his own soul ? answered* *' When ' I was 

young I was diligent, and lived by faith in the Son of God, btft noW 

I aoji old and not abk to do so much, yet he condescends to feed me 

#ith lumps oir sense/' meaning, it is presumed, strong manifestations r 

f(BUth almost lost in sight. That moriiidg before he died, he came to 

' breiakfast at his table, and having eaten, as he used, one single egg, 

}^e said to his daughter, I think 1 am yet hungry, you may bring 'me 

[ another. But presently he fell into a deep meditation ; and having 

tensed a while, he said, /'Hold daughter, hold, my Master calls me.'' 

With these words his sight failed him, whereupon he called for the'Bibl^l 

'^t finding his sight gone, he said, '' Cast me up the eighth chapter 6f 

'''^ ^isile to the Romans, and set my finger on thiese words, I am 

^^|i^uaded that neither death 'nor life, angels^ &c. shall be al>le' to 

. separate us fibm the love of God, which is in Chrfst Jesus our Lord." 

' Now^said he, *'is my finger upon them*'? they told him it Was. Th'dn 

^^itbout any more he said, "Now, God be with you, rov children ; I 

have breakfasted with you, and shall sup' with my tora Jesus Christ 

this nigbt," And so gave up tbe'Ghost« 



\ 
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' ESSAYS, &c. . 

1. 

ON THE IMMORTALITY Of THE S^UL. 

To beings immortal the doctrine of a Aitnre staie must be h]gb% 
i^nterestiog and important ; particularly as the obtrusive brightness 
of nearer objects calls off the eye from Eternity : but wisdopa Ipokgi 
beyond the enchantments of the way to the solemnities of the end^ 

'llie Ancient Pagans recognized a world to come; and Heathepp 
in later times have anticipated a state after death ; wherte herpes are 
honored^ where faithful ftiends emWace, where no battle shock Te^d§ 
fhe air ; and some of them say» where no Christians come across the 
stream t9 buy slaves. We are not left^ adored be God, to the stately 
fjEibrications of Grecian Poetry, or to the dark and gripn '* imaginationfr' 
pf ^ Roman Institution ; ^ut *' have a more sure word of testimony." 
Whi^e Indians under the shadowing tree ms^ hymn the gl^osts of tbeipr 
father^, or northern wanderers on mountains of snow^ may celebrate 
their sepulchral orgies to the gloomy dead, we can look b^pnd the 
grave, or rather through iti discerning a ruddy gleam^ even in th^ 
^ead wastes of corruption, while Life and Immortality are .brought 
p} light by t|ie Gospel. ' , 

Vet there have not been wanting individuals who have denied a 
future state : and who wiser than the rest of fnankind, have smiied at 
^he vreaknesHi of Socrates; and wondered that men of sense, ay 
Newton, Bacon, and others could have been so misled by the tales df 
ihe nursery I It is true the Pajg'an iQ h'^ devotions owns it; (|ie Turl^. 
looks forv^ajrd to it, as in gardens of deli|;ht, cheered by ^be snp^es of 
fifimoftally |a>e^uteQiis jHouries ; the African pictures it beyoncf t|ie 
^lui^ dills which boiH^d liis horizon ; and the Christiaii awaits U in the 
pfe^eace of the Aedoemer. It is true that each of these hap though^ he 
cpuld adyaace ^<!^^)^S U^e argument in favor of his opinions^'^ • ^ • 
^hile senttmept withip ^efied to conspire wijth a|) nature wi<J^p«y)y t9 
l^noiiDce the deathless destiny of man ; but the Inndel, emul^ul^f 
frrationdi aninmls, whose file goeth downyrards* yet prid^f^ Ji^r 
self on the perfection o^ reason, is content to be at once insensible 
and wretchei) : an^l associating the absence ofQoji, with the anpibt 

^^01^0^ his noblest works, is eager tp i^nnounce, that the ft^ulmuaj^ 
terally perish; find that cc^nse^uently the obligations of iK^or^lityt 
fuaii the 9)itgoings of* devotion are alike vaia : tliat heaven is a ^I'^ani* 
and heM ^ <i^t^9° ^^ the'priesthood ; leaving the. fi^r inference, tha( 
as pur jivep SMould be conformed fo piijr; end, tie is the wisest wh^ . 
JfK^fi i^he most like a birute { Such a man stands jfiprtb in pppos^U^ 
^ Qearly .the i^est of the gpf|cies. 

Plutarqh ^aya, you ma^, traverse the earthy and find m sc^e placet 
j^iti^ w.mi<^at .walls, na)^ions withoat polite air^, D^ii^ i^o where aniy 
^e.qqao^^cy wittiout '^ome notion of a 0q<| ; aqd t^e .PJther doctrirtf 
•^it fo^G^, (qr who can connect thft.be|ief qf an existing Gpii^ m^Hii 

ijl^ pi«i!W?«t pf W? ^VJf wpiM*^?" • ^^« '?r!y testwppy ^ ««•> 
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meDce» while it acknowledges a supreme Being, refers to a fuCtire 
•tate of retribution. The comnmnion and sympathy we retain with 
pure spirit as God is, proves that we are immaterial and immortal : . 
else, why have not the beasts the same 1 Man has the immortel 
principle ; and its operations even how, (which they have not :) and 
can a^ readily conceive of the dissolution of Deity itself, as of his own 
annifaiiation. . • 

The Epicureans among the Greeks, and the Sadducecs among the 
Jews, denied the soul's immortality; such exceptions occasionally 
attend a general rule. Plato introduces Sbcrates, as discoursing large- 
ly on this thenie immediately before his death :' and more than once 
argues the subject as clearly as could be done without the aid of 
revelation. Strabo speaks of the ancient Brachmans as forming some 
ideas of judgment in an after static. Diogenes Laertius in his life of 
Thales the Milesian, touches on this point with complacency. Cicero 
indulges a kindred feeling, though it will be allowed, that Plato 
iiihiself, and the Roman Orator, express occasionally, considerable 
hesitancy, not so much, on the whole, concerning the fact as the 
mode of the souls after existence. What else could be expected in 
those who looked abroad, and found no satisfactory dawn 1 Nature 
/throughout allher works, pioclaimed the immortality of man; while 
his proud spirit within, glad of the eulogy, beat high against his 
breast,, and tpld >im it was true : yet gigantic in herself, and of peer- 
ing disposition, she looked out into the dreary unknown, with retreat- 
ing anguish and suspense; recoiling upon herself inf unutterable 
alarm, she sometimes almost wished to sleep for ever: but before 
fact, illusion vanished ; she felt that she was immortal : and it was a 
common wish among the most enlightened Heathen Philosophers, that 
the great First Cause would make some clearer revelations to mankind ; 
lience Christ was called by the Prophet, the desire of all nations; The 
youthful student will adduce the testimonies of Greek and Latin Poets, 
and tell us of the manes of Warriors soothed by funeral obsequy, 
or the ghosts of the departed, as, described in classic verse, 
impending with monitory visitation over , the Ocean, the Couch 
and the Throne. Happy cliild, who, when reading in the matchless 
works of the Roman Poet, 

. Pulvis et umbra sumus. 
Has been taught to turn away ultimately to the blessed word of God; 
and with adoring gratitude to hear him, who oyer the rnihs of 
nature exclaims, I am the Resurrection and the Life! To adduce 
even a minor proportion of t^le passages which the ancient classics 
furnish, in favor of this doctrine, would be an endless task : even the 
Satirical Lucian, attacks less the principle, than the mode in which 
it has been illustrated. Seneca declares, that he uses the sentiment 
as a public stimulus.to morals, and that a future state may be clearly 
argued from men*s fear of hell, and hopes of heaven. Cicero says, 
••We may argue the future, and continued being of the soul, from 
the consent of all nations: in what mansion, or form it shall exist, 
or what shall be its peculiar exercises and enjoyments, or the reverse, 
^f have ye% to learn.*' Alcines the Grecian* a learned and steady 
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dtsctple of Plato, argues the question from the independeiice of our 
meqtal acts, and asks why should we suppose, that to cease with the 
body at death, which could act independently of it during life. In* 
Addition to this we may ask, who where those demi-gods which ' 
crowded the Olympus of the Ancients ? They in common with the 
imagined Deities of the old world, had a mortal origin. Cicero in 
fact speaks to the same purpose, in his book, De Nature Deorum ; we 
except however, that one superior Deity, whom the Antients confessed 
they knew not, for that was a common sentiment (among the wise) 
which erected an Altar to the unknown God. But not to digress here, 
was not this propensity to invest with the beams of divinity after their 
death, those who benefitted mankind by their laws^ discoveries^ or 
victories, a plain proof of their general belief of the immortality of 
souls : or else why was a Trajan, or an Augustus Caesar, invoked as 
a celestial Patron ? and some thousands of others, whose ashes had 
long ago, been absorbed by the earth, or scattered by the winds of 
beaven ! ' 

The sentiment of immortality, has broken forth brilliantly in the 
savage eloquence of barbarian Chiefs when taking the field, or dying 
amid tortures ; then has the excited soul thrown out some sparkles of 
light, which humanized their character for a moment,* or softened at 
least in imagination, the dusky horrors of their fate : in life or in 
death, it has ever been grateful to man, to recognize the spiritual ex- 
istence of the departed,. • • .or to commune in. spirit, even with a dis* 
tant friend : analogous with this are the war songs of Fingal and Te- 
inora^ &c. 

** Peace to the sonis of the Heroes ! Let them ride round me sn chmds. 
Let them shew their features of war : my soul shall then be 
^rm in danger; and mine arm like the thunder of Heaven. 
But be thou on a moon-beam O Moroa ; near the window 
of qiy rest: when my thoughts are of peace: when the din 
pfWarlspast." 

If it be said, this is the language of Ferguson, rather than of Ossian, 
we reply, this leaves the arg^iment untouched, for even in that case we 
have merely the particular feelings of certain ages and countries 
given in borrowed language, instead of in their own. 

Those who in Ancient times dissented from this doctrine, formed 
but a diminutive minority of the Heathen World ; and for the most 
part, their philosophy was accounted, if .not ludicrous, at least 
grossly deficient in common feeling, and common sense: and has id 
all ages since, become proverbial to designate, with the want of sen- 
timent, the stupid absence of all that is truly calm in goodness,' and 
truly wise in a comprehensive and enlightened forecast. 
' The general apprehension of Ghosts, or the spirits of the Deceased 
is quite collateral, with what has gone before: a fear so incorporated 
with our substance, that inen of enlai^ed mind, contemptuous of su- 
perstitiouy have not always felt themselves proof against it ; which 
surely they might have gradually become, were it only a lingering fvre- 
judice imbibed in childhood from the mystic lips of a ghastly nurse. 
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wlioat*flMil£«KiiaUd vpioc, and spectral figure, p«rfaaps« embodied ber 
QiWR vi«ioii#w Bu( if it be Btill said, that these apprehensions are 
Mtus^Uy aiBong the follies so learned in childhood, we ask, how hap- 
pens it then that other early impressions of an absurd kind are sooi| 
removed^ while this obstinately remains? The fabled skirmishes of old 
witches, portentously riding in the winter evening skies, strangely 
mouated, alarmingly loquacious, or significantly silent are soon disbe* 
lieved and ridiculed ; while the belief of apparitions has frequently been 
strengthened by the maturity of reason : we have no inherent feelings 
^at argues for the present existence, much less for aerial equitatiop 
^fwitchesy but we have unanswerable evidence within, that human spirits 
exist after de^th. • • and in moments when we forget what scripture a»yn 
4rft)ieir transitto another world and fixation therein, we fancy they may 
be near us, and about aur path.— It will he said a Ghost, a pure spirit 
could oot reflect the rays of light upon the eye. That those dispenatioaif 
bave passed away, in which spirits .in some rare instances did return: 
this ouly makes for our argument : for if against these improbabilities, 
men will still tremble at the thought of spritely visions, how in- 
veterate and rooted then, we must admit to be, the innate sentiment 
of man*s immortality. 

Homer represents Patroclus after his death appearing to Achilles ; 
aad Virgil describes the apparition of Dido's husband, after his assas- 
sination by Pymalion, &c. Shakespefir the great Dramatic Bard, ha9 
often made use of the same general pFiociple, at once alarming and 
cootbing the spul by an operation, which does not solicit, but which 
finds ready formed for itself an assent in every breast* — The man vfhQ 
under all these views, would still deny the consciousness of in^paor- 
tality, would find a reception* perhaps, with no extensive cl^iss of 
men under heaven. — If indeed, he could accomplish immediately the 
literal resurrection of the Epicureans, they could not give him the 
right hand of fellowship; for their return would of course be a. negative 
to their own system ; but should some new and wretched race arise to 
repair the Epicurean scUool, we can only say, that such a knan would 
be worthy of a place among them. 

The vastness of man's desires, betray, the fact of bis immortality: 
he is always laboring for a felicity he has never yet found on earth : fiir 
from rest while below the skies : but other animals in their several 
orde;^S| find repose : The. liop contends not with the eagle for his 
solitary crag : nor do the birds forego the bending branch, to liv« 
and diebeneath the wave : all in their several natures ai^e at home, bu| 
man ; vrho on earth is never fully at rest : even the libertine wiH aHow, 
in a moment of reflection, that the cup of perfect joy, was never yet 
pressed by a mortal lip : How happens it that the mighty round of 
earth is but vanity and vexation of spirit? Because the mightier soul 
loolcs out to a wider scene: the orb of comparative immensity 
eaunot be compressed within the boundaries of nature and of time : 
HI au's aflections are gone on before, and they strike with dbdatn, a« 
a nnghty exile revolting, against the dead and gloomy wall, whtcb 
bouftdsthe pursuit and the expectation 13^ man upon eartiu 
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i have read voar prospectus, and caiiDOt say I much admire. jft;i 
for, you remind me of Job's friends, to whom he ^8arca8tically said, 
"No doubt but ye are the people, and wisdom shall die with youV' 
Saspicion is excited and your influence lessened by your hints at other 
works as merely Religious Newspapers, or at least as vergj^g . too 
<much to that character : you say something also about general aa- 
pineness and aberration . from the truth: pray Sir, I would ask, is 
not the Gospel preached in almost every town.and village in Sagland? 
indeed it agrees with your aversion to Religious news to be so little 
informed, as you evidently are, of what is going on in the Church* 
We have Missionary, and Bible Societies, at home and abroad, all 
at work ; and even in our own country,- where there was one sermon 
or one preacher 30 vears ago, there are now perhaps a hundred ; 
therefore Sir, let us know in your next number (or possibly some of 
yoiir correspondents may) what can be fairly meant now-a-days by a 
general supineness and aberration from the truth, as at all chargeable 
either on our pulpits, or our professors. I am not less at a k>ss to 
conceive what you can propose as novel, or at all in justification of 
a new Religious Magazine, when we alre&dy have so many. 

i am aware that, in my haste, I have spoken freely : this you mui^t 
excuse : in your prospectus you have at least set the example : y^t 
'it seems an honest address however mistaken in some of its views; 
in short I mean to begin taking your book : how long I shall coi)* 
tinue to encourage it mdst'depend onyoursdf: but if T pay yoiir 
monthly stxpeilce I hav6 a right to beh^ard: and I shall be eager 
as soon as m^ Bookseller brings me' No. I. to see whether my leUer 
has been inserted: if it be received favorably, I shall send you 
mOre ; and shall b^ quite as ready, where justice allows, to cbmmebd 
a^ to censure Oi* to caution. You say something of the *' clamor 
against high doctrine.*' * It is high time to raise such a cry; for 
'^'piritdal or savory preaching, as it is called, has now become the 
dangerous assertion of Doctrines quite destructive to the notion Of 
free will in man to what is-aavtogly- ^od : and surely you will not 
say he is a mere log; a pondus iners as the learned say. Then, 
again as to Popery ; pray, Mr. Editor, what right have you to 
oppose the progress of Religious Liberty, or to gag the complaining 
papist, any more than he has to toiture you 1 Be assured, good S»ir, Jthat 
uatesB you assume principles more liberal,, your work, at Wat ^jiith 
the thinking part of mankind, will never, succeed. 

I am much pleased with one hint you give about eonsciefUiom 
Reviewing of Works : this I really think will. be nearly new. 

Z. 

PRECIOUS SAYING OF A ©YvING SAI^IT. . 

Mr. John Holland, a godly minister, continued his usual practicV^f 
expounding the scripture in his family to the last ; and the day before 
his death, he caUed forthe Bible, and causing another to read thie 
eighth chapter of Romans/h^ discoursed upon it, verse by verse ; but 
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24 THE SPIRITUAL magazine; 

on a sudden, he said, " O stay your reading ; what a brightness Is' 
this I see ! Have you lighted up any candles"? A slander by said« 
no, it is the sunshine, (forit was about five o'clock in a clear summer » 
evening,) •' Sun shine !" saith he, •* nay, it is my Savior's shine. Now 
"farelivell world ; welcome heaven ; the day star from on high, hath 
visited my heart ; O speak it when I am gone, and preach it at my 
funeral ! God dealeth familiarly with man ; I feel his mercy, I see hfs 
najesty ; whether in the body or out of the body, 1 cannot tell, Ood 
knoweth ; but I see things that are unutterable/' And iti this rap- 
ture he continued till he died. 



THE BLESSED TRINITY 

COOPERATE IN THE RIGHTEOUS MAN'S PRAYER. 

If a great king should encourage a poor man in his suit, and say 
unto him, " Alas poor maui I perceive thy distress ; do but draw up 
thy petition, and I will give thee a satisfactory answer ;" this would 
be a ground of great hope. But if h^ should say, *' Go to my Secre- 
tary, and bid him draw it up thus and thus, and in this manner;*' 
would not this be a matter of greater comfort? Yea, but if he shall 
say to the Prince his Son» standing by him, *' Do you present this 
poor man's petition into my hands ;" what unspeakable comfort must 
this needs be? And just thus God dealeth with his children : God 
he^reth our prayers ; the blessed Spirit draweth them up, and Jesiis 
Christ, the Son of God, presenteth them to his Father. Without all 
doubt, great is tbe comfort of that poor soul, that can by prayer have 
two or three walks a day upon .this Mount Tabor, and . with holy 
Hoses, converse with God in Three Persons on the Uoreb of ferveiU 
prayer; for then, with' Jacob he sees the sweet vision oH Angels, 
ascending and descending, climbing up and down that sacred ladder, 
which stands betwixt Heaven and Earth ; at the top of it is the 
FAtHER, the whole length of it is in the Son, and the Spirit doth 
firmly fasten it thereunto. 



ANECDOTE. 

The Late Lord Botinbroke (the celebrated Infidel and Tory) was 
one day reading in Calvin-s Institutions. A Clergyman of his Lord- 
'sbtp*s acquaintance coming on a visit. Lord B. said to him, ** You 
have caught me reading John Calvin. He was indeed a man of great 
parts, profound sense, aiid vast learning. He handles the doctrines 
of grace in a very masterly manner." — ** Doctrines of gra^ce (replied 
the clergyman) ! the doctrines of grace have set all mankind together 
by the ears." I am surprised to hear you say so, (answered Lord 
B.) you who profess to believe and to preach Christianity. Those 
doctrines are certainly^ the doctrines of the Bible : and, if I believed 
$he Bible, I niust believe them. And, let me seriously tell you, that 
the greatest miraple in the world is, the subsistence of Christianity, 
jind its continued preservation, as a religion, when the preaching of 
it )B pomviited to the care of such unchristian wretches as you. 
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REVIEW. 

The Portrait of an English Buhop, of the SixUenih Ceniwry, 8vo. 5<. 

This Book can scarcely be read by any one without benefit; but 
by the regenerated child of G(od it will be perused with peculiar de- 
light : every sentiment is so truly pious and in unison 'with the Dojc- 
triaal Articles of the Church of England, that it deserves to becoqie 
a favorite with all her sons : for, while it attacks no one principle of 
tiiat venerabU Establishment, it so wholly loses sight of what is minor 
in that which is of major importance, that at every page we are 
brought into converse with the mighty dead;' we walk amid the 
tombs of the spiritually great in ancient times ; or, lost in the pleasing 
wonders of their blessed liVes, we hear a voice saying. Be ye followers 
of them who through faith and patience do now inherit the promises. 

Biographical memoirs, rightly managed, at once amusing and im- 
pressive, furnishing facts rather than comments, or advancing reflec- 
tions only under tira immediate sanction of real history, may beiaidy 
ranked, under the blessing of God, amongst the most valuable means 
of imparting instruction : in them we see sentiment drawn out into 
action : and there is no room for shadowy conjectures, where the 
entire plain of observation is occupied, by soMd abd splendid realitieif. 
Hiis work affovds many particulars in the puBlic and private history 
of onr most learned and pious Bishops about th^ time of- the reform- 
ation ; and we feel it a privilege, while reading the successive Chapters* 
to be admitted to the closet^ and the council, to the cathedral and to 
the retired conversations; of these t^iants of renown ; whose absence in 
the spiritual world has left a fearful void. A saored meliuKsh^y per- 
vaded the mind, while the Author makes to pass» in review before us, 
the excellencies and the labors of an Usher, a Whitgift, a Myles Co- 
veifdale, and others ; while the pleasing but transient brilliancy of 
an Edward the Sixth, adorned o,ore by grace than by ik temporal 
royalty, gives a rich but funereal splendor to the scene. , . 

The quotation in the title ps^^e will give a general idea pf the Wri- 
ter s design. 

^ He was a Bishop, that had the {greatest elevation «f soul ; the lari^est 
compass of knowledge; the ittost mortified, and most heavily disposition, that 
I ever saw in mortal. That had the greatest parts, as well as virtues, with the 
mMTperfect hnmility, that I ever saw in man. That had so sublime a strain 
in preachiilg, with so grave a gesture, and sncfa a majesty, of thought, of 
laagoage, and of prommciiUion ; that I never once saw a wandering eye, wh^n 
he preached ; and have seen \. >le assemblies, often melt in tears before him. 
Atid of whom I can say with great truth,'that in a free, and frequent conversa- 
tion^ with htm, for about hco and twenty yearSy I never knew him say an idle 
word, or that had not a direct tendency to edification. And I never once saw 
him in any other temper, but that which I wished to be in, in the last mo- 
ments of my life." BwmetVa Character of Archbiikap Leif^him. 

The Book contains Nine Chapters : the Subjects of which concisely 
but warmly treated, accomplish the interesting and attractive ** Por- 
trait.'' The first Chapteiv by an account of the BstablishedChut^h 
of En^nd, atand auerthe Reformation, proves that her doctrines, 
not only as inserted in her formularies, but as taught in her CoUegea, 
and declared from her pulpits, were openly and only Calvilriatic. A 
' dissentient voice might occjasionalhr be heard ; as the screattir of tin 
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owl, overtaken by the morning, miji^t disturb tlie anthems of tW 
lark tinging, <^at heaven*s gate.*' Some interesting references are 
tead^ to the Book of Common Prayer, the Articles and Homilies, 
then formed, or forming, and eventually pajised into a law ; also to the 
rsalmody of Sternhold and Hopkins: Cranmer's Bible : the Lamlieth 
Articles, &c. The Author laments a subsequent departure from the 
doctrines which distinguished those halcyon days, and attacks the 
vanity of attempting to give a different construction to propositions 
which are wholly and (happily for (he cause of Christ) inflexibly Cal^ 
vinibtic. Here the mind naturally adverts to the mortifying, and 
terrific dilemma id which he is placed,, •• .or rather will be in the 
last day, wh6 now finds a gloomy pleasure, throughout perhaps- a 
long life, ift opposing from the pulpit and the press, the very doc- 
trines to ^hich, on his early inauguration into the sacerdotal office, 
he laost solemnly swore. In page 20, the following passage occurs. 

** Mr. Whi8ton,ki-hi8Meiiwirs,hath given acurions anecdote, on the iftahject Off 
inbscription: *<I must," saith he, ^*teU a melancholy story, of my own Vnoiir? 
ledge. When I was once talking with the then Lord Chief Justice King, We Ml 
into a debate about 8i|;nine articles which we did not believe, for the sake of pie- 
ferment. He openly lustified the meadnre^ aiid insisted npon it. We must not, 
he said, lose our usefolness for scruples. I replied, that I was^ sorry to hear 
his Lordship say so ; and desired to know, as iie was a lawyer, whether In 

' courts of laWy there wat allowed such prevaricatioD. H« answered^ certainly 
jiot : which produced this rejoinder from me. Suppose (I said) God Almi^kiy 
should be as hist in the next ^drld as my Ldrd Justice is in this : where are we 

'lAien ? To which he made no andwer. — ^And Queen Caroline, to whoito I rela- 
ted the story, very properly said, the Justice in his silenee wat right; fbr ti« 
inswer could be niade to it-^Whiston's MinmrSf p, 1(52^ 

We retfd in page 29, that, as the Establish^ Church had taken 
S6 decided a part in the reformation, the UniVerdties watched oVer 
the Students with the most sedulous anxiety ; that they might neither 
imbibe nor diffuse a single sentiment in opposition to the Articles 
they would have to subscribe : it would be highly invidious to say 
*< O ! quantum degeneramurapatribus nostris f'but it would be highly 
distressing, should it ever occur in the history of the same seats /of 
learning, that Vice Chancellors and heads of houses should meet to 
expel such youths as, by a fervor of piety too warm, should mistake 
_ the obligation of an oath, or the plain meaning of clear scriptures, so 
far as to perform the one and believe the other, when either were 
somewhat opposed to the prevailing fashion of the day ! It is de- 
lightful to read of the excellent Edward the Sixth : his study of the 
Bible, his attention to the Sermons he heard : the notes he wrote of 
them i his attachment to standard Orthodox writings ; and his great 
earnestness and activity for the spiritual welfare of his people ; in 
this caselthe Rex^und Pontifex were associated in one person ; and the 
sceptre while it pointed to the Bible, and a better world, gathered a 
iiew lustre from both* 

•^Bishtfp Ponet's Cateehism Was firAt published in 166a, Edward himself was a 
l^reat admirer of it : so partial we are told by the Hbtoriam of tliat age wad the 

2 dung Monarch to it, tiiat he constantly used it; nay some went,so far as to-call 
im the Author of it, there doth net appear however sufficient authority to mulLe 
this conclusion: but, very Certain it is, the Kibg toot much pleasure in it: and, 
by an order of the Conw>cation, held tinder an express Warrant of Edward, it 
was used m Scb^ls | and the youtiu were directed tp be taught it." p. 28. 
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Toward* the close of the Ist Chapter the Ajutbor very yoleiiiiil; sayt 

<< The professed olgect of this work, is to give a t>ortralt of a Bishop of thos4( 
l#Qies, (10th •Centuy, and part of tihe ITt^,) ^hat .dbange of features hassinca 
t^eii place, &c, (we leave:) the far i^i-eater pa^ t of those Who lived in the ISth 
Century, and all of the 17 th^ are now ,bo p^ore: they have longsinte heen sum* 
moned to their audit: we are all hantening alfter them; to their own Master, 
they (^ well as we) #tan4 or falL" 

And here the pioua soul would exclaim , even the man who lives 
the nearest to the Redeemer, '* If thou Lord shouldst mark iniquity^ 
O Lord who shall stand V Blessed pre^iojis righteousness of Christ ; 
!irhich is to all and upon all them that believe ! if a treacherous Priest 
must be whelmed with anguish, jsnd cast into intolerable wo at th|p 
awful close of iife«> • .if the sentence of the Judge upon such a man 
past be dreadful in the extreme. • • .while the blood of the people is 
required at the watchman's hand. • • .the most pious servant of God 
hath nothing wherein to glory, but free grace. . . .but the righteous- 
ness of the Lamb. . . .and had it not been for that robe even Noah, 
Daniel, and Paul, would have shrunk from the final presence of 
Jesus. 

In Chapter the Second it is proved, that great classical attainmentp 
:i^re deemed essenti^ly necessa^ in a Bishop of the English Church: 
nor was it allowable at Court, that pecuniary or any other influence 
should advance to the ^iscopai Beneh, a^y ope whose learning was 
jsot proportioned to his rank/ 

'^Edward himself, notwithstandins his youth, (savs onr Author,) was eminently 
formed for the encouraicemeat of learning, both divine and hnman: every 
correct historian hath marked the character of this prince with enlogy. Good. 
9ld Bishop Latimer, who knew lyim Wiell, jipeal^s of him in his Sermons with rap- 
ture: Blessed (|ai<| h!9 in one of them) is the land where tliei^ is a King so noble 
and brought up so go^ly : I will tvCU yon this, aod speak it even as I think ; his 
Maiesty hat^ more goaly wit and nnderstan^ing ; more learning and knowledge 
at ttis age than twenty of his progenitors, that I could name, had at any time of 
their life." p. 86. 
'* LaHmet^a SemwMy vol, I. p. 89, 00. 

The Author touchingly describes the melancholy, but too correct 
forebodings of great and good men on the expected death of Edward, 
and on the consequent return of popery : the affecting apostrophe of 
Ridley, on leaving his College, is happily introduced. 

'^ Farewell ! Pembroke hall, of late my own college, my cure, and my charge !' 
What case thoq art now in, God kho#eth ; I know not. Thou wast ever named 
since I knew thee, which is near thirty years, to be studipus, well learned, and a 

S'eat setter ^rth of Chris tfs g98pel, in Qod's true wpr(|.' So I found thee. And 
eased be i>bd; so I feaVe thee. Wp is for the^, my own dear college, if ever 
Cbon suffer t%self, by any means to be bronght from that trade. In thy orchard, 
the walls, butts, and trees, if they could speak, wpnld bear me witness, that I 
learned wi^nt book, almost all St. Panl's Epistles ; yea, and I ween all the. 
canonicaf e(>isUes, save only the Apocalypse; of which study, thou§^ in time, a 
great portieh did escape me, yet the sweet scent' thereof I trust, I shall carry 
with me into heaven.' The profit thereof, I think, I have felt, in all my lifetime 
ever after. '^ p. 38. 

The Author passes over rapidly the awful reign of Mary th<$ 
bloody ; which *' formed a chasm in the auspicious history of the re- 
amed Church/' and calls them five years of sorrow which behelc| 
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ber. oa the throne : the death of Edward^ as 1^^ been exl^ectiKl,' great- 
ly, disturbed the Church : / 

^* Peter Martyr was at Oxford when the first mass bell mug, in the revival of 
Popeiv 7 9e instantly exclaimed; Hcec nha notala^ omnem meam doctrinam 
evertiti lliis one bell, overturns all my doctrine.'' p. 41 

Then comes the blessed revival of religion and letters under 
Elisabeth ; we say of letters, for during Mary's reign, the Bishops in 
favor at court> were less employed in studying and illustrating the* 
Scripture, than in devising tortures for those who translated and 
revered it. , . ' . 

Wf bave, ill Ibis (the second) Chapter, accounts of Queen Elizabeth, 
|jLingJame8» Doctors Hall, Carlton, Davenant, &c^ and such was the 
erudition and general skill of the Euglish Episcopacy, d uring the time uii« 
ider consideration, that it was common on the continent, to say of any 
Divine more than usually accomplished ; "Percipimns hunc hominem 
fuisse in Anglia : " We perceive that this man has been in England. It 
ip she^wB that the Bishops of the sixteenth Century, . were men of the 
highest literary excellence ; Luminaries, says our Author, like *' the 
]^|^^e$ in the chambers of the South/' — Doubtless there might be 
ikome ipatances in which the laity surpassed the Bishops : and others; 
in which some of the Bishops very largely surpassed the rest; but 
tjie estimate here given is general, and the inference unanswerable : 
yet these holy men knew how to appreciate human learning, and 
even ecclesiastical dignities, . 

<< And ^ffbat a lovely proof have we of the greatness of t^iUjf'a, mind, who, in the 
midst ofidlhis excellencies, conld and did 8ay,when comparing himself and others 
4»f hia brethren the Bishopn, with holy Jqkn Biadford^ as he was accustomed to 
be caUed ; '< In my conscience," said he, << I judge him more worthy to be a 
Bishop, than many of OS who are Bishops of being 'parish priests." Who but 
most admire the sweetness of so a meek and humble a frame of-mind?'' p. S<^, 

The Author speaks favorably of the religious character of Elizabeth , 
' and quite otherwise of James, however coldly correct might be that 
Monarch's creed, (pages 42, 48.) And yet the King at his decease, 
** left in all the Sees of the realm eminent lights." How desirable i^ 
^h a patronage to the Church of Christ : but how much more lovely 
land endeared when aMonarch crowned, perhaps, with the hoary locks 
of pious old age, more glorious than the Diadem of his Fathers, wi^es 
on the right principle and taught of God, that ev.ery poor man in his 
Dominions may be able to read the Bible ! 

The Author notes the great wisdom and soodness of God, in raising 
up just at the critical aera, under consideration such men as Bucer, Paul 
j^agius, Voetius, SebeliUs, Zanchy, and others all happily coipbiniogat 
tlie same moment with the Reformers of our Church : and reinarks 
t^at though popei^y was palsied it was not dead ; that like the ser- 
pent warmed at the peasant's fire, it was ready tp recover to bite and 
to devour. It were much to be wished that such an opinion of Popery 
were more general among us. We can only warn our brethren ; ad- 
monishing them of the unaltered enmity of the human heart,, against 
the, pure grace of God ; and of the consequences to be expected frpai 
1^ similar p^wer if regained, actiiated by^ a similar; principle. It is 
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aknosl humofoits/ were not the siilgect altogHiher grave and awiful, to 
hear men speak of the great learning and religion of the present day^ 
(of course among the clergy the objector mean8)as effectual safeguards 
against popery. — Were the clergy of the sixteenth Century, who' 
furnished so bright a brigade in the noble army of martyrs, deficient' 
in either ? Would the temper of a Harry the Bighth be softened by the 
piety of John lArabert, or had Myles Coverdale in the immensity of 
his learning, a guarantee against the same viperous sentiment ? 
Indeed the too general iudifference, even of those to whom we look* 
for arguments and exertions agaiust Catholic Emancipation, mourn- 
fully belies their own confidence and demonstrates in the slumber of 
the Guard, the probable advan<5e ^f the Wolf: — It will be said that 
the laity in general are now better informed thati before : even were^ 
this admitted it argues great ignorance of the human heart, to re-' 
commend a moment's datltadce with the Great Harlot, who has intoxi- 
cated the earth Vith the cup of her abominations. Nor in the Roman 
Catholic Digmtari^s of tbe present day, is there discoverable the . 
slightest abfuration of their innumerable ecclesiastical murders. To 
persecute the Papists we have no wish : bnt surely we cannot behold 
amongst us, their temples without a sacred abhorrence: the odor of 
carnage mingles with the incense of their altars. • andj at every pause 
in their sainted anthems, we imagine the groans of t^e dying : *th^e ' 
shrieks of tender females consuming in the fire ; and the awful pre-' 
dictions of expiring clergy in the flame, promisary in God's name 
of vengeance to that Church, and to all who under the name of 
liberty, would spar^ from abolition a spiritual systeffi, which like 
Agag of old. would come in delicately, but which God hath devoted 
to fftter destruction^ (To be Continued.) 

V^ In/alliUe Wiineis wUhin, of the Power and ExetHknty of 
Ckristimnty ; intended ao sn Antidote to Infideiiiy, A Sermon 
preached at Grove Chapei, CamherweUy and at Staining Lane, 
London, Bj^ the Rev. Joseph Irons, 8vo. 1«« 

The Chud of Witnesses, Giving eifidence to the Truth and Excellence 
of the Gospel, intended as an Antidote to Infidelity. A Sermon 
preached at Grove Chapel, Camherwell, and at Stainmg Lane, 
Ljimdon, By Uie Rev. Joseph irons, 8vo. 1«. 

These Sermons speak to the heart : and strongly tempt us to make . 
many quotations, but our limits forbid: the main evidences in support 
of Cnristianity are advanced and urged; many bold and ordinal, 
thoughts are scattered up and down in a way both of argument and. 
of illustration ; doubtless the vehemence of the speaker would add 
much to the effect of these discourses : yet they retain an uncommon 
degree of fire. — We cannot resist our inclination to furnish at least 
one or t*vo extracts. 

<< The weakest believer in the whole household of faith on earth, hMwitfajn- 
his own breast the certificate signed by the Spirit of God, of his person^il interest^ 
m>the blood and rigfateoasness of Christ. It is trae, indeed, that the vail of an- 
betiBfaajt so hang before his eycsy and carnal reasonings nMy sohietrass hisunnd, 
th«tl^ oaimot re^ it hisiself ; aad even when all arsoadhiai read it in his hSar- 
ing^ be.may still J)^ deaf to it, and unable to believe it." 
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^koA idiece? I aslufidiftMlt the mitt's rMson and common tMmo, wiio caii 
soppofle that men of Cfod, iviae men, learned men, men who were not redaced in 
circamstances ; yea, even that man who had been accostomed to sit at the feet 
of Gamaliel, should subject himself to all this, did he not know it was the work 
of God ? Call it priestcraft ! O, ye slaves of the devil, if von please ; I call it th^ 
power of the most lugh God, resting upon the hearts of his servants/' 

. f< And yet we «re to be told, ''it is aU priest-craft!'' Can priests gness what 
transpires in my bosom? Conld they understand the emotioni pf my sonl, and 
iieoord Umm ages before I was bom? impossible! " 

in Jtnu. A Sermon preached at Jireh Chapel, Lewes, 
. On ike Death of Mrs. Vinall, iy the Key. T. Oxenhani. U. 

This is aa aeceptable prodaotion : not indeed faultless as to com« 
position, but better recommended by that blessed unction which 
renders a Sermon valuable. 

The text 1 Thessalonians iv. 13, ^4« ti|e Aiithor's comments on ir- 
regularly : but frequently offers encpuragepient to theliurdened soul : 
h^ use of the word *' prevent" page 42, appears to us incomplete: 

Eerhaps a knowledge of the original text, would have assisted htm 
ere:but the writer exhibits whi^tis infinitely more desirable than merely 
hiipian lore : there are pasuages in it to which we may frequently 
riecur, and always with sacred profit aod pleasure : as the following, 

. ^ Bnt petimps there may be some of God's own family, who may be ready to 
say, Ah,§ir, I have never had those sweet manifestations of God's love to me ; t 
vroold give ten tiiousand worlds, if I had them in my possession, for thp enjoy? 
meot <n God's love, and the assurance tliat snch a worthless smner as T am wa^ 
liaved of God with an everiasting love, and never should be seperated from hini; 
tine,! feel at tiuies, my heart going out in strong desires after him, and I seek 
him, and call upon hun as well as I can, but I am afraid he has no love for anch 
a poor, wletcfaed, worthless sinner as I am ; Oh that I knew where I might fin4. 
him, is my prayer: sometimes I feel a little encouraged, then again I sink 
almost into despondency, and am ready to giye up all for lost; so that I am full 
of toaangs to and fro, and my life hangs in donbt; sometimes a little encouracea 
to hope m the mercy of God, and then again cast down through the slavish uar 
of death and wrath to come. To such poor trembling sinners the promise of your 
Ood is, I will never quench the smoking 0ax, nor break the bruised reed ; now 
the old proverb saith, where there is smoke there must be fire. God's love in 6ie 
h^art of a poor sinner is compared to fire. Mimy Winters (that is, trouble^ 
auctions, temptations, or distresses,) cannot ouench love, neither can the floods 
(of persecution^ drown it; the smoke Is emblematiQar of the earnest desires, 
longings and thirstings of the quickened soul after God, and as smoke ascends, so 
do tiiese ascend to God; and Christ himself pronounces the. hungi^, thirsty 
sinner under tilie blessing, ^* blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after 
righteousness for they shall be filled*'. 

It ought to be recollected too, that in a Sermon of this kind, mucl) 
must have depended upon the warmth of its delivery ; the peculiar 
pathos of the living voice; and all the local circumstances of the 
funeral : The Author cannot have remembered aU tba^ ^as purely ex- 
temporaneous • • Yet to those who heard it, this copy will nearly 
bring back all : and let those who did not, remember that, whiles 
many compositions may be made much finer from tbe press, than 
they were in the pulpit, the writer*s aim in this against every disadvan- 
tage, has been to gather up the fragments that nothing may be lost ; 
to spread them out, not in a lordly dish, but before the God of Israel ; 
that He may put his benediction upon them ; even that he may 
abundantly bless Zion's provision ; and satisfy her poor with brea<|^' 
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A SONG OF PRAISE 

TO THfi 

GOD MAN MEDIATOR. 

tORD ! what is Man, and what his worth? that Thoii, 
tn coY'nant love, should'st e'er have deigned to how 
A gracious ear,~to attend a Mortal's cry, 
Or bend to view his state of misery ? — 
That Thou, O Lord, shonld'st visit him with grace,-^ 
Make known thy love, — and shew the fond embrace, 
Wherewith thine everlasting Arms enclose. 
The Sons of Men, — ^Men that are bom thy foes? 

Blest Lord ! 'twas Thou, who wenteiit forth in Lote, 
Eternal as thyself,— «'er Adam strove 
Against Thy righteous will, and plunged his ractf^ 
To sin's pollution, and to dire disgrace. 
Before Creation's glories were displayed ; 
Before the Earth's foundations yet were laid; 
The Ocean had not heard the high command ; 
The heaven's were not, — ^nor stood the solid Land« 
From everlasting Thou hast loved thine own ; 
All that the Father gave, by thee are knowiis 
In purpose, Tbon didst view them all secure, 
By interest in Thee, in the Covenant sure ; 
United lo Thee, they can never fail, 
Though all the hosts €fi Earth and Hell assail ; 
Joined to a living Head, they must abide, . 
Though thousands fall, — ten thousands by their side ; 
While Christ hath life, they stand for ever fast ; 
Ris life is their's, — their life with His shall last 

Thou dear Emmanuel ! would not it suffice. 
The love wherewith Thou lov'dst them, had it« rise 
With Thee;— -and- #A»t to take them to Thy rest. 
Where the whole Church will be for ever blest ? 

Ko, Dearest Lord, ! thy love was found so greaty 
Thou didst notlothe to quit the Heavenly st^te. 

Where Thine own glories in their native glow, 
Angels and Saints in full fruition know. 

To dwell with man on Earth ! — Here thouhiist found 

A lowly residence, on sinful ground. 

A human Temple, was the mean abod^, — 

A fleshly Shroud, the covering of a God! 

O ! vast humiliation ! boundless grace I 

Adore the Man, — the glorious Godhead praise. 
Ye souls elect f pour forth your notilest strains ; 

tn human form, behold your Jesus reigns : 

Begin that antheni, which with loud acclaim. 

Heaven's highest arches ring, to God the Saviour's name. 

Of Godliness, how great the mystery ! See, 

What hia{li estate, for vast humility. 

He conoescends to quit ; nor doth despise 

The strange seclusion, but inglorious lies, 

Concealed a season in the Virgin's womb, 

'Till the appointed, foretold moment come. ' 
Thb Forbisr Stoops, THE FORMED to appear, 

Nor thinks, in love, the sacrifice too deso*. 

The hour arrives, the lon^-expected day j — 

The heavenly Heralds, with sweet rapture say— 

** Behold ! Glad tidings of great joy we brin^, 

Hear ! Shepherds,— we announce your new-born King; 

To you, — to all,— for whom he bears the iiame,-— 

Jesus, the Savior, we aloud proclaim ; 

To-day, in Bethlehem, view the Incarnate Word ! 

See your Redeemer ! know Tlie Living Lord !" 

Thus the dear Kiiuman of His church began, 

In virtue of His own eternal plan, 
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• '^ 

He brought Jn tighUousiiest, md did redemin 

His choiten Friends, that they mijE^ht rci^Q witUhhif«i. 

Bon6 of oiir bone^' flesh of OHr ffesh became. 
Partook onr haithre,' nor forbore its shame ; 
Hence issued all thie -obedience, perfect^ pv^y 
Jehovah's ri^teous Law required to ensure 
Its own eternal honors, and restore 
Peace to*th<& mighty powers, that were at War before. 
For, belt khown,--when by transgression, fell 
Adam the natural Head, and died,— as well 
Did the'whol^ produce of his loins, as he; 
Considered not as one, — hnt /ederailtf. 
The Law denounced its curse on all j[he race, — 
Not one excepted, — for the dire diagrace 
InvoWed the whole. No leaven here is found ; 
For the whole lump was vile. The very ground 
Is cursed. Sin's influence knew of no controul ; 
But compasses the man, both body,— ^ohl. 
Justice in flaming terror bhews its wrath. 
And, — as the ghardsjn Eden, barred the path, — 
Admits of no eschpe,but reckless, dooms 
The guiltv wretch,' where mercy never comes: ^ t 

Allows of no appeal, grants no reprieve, 
' But fullest satisfaction win receive. 

Hence we- behold a'SuuETY he appeal's^ - 

The nauhe sustains, the character declares ; 

His People's debts, a countless sum, he pays; 

The Law, whidi they dishonouri he obevs ; 

Their sins»— «a pdnderous load,— from them removes, 

And Justice satisfied, the wondrous deed approves. 

Rejoice agairf , Believer, at the theme r 

See, in Emmanuel^ him who can redeem; 

Know that he doth, and ever will from all 

Thine oft-rais^ giiil^ and apprehended thrall. 

Of whom weeing, — adored Lord ! — ^'tis He, 
Who burst the. gaies> to let His prisoners free ; 
The stubborn bars forgat their powerful hold, — 
His word commands,— :the brazen leaves uitfold. 
Behold, Believer ! now the conquest o'er. 
The atonement made for sin, for ever sure ; ' 
Nor aught, except the truth to embrace remayis. 
To proWB your right, to all the privilege contains. 
Faiih givetU not this title, but displays, 
The work of God within,— the vanoos ways 
He gives of evidence of interest, where. 
Believers all abide,— and equal blessings share. 

O ye, whose faith so grain-like, and so weak, 
Forbidi your claim, you almost fear to speak ! 
Here leave your eouls, and all their cares with him, 
Who came the poor ^nd needy to redeem. 
Think not the grant' too great, the claim too bold ; 
He who hath given Himsblf will not withold. 
His word he cannot forfeit, — He proclaims,— 
«I*ll glorify myself irf all my names! 
For such, the precious Promises aboimcl»-- 
The /«i»<«li«fis,— every gracious sound 
His biased Ups pronounce. These words of peace 
Instriiet, and teach, where true salvi^tionisl 

Receive, O Lord, this. tribute.to Jhy praise,— 
Thisiinmblemite,r-these poor, polluted lays: 
Oh! manifest thy love. Incarnate Gk«l! 
And cause each seeking soul, to joy in pardoningbkiod. 
Ramsgate, April 7«A, 1824. ^ . 

OoiPKL Trast Societt. We are happy to hear that AnxiUarie* to tUi Society were formed 
on the »nd and «3rd of April, at Nottingham and Blrmhigham. 
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THE .'!. 

Spiritual Magazine; 

OR 

SAINT'S T|lE4SiniY. 

Thtre are Three that bearrecardinhedven^ theF atheu^ 
/A^ Word, and the Holy Ghost, 1 John v. 7. 

Contend earnestly for the faith once delivered ta the 
saints^ Jude 3. 



THE GREAT SHEPHERD 
AND HIS LITTLE FLOCK. 

Fear not little fiock ; for it is your Father* s good pleasure 
to give you the kingdom, Luke xii. 32. 

THE sacred Scriptures are a perfect revelatioD of thd mind, will 
and purposes of Israel's triune God : they state, '^>hfsc^ighty acts*' 
in eleclion^ redemption and vocation; and announce not power- 
less offers of grace, bu^ strictly aver that salvation is pqefecUy accom- 
plished in favor of God*s people. 

Mi^ny metaphorical expressions occur in the word of life, where 
the children of the kingdom are characterized under a variety of 
figures : as living stones, epistles, temples, lights, stars, sheep, 
jewels, sojurners, and pilgrims, and in the above words a flock; 
thus .nature as an handmaid, becomes subservient to the Great 
Master, in administering instruction to the weary. 

I will consider these words in three relations : and first, let me 
notice the glory and excellencies of the Great Shepherd. That the 
L4)id Jeyus Christ is truly and properly God is evident. Angels in the 
beaveiily woirld dwell at an infinite distance beneath his awAil throne» 
nojr can their soaring minds comprehend his essential glory; nor can 
they gaze upon his flaming countenance, without veilinjf theur faces 
as a token of honor and adoration : all heaven is gilded with his gran- 
deur, and numberless millions now gazing upon his incomparable ex- 
cellencies, are basking in the sunshii^e of his smile, or laving away 
even the recollection of sorrow in a sacred ocean of endless tranqui- 
lity. By his Almighty power were all things made» the heavens he 
fiirnisbed with celestial inhabitants, to be high witnesses of his glory, 
and to attend his royal Majesty in the various processions he de- 
signed to make in assuming our nature, in order to save his beloved 
spouse from sin, death, and helL He then in conjunction with the 
Father and the Holy Ghost spoke this lower world into existence, and 
erected it as a stage on which he designed to exhibit the wonders of 
his gpmce. Indeed he. is the fountain of life, the source of all blessed- 
ness, Ike eternal God and refuge of his people; he is tlie prince, pro* 
Vol. i.— No.2, F 
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curer, ini mlntafaet of )peace to bis redeem^^ and ke hai e?iir pKH 
ved hinifieTf to be a refu^ to the oppressed, a shelter to tK« helpless, 
a shepherd to his flock » a guardUn to the poor, a retreat from ene- 
mies, a physician to th« diseased, a refuge to the pursued, a covert 
to outcasts, a Test to the weary, a ^ide to the mmpte, and an im« 
penetrable afateld to the Mood bought. In his incarnate ocipacity he 
is ever to be viewed as a Mediator to represent^a Priest to atone, and 
a'fCihg to govern. His personal glories as the eternal I A&f, are 
ever to be distinguished from his relative glories as Man and Me-^ 
diator. Blessings for ever on his name, his friendship is everiast- 
iag, his favor irrevocable, and his glory inoomprehensible. He in^ 
all-wise, all powerful, and every where present. His existeaoft is 
not measured by time, nor bounded by space. Saints admire, 
angels adore, and devils abhor him ; while blind pharisees esteem 
him as a root out of the dry grottiKL This royal person assumed the 
office of a Shepherd from the date everlasting, when the Father gave 
the whole Church into his hands, as the result ofimmerited goodness 
and boiindless grace. Over tliem hetfaei» coveDanted to preside. 

Let us for a few moments look at the image which is here usect 
in reference to Jesus : He is called a Shepherd. Earthly shepherds 
are careful to know exactly the nmtibet of tlielf sheep; so the hea- 
venly Shepherd had from eternity perfect knowledge of his flock? 
with all they would be^ and do, and thus was never decerred ia any 
of thetii. Men may say what tiiey wiH, and make salvation a lottery^ 
wherein no one is certain of the prise, but the eleet must aU be saved* 
|knd the travail of the Redeemer's soul must all arrive in ghiry«. 
Earthly shepherds look out for the storm, and provide shelter $ the 
heavenly Shej^herd forseeing how his flock would be dehiged in sk 
and ruin, provided a refuge for them in his own loving heart, and was 
determined to lescoe them firom the damning eohseqnences of their 
transgressions. Modem shepherds dri%e their flock ; but the faea- 
^aly Shepherd goes before his sheep in point of merit and influence ; 
tod theti they foltow him in the life and power of the Holy Ghost* 
Thtis men may try to drive sinners to Christ by the whip of the law t 
hot the Lord draws hb own sheep unto him widi the cords of lows; 
Earthly shepherds provide the best of pasture for their sheep^ for 
their own honor, and the frttitfolness of ^he flock ; so the heavenly 
Shepherd for his own honor, and the benefit of the sheep, feeds them 
apon ever-greens, and folds them upon the mountains of soveivigto- 
tod distiDgttisliing grace. Earthly shepherds Wash their sheep ; s» 
dolit the heavenly Shepherd cleanse his flock by the washing of re^ 
generation. This the Lord's dear people experience, that Uie bkrod* 
of Jesus cletoses them from all sin. An eiarthly shepherd sets a marh 
Vpon his sheep, to distinguish them as his own property, bot not to 
make them his ; so the heavenfy Slrepherd takes tip th<^ that by 
secreted in the Ore of electing love, and stamps the saci^ed impr^flw> 
.6ns of his own image upon them, or calls them by his grnc6 ; fbift^ 
does not make, but proves them to be his. An earthly shepherd 
limits and governs the movements of his flbck* so the heat^ai^ 
Sh^phcfid haa fixed a ptec^tive hound for hb trtieep,. and €uwigj^ 
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thejf may itmy to the dbhonor of his cause, and t0 UkAroWn^qn^w % 
yet there 19 a ^at gulph fixed between them and the land of dark^ 
nesf y w^ich they can never pass. An earthly shepherd when a sheep 
ftrays from bis fold, does not disown it, bat pursues and brings it 
back again : so the heavenly shepherd ne?er disowns his baekslidtng 
sheep, but pursues and recisims them by Almighty grace. An 
earthly shepherd is careful to heal the wounded, to lead the feeble, 
aad to c^rry the weak ; so the heavenly Shepherd administers diving 
consolation to the wounded in heart; bears the weak and feebla 
ones on his compassionate bosom, and gives them ianumevabta 
comforts, while travelling to the land of light. Au earthly sbep« 
herd defends his fiock from enenues and beasts of prey; M 
th« heavenly shepherd, by his invincible power, defends his owit 
sb«ep from the malice of a raging devil, the craft of a wicked world« 
aittd. the. dominion of a corrupt and evil heart. An earthly shepherd 
13 careful to watch over his flock at night, and in storms; soth^f 
heavenly Shepherd is mindful of his flock in dark and gloomy seasons^ 
when the sun of divine consolation forbears to shine, and waen flo«dtf 
of temptations, and storms of sorrow, rebellion and corroptKNij; 
threaten to i^verwhelm them. 

(To be Cantinue4.) 



PAUL'S TESTIMONY 

CONCERNING THE R£SU|2R£CTI0N OF OtJR l^^ORD JCfiUS CQRIST^ 
( Cfmttntfed from page 1%) 

I w8l again relate the words, least it should drop out of youf re^ 
nembrance ;'-- 

*^ And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one bom out gf du^ 
time.'' In which words we have the following particulars. 

First, Chrisfs appearance to Paul since his' resurrection; "Ijl^ 
'Was seen of me also.*' Secondly, His testimony concerning this : 
** Ahfl last of aU he was seen of me also.'* Thirdly, The manner in 
whieh Paul speaks of himself, as an Abortive, as of one born put of 
due time ; **^And last of all he was seen of ipe also, as of one bon^ 
out of due time.*' This is my plan for the following subject.^ 

1 am first to notice Christ's appearance to Paul, since his resurrec*' 
lion.\ It' must have been a great favor for the Apostles and other 
(Saints, to be admitted to see Christ in the days of his flesh. To eat 
end drink with him. To hear and converse with him. To apprer 
bend him to be the Christ of God. To believe and receive him a9 
^ncb. It must have been an inestimable favor to see hina ifi hjf 
resUrrectiou state. To eat and drink with him after he was risei) 
from the dead. Some of bis beloved and favourites, had this hoabt 
conferred on them. Every thing of Christ, and concerning Iflm^ is 
most trulj hnportant and divine, ijis Person a« God-mf^u — bif 
Inearpaliioii — life — ^uflTeriitgs — Obedieqce'-*-SacrifIceandDeatli,'are 
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fttt important Re&litieB. His coining into the world, waH tb« fruit of 
divine predestination. He became incarnate to finiih the work 
which the Father gave him to do. Salvation is the finiit of an e%er- 
fausjting Covenant transaction between God and the Lamb, 6f wbirk 
the Holy Ghost was witness. As Christ in his incarnate stifte be- 
came obedient unto death, even the death of the cross, so he wai to 
be rabed again as Lord and conqueror of death. He fioiahed 
the putting away of sin, with the bringing in an everlastiiig 
righteousness, by his life and obedience, and by his death of suffer* 
ittgs. He declared on the cross. It is finnhed^ His resurrecfioa 
from the grave, and power over death, wtfs the full proof thereof. It 
was the Ftither's testimony, that all that Christ bad done and com- 
pleted by his life, death, triumphs, and victories, was everlastingly 
acceptable unto him. He was delivered for oiir offences, and was 
rais^ again for our justification ; and his resurrection is our justi* 
Hcatiou; It is our full and final discharge, from all gililt and con« 
demnation. Our Lord was justified from all the sins of his people, 
at his resurrection ; and his justification, is- their* justification. * He 
pmMjuitififd in the Spiirit. And his resurrection to everlasting life. 
Is ours also. Our new birth is the fruit of his rising. And 
so will be the restoration of our bodies from the grave, at 
his second coming. M4ny of' us now present, have had the 
vhrtue and power of Chrlsfs . resurrection put forth within us. 
We have had a spiritual apprehension and perception of Christ. 
So as that we iiiav say, we have seen, we do see Jesus. This 
iisi by ap intuitive light, let down into our renewed minds from 
the Holy Ghost. B^ which we have, through his roost divine 
teaching, from the written word, so seen, mentally, and spiritually 
the Person of Christ, as to say of him, he is in every sense altogether 
lovely. We have seea Christ no otherwise. ' Paul saw the I^rd in 
his glorified body. He saw him in his glorified state. The Apostles 
saw Christ ip the days of his fiesh* They saw him after he was risen 
from the dead. They ate, they drank with him. I)ereby they were 
qualified to be witneftses of his resurrection. Paul never saw Christ 
in his incarnsite state. No. Nor merely in his resurrection. It was 
after he was entered into his glorified state, he appeared unto him. 
Not as he did to John in the Isle of Patmos. That was but a vision 
of him; Therefore the Prophet says he saw 0U like nntp the Son, 
Rev. i. 13. But Paul saw Christ. So saw him, as to know him to 
be that just one, whom he had been despising to that very moment. 
Paul did not see Christ as the Apostles did» even when they ^n- 
. versed with him after his resurrection from the dead. But he saw 
him beyond, and above all tbifi. It came to pass as I made my 
journey, and was come nigh unto Damascus about noon, suddenlv 
there shone from heaven a great light round about me* And I fefl 
to the ground, and heard a voice saying unto me, Saul, Saul,- why 
persecutest thou me? And I answered, who art thou Lord 1 And he 
said 4into me, I am Jesus of Nazareth whom thou persecutest. And 
they that were ivfth me, saw indeed the light, and were afiraid ; but 
they heard not the voice 6f him which sjpake with me. And I said. 
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wbftt sbflH 1 <lo t^ord X And the Lord saM unto me, Avisev and go 
kite Damasclts, and it ihall be tehi thee what Ihou shaft do. And 
¥rhen I coold not see for the gloiry 6f that light^ \^nxg led by the 
hand of them that wei<e with me, I came into Damascus. Apd one 
Atianhis, a devout man according to the kiw> having a good report of 
alt the Je#9 which dwelt there; came anto mte, and stood, and'said. 
Brother Saul, receive thy sight. And the same hoiir 1 lookikl' upon 
him. And he said. The God of our fothers hath chosen thee, that 
tbotf shooMest know his will, and aee that just one, and shouldest 
bear the voice of his mouth. For thou shalt be bis witness unto all 
men, of what thou bast seen and heard,-' Acts xxii. 6 — Id. 

His account of the some appearance of Chirst unto him; which he 
reports bcifore king Agrippa, is very nearly the same; He says, 
^ At mid-day, O King, I saw in the way a light from heaven^ 
above the bHghtness of the sun, shining round abpul^ m^, and 
them which journeyed with me. Anil when we were all ' fallen 
to the earthy I heard a voice speaking unto me, and saying in 
the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why persjscuiest thou mf ? it is hard 
for thee to kick agaii|st the pricks. And I said, Who art diou Lord ? 
And he said, I am Jesus of Nasareth whom thou persecutest. But 
rise and stand upon thy feet, for f havie appeared unto thee for thi^ 
purpose, to make Chee a minister, and a witness both of these things 
w4iich thou hast seen, and of those things in' whic)i I wiU appear unto 
Ihee," Acts xxvi. 18— 16. 

*H is evident from these quotations, as also firom^ Chrbtis own 
words, that Paul saw Christ. That it was a real aj^pearaacc. It^was 
since his resurrection. It was to qualify him for his Apostolic -oAce: 
It bemg oile peculiar qualification for it, to have seen our' Lord aftet 
bis resuitection s as appears lh>m what Peter says in the Church 
assembly, when they were about to fill up that office ; .'< Wherdbr^ 
of these men which have companied with us, all the* time the Lord 
went in and out among us. Beginning frOm the baptism of John, 
iinto that same day that he was taken up from us, must one be 
oMiEiined to be a witness with us of his resurrection,'' Acts i. 21, 22. 
It was one principal part of the Apostle's work, to bear witness of 
Our Lord's resurrection.^ Therefore we read, ^' And with great 
power gave the Apostles witness of the Lord Jesus, and great grace 
was upon them all. Acts iv. 5. 33.* And Paul himself^ speaking 
concerning his own AposUeship to the Corinthians, says, '< Am I not 
an Apostle? Am I not free? have I not seen Jesus Chrbt our 
Lord r' 1 Ephes. ix. 1. Now our Lord's appearance to Paul wsis 
real, visible, and glorious. It could never be by him called in quea- 
tion. Hereby Paul became equally sreat with them in the knowledge 
of Christ. ** He wsks seen of me also.'- As he appeared to the rest of 
his holy Apostles, and made them witnesses of his resurrection, so he 
appeared to me, for the same end and purpose, and I am the Person 
who bad the honor of his last personal appearance. This is what 
our Apostle aftrms, which brings me 

Secondly, to review his testimony concerning this ; \* And lust of 
ai) he was sfen of me also.*' 
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Td see GkrNt Jn Pecfon, no an to kiM^w hkn f^ tc^e Chrkt ifGatk 
•MiAt b« ftD iiB«p«ftkaWe fi»vor« Our Lord never uppeaf^d after bis 
fefturr«ictt0«, but uQto bis bel^v^d ones. Paul was- a cbosea veageU 
He ia favored above all beiid^ himself. It is all oat of the ricbes of 
frace. Every special favor bestowed on tbeelept« springs out of 
the sane {grace aa their «(4iroal and personal election doth. Saul of 
Tamna hatb the honor to see Christ visibly, openly, in such spleqdor 
#f light and glory» aa fiUed biQ» wtib amazement He hears his bless-t 
ed voice speaking to him personally and distinctly. He itf called by 
him to be an Apostle, and witness of hi^ resurrection ; and thai: too^ 
when he was in bis glorified state^ So that this real appearance of 
our I^rd' to Saul of Tarsus, oontained in it a vast expression of his 
Inva to him : and thin appearanee was acoon»panied with suoh «Beota 
an weie aitsgethe« peGuliaT« Hereby Saul was converted to the 
Loitd Jeau8« Hereby be was called to be an ApostU, Hereby ha 
waa so peeutiarly diatinguisbed from all the rest of the AposUes. 
They had all been in the school of Christ, They were al( chosen^ 
and called by Christ. Th«jp bad all of them seen Christ, and Gon-» 
versed with him in his resQrrection atate, Peter says, " God raised 

3> Cbriat from the dead the thwd day» and .^bewed him openly, 
ot to all people^ bnt untp witnesaes chosen before of God, c^en to 
nsy who did eat and drink with Um alter ha rasev from the dead/' 
Ada X. 40> 41. Paul aays. •' And when tbey had. fulfilled all that 
was written of him, they took him down from the tree, and laid him 
]» aysapnfeh^.: But God rajsed him froni the dead. And he iras 
aten iiai^ inym of them whieh eaaae' up from Galilee to Jerusal^Di# 
who are hi» wttaessea aotoi the people,'* Acta xiiL 29—%. And Paul 
faysb and of Umself aa a wttnesa of Chnat'a vesurpectiQii, ** An4 last 
of all he waa seen of ne also/' It was his peculiar bonat la sae 
Christ, after all the former i^f^pearapcea he had nrade pi himsa|f» ta 
tlie holy women, to the aien, ta the Apostles, to othera of bin holy 
family. And aceoiding to the order and connection of these worda^ 
aa Peter was the first Apostle to whom the Lard appeared^ so Saal^ 
or Paid, was the last of the Apoalles whom the Lord waa pleased ta 
apear unto. And we mmy obaorvev Peter bad most awfaUy ataned 
in denying Chriat, yel oar Lord ap{>eai«d to himt before be 4ld to 
the eleven. And l^atd had mosigrievoualyainaed in peraeeating the 
Cbnitth^of Christ, and Christ appeara to htm^ andmi^ea him an 
AjpQstle, and a intness of bis se^urveetion, O Iha graae of Jesus I 
it is nnntteraUe. It exceeds the mlmoat atretcb of hu|nan thought ? 
Na wonder onr Apoatleahaald speak of it with ht)ly 4^1ight and joy; 
aaying, *f And fault of all he^was seen of mei|laa« as at one boim out 
ardaatime/^ ' 

f 7a k Qmchdid in mar m$H.} 
^^f**piwanpw"w— ^ 

FRAGMENT. 

The conflict of the godly, is wHh Ifce unholftaeea of sin ; bat that 
of th^ wicked, only with the guilt and other 'sensual commbdittes 
ef sin ; the first hate sin, becaute it hath flith in it to poltute ; 
the other merely fear sin, becaus<e it hatb'fii^.Ki Hta bum Aesonl. 
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OB SAIHT's TREA6UBV. M 

To tib Editat of the SptrUmml MmfawiMs 
Mr. Edixoji, 

I was so diuTiiied aad hurt at Ihe late ienrioe at Totteaban Coat I 
Chapel, when Rev. MR. Irving detabed his hearers, and niysi^lf among 
the rest to an unexampled lateness of hoar, that I cannot refrain fyont 
calling yoorattentioDy and that of ^oar Correspondents to «his MiIm 
ject. 

An £ditor of an accredited work» b certainW a pnblic Teachef I 
and oueht to he oa suiCable oecasioas a Censor for the general good i 
I would ask is it possible on nny principle of charity, <»ndor, or ibv* 
bearance, to palliate* much less Co justify the ecoeatric noyekgr ef 
imprisonbg for several hoars, an auditory which had before the Mr» 
vice commenced been reduced by pressore 4o the compaictaess and 
solidity of a bale of Indian Merohaadize» and snrrouadM already by 
an atmosphere considerably moae bot^— or at least. mora oppiMsive 
than that of Cakutta itself: I will not say to a condition resembliag 
the Blactbok formerly .noted m ihat |riaoe^at leiat the PKaeber 
was resolved that whatever mq^ht be the light af his a«ii Ocnius, mnI 
the M^idttoce towards the dose of tbe servke of ttfeka whieli oooid 
hardly bttm« • • .doing away the blackness of the seeae^ ; • .the boiN 
dage of it should be is absoiuU aa that of Newgate, tfll his soaring 
soul should desceml and uabolt the goal do^ra, or at least SMfce vmf 
lor such a happiaeas by the word AmeRi 

. .. la vaia did the Ladies look rouad with die eye of agony-^ia vain 
did tiiey whisper to their confidential friends that they would gite 
the world to get oni^the Masouliae Preacher, utterly insenMbie t# 
the common decencies of civilized life, held them fast* and has <^li«> 
sioned con8e4|uences the. most serious in many hundreds who will be 
physically sufferers more or less from his imprudence to the close of 

Is it possible that William Alers Hankey Esq. the President of the 
Missioifary Society, caa iaffer this grose oatrsge on feeling, in which 
Such mnliitudes were entrapped sod tonuetll!^, to etcape, without 
bis» and tbe Ditfectors' setorest f epfObalie|i« I will not say that no 
man ought to keep an audience so bmg, or that it argues great va^ 
nky to imagine oae's-self oapabie of ,t<istifytag so paitiful an ex- 
tension of the serviee. W^ alloWi at the*TlieatM> peraokis «tt to a late 
bouT) b«t they go in late. And at tbe hdosea cf Lofds aad Commons^, 
very long sp««i^s bttve been mtidfr^ lle¥9 resv^ftiber, pef sbirs ar^ 
aware, at least oa y^fMealar Oiwasi^yae, of the l<Hig detentloA which 
may be expected. At any -rate their confinemeDt is of their own 
making ; and indeed they may ^rom^itbir houae, ttmtv^ full, get 
oat when tivsy pleasa» But here pciaoas presuasiifg of comrse on the 
close of tlie sertke at {lie usual tlaie> and bavbig lakeft no precau- 
tions for a different arrangement, are absolutely Drepaaned, and 
caught in, like mice inadvertently pcfeming through the conic aienue 
of iawaard. sfitkea^ boni'tlie tcs^Ory beyond wbicbi there is no 
return ! 
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40 i'HE SPIBITVAL iIAGA2:iNE; 

If I hod not feared oocaaioniiig a tunuU iiio»e iii|urioaii Uuta the- 
madoess I censure, I would my self have interrupted the Speaker when 
he had gone beyond one hour and three quarters, wIfiGhid th^ uCmost 
stretch I would ever allow to a Missionary Sermon. And I most cer- 
tainty will if ever the-Rev. Orator should so in my hearing tfMSgresa 
again. It may be said this is unlawfuL I answer, it is not ; for sup^' 
posing he had continued his harangue till the middle of the next day/ 
could no one interrupt him 1 There must be a modicum in these? 
matters : and were such an interruption as I fuliy intend to make, 
brought jnto Court, I am persuaded the decision would go against 
him. Had there been no Church prayers before the Sermon, ami no^ 
prayer of considerable length from the pulpit after it — and had not 
many of the hearers been waiting there since 2 o'clock, the case would 
have been somewhat different, Uiough then perfectly reprehensible: 
had it been the custom in this Coun^, as it has been in Scotland to 
carry services to so unseemly a length, we might admit of a crippled 
apology. But in the present instance, indelible obloquy is thrown 
upon. the Preacher,, as totaUv deficient in that delicacy which antici- 
pates and provides for a dimcnlty, and that sympathy which inva- 
riably marks the great and good. : : 

One would think that the Preacher piously, resolved to poaish in this 
way, the mere curiosity which he perhaps suspected, broughtthenipst of 
them together. In addition to what I have said about long' speeches 
ii&c. in the Houses of parliament, let it be remembered, that the audi- 
ences there consist of men, not of females, hundreds of whom from 
the. adventure of lastThiirsday fortnight, vrili. never recollect Mr. 
iRViNo's^name, but with peciuuur terror. In addition to these hints, 
I beg to aver that the. substance of the whole might have been given 
in half the time« 

Tour's, Q. 

FRAGMENTS. 

God by affiicUpn, separateth the sin. that he hates, from the son 
that he loves; and keeps him by these thorns, that he break not 
over into. Satan*s pleasant pastures, which would fat him indeed, but 
to the slaughter. — -? 

There is such an antipathy, between a Protestant and a Papist, a» 
is between the hero birds in PhUarchp the Siskin, and the Mwtkin, 
which will fight eargerly alive, and being dead, if you mix their blood » 
it ..will run apart and discociate ; or like the two Poles of heaven^ 
which stand for ever directly, . and diametrically opposite. . 

As in flaying of a beast, the.skincomesaway with. easc^ till you 
come to the head ; so many are well enough content to conform to 
good courses, till it come to the master corruption, and head sin ; and 
then there they stick. 

A» winds and tl^undf^rs^pleai^ the air ; so do afflictions the soul of a. 
Cl^ristiai)^ . . * 
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OR, saint's TREASURY. -'^ '4t. 

To the Editor: 
Sir, 
From the spirit, of vour Prospectus, and the first Number !i>f yoiir 
Spiritual Magazine, I am induced to send you the following irag^ 
meiit, praying the Glorious Head of the Church to render it profit- 
able to the Household of Faith. It is the first time I have taken, up 
-my. pen for any periodical Work ; but, should you consider this scrap 
worthy of a place in your pages, and should those pages continue 
to publish full Gospel Truth in the Spirit of the Gospel, I shall hav^ 
pleasure in contributing a little more to them. ^ 

Tours ip the Gospel of Peace, 

Jtffly (MA, 1824, JOSEPH. 

RECONCJLIATION, 

Wben unscriptural phrases obtain the sanction of common usage, 
they pass for orthodox without being examined ; and thereby seek- 
ing souls are misguided, to the great loss of their spiritual comfort 
and joy. This is undoubtedly* the case with regard to both prayer 
and preaching, in which exercises I have often heard good men use 
the phnute " reconciled God." 

New such an epithet is not authorised in the word of God ; but is 
plainly repognant to the whole tenor of revelation: for if Jehovah 
be at any time reconciled to his people, then there must have been 
a time when he was irreconciled, and consequently, ^ change mutt 
liave taken place in bis mind; he f must have yielded and consented 
to persons whom he once abhorred and rejected, and to suppose this 
is the very essence of Atheism ; yet such language is often employed 
as can have no otber meaning. 

It is essential to the being of God that he should be of one mind, 
witbout variableness or shadow of turning ; therefore the objects of 
bis love must, have been such from all eternity, and must remain 
such to all eternity. He never was irreconciled to their persons. He 
never will be reconciled to their sins. Their persons were as dear 
and precious to him in their unregenerate state, yea, before he made 
the world, as they are in their behest attainments in spiritual life, 
or ever will be in his immediate presence, f* I have loved thee witH 
an everlasting love,'* is his own sacred declar$ition, and on this is 
founded the gift of their persons to Christ, and the gift of Christ to 
them, as their divine Surety — the register of their ni^es in the book 
of life, and the whole provision of the Covenant of grace for their 
present peace, and etersal salvation. 

. That a reconciliation is effected between God and his people, is 
plain ; but then.it is Man reconciled to God, not God to Man. His 
.people have n.dt always loved him, although he has always loved 
them. The natural state of the Lord's people, is a state of eninity 
against God in common with the whole race of Adam ; and there is 
m- the carnal, mind a rooted aversion to God's plan of salvation ; i%' 
JB not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be : hence yihem. 

yot.. 1.— No. 3. 
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ji2 TUP IFIBITtfAJb ItfAOAaiNE; 

ev^r i{alvation and Leaven i^ tbcnigiit pf by then, they srt for com- 
promising matters with Jehovah; they promise to do. t)i^iv.best to 
.jsatisfy his lair afd justice, expecting hii^ to c}i#pettM vUh th^s full 
.'demands of both, Itnd accept of». y^a^ yield to their snpposiod ohedi- 
.•nca :— this would indeed pip to rrea^jifU^ Qod, and thereby tamieb 
^is fflory ; yea^ annihila^ bis exUteq^e^ 

The recfu^ciliat^on of which tJM Soripftnw^ treat, la the bofiipg of 
tJtie proM4 aiuQer*8 heart tp JehovahV plan of love ajad mercy ; wbcuDS- 
|n, pardoiv life» and peace are letealed as tbe^ free, gifts of God bi 
Christ, to the ruined, guilty^ ap4 depv^ved p^a^Nrity of Adaai^ ishh 
spective of any thing in them ; ^jrea, to the utter exclusion of all pre- 
tentions to huma» merit* 

At thia the proud heart of man recoils, and exclaims, Whi^t ! are 
we to be considered mere machines? May we not repent, and believe 
when we please ? hk i|ot man a free Bg^ ? Npw &e reconciliation 
of which the Bible speaks, strikes at the root of this arrogance, and 
l^rings down these lofty looks, and h]j|;b ^oughts, which exalt Uiem* 
'selves against Christ, until the poor sinner ifi laid in the dust of setf- 
abaseinent, confesaiiig himself vile, w^d made willing to acoept ^ 
!fiill and complete salvatioo of the Lordfa providing,, in th^ Lojrd> owa 
wy. 

Should this fragment me^t the eye of ^^f^ a ^ H^^i^^e^&i^M to 
God^ let him not suppose there 14 any re/copciliation wrought, in the 
inind of Jehovah ; ho^ l^t him rest asaored that he, stood Moved in 
Christ fix>m eternity, aad considei lihe c^nqiiesi of grace,, vi^icb 
lirought him to the ^t of the cros9». affi m^<^ ^^ wiUiiigin the 
day of Jehovah'a piower« a^ ^e cei^Mficati) of Upi i«giater ia Hfe boob 
pf iif<^ and the pledge of all the ble^ii^ga of the covenant of gicaceb 

No longer, my brother, ^ppirofudi 4^boyab 9a a i«Gonci)ed Go^ 
but go to liim in his glorious covenant. cbfMfaeter, aa th(e imiobfMiging 
God of Israel,, who is without v^aiaabloaieaa oi? the shadow of tanning; 
and in all ;^our addj^esses to bi|K throat, ^hetish a gfiAeful eennfe of 
l^e distinguishing n^rpy which m^de yoa a nc^f^iiM i ' 



TO. THB 

SONS AKD DAU6HTi5RS0PTH«l40Ha> AjLMIGHTT^ 

In and near r-^*^ — --^ — 

• Bblotbd m THE Lord, 

Being qffeciionaiefy denraus o^jjmki, I am minded to pea a feif 
libes, which, under the. shillings of Christ's Spifit, may prove, 
presently or in time to come, profitable to yonv souls.. I waa.8ent bf 
ibe Lord God of Israel to bring glad iidimg9 of grtaiJMf^ to yoH, hi 
^verlastiaglv lov^d, foreknown and predestinated peo(4e; my. iai,. 
aiediate task baa been accomplished, but the finaks Aeraof are yet 
achly to. abounds I look for greater maBifestatioDB of GodTs love, 
bibia daawing ybu to a deeper discenunent and clearer pcfauasMMi 
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Oii) SAli^T^ft TREASUEYi AS 

of ibat low. 1 John ii^ 18. To this end frtre jOtt cMedwiih m 
h^fy €alUng» wad by the ffftctmi working bf Gods Spirit^ .testifying 
of God*s Christy as revealed ia God*s word» you shall im due ieasen 
rtap ifsfou faint %oL The Gospel is made ap of mysteries which 
are eternally hidden from all save the elect of God» Dan. xil. 10* knd 
even from the elect themselves until fitted bjf divine power for divine 
xommuatcations* Lake xxiv. 45* The preaching of the everlasting 
Gospel is God's appointed means o{ gatkeriHig together, to the jirstle 
■tifme ghry ^f his graces elect sinners Of the posterity of Adam, that 
»ey might reeeiye the principle of eternsi life id regeneration^ might 
be nrst 4rihi%^ then drawn into « state of conveHioni Gal. iii. 34.-* 
Jer. xxxi. 3. and then so furthered in M holy con»er»ation and godr 
iiness, as to be found looking /or and hasting Unto the coming oftko 
day ^ God, These acta of the Lord by the ministry 6f the word^ abd 
in the souls of his people^ nre however but the divine developmcsii of 
what He hath purposed and performed for them in X^hrist their 
^ter^al Head. The regeneration and conversion of God's eleet^ d# 
not add a Jot or tittle to the glorious Gospel. Thereby spkitoid 
creatures wtefarmsd and eUatfliehtd^ Isa. xliii. Sl.r— 1 Pet. v. Itt so 
as in due time to adorn the doctrine of God their Savior. B^t An 
Gospel, being the essential truth of the Eternal God, mitet be stated 
and contemplated as apart from the crehture. God*8 evertastin|^ 
love to the elect is the source of all s^vationi santtiflcafion, aki 
glorification, but the elect cannot in a natural state apprehend iLay 
dung of God's love» or of the wondrous manlfestattoas thereof. Nay 
even in a supernatural state they wefooh andshtp of heart to Mieik 
the great tfi^e wherewith God hath loved them. Very blessed there- 
fore IS it to be faithfully told, that spiritual Hfe is wholly ah ^ei ot 
God s love, and God's salvation ; that we of thfe election ofgrasf^^ 
are as perfectly loved, I John iv. 19. and as perfectly saved^ Hkb. 
Xi 14. at one time as nt another ; and that our knowle^e, our belief, 
our eiyoyment of Christ, as set forth in the eternal woid, do not plaee 
the elect, so far fts relates to their stnnding in Jesus, in a higher, 
holier, or more immutable state than they were rooted in, before re- 
generation. 

1 wish to call, in a very espeetal mantteri the nttentiott of my 

late hearers at ^, to* their eternal state in Christ, a silbjeot 

wljii<Ji has been long either overlooked^ ot ^ so carnillly eon* 
sideredy as to deHroy the foundations on which the right^ovs aire 
everlastin^y to r^st. The happiness of a trut Christian, Rev. liL 9* * 
must consist in the spiritual, realized knowledge that he Was loved 
.in Christ, chosen in Christ, given to Christ, married to Christy bless- 
ed hI Christ* saved in Christy yea and glorifiod together with 
Christ, brfore the foundation of the worlds An eleet tenel 6f 
'mercy cannot reverse his own blessings. Numbers xxiii. 20. nor 
doth his saintship augment the essential certainty of his state 
before God. Titus i. 2« If this be tfot the Gospek we who are 
called, are-^ tOtmen most misirahle. Our ^perimental Kpdwledge 
of God*s truth, wrought into our spiriluiA mindii by the fftOy Ghost, 
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44 TH£ smRlttAL liAGAZi^E; 

makiHT bar calling and ehttion nire^ u e.'swfe to oiirselvcft, llie *arri* 
being ckavly and conclusively apprehended by us; but what \Ve ar<j 
in God's purpose is the cause, of which the manifestation of the sons 
of God, is an effect. Every tbitiff in a sinner is and must be opposed 
to Christ's Grotpel. Rom.'viii. 7. It is only as a regenerate sinner's 
divine nature is drawn forth and exercised upon the Truth, that he 
can obey the Gospei. He learns from the word, that the enmity of 
the elect against God, the consequence of the first man's transgres- 
sioD,. bath been slain by the death of Christ : that death itself hath 
been abolished, and even the dominator of death, Heb. ii. 14. hath 
been destroyed. He (the sinner) is virtually and eternally reconciled 
to God by the death of Christ,, and he is besought of God to be 
actually reconciled, i. e. to repent and believe the Gospel. And 
whatever may be the present hs^rdness and irope'hitence, blindness 
and madness, treachery within and vileness without, of a depraved, 
elect sinner, he must sooner or later be fixed in the fulness of the 
blessing of the Gospd of Christ, He must know the things that are 
freely given unto him of God. He must refdice in Christ Jesus. He 
must after much tribulation enter into the rest that remaineth to . the 
people of God. In all this a poor sinner is entirely passive. He can 
DO more of himself, perform any act of the divine life, than he could 
have elected or redeemed himself. 2 Cor. iii. 5. AU things are of 
God, who hath also reconciled us unto himself bif Jesus Christ. All 
relief ever ministered to mourners in Zion, must be derived from the 
shewing of spiritual things to their spiritual minds. John xvi. 14. 
In this way the preaching ofthe Gospel is made so pre-eminently 
•profitable to God's elect, by supplying them with a succession of 
aubfects divinely suited ta their every case and circumstance. Christ's 
.fulness is dispensed and distributedtothemerobersof his mystic body. 
.Col. li. 19i What Christ is as our Elect Head, as our Glorious Re- 
deemer, as our Great High Priest, as the King of Saints, as the 
image of the Invisible God, as God othr all blessed for ever ; these 
astonishing verities shrouded in the Scriptures, Luke x. 21. are made 
at length, familiar things to God's alternately chastened and 
cherished children, until they all come in the unity of the faith and 
of the knowledge of the Son if God, to a perfect man, to the measure 
of the stature of the fulness of Christ. May the Lprd bless abun- 
dantly, the truths which, during my brief ministry aV — , I was 

strengthened to proclaim to you. May he lead you iuto the sim- 
' plidty that is in Christ, avoiding philosophy and vain deceit. I pray 
for your furtherance and joy of faith, that whether t come and see 
you or else be absent^ I may hear of your affairs that ye standfast in 
one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the Gospel. 
' Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity^ 
Amen. 

Your Servant for Christ's feake, 

T. M. 

Kswcastls-under-Lyme* 
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AN EXPOSICION 

Vmf^^at't of the Slh Chapier of Matthew, hy Wtlltam Tindal^ 
^^ .. who suffered Martyrdom in tfanders, 1536. 

*' Ye be the salt of the erthe. But if the salt he waxen unsawryt 
what can bee salted therewythe. It is henceforth nothynge worths* 
But to be caste oute and to betroden under jote of men**' 

The office of an Apostle and true preacher 4s to salt, not only the 
t^orrupt.maners and co^nuersation of erthy people/ but also the rottea 
herte within and all that spryngeth out thereof th^ ir datyrall reaaon^ 
their wyl $heir vnderstandynge and wisedome : yet, and their faith 
and belefe, and all that they haue iroagened withoute Gpdes worde« 
t;oncernyiig ryghtousnes iustitienge, satifFactio, and seguing ,. of 
God. And the nature of salt is to byte> frete, and n^ake smart. 
And the sicke pacientes of the worlde are meruelouse impacient,* so 
that though with greate payne they can suffry their grosse synnes t<>.be 
rebuked undei^ a fassion, as in a parable a fare of) yet to haue ^he 
righteoiisnes, theyre bolynesse and seruynge of God and his sayntes* 
dessallowede^ improued and condemned for danniable and deuelysh^ 
that fuaye they not abyde. Insomuch that thou inust leaoe thy saltings 
or el»e be prepared to suffer againe, euen to be called a- rayler, 
aedicious, a maker of discorde, and a troubler of th^ common peace» 
yea scismatike, and an heretike also, and to be lyed. upon, that ithoa 
bast done and sayd that thou neuer thougfateste» and thou to be called 
coram nobis: and to singe a newe song arid forsweresaltinge, or els 
to be sent after thy feilowes that are goac before^ and the waye thy 
master wente. / 

True preachinge is asaltyngthat styrreth uppe persecution and an 
office tb9t no manne is. meete for sane he that is seasoned hyniselfe 
before with pouertie in spyrite, soften^ sse, meken^sse, pacience, raer* 
cyfulnesse, purenes of herte, and bonger of rightuousnesse, and 
looking for persecution to, and hath all hia hope, comforte.*and 
solace in the blessinge onely, in no worldly thynge. . . .> 

. Nay wyll some saye a man might preache longe ynough withotten 
pefsecutioR, yea, and getfauour to, for yf he would not meddle Wftiye 
the Pope, by shops, prelates and holy ghostly people that lyue tn 
contemplacion and solytarinesse, nor with great men in the workL I 
aunswere true preachinge is saltinge: and all that is corrupt miiste 
be salted, and those parsons are of all other mooste corrupte, . and 
therefore may not be left vn touched • 

The Pope*s pardons must be rebuked the abuse of the Masse of 
the sacramentes and of. all the ceremonies must be rebuked^.'and 
salted. And sellyng of merites and of praiers must be nedes salted. 
The abuse of fastinge and of- pylgrimage must also be salted.* ,h\\ . 
ydolatrye and false fayth must be rebuked. And those Fryers, that 
teach men to beleue in Saint Frances cote how that they shaLneuer 
eomeinhell or purgatori, if they be buryed therein, may e. not be 
passed over with silence. 

The pain and gcefle oC^alting made monkes fle to. their cloistur^s: 
Naye (say thei) we went thether of pure deuocion to pray for /the 
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4$ *rHB fl^piRiTVAi. magazine; 

pc6ple. Ye but for 1(1 that the more ye ^<pfeise aod die more ye 
multiply your praters^ tbe worse the world is. That is not our fsLUt9 
(My nktj) but theirs, that they dyspofte not theimselues, but eo^tinue 
in siane, sod so are ynapte to receiue the influence of our priaers* 
O hypofcHes, if ye were true salt, and had good hertes, loued your 
neyghboars (if dead men be neighbours to them that are aliue) and 
wolde come out of your dennes, and take pain to salt and season them^ 
ye should make a great meany of them so a^te that your praiers 
might tak effect. But now Bein| aa ye sai, the! be so vllsauori that 
fomr praters be to them improfetable. though their goodes be to yoil 
|ito6table» and yet ye bane no copassion to coin out and salt ihefli, 
il is mtmifest that yei lone not them but theira, and that ye prAy m^ 
for tiiem^ but vnder the ecrfonr of praieing mocke them and robbe uiem* 

Finally^ salt which is the true understanding of the Iaw» of faith 
and of the entente of all Workes ba^hi n you lost by vertue, neythiei^ 
be there are any so unsauburye in the world As ye are, nor any that ac^ 
aore kycke against true salting as ye, and therefore to be ca^t out 
tad tfode Tttder foote, and dispia^ of all Mien by the ryghleooae 
judgement of €k>d« 

If salt haue lost hta 9a|taeft, it ia good for nothing btit to be troadea 
▼nder fote of menne. That !ia, if the preacher which for his doc- 
tryne Is caHed tfalte^ hitue lost the nature of salte : that is to say , his 
aharMMse In r (^idting tM ▼nrightuouftnes, all natnrall reason, nii^ 
tumu witte> tttd vnderstanding, and all truste and confidence in. 
«rtiai aoeuer it be^ aaue in the bloude of Chrtste : he is condemned of 
ii3ad) and disalowed of all them that cleaue to the truethe. In what 
«Me }MnA they Hb^ that haue benefysea and preach not, verely 
though they stand at the alter yet are they excpmunicltte tM tfaat . 
oat of the lyuing eharch of Ah6ightie God. 

And what if die doctrine be not true salt: veryly then it is to b^ 
trode* under Ibte, as niust all werysh and unsauerye ceremoniea 
whycbe haue lost tbeyr significattons, and not onely to Itche bot and 
ibtfe become unprofitable atid do no more serhice to manne, but also 
Jiane obtained authoritie as Odd in th^ hert of man that mau aeruetR 
ibem and puteCh in them tbe trust and confidence that he shold put 
t» God his maken throuw Jesus Christ his Biedeettic^r. Are tbe in<^ 
|i%itttCtoim of man better than God's,* ye, ate Qadies ordinannces 
Wtter noiM^ then in the okle time. The Prophets troade under foote 
mnd ediied the tenotple of Ck»d iM th6 aacrefycet of God, «nd all 
ceremonies that God had ofdayned, with fastynges and praienges, 
^nd all that the peple peruerted and comitted ydbUtri with. We 
Itaae as stmt a eomnmiidment to salt and to rebuke All vngodlynesse . 
W had the Frophetes; WyH they then hade their ceremdnyea 
Iio0o«tably spoken of, then let them restore them tdr the right tire« 
and put the salt of the true meaning and afgnifycttfions of mb to 
ikem agayn. But as they be now \^ed, non that loneth Chryst can 
ipeake honourablye of thert? i^fmt true Christen man caHtie^eue 
liotfo«re t» tliat that taketh ftli Iroiionre ftomme Chry*t: ^ho ctltf 
geiie honoure to that that sleyeth the soule of lti« brother, arid ri^bi 
beih^hyti herte of that trust and coiifidt;nce ^hichn he ahulde geue 
lerhya Lord,, that hath bousht kirn with hi* bbtfle. 
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Beiog somewhat pleased with the tenor of the Prospectus nir- 
ttoanciDg your Magazine, I expected the full savor of those Spirituat 
Realities which are so precious to a real son of Zion ; and purchased 
the first Number by way of trial j but judge Sir, if you can, of my 
surprize when coming to page 23^ 1 found the very curious epistle oC 
Z. Truly, Sir, I was astonished at the Writer's assurance, when» 
in the face of such a Prospectus, he takes up the cudgels and 
inarches forward armed at all points with the destructive ** notioq o^ 
free-will in man, to what is savingly good/* As though he werc^ 
fearful you would light up a torch, exposing the deficiency of many 
periodical publications* now a-days called Religious* 

I hope. Sir, for the honor of truth» that no motive of earthly profit 
prompted the coming forth of your Magazine; how mean thenmu^t 
be that spirit which would attempt to lylure you from the standard of 
Truth, by proffers of encouraging the work. If encouragements arc 
wanted, Mr. Editor^ ajlow me to say unless it stand open to the-, 
admission of the blessed things of the free gra<ce salvattpn of Jesus 
Christ; it will fait into t^e baipk ground, and rank \uth^piany pther 
Pseudo- Religious w<MrIfs lyhii^b are a disgra^ce to the public press. 

I should much like, had I leisure sufficient to analyze thiet letter of 
Mr. Z*s. and go regularly through it; but I must content myself with 
a few ren^rk«« 

I begin with his very sage question, *' Is not IbifQwjft^l pmipbed 
in nlmpst evi^ry town, and vUbige in EosVaad T' I anawef. Ho \ tbe 
true, real and Amen Goapel of Christ, b preached onljj in a v«jry few, 
places even in tbi3^ ^eat Metropoiis,, when connpared^yitb the iMiinber 
of men who hav^ pet up lA the preaching Dusiness, I wiU.oot^ 
sa^ how qualified. 'Your Correspondent Z» seeins to imaeini»^i 
that every man who stands up in a pulpit, with a Bible betore .. 
h'lim, preaches the Gospel ;^ showkt the- Lord the Spirit in great 
mercy make him acquainted with the plague of his own heart, : 
aa hehas me; hftwili then see itery diffacentlip^ and talk no more 
ahk>ut *' oj^oring tfie progreu. qf Bdigiom iJberiyC' or, in other 
ijirords. Religious Eih'or, 

Again, he saya '* We.hacpse.tfissionai!^ and BiUt gecieties at home 
and abroad all at work." True,, Mx. Z, they are S0| but what are 
they doing? A^eyon sure tbey have got the proper maim Spring 
te nieir wo^lc? may we not fear lA. too nnmy insiiances their great 
Iff heel is of tbe wrpnj|( kindt For uiuless. human Jren will be taken . 
away, and mj^. X^r^f 9Qmreigfk will inserted in its at^ad^ matters v 
wiH never be right . . 

As to Z.'s questipnj^ '' What ean be.fakly. OKeant by a general sn- 
pineness and aberration from the truth as. at all chargeable either on 
oUr pulpits or pMr jurof^pssors V* The answer is this,, the generality pf 
our pulpits, ^qd professors like your Corfesj^oodent Ji. are fre^f ^ 
wHlenr, Itnd therefore, do not know that they have nor will to do a«n)f 
thing but sin» which is the truth*. '<0h! but say they» we have a 
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will that our Missiooary and Bibk Socii^ties st^ould cOpvcit the whole 
of mankind 2** yea, I dare say, and devils too ; but as it happens^^ 
Grod hath said it shall not be so. Rom. ix. 6 — 2G. and therefore it 
cannot be the truth, from this may safely be inferred a general su- 
pineness and aberration from the truth : and therefore, I hope 2. will 
no longer be at a loss to know what there can be that justines a new 
Religious Magazine, although we have so many. Query ; perhaps this 
Correspondent derives pecuniary protit from some one of them, and 
therefore considers the craft in danger* 

' It is high time to raise a cry against spiritual preaching, «ay8 Z ; 
why ? because such preaching is calculated to overthrow free-will— 7 
that it puts down human pride — lays the dead sinner low — and shows 
the power of God in giving spiritual life to him that is dead in tress- 
passes and sins : and before I his is done^ I will say that Mr. Z. is not 
onlyi^a " mere log*' but a dead one, and cannot' think, speak, or act at 
all pleasing to God. I^t him cloth himself with as much pre^nded 
benevolence as he may, the natural mind is enmity against God ; for 
to be carnaliy minded is death, Rom. viii. 6, 7. 

There are a great many points more I should like to have noticedg^ 
tiut must conclude with merely observing, that from the Title of your 
Publication I conceive it is intended if not wholly at least chiefly for 
the use of the Lord*s people only : I mean those who are called by 
. grace into the liberty of the Gospel, and as such you do not expect 
it to succeed with the whole mass of mankind. 

SPIRITUAL LIBERTY. 
3rd il%, 1824. 

' We thank ** Spiritual Liberty** for his Letter : but we must say^ 
that it contains some expressions more bold than we think prudent 
even on his own grounds : but as' we wish our Magazine to offer 
a fair field for a|l spiritual writers and readers* we cheerfully invite 
his further communications. 



THE CAPTIVATED SOUL 

RESTLESS TILL IT EXPERIENCES AFRESH ITS 

INTEREST IN CHRIST JESUS. , 

There is mention made of a certain bird in Egypt, near the river 
Nitusy called Avis Parodist, (for the beauty of its feathers, having 
in it, as we say, all the colors of the rainbow,) The Bird of Paradise,, 
which hath so pleasant and melodious notes, that it raiseth the affec«. 
ttons of those that hedr it : now this bird, if it chance to be any way, 
ensnared or taken, it never leaves mourning, U|l it be delivered. Such 
is the soul of every regenerate man, if it be taken by Satan, or over^ 
taken by the least of stn«, weakness, or infirmity, it is restless with 
the spouse in the Canticles, no sleep shall come into the eye, nor any . 
slumber to the eyelids; till Reconciliation be made^ith God in Christ , 
Jesiis. • . 
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ORIGINAL ESSAYS* 
11. 

ON PROVIDENCE. 

If ever there was a subject in which all the reasooing powers of 
man are whelmed and lost ; a theme in which the intellect of angels 
might be bewildered, it is the providence of God : we can occasion- 
. ally discern the design of various movements; but» to notice the 
intricacies of particular points, and their full connection with each 
other, is a work beyond the power even of the saints intelligence, 
in this early stage of their progression, towards that fulness and en- 
largement which shall contribute to the bliss and the glories of 
eternity. 

While able only to stand on the brink, and cry oh ! the depths, 
how can we fathom this ocean, or explore its unsearchable riches: 
' how can we venture on its snrfiice, or sail forward into its inmensity, 
while shadows, clouds, and darkness rest upon it. But if led by the 
Spirit of our God into all the truth, we shall ma)te every discovery 
which may promote the divine glory, and kam as much fui is don** 
sistent with our present state of trial and war&re» or conducive m 
any degree t6 our real and lasting feliei^. 

By the Providence of God, is meant the divine superintendence of 
all things, and direction of them to certain ends for the accomplish- 
ment of G>od's own purposes, and the manifestation of Ins glory : and 
this superintendence we understand as exercised tofirards the minutest 
affairs in^the vast creation, throughput the whole duration of time; 
or if considered aa extending to eternity, such an extension fails aoC 
within the limits of our present subject 

This doctrine has been much opposed by iafidelH among the 
learned and uoleamed: they have preferred the government o>f 
Chance to that of God : while others, less immoderate uid fantasti'dS; 
have thought that the Supreme Director regarding the general whole» 
could not however, condescend to notice small affairs^ Shall God, 
say they, take cognizance of events important only to>some one in- 
dividual, but unknown to the multitude, or forgotten in an hour? 
These men admit the gemrai, but deny the partiaUar providence of 
God : they admit the contour, but, the accomplished fiiushing of a 
single feature, they deem too particular. The horuEOn may be marked 
with a vivid band of l%ht, but the whole hemisphere above- oMUt be 
covered with thick dariLuess : the two outlines of the rainbow will be 
granted, but to all its soft colorings, and rich blendinga of sluMle, they 
are willingly and grossly blind. They would make tlie^ w^rk :of the 
Deity in the worMt a harsh unfinished, sketchy cadber than a pie- 
f ure of exquuite beauties, conceived by eternal wisdom^ and <ixecutied 
by the fioger of God. 

Nature, Experience, and Revelatioa proclaim this doctrine. Ui% 

Vol. L— No. 2. H 
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naimralto tqppote that God should govern the worid which he ha» 
made) would ail artifieer ac^mplish the structuf^ of an eagioe for 
his own immediate use, sad then suffer it to rage in its movements 
without regulation and without purpose t WiU a poet complete hi» 
theme, in ail the grandeur of imagery, and the pomp of circumstance, 
and never once think of it again with pleasure? will the statesmau 
conceive and emhody an enlightened code of laws, and never once 
regard tlieir enactment, or notice their consequences? Such con- 
duct in either case, would be a combination of impotence, frivolity, 
and inconsistency^ and yet this is charged upon God, if it be sup- 
posed possible he can have created the world, with all its brilliant 
appendages, and pvonouaced it on a review, to be all very good; 
that be should have creaied im» and angels with amasing powers, 
aad never move amidst than as Lord and King I that he should have 
ponred fiyrth the lustre «f beauty upon' the whole creation, yet in- 

. fitantly give it over tocorrikption and desolation, rather than uphold 

, all things by the word of his power. 

It might abo be argued, that as all things were produced from 
nothingr so they would immediately return to nothing, were they nbt 
ckmtuniaily supported by the being who created them at first. The 
esaeace of the -creature dees mot necessarily involte the continaatien 
el beliig, which alone beknigs to God, and caa be found in no degree 
whatever in the ereatore, but as eomauuiieated from Him who is the 
sole feaatain of We- . 

Nor aretheobjections. we combat, less contrary to Eaeperienife. 
Do we not see that ever since the world was made, it has been up- 

" held and established by the power which created it? What /elne 
eauM ever have dutectod and maintained to the present hour, the 
motions of the Jieavenfy bodies, and that with such exactness, that 

: nince. their march stmek the finrt.honr of Time, not the -error of. a 

. aMBcnt has crept- into their vast nachiaeryl Why has the sua 
never become weary in his course, and phtnged behmd the western 
wayc^ never agnn to toil up the tmmensie aM^ent, and cover the 
caatera.hiiisywi&l^okl I why have net the brilliant stars ianamerable 
ceased to glow in Hie firmament, and the queen of night shed her 
diadein amidst die ruin of the fallings orbs : has it not been becai^e 
that God w^ kmdled them at fitst, has perpetuated their flame 
and >comiiianded- them to shine till ti>e spliettdor of the last day^ 
shatt eatiagaish Aem for ever I 

Aad to what strange mfiaence is it to he attribcted, that the 90ns 
of men who have so ^len risen np against each other, have not at 
iNigth destroyedalflMMt the whole race, aad having at.first dbhonoDed 
the temr^ of God on earth, for the whole is the wide temple of Ood, 
|Nroceeded afterwards to banish and eatermhiate . his worshippers 
firom beneath the aim; >and, murdering one another mutaally as they 
lemaiBed^ 'leave at last only a miserable aflieistical few, coateraptu- 
ously to exdain: that there was no God ; no priovidence ; that once 
indeed 4t had ^ been: prophesied as from.hearett» that there should 
always l)e a remnant left for the continuatiDn of the Church jon 

: earth; aikl that this Church should eatend on all sides aronna^ but 
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timA 4^ bad now extcnaknted newly Ibewltokiici^ aifed faUfitd 
d^ Tnidiiien».Reato/i, n^d Rev«l»tion I > : . : t •*» 

How. is it to be aceojunted for thai ^U tke events atkhtoty, B^ipMt* 
t» Wye terminated in this one point, tlie glory of God^.ipnlwitlifl^taiid'r 
i^ tli0 s^pparent inlricncy and^coafnsioaof tkeir movetneuls* so^ thnt^ 
ibtt tMeimad «dnfcbystuid»% who hasobserfed thtir snccessaon*. 
ted the sUU more eool reviewer i>f tbem after ihe lwp§e of a«e^» baa* 
wilh unutterable delight beheld tl|ett.aU tending liKmi^e ^ improfei^ 
I»entji9flhe h«inian sp/Bcies; the estabbshnent of Gospel trnih ; and- 
the accpmplishroent of heaven-inspired prophecies*, It»ScaroelJir> 
noeds a mind illumined bif divine grace, to djscovef amidst snA a 
train 6Jf events as this, a dear demonstration of a God vrgidating imdi 
direpting att things. - 1| scarcely Jieeds an heaven gifted eye to bt<; 
hold in sticA a scene* the glory of Jehovah breaking forth ei^ea* 
though from aatidsl Ibick clouds and darkness : or an ear more than 
liyman to dtstingnish . a voice saying cmpbatinally to the soid^: 
<VVer»ly theye is a Go4 dM4 Jndgeth in the earth r . i 

If so singular a concatenatiofi of harmonious beauties in the poa<H 
devotts movements of fL ffbole noivejrsn^ establish sa no degree lhe< 
doctrine of providences it mnst be high time to give up the idea of* 
aU philosopbica) induction; to conclikle that ihc boasted power, of) 
tn^ are but the play of a infant : that argumentation is the :ml9i^ • 
sfKut of supeicilious inipot^nc^ : that the majestic ami baaiitifnlf 
^cim^ry .of tt^ uabie«ie» .la at parted, nothing : that the . wonders of 
history, are a fable : the whole earth an enchantment, vanishing siSi> 
it jfose; beiieath tbe^ vafing of a Sorceror'a wmd : and that we 
i^h^r, live, move, nor h#y^ 'Mr .being on the eaf illy ^ ia^ (bo eknenftr* 
in which ,we ^ 1 betiefEe. oni^lves to eiLfst. ■* 

The most^plausibl^ aqj^nmen^ hoyircver of ibe objeetof, seems to# 
be ^his ; ; that since all God's^ works must be pej^fect, it is absurd «nd'( 
di^i|onorable to the. Deijt^rio suppose that hi^ ffjKat work of Creation^ i 
should need tl^e slightest interference, a^ter he bad once accomplished i 
it. To this we rq)l^ that, ^ while all Gofi's works are perfect, their* 
perfection consists m their adaptation to the purposes for which h^« 
made them ; ^nd it is at least equally plausible for us to allirm,' 
that these purposes have .been to dei{ion|tra|e tbjB necessity of bis • 
own cpntiif upd agency and operation* . 

The heavenly bodief maintain their unwearied conxse at pfecistfy ^ 
the same periods, and in the safpe lioef or orbits^ and ranst^ accord*- • 
ing to the notions of all philosophers, coinmukiicate the same ifi- ' 
fluences,, whether by means of.attos^tion, vemityi or any other kind • 
of enerffy> and yet.ive see the phenomena of Nature eontannaify di*^ 
versified and various to a degiee absolutely una^ccfuntablo' upon any » 
other supposition than that, of the interfering and providential hand « 
of God. Thus we behold a 9on9tant mntaiion of weather* yf^nation ' 
of seasons, and vicissitud^e of f^tmosphf|!^, so that no precise day or . 
month in any y^r,. answers In these respecti; to Uie^same df^y of 
month in the. year preceding;, when the relative situation^ the: 
earth to th^ ^^\m$ has in . both cases been eia^tfy the same ; and / 
wbep if.iMiture. h^ proceeded npoo the fixed hiws those vroidd ^ 
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astign lo ber^ who deny a particular ahd iBterfering provideoce,' 
these effects coald not have been so diverliified, but must have been 
contiaiially and fixedly the same: else why should one spring be 
ushered in with a storm» and another with the gentlest zephyrs ; one 
miinnier be barren, and another fertile ; one autumn overloaded with 
fruits, and another comparatively desolate. And with regard to 
winter, this also has its varieties, and perhaps exercises its influence - 
on the coming spring. A superintending power above all these 
natural causes, produces according to his own good pleasure, these 
diversities so continual and so contrary to our expectations. 

And may we not make the same observation with regard to the . 
intellectual world! The schemes of the most careful and sagacious 
have been frustrated with disgrace, and the wisest of men have stood 
oonfessed as fools and children. 

But it is with pleasure we turn to Scripture after these argumenta- 
tions, which, however they, may advance our enquiry, and prepare 
the mind for the reception of superior evidence, cannot of themselves 
net the question at rest* We fully believe that unassisted nature 
may discover much to establish our doctrine ; and we can propose 
on our side arguments irresistible to an unbiassed judgment, yet we 
do not allow these arguments to assume any other rank in the course 
of ^us enquiry, than as preparatory to proofs more clear and indeed 
final : and if our infidel adversaries remain decidedly attached to 
their former opinions, we leave them, as far as regards themselves, 
with deep regret. 

We now apply to our final oracle ; Revelation : which is clear and 
audible to our purpose. '* I the Lord se^ch the heart and try the 
reins of the children of men : Do good and dwell in the land and 
verily thou shalt be fed : The Lord shall choose our inheritance fur 
ua: Cast thy burden upon the Lord and He shall sustain thee: I said 
not to the seed of Jacob seek ye my face in vain : The Lord's eyes 
are upon the righteous and his ears are open to their cry : — The face 
of the Lord is against them that do evil to cut off the remembrance 
of them from the earth :— The Lord reigneth let the earth rejoice : The 
Ix>rd reigneth let the nations be angry : He stilleth the noise of the 
s^as, the noise of their waves and the tumult of the peof)le : The 
Lord sitteth upon the floods : the Lord reigneth King for ever : His 
eyes behold the nations, and verily there is a God who judgeth in the 
earth." If all these texts have any meaning they clearly indicate the 
Providence of God, to whom belong, in no restricted sense, the king* 
dom, the power, and the glory ; and discover to us with what singular 
propriety our blessed Savior has encouraged us to cry unto him as 
our Father who is in heaven. The whole history of the Patriarchs ; 
of the Scripture Worthies, &c. is a direct exemplification of God*s 
unceasing providential agency : Under whose care did Joseph emerge 
from. the dungeon to the second chariot of Egypt? and why did not 
the waters of the Nile or the marine monsters of the vicinage swallow 
up Moses in his little ark of bulrushes ? and who but the God of Pro- 
vidence lead him afterwards* to the Courts and then to the Desert: 
and back again to Pharoah's presence armed with the thumlers of 
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heaven f By wlidil strange power was he enabled in the faagoanl of 
the Jewish host to fight a path throug^h the hostilities of Natitrey Pai 
licy, and Time ; tntroducing'towards the promised land that singular 
race of men who^ descendants remain in their dispersion through 
all natioQB a wonderful monument of God's particular Providence I 
Contemplate the proud Babylonian Monarch : survey his disordered 
palace ; the prophecy of Daniel is verified ; his courtiers are aghast; 
where is the King? he is eating grass like an ox. Chased from the 
•ociety of men ; seven times shall the annual revolution behold and 
exhibit his disgrace; he has heard a voice from that thrcHie whicKi 
he had outraged ; and he is made a frightful example to those who 
would live regardless of the Providential God. Let such immediately 
assume the acknowledgement he made on the return of reasdn,— « 
" That the heavens do rule." 

' The providence of Grod extends also to nations collectively, and 
one design of the Jewish history, is to illustrate this truth while the 
prophecies continually assert that God will visit ualions for their 
iniquities, and that in his dealings wilh them, he will discover, 
although human sagacity cannot trace every moveoient (hat righteous^ 
uess exalteth a nation, and that sin is a shame to any people. 

Yirt Iiifidcls will urge that God takes no note of small matters,, 
even tliongh he may direct the grand whole: but we answer, that with 
God nothing is great; nothing small; a thousand yean with him 
are as one day, and one day as a thousand years. The vast Univene 
compared to his infinity, is '* a very little thing** conse<|uently what 
things we reckon great or small, are in themselves considered, alike 
to him. It re<(liires the same creative power to roll the blood through 
the veins of a moth, as to pour the torrent of lift and strength 
through the limbs of a Hercules^ kindle the fire of a Poet's eye, of 
awaken the energies of a warrior's arm : if then we would measure 
the probability of divine regard to our affairs by their comparative 
greatness or smallness, we might conclude that the whole would 
receive no attention. But surely what God has not deemed it un» 
worthy of hb Majesty to create, and that in the perfection of all its 
minutiae, cannot be below his dignity to notice and preserve^ and that 
in so curious and specific a manner, as to prove that not a hair of 
our head falls to the ground without his knowledge : that he is prer 
sent to the developement of every event. For though some circum- 
stances may appear insignificant to us; we can never certiunly know 
that they are so : and we furnish a lamentable proof of our own 
ignorance when we measure the actions of Diety by an imaginary 
standard, and determine by vain estimates what are great, and what 
are small in the obscure and partially beheld procession of events. 
May not the life of an infant reared in some obscure recess of the 
Corsican isle, exercise afterwards a marvellous influence on the fate 
and character of nations, and give to more than half the civilised 
world, a mighty and irresistible King, who tore at pleasure the wreath 
from the brow; of royal coibpetitors, and .embodied in himself and hia 
family, the dignity and the riches of half the globe ? or even suppo- 
sing he had never risen to this pitch of splendor, and of potency, his 
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p)oaecni9 nmt^"^ ^ wmh importattce to UibmU^ w) btr<9e CM* 
»^ tbMe of fiay prince thai ever Ihftd on the earth. The coolus^ 
^ois^ of the 5irEir|<Mr» imi4 ib^ pry of chiMbood^ are the «%ine m 
dieeafof DeUy; aad die pMM«rh^|^iAr§ along ia the cool aeqaeatere^ 
l^k pf lilo, reqakea the ffwae pfoniiiaf.4fMi proteetivg baail« and re«- 
oemd.ftlie aavie mi{Milae at firet, aa the mao vho leaps fiom f fag to 
fwtmm^ Ibe leirriUe aMxaatabefrfattihttion, or climbs the ro^k of fapm^r, 
mm derates to himsdf OB iM aamaric^ a moaoment of deathless fitm^ 

Wasltiioi by a/ppfticular l^roridence, that a f^rUiq jaaf drew % 
l»09it ati^ventare* aod aaiQ^ the King of imM betareen ^ joiota of 
the haroess} or was it ol|puiaellMtkad tbe Ishroaelites from 6ilea4 
to Doihaa allbe awjr tin^ Joan's brethren were about to cast him 
Hit^lbetriEt'^ ^^ <^ sifigie link ia this order of events b^n missiDgi 
fhe ^bok ehaia would have been broken, but the minutest as well ^ 
Ihelar|^e9ipa<ts,coaspirod toform the whole length which arose in tlie 
lBa?y of his brethren, or indeed much sooner, and continue in the hisf 
tory of his countryineB, to sucoeediB|^ ages. Who then shaU attempt 
tK^ say what is great> or what isamaU m events s the iaii of an insignin^ 
cuat fruit to the ground^ awahaaa and stioMibtes the genius of a New^ 
ton, and.becon^s the oeicasion of the sublimest sera in the prc^press of 
l^umaa knowledge ; urging this Philosof^her to a career more splen- 
dad 4haaL that af the comet through the viaible heavens : a career i% 
which ba seems to have lighted up the universe, and that with an 
effulgence which was not eKlinguished, even when his own glorief 
^ere quenched in death. 

''Who: says the Almighty baa despised the day of small things 7? 
aad who but God shatt determine what has been great ? and whal 
small itk the order of events ? the same thunder which heard in . ona 
place as a murmur, may lull an iofitnt to rest^ may in another be i^n* 
tling the vault of heaven; theUghtamg which kills an insect, may 
blaat an oak, or set fire to a city ; a single word uttered in satirical 
joeukrity, has been known to kindle a fire, in which whole Neighbor-* 
hoods have been consumed. ' ' ^ 

The royal obstinacy of a single individual convulses Egypt with * 
ten horrible plagues; and the woodman who felled a tree cighteei^ 
hundied years ago« in the land of Judea, dreamt not that it was tq 
fovm the cioss on which the Savior should expiate sin. 
I . But the languid of Scripture on the particular providence of Grod^ 
ia not less express aoddear* ttian on the doctrine of his general su? 
perintendence ; '' not a sparrow falls to the ground, without your 
Fadier«" *5be very hairs of your head are idl nuinbered.** •' In every 
Ihing by prayer and supplicatioa, with thanksgiving, inake known 
your vequesU uato God.'' **The lot is cast into the lap> but the 
whole dbposiag thereof is of the Lord. 

i Nor will H sufiiceito object that much in the mora) government of 
the uniiirecse, appeals obscure and irregular,, that the balance of 
Earthly fdiatty is nOt always in favor of the virtuous; wait but the 
devd^cment of the last day, and all shall be rectified. 
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Xb the Editor of tike jSJptrtlinil Miiffuzmdi 

ON TRUE SPIRITUALITY* 
Sir, 

Ever since the Lord was pleaded, to manifest himself, to jne, with 
the blesmgs of sftWatioD by a .(Mruetfied Aedeeiiier» it hmi been a 
source of no little happiness^ lo be able 16 contemplate the whole as 
being truly spiritual ; and iHs no less pleasing to perceive,, thattbe 
fltanUestation of God in human nature, was to this blessed purposes 
for it is literally- impossible fjpom the very nature of things, that the 
pure and holy God, who is wholly spiritual in ail his attributes, wisr 
dom, power/ and glory, should assimilate with, or unite himself to a 
cacnal and polluted creature, without first giving it a spiritual nature 
like unto himself; herein is wrapt up the mystery of salvation.. 

I begin with noticing the natural slate of man, in order td put the 
subject in as clear a point of view as possible. I scarcely need ob^ 
servie, that man as he is born into this world, is carnal, and of coume 
.the very opposite of that which is spiritual : his motives, his reason^ 
i0gs, and his conclusions, are all carnal, and his heart is enmiCj 
^t^lf against that which is spiritual.^ When Adam fell, it is said he 
wa« driven out of Paradise, which I take to mean, spiritual existence c 
so that the first Adam nature, so far from having any idea of what 
spiritual existence means,.* has not the least conception that there is 
any such state of being; ita^notion of be»ven,.is, that it is a place of 
happiness, and of course confined tp.space^-of God, that though m 
Betiig infinitely Great, Wise, and Good, he is yet confined to parts 
and parcels, and tiiat-bedwelis tigr e and not iheie, Conoeming the 
visionary thkifs of time, nnoh as flesh and blood* eiiilh, woodt and 
stone* contrary to the, being. of larue.spkitnality^ it calls Uiemallnnbv 
stances, and as to the thinga that are really stdistance, such as ^ 
spiritttid /biasings in heaveiily'pfaiicesin Ghrist Jesins, it calls them 
all yisionaiy: imd because; they mre not made tangible to natural 
apprehension, dmws the oonclnsion that spiritual historv is^alia&ble^ 
ami that there are no spiritual. reaUUes; but when God is pleased to 
reach «the heait witib his^enlightenin^ power, And the ehtid .of grade ik 
made light in the.Lord, ^pe is fuMled that scripture which saithc 
<' Hiere is a spirit in. mam, and the inspiratioa of ^ the Almighty fiveth 
them jindorstanding.*' •. Then it is .^mt- flesh and bbod priMiples 
begin to 'die awat; and althouf^ibey remain, in a greater or lesa 
degree Mihile the body lants^ yefemyiGod is pleased to slmw his vie- 
. to^. over them, in keeping theni' vnder, ind driving them out, as he 
tlunka. proper* . 

True apiritnal.beiag, is tbeekment of existence* in dttine' thinga, 
and eveiry^ thing so neea, knonrn^and felt,, is spiiitual.: iha essence of 
Jehovah is thatisttate of fieing,'itiia>that«gveat gulph over which none 
can pass but Christ and hiaCbuvchin him ; heaven is spiriiusLi, and 
fills the whole immensity of space, so that if asked wheire heaven is, 
I say where God is, for God is the arhdie of heaven, and he is^ every . 
where, to him that has a nature capable of discerning bis spiritual 
qnalities,. for, '* tb^ are spoitnaUy discamed." The Apostte ^aul 
describes thie state {or place) of blessedness more especially perhapls 
than any other* .See&om»x.6*— 8.<wh«re he defines the state of 
righteonsness by faMi» and rebukes the idea that supposes it to be 
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found ill Jieight or in depth definitively, foriie aiuth the spirit of 
futh *' speaketh on this wise, say not in thine heart who shall ascend 
into heaven? (that is to bring Christ down from above) or who shall 
descend into the deep ? (tliat is to bring up Christ from * the dead) 
but what saiih it t the word is nigh thee, eyen in thy mouth and in 
thy heart, that it the word of ftuth which we preach/' The Apostle 
here describes the spirit of life, as it is in Christ ; the word of faith 
here spoken of is nothing more or less, than all the fulness of Qod as 
manifested in Christ Jesus, so that our faith need not run to the 
Equator, or to North and South Pole, to find out tlie object of faith, 
for it is nigh in mouth and heart. 

The Psalmist seems to have been highly taught in this mysterious 
manifestation of God, of which he gives full proof in the ld9 Psalttr, 
in- every word he shows a consciousness of the divine presence. 
''Whither shall I go from thy Spirit ? If I ascend up into heaven thou 
art there ; if I make my bed in hell behold thou art there ; if I take 
the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the 
sea> even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall 
hold me, if I say^ surely the darkness shall cover me, even the night 
shall be light about me. Yea the darkness hideth not from l^ee, 
but the night shineth as the day, the darkness and the light are both 
alike to thee.'' What a rich description of that blessed state of 
being I He appears to be so high in the divine element, as to be above 
the power of language, adequately, to explain, like the Apostle who 
Iieard things impossible to be uttered^ 

' Farther concerning the state of Mfritnality. Were it asked how 
Stephen beheld Jesus at the right Iffind of Grod, I answer^ certainly in 
true tfiriiual sight, not with the eye of fiesh, but with the eye of 
spkii, for he is only spifituaify {iiscemed, and tjiis spiritual discern- 
neBl marks knowledge with mojfe certainty, and gives apprehensions 
with clearer manifestations, th^n natnral Iftculties possibly can ; even 
as the heavens are higher than the earth, net onl^ naturally, but 
jcelestially, as to an unspeakably superior state of bemg and blessedr 
aess. Were I asked if I had ev«r seen my Grod in spiritual reality, 
I should say yes, with more powerful certainty than any natnral 
object exhibited to my natural eyes ; to describe what I saw, would 
.be impossible, and were any carelessly to say they could do so too, 
I shonld say they had never se^n )Am, In the spiritual fulness of Je- 
hovah, there is an unbounded power of lo%e, grandeur, and solemnity, 
which in its nature casts out all fears, and brings me into a. childlike 
«uiplicity of devotion towards my spuritual Father, so that 'I dwell 
in love and joy, and peace, because he has been faithful to his pro- 
mise, and hath ''sent forth the Spirit of his.Soh in my heart, crying 
Abba Father i and diis is that Spirit pf his Son that now cries Abba 
Father in me, so that I here perceive htm ''in my mouth and in my 
heart/' the " word of faith which is preached*" 

WhitekaU, UtkMasf.lB^i. C. S, 

: We are reqneatod to aUte, thit Ok Lecture on Wedneidajr Bretriiir b^'the 1tev.>l(M«ph Iroof, 
hitherto preached at Stainiog Lane, is removea tOJth'e Welch Chapel, QreacMBil^J««ili Street^ 

GOBPBL Tract Socibtt. It ghresns^eat pleaiiire to annoanee the formation of another 
iUixiUarx to thU Society at Brentford, on the Sfth May, for Eichmoacl^ jH^v^sloir, «a4 Bi«utrQr4. 
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REVIEW. 

The Pin-trait of an English Bishop of the Siwtemth Centmy, 

^0. bds. 1824. price 4i. <kL — ^Paris. 

( Concluded frnn page »J) 

The Prclaftes in queitton, lived- ngre^abl^ to Abif precepto : gav^ 
•Qt to the Chnrch that which cost them nothittg^, and relied on the 
aAniniMration of the Spiritv as the glorifidr of Jesns ; and ahned not 
particularly 4dt excellency of -speech. 

' '^ And asloisg as Engfand shall remain a nadon, their names will be baniM 
dlfWH from father to son with testimonies of the most diiciAfied approbatioii/' 

^'NeTer, exee^t in the days of the Apostle^, was fherfe itaade to meet, such an 
antctablage of fodly and great men, as m this age of the church/' 

The Synod of Dort is mentioned, pa^e 48. and its decision stated, 
receiving as established, the five points; I. — ^The Doctrine of 
£|eetioa. II. — Particalar Redemption. III. — The Inability of the 
Hufnaii Will, through original sin. IV. — The Invincible etiicacy of 
God's Grace. V. — The final Perseverance of the Saints. 

These doctrines are too precious to the children of God, to be 
giveil up, or even partially overlooked * yet it canftot be wondered at, 
ki a day of general profession, that thousands abhor, and thousands 
more, better informed and less honest, take care to avoid them. Tba 
man who» professing the Bible» disbelieves them, is to be pitied ; 
as nothing but the grace of God can enable any one cordially to em- 
brace them ; but he who wears a christian name, and holds an office 
wbidt is accpiired by ad milting, them, but who contrives (as a certain 
fashionable Novelist, who lets her histories move on altogethet with- 
out religion of any kindt either .implied or opposed,) to pass from 
year to year without adverting to them, is truly contemptible. He is 
in point of ei^perimcntal knowledge, equally ignorant with the infidel ; 
and more crtminaU bees^se he has vowed to the Lord, and forborne 
to pay. The mock-CalVinist who fills th# pulpit of an Independent 
Church, and utters his inuendoes against the precise doetrines which 
nominally distinguish him from Baxterians and Wesleyans,' especially 
if be have acquired distinetions and popularity, by his carnal con- 
cessions, ts, (we had almost said) a fair mark for the javelin of 
scorn — but recollecting the language of Jesus to the Disciples, 
who would have called down fire upon Samaria, we bhish at our 
own impetuosity^ and our angev is turned into a prayer that sucb 
men may begin to honor Christ; and that ourselves may honor 
bim more* 

The third Chapter treats of the General features of Character, 
wbicb» for the most part distinguished the Order of Bishops in the 
Siateenth Century. And here their great piety and knowled^ of tbe 
deep things of God are stated, and the influence of these upbti their 
conduct at home, and in the Church : for as the Apos^ observes, 
a Bishop must rule well his own house ; for if a man know not how 
to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the Church of G<od. 
The Author dwells much on the oeoessity of a rich ChtMian ex- 
perieoce in hiiii, who shall finym the pulpit invite siniiets to Jesus« 
•r break the btetd of cofisotation, aiid anhoiince tlie waters of life 

Voj,. 1— No 3, » 
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to Ood't hungry. JiBcl thirsty poor. What p, drudgery muit it be lo 
speak continually of Chrhit, when the heart loves him not ; and bow 
may we imagine a Minister at his wits end to accomplish a Discourse, 
which shall appear new and original, when he is conscious that 
his study has been any thing rather than the Gospel. With regard 
to others not highly experimental^ they cannot speak acceptabfy ia 
those who ai'e : bat where there i» the consciovs absence of every 
Christian principle, it is truly awful to see the Sacred Office assumed. 

<^ John Bradford slinink from the minittry with timid appreheiuion, m bearing 
wifh it the mott awful responsibility. Fe'w possessed mo^e ^rmness of mind in 
all things relating to transactions with men, than John Bradford : witness his 
midaonted boldness in martyrdom. Bat in soul concerns with God, in respect 
of diiWne attainments, so hamble did this great man lay in the dost before 
Him, that as it is noted of Lather, so might it have been said of Bradford ; Ut 
nee vox, nee caloir, nec.sanguis, superessct. Neither voice^ nor heat^ nor biood 
i4>peared in him. p. ^1.- 

TW Author well remarks, (page 64) that though divine grace is 
an essential requisite in a Minister of Christ, yet " it doth not 
foUon^ because a man is called by grace, that he is called to minister . 
in word and doctrine." No man rightly taught, '* taketh this honor 
upon himself! but He that is called of God, as was Aaron.'' How 
tfwful then must be their ignorance and impiety, who appoint their 
sons to the public Ministry, even while they are yet children, and 
protrude them into the Temple, as if the Being of God were question- 
able, and consequently his express prohibition, a dream. 

The fourth Chapter treats of the Bishop of the Sixteenth Century 
in his Public Character and Ministry. Here the Author weU re- 
marks;— « 

''When the ihah oif Ood coties forth to btfciate in ady of the departnients of 
the sanctuary; when we thus behold him, he commands our profbnnd retereac^ 
and respect. The atmosphere of his person brings with it a sanctity not unlikci 
what is painted of the holv apostles and prophets, with a glory enorcUng their 
heads. And the effect indaced on every beholder is in correspondence. Th^ 
strike all that see them with ah holy awe. Evenr thing around is solemnized. 
They ^lence into sacredness. It is storied of Valence, the Heathen emperor, 
tiiat when he came in the fury of his indignation, to seize upon the person of 
Bazil, such was the majesty of that saint of God in his countenance, that the 
tyrarit was overawed at the view, and for the moment staggered before hunr 
p. 77. 

We are fold, (page 77) that the Bishops in those happy days 
excelled in preaching ; — that Christ was the Alpha and Omega of 
their sermons ; the one thing needful ; — that they considered this as 
the Articulus stantis vel cadentis Ecclesise ; — that they considered 
themselves as dying men addressing dying men, on the first^ subject 
6t life. A pasticular account is given of Usher's preaching, and 
the following anecdote occurs : it appears however to admit of two 
opinions. We wiU not affirm that the Bishop was right in conveying 
his resolution so bluntly. 

" One anecdote^ in relation to the Archbishdp, deserves to be added to this 
aeeonnt, and which shews at once the sense he had of the importance of the. mi- 
nistry. Though no man carried his loyalty to an higher point than Archbishop 
Usher, yet in preaching he never allowed himself to be awed by the presence of 
the King. And it is reported of him^ once in his preaching at Covent Garden 
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Chardiy in Ihe Biidf t of hU sermon, a messenger called mm froi^ the pulpit to 
attend at court. And it is «aid that tiiis faithful servant of the Lord dencended 
from the pulpit to receive the message, and then said ; I am, as you see, at pre- 
Tient employed in God's business. When this is over I will pay my dutiful res- 
vpects to the King to receive his Majesty's pleasure. He re^ascended the pulpit 
foA entered again on hif sermoD, as tho^ig^ nothiiig h«Mi happened/' p. H2. 

One grand part of the Episcopal functipn was, the Visitation of 
the Sick : on this the Author enlarges, and . the Chapter concludes 
9vith the instructive and pathetic appeal of Bishop Hall from . the 
Tower, when imprisoned there by the violence of jsubsequei^t per- 
secution. 

" And when we M\ow par view of this subject, as it relates to the liigher order 
^f the Church in the episcopacy of these times, the master riseth to a magnitude 
still higher. Could it for a moment be conceived, that in any age of the Chiurch 
a man found entrance to the office of a bishop whose heart had never been chan- 
ged by grace ; and of consequence his call to the ministry never sanctioned by 
the Great Bishop of souls: what calamity in common life, among the other situa- 
-Cions of the church, could be contemplated with equal awfolnen.^ ' 

' The following Chapters treat of the Bishop of the Sixteenth Cen- 
Itury, in his private Life and Deportment; — in the Ordination of his 
Clergy ; — in the Visitations of his Clergy and Diocese ; — in the ex- 
lercise of his Patronage, and Disposal of Livings and Preferments ; — 
in the Decline of Life;— and in Death. 

The following passage concerning the excellent Myles Coverdale^ 
Bishop of Exeter, must deeply affect the pious Reader ; while it 
exhibits tile privations and distvesses which those great men suffered 
to whom under God, we are indebted for the Sci'iptureisi in our owd 
tongue, and to all the privileges of the Reformation. 

*^The sequel of this great man's history is truly affecting. We know not 
which to admire most, the firmness of hiti mibd, or the ill-requited treatment he 
met. H« was ejected from his See of Exeter, and thrown into prispn on tiie 
death of Edward and during the reign of Maiy. But by the powerful interces- 
sion of some who loved him then at Court, bis Imprisonment was changed into 
baaishnont. Upon the deinise of Mary he returtied to England : but he never 
recovered his bishopriok. He was, howevex, collated to the benefice of St 
Magnus GbHrch, London Bridge. It appears from a letter of hi^ own, still on 
record, addressed to Cecil, Queen Elizabeth*s Secretary, that he was too poor 
to pa^ the first fruits, and therefore he pleaded for an exemption. It was grant- 
ed him. The concluding paragraph, in the letter he wrote to Cecil upon the 
occasion, U very affecting. * I am not likely, The said) to livie over the year, 
and am going to my erave. And, therefore, ir now poor old Myles might be 
provided for he should think this enonkh, and to be as good as a feast. And so 
beseeching the Secretary to take this boldness in good part, he committeth him, 
arid all his, to the grisu^ious protectionif the Almighty'.'^ p." 97. , 

The anecdotes in pages 101, 108, 100. 112, ^c. are introduced 
with much vivacity. 

It may be supposed from the Quotations we have already given, 
that all of these points ai^e hanoled inthe most interesting 'manner^ 
and retiring with regret from our task we can only refer our Readers 
to the Work itself, which contains m6re historical research (on the 
given point) and more piety of sentiment, with a mingled boldneiss and 
gentleness of expression, thah we recollect to have seen in any work 
of the same extent, on a similar subject. 
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ld24. pike is. M. WesCity. 

This i&a masterly pro.ductioi]i, but somewhat ^v^ io its detailii: it 
cotttaiQB many fum passages, but is deficieat ia tbal peculiar 8av.@>r 
whieb the title promises : wben, in page 1&) Mp^ Fhflcber states very 
properly that it is the office of the Holy Spirit in the economy of sal- 
^ation> to illuminate and sanctify the mind, he appears to avoid dwell- 
ing on the circumstance of covenant arrangements; and touches 
the iivhole, as a certain popular divine has been heard to say of some 
others oa a different subject, '* too gingerly." ft is a little humorous 
to hear the Author speaking of men being compelled to mind the 
Jtbings of the Spirit when iaihe sanctuary—^— alas t too many of its 
services in this age of declensioii i^x from compelling ^ do not even 
incite the attention to truths really spiritual. 

Mir. F. contends for the necessity uf the Spirit's operations : — 

^ He most * work ii^ us^to wi|l and to do.' H^ ipii9t copiiect his. sacred io- 
flaence with all oar exercises, and cause ns to '* grow in knowledge and in 
_ JErace.''* Still.the o(>eration of thb influence is perfecitly accordant with all the 
'Jsnown and established laws of our mental naiure ; and. therefore it will,ne ccf B#' 
rily lead to the formation of spiritual habits. If sinful habits, by which a may 
^adds iniquity unto iniquity,' constitutethechainof darkness, coiled abound the 
vaasal of the usurper, and every action adds another and another Unk to that 
chain ; sanctified habits are the grasp of God en the immoi'tal Spirit, bindiag^U 
mre do^ly to his senvice, and to Himself." pages 22, 23». 

On the enjoyments of holy coi^templation, &.c. the Author; ioucb^s 
elegantly: — 

*'I8 it to you a source of unspeakable delight, to feel your hearts drawn oat 
Ipward^tlie Redeemer, in the meltinga of coiUrition — theferVor of desire — die 
simplicity of depeadance, and the suiTender of an entire and holy consecraUon to 
Ills service ? And, in some hallowed moments of celestial viutation, when faith^ 
with more than ordinary vividness^ realises the unseen and eternal world, doe» 
the hope full of immortality^ sbed^ its sacred fragrance over yoov spirits, and- 
make you long for heaven, because then all your tboughts-^all your desires— 
<|Uyom*4iffections, will be spiritual and devout, and in every respect correspcu- 
dent wltb the ^[lory.aad graiideur of the objects of your contemplation ? Do yoa 
iove to linger in grateful reoolJections on such ^ bright spots' in ttm wildecneta 
overwhieh you have thus far advanced in your pilgrimage; and, nerved witb 
fresh vigor, are you enabled, by such remembrances, to ' go on your way re- 
joicing' ?" page 24. 

He finely alludes to the joy which believers feel on hearing Jiesus 
exidced, and on seeing him, as we fevmiliarly say, '' set put to advan- 
tage," and yet, in the very next passage,^ as if conscious that he did 
not often speak thus, be says, ** Call not this enthusiasm/' &c. 

Having considered L the origin, and \\, the evidence of Spiritual 
mindedness^ he proceeds to note III. the meana by which it may be 
promoted : as, scriptural knowledge, meditation, prayer, seifaur 
spectioA, social, ordinances, ^c. arid IV. the importance of its— raa^ 
uec^s^sary, to the existence, enjoy ment» and consistency, of' real 
i«($ligioii ; a^ m deeply coiipected wijtb th^ . Christiana's bappio^^il^iir 
tjic^i^rticle of d^ath, Mujch originality, and ** cteajr thiokAnf^*' Vh di*- 
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^Uyed in. ^9. maaagemeat qf tbeM pointiis yal^'we ntpeafc ii tliait 
there U a wearinesa aad tedium about tht Seraoiu Iq many qaaaa, 
the Dioiit plaia and generally received axioma are elaborately pgamd^ 
aad there if little *' going on to pefffection.'' We consider it m 
the most C&vorable specimen that could be selected of the presemfc 
mode of pjreacbing in London, where no one doctrine of the Qaapei 
is absolutely op|>osed ; and yet, where what is stated, is sc^ c)oth«4 
and checkedy tbat after aU» the Scrmoa will not suit ikoae who 
bungea and thirst after lighteousniess, and long for the more im- 
mediate and unreserved statement of Covenant truths. 

Tbe lovers of good composition will read this Sermoa with ad^ 
miration. 

It is however, most certainly a fact, that men* of talent, like Ma. 
Fletcher, gradually rising to the highest honors among the disaenters, 
are brought into cootaet with tbe ricb aad the fashioaabia amaog 
tbe professers of reiigion : and in the firat instance from a real wis! 
1o be uaefut, and a mntaken notion that their bearera must not be 
shocked bj Calvinistic declarations : and afterwards from tbe gradual 
and unconacioua deterioration of their own spirituality, they become 
stiauferate savory preacbing-; they wonder at it in others, and end 
by braadiftg it with hard names. Yet we sometimes surprise them 
reading the excellent works of truly spiritual divines, and oftea in 
oaaversation find they wiU agree with us in the moat spiritual and 
blessed atatements of Gospel privileges, &c. Thus a)re we kit te 
marvel at tbe great difference which appears between what ia 
accaaional in their conversation, and continuaf in lAieir preaclring;. 
This ia the fact with many a popular Evangelical in the present dqF : 
" ut omnesadmirentur, in uno bomine, tantam inesse dissimilitndiiteiii, 
tamque diversam naturam.'* 



A Letter to Mti Joseph Cottle,, ia. which his " Strictures!' are JEr^ 
amined, and the Doctrines ht reviles under the name of ^ntftiie*^ 
mianism, proved to be of no Licentious Tendency. By Thomas Reed. 
-^London, IBM. U. Paris. 

We could easily regret that any pious and usefiil man, sboul(C 
occupy bis time in the thankless work of refuting thie very weak aiuL 
disingenuous work of «Sfr. Cottle; who remincU. tta« wfaea^he^ diafc< 
cusses tbe dootsinea of grace,, ef an owi theorizing on- the barmoof 
of colcurs. Mr. Reed- ha^ bowever, given u» a very, pleasing. 
pampb4et on the subject, and made that which would otherwise b#^ 
nugatory, truly instructive. Mr. Cottle's book we seckov tei ba^^ 
man of atraw^. and Mr. Eeed applies tlie torch of eonsamptioa t^ ^ 
with a waning and victorious band ; giving light to other object 
while it burns tbi^ : which indeed he does with as much violenceM^aat 
he augura Mr. Cottle would burn the Plymouth, iftintinnnMrniiji i6 
(Gardiner and Bonner-like) he could. 

We cordially recommend- Mr. Reod'a book to all who have read 
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the other; and indeed independently pf this circumstance; it coi|- 
tains enough to jnstify a frequent perusal, advancing many precious 
'things common 'to every honest and vigorous defence of orthodoxy. 
Certainly the charges on Dr. Hawker, are scurriTons to the 
lasi; extreme; and, unfortunately for the accuser, unsound. 

MrJ Reed properly argues that the advanced age of Dr. Hawker, 
might have challenged some deference from one who contends so 
much for the finish of the Gentleman : indeed we may add, that Mr. 
Cottle-s Strtctiires do not shew even the beginning of one. He like- 
wise assures Mr* C that the ereat difficulty lies not in i^ny real 
^ear of such doctrines as may dishonor the truth ; but in a rooted 
carnal enmity against it, and which must endure where the reproach 
^f the cross has not ceased. 

. f* I 48re defy jrou, or all the meu that live on the earth to pro^^ that the 
can»e of offence la not the same now, as then. Had these nohle champions fot 
the doctrines of free and sovereign ^ace, preached law and gospel arttiiUv blen- 
ded together, (as is done in the present awful and God dishonoring aay) aaca 
sermons wonld have been too pleasing to the proud, and self-sufllcient, to htme 
excited displeasnre. Bnt as they decidedly preached Christ Jesns the Lord, and 
not diemselves ; as they Insisted on salvation ^$ wholly the gift of God, and not 
of works lest any man should boast ; this could not be borne ; in so saying the 
preachers condemned multitudes of their hearers, and in return for the whole- 
some, hot too offensive statement of the truth, they uniformly agreed in crying 
wt, away with such fellows from the earth, for it is not fit that they should live. 
ActftZ]dl.a2.'' 

Mr. Keed laughs at poor C.'s contemptuous insinuations i^iilst 
the lovers of thorough Calvinistic doctrine, as generally vulgar and 
illiterate : 

'^ I have the pleaslire of Imowing a few who also know many otiiers, to whom 
the term illiterate doth not apply; although we admit that not many wise, not 
inany noble Stc, are called, Ste." p.' 8* 

- Mflievolent hints against preachers and hearers of sound doctrine, 
a9 ignorant and vulgar, come with a very bad grace from Mr. Cottle. 

** Who, I wonld ask, were the most successful preachers of Christ's gospel that 
the earth ever knew ? Were they lords, bishops, and high dignitaries among 
i^en ? Were they the great, the affluent, the noble? No ! they were poor illite- 
rate men, such as Mr. C's wisdom condemns, as unfit for the service. Althouj^ 
■o man in his senses would despise human learning, seeing its great i|sefulnessin 
the work of the ministry, yet it is enough to make many of the learnedly religi- 
oas of this day to ftar, God hath never sent them to preach, while the Lord ma* 
nifestly-owns, the labors of poor unlearned men, and they theihselves are destl- 
tnte of evidepce of usetulness, in the real soul-conversion of th^e that hear 
them; ' t do not say that such mav not have large churches, and multitudes of 
admirers; but this is no proof of being ordained, and yent of God, seeing the 
eiTor cannot exist, which hath not sosie to embrace i€, and those' wh6 approve, 
wiU ciy up its leaders. Poor illiterate men^ as yoii aue pleased to style Bir. 
H.'s fcilo'wers, I am thankful there are not wanttn||r proofs in many now in glory, 
to whom his mihistry was tendered an immense blessing; and many yet remain 
4Mi theeartib, whe^can attest what fll|»iritual profit they deriv^, from his labors, 
in the canie of Ood and truth." . 

• '■ ■' (To be Coutiuued.) 
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POETRY; OS 

On Reading '* Sweet Morseh for BuHgrf Saub:* 

AN ACROSTIC. 

D elightfid theme ! where Grace tfnd Trtth aiiit« I 
R eview my soul these pages with delight! 
R edeeming mercy beams in every line, 

Love knmense, how bright thy counsels shine! 
B ut O ! surprising Grace stupendous plan ! 

E temal Life re»ign'd his Life for man I 

R edemption wrought ! eiiilt iny soul and sing ! 

T ell the Achievements of the Conquering King ! 

H awker thy"^'^ Morsels'' so delicious are, 

A maz'd I banquet on the sumptuous fare I 

W onder and love fill mv astonish'd breast ! 

K ill'dto the Law I hail the Gospel rest! 

£ nough my soul ! what canst thou want beside ! 

R edeem'd bv Christ, what ill can thee betide ! 

M ay more like yon be rais'd in these last days. 

1 n Britain's Isle to spread ImmanueKs praise I 
N or cease 'till all for wiiom the Saviour bled^ 
I n union with the Church's glorious head; 

8 ing His high praises with a Seraph's tongue, 

'T ill heaven reverberates the wondrous song : 

£ temal love fire every songsters breast; 

R esound Immanuel's Name for eve^ blest ! 

O love! surpassing men or Angel's ken, 

F orgive the fault'ring of my feeble pen ; 

T he theme demands more than my thoughts can bring ^ 

H awker has soar'd above with Angel's wing ( 

£ nvoy divine firom heaven's celestial King« j 

G o on tliou man of God ! the heart engage ! . 

O pen those treasures in the sacred page ! 

S alute with words of peace the lisfning ear ! 

P rodaim a full Redemption far and near ; 

£ mmannel's presence will thy toils repay, 

L abour is rest, When Jesua Uada the way ; • 

P arties and Sects ; how long will you divide? 

L ay by your swords let your disputes subside; 

Y ield to the mandates oi your Sovereign Lord, 

M ade so explicit in his sacred word, 

O hasten Lord l that blissfnl period when, 

U nfetter'd from the creeds ofdarken'd men, 

T hy Church without discordance loud shall sing, ' 

H ossannah's to their everlasting Ring. ' A. B. 

SALVATION IS OF GRACK 

My soul vnth holy joy repair, 

To God's bless'd meeting place ; 
He waits to smile upon me there, 

Stdvation ia of grace ! 

The precious words his book reveals, 

£xactly suit my case ; 
And this grand truth he sweetly tells, 

Salvation is of grace / 

Though none was more defiled with sin, 

Of all the fallen race ; ' 
Since God in mercy took me in, 

Solvation is of grace / 

Though Sataii oft my soul alarms. 

And sin retards my pace ; 
I'm safe in my Redeemer's arms, 

^dlvatvm is of grace/ 
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n»wgh like tom^toiM, d^ftbtiitiitf fein^.' 

Do still my soul debase ; 
The JLord in my behalf appeftrs, 

MpatumM Bf gri»t€ / 

The Oopel of tiie blessed God, 

. I heartily embrace : 
Sioging, through JesQs* cle&iiai'fif'btood,^ 

Sai^BuHanU^ grace f 

Adom'd with his own Righteousness^ 

No 9pot can justice trace ; 
And He's sufficient stiU to bless^ 

SalviUiou U of grace I 

How sweet to Walk with God fagr fai*» 

And view his glorious fece ; 
To credit ttiaty in loYO lie saitll, 

Qalmtvmiai€jfguu:el 

No bcrtter means could he dfeylse^ 

To save liie chosen race ; 
Than by his Son's one sacriifite, 

Salvation ii of grace f 

While many trust in empj^ «oaadiy 

Which yield bo solid peace { 
My comfort flows from Jems' wo«adf» 

BalvtUum is cf grace/. 

To him, my «Il, I now resign, 

He form'd me for bis praise; 
With all hi s Mness, he is ttike, 

SaltMHon is ef grace ! 

The wonders of his matchless lOVd, 

:May I go on to trace: 
mi in eternity I prove, 

SahaHon is of grace f DAtifr. 

Lines addressed to the Rev. J. I. qfteat hearing him preach 
from Psalm IxT. 1 1. Strndtty Evening, Dee* 36» 1823* 

Go oh thou Servant of my Lord, 
Proclaim the greatness of his po wer i 
His mercies joyfully record, 
Henceforward to thy dying hour. 

The year, that now has neai^ elot*d. 
Our God with special grace has erown'd ; 
Tho' .sfn and s«lah have opposed,. 
Immanuel's conquest still abound. 

We joy to see the Church increase* 
In numbers and in heavenly love i 
Tls by Jehovah's sovereign grace, 
Shower'd down upon us from above. 

'Tis God alone the Triune God« 
Who feeds our sonls with hejavenly fare ^ 
We trust in Jesus' precious bloody 
And shout how large his mercies are. 

Led onward by his powerful hand^ 
Forsaking alt to heaven we go ; 
And in our Father's presence stiiod^ 
No longer niouming here below. 

While our dear Pastof fraught yMk u^, " 
Shall glory ;tn the cross alone ; 

Do thou O God the Spirit seat> 

His raptnr'd theme, new from the throne 1 J. K. R. 

Paris, Printer, 68, Paternostel* Kow, Louden; 
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Spiritual JVtagazine; 

OR . #^ 

Inhere are Three that hear retard in heaven, the FAf hbtIj 
the WoftD, and the Holy GiiosT, I John v. 7^ 

Contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to t^ 
saints J 3 vide 3, ^ 



THE GOOB SHEPHERD y 

AND HIS LITTLE FLOCK. < 

Fear not Utile fiock; it k poVfr Fdther^s g^ood pleasure to' 
ifiteyou the kingdom, Luke xii. S(2. ' 

C Continued from page dS,^,) , .. u • 

i But: I. proceed secondly Co notice th^ trials and fearfuliiess of ibi! 
little flock. The word flock denotes here, a certain numtieF of tbe^ 
eibet folded by tiie greai Sbephevd in the arms of open favor. Tbesci 
til had a secret tinion t6 their Shepherd, according to the time of 
election grace; .baimow theyliave an <^en uni6n' to him by conver* 
ston. Why the L0rd% dear people are ca](ed a little flock, will' 
^ppeftrwhen ^e eon^rider th^ are little in their oivn eyes, little in 
^e eyes of othirrst; and -few: in number when contrasted with the 
world. As soon as ifae'Holy Gl^ipst regenerates, a soul, -..bigotry and 
pride aris in a gifeai meafsure slain-; and. instead of the. new -born soul 
tniagtUtngf that heris good aiid great, he verily sees he is wretchedly* 
depraved, and th^ his strength is perfect weakness. When the Lord<' 
first met with me, I was a poor^ proud, iratil, ^nd conceited sinner ; 
and even after I felt the arrows of conviction, I was fond of the idea 
of doingsomething-to ifeoommebd'*myself in'fiart' to his notice: but 
when he was pleased to weigAme and my doings in the balance, 1 
found i was not only little, but lighter than' vanity. Humility is a 
fruit of the Spirit, and thus a sinner called from a death of sin, will 
be sure at lengtli to arrive at the valley of Stop-mouth, where be will 
have to say with Job, /^ lam vile, what can I answer." But not only, 
thus, but heaven bound pilgrims are little in the eyes of the world 
by whom they are accounted, as the offscouring of all things. The 
qngodly world is a stranger, to a Christian's delights and sorrows, for 
the heart knoweth its own bitterness, and a stranger intermedleth not 
with its jpys. The Lord's people are often called sheep, and this \d 
Ip be taken i^s a figure of weir weakness,' fearfulness, and timidity « 
A dock is exposed to danger, and enemies; so^re the saints, but 

' Vol. 1.— No. 3. K 
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especially to those of their own hearts. I know by the teachings of 
the Holy Ghost iq my heart, that the more I know of the Lord Jesuit 
Chrisfraodof his blood, the more I know of myself and* of Satdn, and 
see greater and greater abominations in my own wicked nature. 
Sheep love large pastures, where they may rove and take their 611 ; 
so the people of God love to rove on the everlasting mountains of 
Covenant love and free fiivbr :> the immense provisions df grace they 
admire ; and glory in the sin-atoning death of their compassionate 
Shepherd*. The s^ep toVe Che warming rays of the naturcd sun ; so 
believers love the cheering nsys of tlie Sun of Righteousness. The 
sheep cannot feed on carrion, nor on flesh of any kind ; so the hea- 
venly flock cannot feed upon the dead carcases of hnman doings, 
Qor.upOn the carrion of error, or humatt tradittens. The sheep know 
the voice of their shepherd ; |so the Church knoweth the cheering 
voice of Jesus, and cannot profit under the guidance of a stranger. 
A flock literally is= ee^f^^ei of tfheep andknbs;* «o in the spiritual 
fold, we find litlk faith, strong faith,^ babes, and farthers. 

Little faith \9 the subject of many fears, and often questions her 
shepherd's love,< and is much occupied in disputing her state, and 
ponders much her melancholy condition. When her enjoyments run 
high, she concludes she is the Lord's, and is apt to say her mountain 
stands so fast she shall never be moved to doubt again. I'hen she' 
concludes she is elected by the Almighty Father, redeemed by the 
Almighty .Soil, and sankstified by the Almighty Spirit r yetthitf is 
Kving more upon feelings, consolations, and eiyoyments than On the< 
faithfulness and veracity of Israel's God. But no sooner has little* 
ftutfa to desoetod from the mount of consolation into the valley of 
desertion, then she begins to fear a^in» and conckides all her past 
jbyc have been only a delusion. A dread of heU'/ Und the workingv 
6f the "ma» of sin again AH her with dismapy, and from hardness^ 
and rebellions, she> feels new alarms. In this state of things^ 
she sometimes turns sullen, Satab joins with her enemie$, and she 
dries out, O that it were with me as ii» months past ! All this time 
the good Shepherd is training op little faith for a further display of 
his unforfeitable favor. He again appears, and all is well ^strong 
fiiith and little faith are both of one family. . , 

Here onr frames may ciiange and vaiy 

. All the time we dwell below ; 
Bint we never can miscarry,- 

For His love no change cad kno>V. 

' /gain, sheep tote a clean path ; so the heavenTy flock lovetti Uae 
f^ay of rigbteousn'ei^s. Sheep are exposed to a distemper which' 
affects their eyes ; so the people of God are often so beck>uded» that 
fhe^ catinot disTtinguisfa right from wrong. But thirdly, 

I notice the kingdom mentioned, in which the sovereignty of the 
^otiot is displayed'. Thiskingdom is the gift of rich, free, discrimina- . 
thi|^ and eternal grace. A title to glory, and a mbetiiess for' glory, 
o'ughf eVej^ to be distinguished, the one being the result of free favor : 
and the othfef^r of infinite merit and saving inflnence. O ye fearful 
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0hcep, what shall I say to you ? only in the words of truth : happy 
aijt thoii O Israelj. . • .O people saved by the Lord ! could \oo numr 
^Kfr the stars, and the sands upon the sea shore, and call them your 
own' for ever, what are worlds, stars and riches compared with 
heaven ? Here you niay fear and doubt, and be dismayed ; but iti 
ii^aven the wicked will cease from troubling, aud there your weary 
mollis will be at rest. O glorious place 1 O happy state ! where sin 
;:can never approach, nor Satan ever be admitted. Fear not the wolves 
of' prey that rove in this desert, you have a liing|doin above their 
reach: the walls of which are toohigh tobe cUtnbed, the foundations 
€if which are too deep to l>e underinine^, and the bulwarks of which 
are too thick too be penetrated by the cruelty and fury of your opjio- 
sers. Sin is pardoned, Satan bound, death conquered, and man res- 
tx^ined, and so6n, soon you will be called to bid adieu to trouble and 
war, and be with King Jesus, to adore Him in the midst of the throne 
for ever and ever. Tliere all your need will be satiated, and fears of 
ieycry description will be doqe away. 

ThoiY^ dark I often am bdow, 

Yet when arrivetl at home; ' ' ' ' ' 

The light of that fair world win be, 

Qn^ brif^t eternal noon. . \, 

My sun will never more ^o down. 

My heart will ne'er be cold ; 
For ftheie without one cloud between, 

The Lamb I jsbali behold. 



fUmsey, Hunlf^ 



— .. m ■ ■ .. 

PAUL'S TESTIMONY, 

. fjqncerni^g the Resurrection of Qur Lord Jesus Christ. 

( Concluded from f age 9^.) 

The Resurrection of our Lord, is the foundation of the faili^ 
|knd hope of bis people* In the Apostolic age, it was as a 
matter of the utmost consequence to trie Church ofiChrist. The 
gospel was then more simpily preached and received than it now 
IS, or can be. The preaching of the holy Apostles consisted in 
giving a simple and important narraiiye of the life, death, burial, and! 
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ:; — of bearing ibeir own per- 
sonal testimony to the truth hereof, which they could do, because alt 
of them had seen Christ in the flesh, and conversed with him in his 
resurrection state, except Paul. And the Lord appeared to him as 
he was going to Damascus, which gave hini so fully a knowledge of 
€hrist*s. Person, mission, and cominission, life, death, burial, and 
resurrection ; aiid qualified him as fully to preach him, as they 
were. And he and they having borne their testimony, nothing re- 
mained but for the Lord to give testimony unt6 the word of his grace, 
arid he granted signs and wonders to be done by their hands. Let 
pe hece suggest, what it must have bden to be under the Apostle's 
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minbtry. I will only confine U to Paul's, a man who bad seen 
Christ ; one who was immediately inspired by Christ ; one who re* 
ceived the Gospel not from man, neither was he taught it but by the 
revelation of Jesus Christ. This, when properly considered, stamps 
his testimony of Christ, at once bold and humble as it is, in the 
account of his own conversion, and in his Apostolical letters, in 
which the heart of Christ is opened, and his unsearchable riches 
proclaimed, with peculiar dignity. Sirs ! we're we to consider Paiirs 
epistles, as written by the man to whom Christ appeared since hi^ 
resurrection, and who took him up into the third heavens, most un- 
doubtedly we should attend more closely to all contained iii them. 
I value no man's testimony for Christ, like unto Paul's, t do no^ 
wonder at his clear views of Christ, and apprehensions of divini^ 
truth, when 1 consider he received it all froni Christ, risen from the 
(lead. I do not wonder he trod down sin, the world, deaths aind helF. 
and went on from conquering unto conquer, when I consider he had 
seen Jesus, with whom he was most intimately acquainted. When t 
read him saying, " And now, behold, I go bound in the Spirit to 
Jerusalem, not knowing the things that shall befell me there ; save 
that the Holy Ghost witn^sseth in every city, saying that bonds and 
afflictions abide me. But not none of these things move me, neither 
count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course 
with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, 
to testify the Gospel of the grace of God." Acts xx. 22 — 24. I do 
not wonder at all this, because the Lord so often appeared to him, 
and stood by him, and strengthened him. Our Jesus, when Paul wa^ 
at Jerifsalem, appeared unto him, saying, ** Make haste and get thee 
quickly out of Jesusalem/' &c. Acts xxii. 18. When he was in the 
castle, surrounded by the Roman guards, the night following the 
Lord stood by him, and said^ ** Be ai good cheer Paul ; for as thou 
hast testified of me in Jerusalem^ so must thou bear witness also of 
me at Rome," Acts xxiii. 11. He could say both in life and death, 
^* I know whom I have believed, and I am persuaded that he is able 
to keep that which I have committed unto him against that dav, 
2Tim. i. 12. 

May the Lord the Spirit be pleased to give us some blessed 
knowledge of the resurrection of Christ. And whilst we bless hinq 

^ for, putting forth his resurrection pow.er in our souls, let us no( 
overlook the account given of his resurrection in the written word, 
jior the witness thereof, lior the testimony which they have gi?e4 
concerning it. Besause the whole of it is most truly interesting, im^ 
portant, and divine, The matter of part ought to be very prec^ou^ 
unto us. Our Lord's appearance to Paul is of vast conseq^uence untq 
lis. He being an Apostle to the Gentiles. And his labors anc| 
vvrif ings make up a great part of the New Testaiqent. So that the 
Churches of Christ, owe more to Paul, and reap more from his minis-r 
terial labors, than to all the Apostles. Think on this, and learn i^ 
make a proper use of it. As Christ's appearing to Paul was to him % 
full proof of our Lord's Messi^hship, and enabled hini to bear testi- 
mony to the truth thereof, so he writes of himsetf, thus ; Paiil 
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aiy Al^s^^r^ ^^ ^ iv<^D» neither by xnati» hul by Jesus Christy and 
pod Uie Father who raised him from the dead. Gal. L 1^ 

I pi'oc^eid thirdly, to notice the inamier in which Paul speaks of 
himHelf, as a|i abortive, as pf one born out of due lime. " And IasI 
pf all he was- seen of me also, as of one bora out of due time/' . 

It was an e^^traordinary display of grace, that after our Lord wiici 
ftsep from the dead, during the space of his xesvrrection and ascett? 
sion, a;s it is piostprobabii^.he appeared every day to one or other of, 
hi;; discipfes, he should several years after this, shine from h^ven 
at noon day, and appear to Saul of Tarsus ; this could not but itt« 
prease ifonder and real astonishment in* our Apostle's mind^ Ha 
inight well cry out, " And last of all he was seen of me alao^ as of 
pne b^rfi out of due time* i am, say he, as an abortive. Like ^ne 
iybo ha^ ^ Ui^timely birth' } seemed to have been in such a state 
and circumstance as to be totally secluded from the advantage of 
seeing Christ in Person ; — of his appearing personally to me ; — of his 
giving me such undoubted proofs of his Messiahship, and of h» 
resurrection from the' dead. Yet so it is. He appeared unto me. 
{ h^ve seen Ma> since his resurrection. I have heard his voice. 1 
have beheld his glory. 1 am among the nUmber of his Apostles. I 
am a witness of his resurrection. On me, who may well stile myself 
an aboriivf, ha^h he conferred. this honor, to jsppear to me. ^ To ap^ 
ppipt m^ to be a minister and an Apostle, ta declare the troth of his 
resurrection from the dead. And I am the person, who has seen 
Christ, anfl the last appearance he made was. to mk. I therefore 
join myself with the witnesses of his resurrection, arid declare unto 
you the tri|th thereof. That after bis appearance to Peter, then^ td 
fhe twelve, tbeq to tlie five hundred brethren, then to James, he wai^ 
seen of me also; my testimony therefore is this, «< And last of all 
he was seen of me also^ as of one horn out of due time." 

We may from hence observe, that this appearance of our Lord to 
Paul, was altogether miraculous and extraordinary. He speaks of 
it as such. It made a deep and liCsting impression on his mind. His 
own words were the index of his heart, and they give full proof here- 
of. As the Apostle speaks of Christ's appearance unto him, so we 
learn from hence, the narrative is of vast importance to the Church 
of Christ. All be speaks of our Lord's resurrection, and the future 
resurrection of the elect, rests wholly hereon. The truth of the one,' 
depend^ OB the other. It is with us to rest satisfied with his, an<i' 
other Scripture testimonies concerning this sreat truth. W« whoi^ 
i^re born again, atid have recived Ch^st by raith in his word, have' 
' spiritual and divine evidence of our Lord's being risen, in our hearts.' 
He hath put forth the power of his resurrection in Us. We are risen' 
again by the faith of the operation of God. The Apostle's prayer* 
i^ Qurs. We desire to know Christ more fully, and the power of his' 
resurrection, and the fellowship of his sutferings, and be made con*' 
f^rmable to l)iis death. . Indeed, from the clear and glorious views the 
4ppatle had been favored with, of our most adorable Lord, he adds, 
** K by any means 1 might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.*'' 
Fhji, iiL 11. As he had been Dsvored with an appearance of Christ, 
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and with most blessed and glorioaff views of his resurrfciioD, as 
the He^d of his body the Church, and i^ith the most db^r aod 
distinct apprehensions of the glory which would be revealed' ii| 
the souls and bodies of the saints at their resurrection from the 
grave, and power of death, so his vast mind, under the iniiueQce 
of the Lord the Spirit, is going out in desire, to partake as 
much as possible, of aM the blessings which will be bestowed on us at 
llHr inorn of resurrectjoji. He wants, if possible, to be in hearty 

Sind, frame, and affection toward Christ, what he should then be. 
e wanted to be clearly enlightened into the glories and blessedness 
of the resurrection ftatip. '^ If by any means I might attain unto^ the 
resurrection t>f the dead." 

We learn, frojn hence,, tliat the spiritual mind, under the influence 
of the Holy Qhost, reaches out after subjects, things, and blessedness, 
which cannoii be known, much less enjoyed, this side the resurrec- 
tion state. ' Paul having i^een Christ after he was entered on his state 
of glory, lives on him as glorified. Therefore he says, 'f Whereforii 
henceforth know we no man after the flesh; yea, though we hav^ 
knowii Christ after the flebh, yet now henceforth know we him no 
more?' S Cor. v. 16. He hereby signifies be knew Christ according 
to the sjtate to which he was advanced ; as glorified and exalted at 
the riglit hand of the majesty on high. He had real fellowship with 
him in hip glorified state. He lived on hini as the resurrectipn and 
the life. As the living Mediator, who was continually appearing i^ 
the presence of God on the behalf of his people. We see if dm hence 
unto how exalted a state of communion Paul was raised. May. 
the Lord the Spirit bless what I have in a feeble manner set before 
the Reader. I am free to acknowledge 1 have follen very short of 
the subject. Therefore I pray the Holy Spirit himself to opien the 
aubject unto you, and thereby glorify the risen Jesus in your heart. * 



To the Editor of Hie Spiritual Magazine. 

Dear Sir, 

When favored with the Prospectus of the ** Spiritual Magazinf;,*? 
I felt a pleasing hope, that the Church was abont to be furnished 
with a periodical work, in which the faithful in Christ Jesua« miglii 
read their own sentiments, without the mortification of having their 
attentiiitt arrested by the too prevalent divinity of this day, of empty 
profession; in which, the humble enquirer after Truth might find a 
laithful instructor, and in which the servant of God, under the gui< 
dance of the Holy Ghost, might freely communicate for the benefit 
of others his knowledge in the glorious Gospel, without the pain of 
finding himself afterwards in the company of Speculators and Wran- 
glers. I am now exceedingly happy to say, that hope, is much 
strengthened by a perusal of your first and second numbers ; for t 
trust the commencement of the work, may be considered as a pledge' 
to the Reader of his secuiity from those di;»appoiatm€nis, which the; 
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Spiritual miod oftea meets, i»l>ooks publiabed with a professed design^ 
of convening profitable iostriiction. Let the writers for the Spiritual 
Magazine, but follow the example of their worthy Leader, in the 
^rst address, according to the ability which the Lord shall give 
them, and doubtless many will have to praise the Lord for its pub- 
lication ; and you, dear Sir, will have the sweet reward, of having 
contributed much to the eoniifort, and edifitoation, of the children 
of God. 

Persuaded that jou will strictly adhere to the plan given in the 
Prospectus, I heartily wish you success in the name of the Lord, and 
grace enabling me, will pray for the prosperity of the work. 

Your's Dear Sir, in the Trufh, 

Ramsgate. £. G. . • 

' If the few enclosed remarks sbould be thought Worthy of publicity,* 
(hey are at your service. 

PROFITABLE ElViPLOY for the SPlftlTtJAL All5[6. 

Consider him that endfXred mch contradiction of sinners against himf^ 
' self, test ye be weaary and faint in your minds, xii. 3. 

' In the begintiing of this Epistle, the Almighty Redeemer is most, 
j^lessedly set forth in his two distinct natures, and their union m one. 
glorious Christ. The design of his Incarnation is pilaioly declared^ > 
The insufficiency of the Priests and sacrifices under the law, to pro- 
cure the pardon of sin, ot to remove guilt from the conscience, i» 
fully proved. The perfect obedience of Christ, the infinite merit of 
the sacrifice he made by shedding his most precious blood, the.' 
eternal redemption, and complete justification of the Church la 
Christ, are clearly attested througboi^t the Epistle. The security and 
happiness of the Church in Christ is shewn, and the nature and effects 
if the faith of God*s elect, by which the redeemed are brought ta 
eel that happiness, and ecijoy that security, are given in the eleventh 
Chapter. Then fellows, a most affectionate address to all who know, 
^r desire to know, our Lord Jesus Christ as their own ; they are ad- 
monished to consider him as the end of the faithful minister's con- 
versation, Jesus Christ the same, yesterday, to day, and for ever ; to 
be constantly looking unto him as the author and finisher of our faith ^ 
and, in the text above, to consider him as their suffering Surety, and^ 
Redeemer, who endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, 
test they should he weary andjaint in their minds. From these several 
calls of divine love, (for such they certainly are, to every renewed 
Souli) we are assured that meditating on Christ will be found by the 
Spiritually minded, a most profitable employ ; and as all the subject»s 
of grace, be they babes, young men, or fathers, are equally depeii* 
dant on Christ, find eqqally dear to him, so they, all have an equal 
right to' look to Christ, to come to Christ, and have in scripture ev.ery 
encouragement to consider lltM. . 

inow request of all those, my fellow travellers^ who know and \ov% 
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the Lord Jesus Christ, thdse wha are rahect froiYi darkac^s and boit-^* 
dage» to the light- and liberty of the gospel; aiid are f(|Uoiviug the 
Lotd as dear children, to joio me io attending to the admoifitioii in* 
the text, CONSIDER Hiiil. Beloved, what a subject is here proposed 
for meditation! so great, that it will furnish us with employ for 
iifvery day while on earth, aad eternally id hearen. Let us tonsidtt 
him^ in his glorious Pierson; as the great GodmaA ;' not with an idea: 
that we shall ever fully comprehend him* fo/ that ia irppos^ible, be- 
cause ht is the eternal 66d ; but that by the Holy Spirifa instruo 
lion, we may fof m the clearest possible appreheifsion of bis Almighti- 
ness, and so rest with the fullest confidence, aft the interests of ouf 
aoula on hin^ 

Let us consider him, in bis infinite condescension, in assuming our 
nature, in Muag on him the form of a servant, in becomiiig obedient 
unto death, eventide death, of the. cross. How vast a subject is hare 
for our consideration ! Jehovah incarnate, obeying and utlfilling hia, 
own broken law, and pouring out the predous blood of his holy 
human Jiatut«« for the redemption of his fallen, rebellious children* 
ph how blesaedly cakotated, is this most mysterious Truth, to softea 
and melt down our poor icy hefirts before oar Lord, and t<^ dra#< 
forth the tear of love to him ; and this we kaow^ i« trul^ profitaUe. 
Let us comider him, the Almighty Conqueror, in his victory.pver aH 
kU and akr enemies ; here we denve a; sweet confidence of present 
aeenrity> while encompassed with foes, arid eventual triumph over 
them \AL' Let t^ fomHdar Atm, aa out souls inexhaustibie Tramny^ 
in wiM^htit pleaded tfafe Holy Tiiai^f ttiat aU folness should dwells and 
ilB heaven*s high tyeawrer, wko dispenses allthe blessings of grace^ 
ind glory on Jehovah's chosen family. This view of our precious 
Cftifist is iekceedingly desirable at all times, as it has a happy tenden- 
fSy to produce (>atient submission to the most holy will of our Lord* 
iinder all the wan to and woes we are called to endure; and teaches'. 
as, aa pettsiotiers on his bounty, to be continually coming to the doqr 
of his mercy : aad this must be profitable, for he fiUeth the hutigrj/ 
Mth good thiihgs, 

y Luttixf^oowsiaer him, in the gforious offices he' fills for. his dhurc^' 
tlie preeious names he bears, the endearing eharactera he sustains, anU^ 
the tender rektions in which he itftnds to all the redeemed. Herie' 
are subjects of the greatest magnitude, but on which it is impossiblie' 
to dwelt in thia paper : they are aW, most deeply interestinj^ to im, as' 
they are calculated to inspire us with holy awe, before him our 'Al- 
mighty Governor ; with unbotmded dependance on him at all timea» 
ftir every thing needful; to attach us with the very warmest affections 
of our souls to him, and to encourage us constantly to exercise' an 
humble familiarity with him. Ye, who througlrthe tender mercy 
of God, know those things, say, is it not ^ profitable lio consider 
ChHot? 

Again, 1 would observe to all my companidns in the faith* let ns' 
eyerlasphngly ommder him, through the meditnn of our oMigiatlons U>' 
him ; let us pray, never to forget the infinite debt of love we owe 
him ; let iis own, with profound humility before our Xotd, that we 
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b»te dM oiie Miiigk migbf of oiw own, to go towards (he dnrheirge o# 
th»l mord than teiKtboilsand'tttleiit debt, which \ft ha;d ^ontrftsetdd : 
b»t let tn sb«w ear f^tHiaf mm to return oar Lord whtlt is his oWil ; 
IH us by our 11(^8, add in our \\fe» shew to- othcfr^^ M we dtfjt>y ifl diAp« 
»eWeft. fr lively Goiiceva' iot the glory of our tld^mible' Lord. Let usi". 
ever fetoemHer the preoiobs S(»ri|kt«ire bsloniis to us^ which say^. But* 
ye are. a ehiheft gene^aHen, aTe^fof^ fnHeMth4dd,' a holy naiioni^A pecu-' 
ii^peephi that ye should shewlotth the praitlerof him, mht> hath* 
€^iUH ^u aui ef dorknees into hiemarv^l^e ligM, 1 Pet« ii. 9. 
. I >rould now request the attdntioift of all my troubled felloW-ti<a- 
vellers, towards the heavenly rest, to the words of otif text, for Cfley 
i|#e laarvelloudy' calcubtedi and GOi»di«ily desigiied, to cX)a>fort us. 
Let them^ tfaeo, under ilHthey suffer f^Pon Satau, the world, and thefit' 
ilBbeUioas »ature, oen^4kr him that endured sudi contradiction o^ 
siifBereagahM Itimself. To tlie affiieted id the Lord*s fsrmily, tbmf 
wePrds are particularly dir^bt^d, to cheer thcffn in their tVrbidttticMi/ 
aOd fo^ ftntfflate them id runtiof the ^aice set befoUe them. IUr<i«ftf-' 
bett, my eonVfUamons' in* mfferiiif , that the Almighty Redeemer catA^ 
illte (toe world, imt oaly to ransom hib Gburch fnim the states of miti* 
ipt» whtoh sin hatH f^uuged her, but ie domforl aU that mentri^ iW 
Xiet^ to §ive them beauty for aehe^t the ait of j&y fm- mimrtfing, dfttt 
tiWgmment ef praiee for the epirit of heaifmess; and da rei^enfbiify 
thait hi» love te them^ aad his interest in them, »re too gr«iat ever to? 
adtiHl Che poeaibilit;^ af his> beings regardless' of their afflrtctioos': tifiril 
aaaU tbeif eona^latiodtf a#e to be fo^ad iif fellowship with hiiA^ tlWf 
(•a^atealls in scyiptw^e to look to htiii». aad eeme to him, tmd em- 
meter /Heii. ougbi to be e»leeB»ed as most tender esppessioos' of hitf 
heart to tbej|li« 

.. GenMer hitHh yo who- feel the sorc^ oppression^ of your s|Mrltu!i^ 
«iM3«iies, he is^ tb^ oonqcreror of them* adl, ilnd his language ta youy aO 
ttt timeif „ is like thaA o^ David \/6 Atbaailiar; Abide thou with therfear 
net'; fcv he that eeekethm^ life, seeketh thy l^e: but teithmor ^f<< 
ehali be i^mi^eguArd, t ^m. xr»i. 2d4 Connder the work be wrought 
4HI«eart4ir^ tbat be fulfilled^ nagnified^ and for ever honored, the HoW 
lAw of. Godv (hatifo one of hi^ dear,, chosen children,; should- fall 
under' the awfulsMfteace of it. Ce^idei^ the sacrifice he made of 
luitself ; it Was a ftili atonemeat toe aU their trtmsg^essions^ atad^ u 
M\ diAehar^e of all tbeir debts. Genaider (he victory he lHas ol^ 
tained, it was the certain pledge of his peopleVeverlastkig seotfrltjf^i 
fipon» liM malieiotts designs ef tbeir infer tial foe. Consider the e^er« 
laatkig ft§^e4His«elw of Christ, ais the eoB»fde€e jiistifieation o# h& 
Fed«em0d before the eteraai Judge ; it will* be their security anidat 
all the stDrmfr of time, and their ornameA t for ever. Coniider thab m 
Ihetreauirf^otion.of Christr the;Hea4 aiHlSunet^ of hisChuHoh^ there 
wasii&fidl earnest that aU his members should in llie dlsy of hk 
powlMry rise from^ the grave of siir, mto s])iritual life ; that< ttifey* shall 
as the consequence of having life in him, their living Head,;i^e froiil 
all their lifeless, dark, and fettered frames of soul, into (he light and 
liberty of the gospel, and eventually into the more glorious liberty of 
the sons of God in heaven* Consider Him, your Sovereign, and great 
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High Priest now ou the throne, exercising his uncontrolled authority, 
and presenting the ever-prevailing plea of his priesthood in your 
behalf. Consider him also, in his infinite suitableness to yov, under 
all the circumstances of your journey through this vale of tears ; M 
you can possibly need, for healing, food, clothing, comfort, or secu- 
rity, is iu him : for, as coequal mih the Father, and the Holy Ghost, 
there dwells in him all the JutntM of the Godhead bodily ; so as 
Cod-man, there dwells in him, according to the pleasure of Jehovah, 
all fulness for the supply of his needy children, and ihey shall all, in^ 
his appointed time, with rapture exclaim. Of his fulness have we re^ 
ceived, and grace for grace, John i. 16. 

Again, consider him, in the tender expressions of his love, to all 
his suftering people : Come unio me all ye that labor and are heavy 
laden. Matt. xi. 28. And mark how blessedly he assures them of 
success in coming. I will give you rest. Again, / will in no wise 
cast you out; John vi. 37. No, they shall never be cast out, who 
come to Christ ; for they are his own, by choice, by the Father's 
gift, and b^V the purchase of his own most precious blood. Once 
more, exercised belieVer, consider him, as the sympathizing friend, 
and Father, of all who truly feel their need of him*, and cry after him ; 
and be assured, my Brother, ot Sister, that while yon smart under 
the Father's chastisements, hid eye looks on you with pity, and his 
bowels roll, oyer you in love. May God the Holy Ghost take of the 
things of Christ, and shew them unto you, that your meditations oi> 
Christ, may be very sweet, and very profitable. One word, to the 
babes in my Lord*s family, and I will conclude. Beloved, remember, 
the same source whence fathers, and young men, are supplied, waa 
provided for you also : the fulness of Christ is a provision made for 
every child in the Lord's family, and yoU are invited, equally with 
others, to consider him. He has breasts of consolation for ail who 
desire the sincere nuik of the word, that they may grow thereby ; and 
be assured, he will not mock the lips of the weeping infant. See 
his own most faithful word : As one whom his mother comforteth, so 
will / comfort you, Isaiah Ixvi. 13. Consider, that for all the weak- 
lings he has commanded it to be proclaimed. He shall gather the lambs 
with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, Isaiah xl. 1 1. And to' 
satisfy them fully of his deep and everlasting interest in them, has 
himself declared. It is not the will of their heavenly Father, that ans 
of them should perish. 

But I am aware that their eyes are dim, they cannot clearly sec 
the lovely forms of Mediator-excellence, in my glorious Lord ; lam 
aware their ears are dull of hearing, they cannot take in the sweet 
sounds of endearing invitations, precious promises, and free, full, 
and finished salvation : nevertheless, let them CONSIDBR HiM, and 
they shall find it profitable; and may the Lord the Holy Ghost 
direct their hearts into the love of God, and into the patient waiting 
for Christ. Amen* 

E. G: 
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AN INTERESTING FRAGMENT. 

It is worth the thankful ackoowledgnreot of tlie Church of Christ, 
to observe, how the Lord hath specially marked^ the different 
ages of the Gospel, with special tokens of his divine favor: and par- 
ticularly in those periods, and upon those occasions, when the ene- 
mies io the faith, have conie forward with more than ordinary malice 
against the distinguishing* di>ctdnes of Christianity. Then it is, that 
the Lord hath more strikingily manifested himself, in the boldness of 
his chosen, when their foes threatened more immediately to confound 
them. It was among the precious promises, of the Old Testament 
dispensation, that the Lord wotdd then appear, when the cause of 
his people looked most dark and discouraging; and this became 
emineatly fulfilled under the New. When the enemy shall come in 
like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shali lift vp a standard against 
kim, Isaiah lix. 19. 

They who are acquainted with Ecclesiastieal history, may observe, 
the gracious fnlfUnient of this promise, on many remarkable occa- 
sions, from the days of the Apostles regularly downward; and even 
to the present hour. Before John was removed, from the lower, to 
the upper werld, he lived to see, a troop of various heretics. And 
the Lord, the Holy Ghost, in his inspired writings, furnished a 
check, to their several disjointed dogmas. The Gnostics, and Nico- 
iaiians; and Cerentkians, And Ebonites, avrvLTiaed soon after. And 
hence those sweet Scriptures, which the Reader will do well to turn 
to, and read. 1 John ii. 18. to the end. So again, it was a period 
of great blasphemy, in the days of Jastin Martyr, And he stood 
idmost alone, to stem the torrent. Iren€svs,\nd Clemens Altxan- 
drius, nearly cotemporaries, about the year 140, were peculiarly 
raised up to the same services. And every one who knows any 
thing, of the history of the Church, knows also, that at the same time 
the Heretic Arius sprung up in the fourth Century ; aiid from the 
deadly spaivn of his blasphemous engendering, so virulent, and 
epidemic was the poison, that the whole Roman Empire was tainted 
with it. We have reason to believe, that except perhaps some few, 
in the humbler, and private walks in life, unnoticed, and unknown by 
the higher powers, there was not a man that dared oppose the awful 
crew, but Athanasius, But then recollect, what an opposition, 
under God's strength, was his ? His single arm, through the mighty 
power of God, bore down the whole phalanx of the infidel arnij'. 
And to shew, that the Lord Was with him, arid tli at be kct^ in tne 
Lord's strength, and In the Lord's nahie, his writings have ^eeh 
preserved to the present hour. ' Ahd thoiigh 'there hdve not been 
wanting, certain men, enemies to the truth, who have -o|>enly ex- 
pressed their wish, that they might get rid of the creed of Athanasius; 
(though they have received large money to. uphold it,) yet so it is, 
overruled by the mighty power of GoD, that creed not only continues, 
but continues, in the legitimate authority of the land to this day ; 
yea, and must continue unrepealed, as long as the establishment 
continues. 
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And who ibat look? OQ, in t^c present hour, {i| th^ 4ay of rebuke 
and blasphemy, but may perceive, the abouodiogs of the same spawn ? 
Wa» there ever ^ Uvp when iuiiiMUy wore prevailed I Tfce Holy 
Guosr hath denoted the la^ day as perilws dtiyt: and every day, 
confiriiis yet n)or^ and o)Ofe, Ihut th^^e times %rft now. 2 Tiia. iii. 
i, ^^. But hlefif^d be Goo, the Lord batli not left himftclf without 
witness. Though numbers, ye^, «» the Prophet ^picaks* wmiiiiudts, 
fBfdlitwief in the valley of d^chhn, (Joel iii. 14,) aaiong wiiat are 
ciUied, though by a misnomer, ^Evangelical men^ ave gone oyer lo 
the p^rty, yet there are a few* vvho dare be singular. So thai to this 
19th Centiiry, it piay be said» as it was iu the days oC the Prophet ; 
ipjcrpi the Lo|in oj hoifs had left unto us, a vtry small remuani, 
tcf should hape h^en as Sgdomt aud m should Imve been like unto 
Gof^rrah, Isaiah i. 9. Th^ iiitelUgenJt and observant Reader, if 
happily taught of God, ^iU mabf^ hi^ own observations .m heholdlBg- 
the prese^it completion of things, and of ascertaining them by this 
ifqripturai standard. The il)Mstrattoii of the ftul:yect, will perhaps be 
inor^ strikii\g, ^y the' iusertiqyf of th^ fqllAVviAg anecdote, from 
Ecclesiastical l^i^tory* 

At the tiriie, when from tbt* artifice of Jrius, the predominant 
principle of beifisy was gaining ground ; the Emperor Thep^aiu*, 
thottgl^ himself^ believer )n the Goi>|l£M> of Christ* issued ati 
edict, froni the s^rtfulrppr^eHtation of his Cabinet Minister^* who 
i^9fe for the most pfirt hereti^^* to indulge the followers <|f jtrius 
^9(iih fi fr.e^ tolera^on of their teriete. At this time, Ampkihchius 
ifffis Bisbpp of lconi^m ; a man firm in thr Jmiih 9nc^ delivered to 
the paints. It so happened that Theodosiv^ ^^(9 ple<&aed to admit 
\i'.» son 4^Qa4i^s, to be joint Emperor with himself. And a deeree 
was sent fort)i, th^t upon ^ certain day, ail ranks and orders of 
the people were sunon^^ned to attend the Court, and acknowledge 
th^ir joint supremacy. ^»r/ii^?7<'cAtiis obeyed the mandate. But as 
soon as he had paid the v^i^^ bppors to Thsa4Q*iH$» he was about to 
withdraw. Upon which the poiperor called to him, and reminded 
him of )iis duty to his soi). The venerable Bishop returned, aail ad- 
vancing to the throne, pi|t hi^ (i^nd on the he^ of Jvcadius, sayiaf , 
you are an hopefi^l youth ! ^trqck at the indignity oifered his son, 
'fheodosius ordered the 6i3hop to instant iqapri9oi\ment. And as the 
guards were leading the faithful servant of his God away, he ti^rned, 
imd looke<| on the flmp^roT, <^nd said; Ah! Tkeodosiusl are you 
angry th^t I have t^ot honoxedyour son, equal with yourself : and do 
y^ou think thai Go n t> ple^s^d with you^ for the indulgence you have 

{rafited to the enemies pfCimi^T, in (^ilomtig them io call in quesiion 
is GoQHi^Ap, and to propagate the auful heresy through the land? 
^fye sequel qf \\ie history s^dds, that the Emperor was confqunded at 
the intfeped^ty of (he Bishqp, and countermandecl the decree he had 
i^acje for the Pi^hpp'^ imprisoMmeot. — The subject need# no appliea- 
tipn. 
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TO MOURNING »OUL«[» 

Btk9sed €^e ikey thttt mourn : for they $halt be comforted. 
M*ttUen^ V. 4, 
. The ehfiriMAeM nddrefptd ai« muiidtfd, (09 p»sp<s aod 7.) t|i«t ' 
lb«y hwt> ftttaiUifd to ir^oif degme in spwiUial knowleilge, wH«« 
p«MMW9t of ^irittffli deair«s aAer Jesus. Th£ Writer i» fully aware 
thai: ^ assertioa ia Uttk. likely to be accepted as tni^, by tbe soul 
,wb9Ae f^tuatioii ip tiad in view in the poeatat remarks ; and if cofr* 
aidered aeripturattycorserfc, by that individual, yet it is as probable 
oacb an Qtte wiil itilK like Rf^^bel of old, fftfuu to he eomjwi^^ con- 
^idoiiiiil thai aoive ath^ars nay lay claim to the honor, but not they. 

It i^ a me^i(<»i di9pfinftatioo» of tbe God of all grace, that the re« 
defined fiMlily ara oot dei^odant on Pastors and Teachers for their 
4ipifitttA} mlraetioD ; tf they were, and the Lolrd's servants adminis^ 
tared advice nad consolation, ever so %viatly and tenderly, the circnm- 
•laocet imiW^iQh.thcy are found being so varied, they woul4 be cer- 
Aaili of failvr« in the atteinpt, and the anxious sufterer would pine in 
ijisappoiatlVt'St ; but the Lard appoints his iustrunients-r-ieives them 
their instructions — enables them to declare his wiil-^and ordains the 
A^^omplislMi^at of whatsoever success he apportions theas, by (Oh I 
49&bUq wisiiioffl) hi» OHrn inunediate application thereof to the 9ouK 
Ai the rain fi^wHh dfiu^n^ and the uufmfrmn heaven ; saith the Lord, 
amif retnm^h n^t thither, ea ehail tny ward be, that goeth ferih out 
^9W wnUh: H aK^Utferoai/^jiA that which Iplfaee, and it SHAhh 
prosper in the thing whereto I ^emt it, Isaiah Iv. 10, 11. 

Pursuing further the interestinq: subject, under a full conviction of 
the truth of the foregoing stalement of the Lord's methods with his 
children, we 2ive authorised bv hlipself in hisi .own kind language 
first quoted, to say, //ifjj^ jj^^% kiemd th^t moum. Observe, mourning 
friend, this is not one of the Lords promises of what he will do to 
mifjir yQ^; though they are all oJUseiQdii^ly precioua, aad gloriovsly 
^er(a,ii^ of heiqg fMlOHed ; but it is a gracious declaration of the slate 
in whii?h ypu dp now stwdt Hatb the Loyd thf Spirit giranteil anio 
jQM repi?»t%we 'i Hath be fylfiUed bia glorioua office, bv dia^oveiing 
tp \OM the knowledge of your natura'* ruin and wretchednei^,— by 
isalJiRg forth the spiritual affections he hath iinplanted,--^by.presen)^ 
ting before you the adorable oly^t of your ^esiiea,-— bv ei^hibitiag 
bii^ all-glprioya work, apd everlastingly perfect obedience !~r-Hath lK« 
Spirit of s^M truth, by bis pweet i!>atruQtiuB8» laid open before yon 
^prne of the iocjesqnbftble l^fauti^ of QW»Va. Person? Are yon 
ei^aiporeti with ^m ? Whs^t ! is hi^ Fefspn po gMoua that yon 
^aopot gaze MpoQ hiq^t Qa^pot you g^t ii^to hia piesenc^« and e»- 
tr%ce hi«9^ Are yoy ^p vile, that you belJevQ h« will not r^ard you ? 
Are you so contemiptible^ that you imagine he will paas by you? And 
<i|p the^e things wgike yoy mourn 1 Tbep, Bj,P3Sai> AHJB you. And 
Aa(A he, the Lord, md, if^i shall h^nQtdfitil r thth h$ bkssed, und 
shall he reverse it ? 

You laay be. by the force of temptation, added to the hiunifold 
trials incidental to this time-state, indii«ed to believe, that ali things 
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work together for your harm. You may suppose, that having been 
born in enmity, and the vile pieissions of your corrupt nature, often 
rising in enmity against God, that he will, as the just Judge, quickly 
visit you in his great wrath. You may apprehend, that in con- 
sequence of the curse, which descended on the fall of ihan ; and you, 
painfully tracing the effects thereof day by day, and knowing somef- 
wbat of your own deservings — that iinally you shall lie down under 
bis bitter anger. And do such apprehensions (aye do they not?) 
«ause you to mourn? But, saiih the God of truth and faithfulness, 
Bieased ar£ you ; and being blessed, ^o« shall be comforted. 
. Jehovah hath blessed the Church, (hath blessed you) with aU 
spiritual blessings in hxavenly places in Christ, before the foundation 
of the world. Poor, mourning, fellow -sinner, stagger not at the 
fnighty declaration ! Confound not the«cause with the effect, in this 
truly blissful matter ! You are not called, in this contemplation, to 
the Holy of Holies of the heavenly temple, and there to behold the 
record of your worthless name, — though even this, you shall attain 
tQ ; — but It is your sweet privilege to discover in effects, wrought 
within ypu^ the evidence of your interest in what the precious de^ 
deration imports. 

What! do you mourn for the object of your souUs delight, — and 
are you not the subject of his grace ? Are your desires drawn out to 
to Jesus, — and is not his desire toward you 1 (Cant. vii. 18.)^ 

Dr. Watts has admirably versified the motto at the head of this 
Paper, and well expressed the language of those, whose heart's de- 
sires are to comfort Zion*s Mourners ; — 

Bli^8§'d are the men oS breken heart, 

W'fap mojuni for sin with inward smart; % 

The blood of Christ divinely flows, 

A healing balm for all their wees. 

Take courage, then, my brethren, and know that as these emotions 
of the soul lead us to Jesus, and ^% the renewed affections on him, 
that this is living a life of faith, — this is proving your heirship to the 
heavenly kingdom, — this is an evidence of your being blessed indeed* 
May the Lord the Spirit communicate abundantly of his grace, so 
that you may be continually seeking the Beloved of your souls ; that 
you may enjoy more freely your intercoursie with him, and attain in 
due time the confidence oi hope, and the assurance of faith, which 
wiH prove you to have arrived unto the measure! of the stature of the 
fulness of Christ. And for the GospeFs sake, and for peace of ^con- 
science sake, be watchful, that Satan's influence oh your' corrupt 
affections, succeed not in impelling you to the Commission' of \tiL 
which bring your holy profession into contempt, aud cause the ene- 
mies of Christ to blaspheme. But the God of all grace, who hath 
tailed us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye hane 
suffered awhile, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you. 

W. 

. Ramsg^fe, June 12/A, 1^24. 
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To the Editior of the Spiritual Magazine^ 



QUERIES. 

'< The iivildeniess and the solitary place shall be glad, for ihem} 
and the deuert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose," Isa. xxxv. i; 
I should feel obliged, if a Correspondent of this Magazine, would in* 
form me, who are spiritualty meant by the pronoun them, in the 
above text. I am aware that the literal antecedent must be sought 
for. In the preceding Chapter, perhaps in the fifteenth verse; but 
has not the pronoun a much higher signification ? 

June 10th, 1824. ELIHUD. 



Is Genesis Chapter vi. verse 3. correctly translated in the re*^ 
eeived version? If not, please to give an accurate and perspicuout 
elucidation of the passage. 

Also, How are we to understand Matt, xviii. 18. and John xx. 23. 
An explanation of the above passages, from some one of your Corres- 
pondents, will perhaps gratify others also. 

A SUBSCRIB£R« 



I should be greatly obliged to any of the Readers of the ** Saints 
lilagazine,'' (who have tasted and felt, that the Lord is gracious/' 
and are *Vled by the Spirit into all truth,'*) for their thoughts o» 
Rev. xxii. 19. last clause, " And whosoever shall take away from the 
words of the prophecy of this book, God shall take away his part 
out of the Book of Lite, and out of the Holy City, and from the 
things that are written in this book." 

TIMOTHY. 



We beg to intimate to our Friends who propose queries of this 
kind, that they should accompany them'witU their own remarks in 
the first instance ; as the ]}are statement of them might excite one of 
two suspicions, (if not both) viz. first, that they have no other in- 
tention than to puzzle the Reader : or, secondly, that they are them- 
selves totally ignorant of Scripture. Now, to avoid either of these 
difficulties, the Querists should state all they know, (or whatever 
contending views they may have imagined) on the passages : and then 
they may fairly hope that other Correspondents will also speak freely. 



^s»#>^#«#<<^^«#^y^i^ 



At the Meeting of the Clonakilty Bible Society, held June 8tli, 1824, after the 
Report was read, and the usual Resolutions brought forward, Mr. Sheahan, a 
Roman Catholic, then present, proposed the following Counter- RetohdUms. It is 
hardly necessary to say they were not adopted, nor is it needful to offer any ob- 
servations on the sentiments they contain. 

Resolved. — 1. ** That, though we piously believe in all the statements 
of the Old Testament, we do still conceive that many of those atate- 
roents deserve to be admired rather as the genuine records <>f a sensual 
people, than asthedailylessonsof achristian and ^nVtia/ generation*^ 
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Jiiioived.^^, «* that we conk) pAlCkul«rlif iiai^ #r those state- 
mentgy but that a sense of public decency, and a regard for the young, 
the weak, and the unenlightened of this me«tiiig, peremptorily forbid it*" 

Resolved. — 3. " That, though we firnrfy believe in every line of the 
Ntw TtslaiiieBl, trt da fttill consider that then avt m^i^y paKcages 
ttiitaioed tiwrem d^fiatU of tomprehnuion, — thai as the wordf wktn 
jpdAett» was mistrndersfood by the Jew, sa, wkel^ wrUien, k riifty be 
MicMlcinvtfd by the Chiistian, aad thtti the mdiserifimMite ese of 
either the New or the Old f eatament^ witheitt reiereiice (o age dr 
itau eels or ciMBflieat^ aiay but lead to faMJioisas ted infidelity/' 

Resolved.-— A. " Thai in £oglaiid» the cenAre af Biblical ope ralioiie^ 
and the lest ef its utility, fanaticism and infidelity have increased with 
the indiscriminate use of the Scriptures, that the people of that 
country fire now more incontinent than ever, — that dishonesty is 
splrewiing rapftf Jy among Che lower ofird(sr6,-^tlM the state «€ thet*ri- 
iBhittt esieiidev m mafuy plsfees has beea ho#>ibIy a]^p9tK«gf,--^hftt 
fanaticism has found the Bible there for iCa propv <Md in#delicy fw 
Sc9 pti^esv* 

- JiM^/tMtt-r^. «*Frott tire toreffmng ednwderattoas, tiMt, wMte w« 
revere the sacred Scripturee a^^ Ik iwl«aMe depcMMl^ In .the Churdf fff 
Go^ sad beeaose we so revere them, we do entirely discountenance 
their indiscriminate circulation aff theoretically wrong, and practically 
iaj^iaiis." 



' Tb (lie £dit^ Of the SpiriiiHa Magioizhm. 

.. I really think you aref a» honest man : at least I will ventare to 
assert that I am one ; and in the falaesa of my. ^nuBon honest^^ for 
I ^ claim tK> no higher praise among men, I cannot restrain my 
anger at the mal-use which is coostaatly made, and among religious 
folks too, of the power of disposing of property by Legacy. 

Sir, I ask, has a man adjr right before God; to wilf away his money 
fto what he deems religiou^ purpdses) from his wife and childrenf. ft 
h reported that quite lateFy, a man had left £5000' to a dertai A 
Chapel,— and within this week another has feft £M,000, In botd 
cases as I am informed, the money being averted front those Mfho 
needed, and had every natural right to expect it; Where there is a 
large property, it is highly desirable that some shxiidd be left Co 
reKglous institutions, &c. but I doubt the proprreCy of taking the 
bulk from a man's family, and giving it to Chapels, Aknshoases, ^d. 

I heard a story somewhere of some religious man's young daughter 
marrying, a very old man, on condition of a large settlement of pro- 
perty being made upon her. Now Sir, is it or is it not high time to 
heid iiji these" things ta public abhorrenee* And an to Chapels,> — 
eant wr teoeive nooey willed- ta sneh pkKesV' whn» i^ in torn eltfanlr 
ignorantly, undesignedly, superstitionslt, dr an^r^, ftwtt deaf cflff- 
'dmmf or firoos widnm who nii»4 cfver. afbefUf&id poittt .At- ua and- dur 
•fkmtftmwi werabipiwitii the: too jpirtiiinMc feeling. ofkn^gMLtient and 
'ahiaent; 

A TBUSVBE Of Ar QOVb^StM GHAPEL* 
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ORIGINAL ESSAYS. 

III. 



ON THE B£IN6 OF A GOD. 

Great are the subjects to ^rhich may be directed the powera of 
argunieotation ; . but the soul blushes at thought of retutiog an 
atheist, and questions the necessity of a regular discussion in proof 
of his existence, who fills all space, and who leaves in the footsteps 
of omuipotence, unnumbered proofs of an .eternal power and Qod^- 
bead ; for we ask, is it indeed possible that this argument can be 
required? are the movements of Deity so very thin and zephyr-like^ 
that they cannot be appreciated: or rather, do not ^' theipillars of 
heaven tremble at his reproof ?" In 4he temple of the universe^ shatl 
all be admired but the altar? For individual eflfecU sMl we admit 
a cause, but deny it for the great whole; in which, as from a con- 
fluence of voices, the Creator speaks confusion for the atheist, that 
imbruted, yet intrepid rebels who, with a face prone downward, 
avoids the aky, but is equally confounded by the grassy sod ; every 
blade of whose vegetation becomes against him in the eye of reason; 
a threatening spear, while all the surrounding wonders proclaim 
the varied God. , > 

The -ei^ii^tence pf the universe, proves the being of a God. Every 
effect has a cause. Those who deny the doctrine of Causation, place 
themselves without t^e .pale of argument: like those who say that 
nothing exists but in idea; but whence came the idea, and. in what 
does it inhere 1 Sqch sopbisters may be repelled from link to link of 
the chain, till they come to the throne of God, from which the whole 
depends. . For it is more illogical to suppose such a concuteoation 
as their receding reveries create, as depending on nothing than on an 
originating and afterwards upbearing cause. i 

Some, affectiug the name of Philosophers, have told us that the 
world arose not from a Fjrst. Cauise, but from a tbrtuUous con^ 
course of atoms ; .but what are these atoms ; and whence came they 1 
It will be as diffipult to account philosophically, for the causeless 
existence of an atom, as for thatot a sun ; and how, or whence arose ^ 
so many. These men 'are afraid to view the universe as a whole; 
coming from God, because its stupendouis variety, with overpower<t 
ing evidence, condemns their folly and impiety : therefore^ to-, avoid 
accounting for one uoiverse^ they rush into millions of atoms, each 
one of which, thus considered, only multiplies the difliculty. And 
how shall we account for ^e concourse of these atoms ; or how came 
thev to move and coalesce ? Considered as matter, they must have 
had an origin, unless it be declared that matter is eternal, — which is 
only a sulky and awkward evasion of the truth, while the vanquished^ 
opposer calls, that matter> which we C4II God. . . :> 

Vol. I.— JNo. 3. . M . 
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, Again. As matter in mo^on, they mnst Kav/e had some extental 
force impressed upon them ; unless it'be.said that motion is essential 
to. matter, which even the Atheist does not assert : or if he did, every 
lump or log in creation, might correct his mistake. How then shall 
we account for the appearance of atoms at all ; or for their con- 
fluence into one solid and harmonious mass of suns, rivers, oceans, 
and flowers ; the depths of forest shade, or the vast fields of light i 
And it is very ridiculous even supposing them to exist without 
a maker, and to move without a stimulus, to imagine them making 
pp a. constellation of worlds fall of plau, without an Architect: as 
embodying the varied temple of wisdom, in all its natural compart- 
mcntMf without the influenee of a mind to inspire such a coalition ! 
If atoms migbl form a world, why not a temple or portico, as Cicero 
i^Biarks ; and which would be works far less complicated and difli*' 
cute. To which we may add, that this creed would be very accep- 
jkaMe to an Atheistic traveller: — for why might not his favorite 
lAtoms form for him, on his invocation, a palace or conch, or a ban- 
4uet opportunely in the midst of the Siberean, or American wilder- 
liess. If atoms could thus (brtuitously form worlds, why might f not 
expect that innumerable types thrown on the ground, might fortuit- 
ously form an Oration, a Cdde of Laws, or an Iliad ? yet this has not 
J^^ppened. If atpms can tliu9 move without propulsion, and think 
, without the mental principle, w^y may we not expect some day in 
^€ oeighborhood of a Printing Olfice, to be whelmed in a shower of 
lyjpes, spontaneously flying out of the windows, and to see them 
arranging themselves on the ground fortuitously^ into Poems whtck 
ai^y surpass my Lord Byron, and hnto Laws more lucid even than the 
<lbode-Napoleon ! 

The absurdity of matter without an origin, moving without stimu^ 
Itts, and forming a world without a planning principle, not to say coo-^ 
linuing it ever fresh and green, amid the revolution of centuries, with- 
out an uUwasted Omnipotence, is so very palpable, that no one can 
urge it without arraying matter with the attributes of Deity. 

Again. We might also ask, how could the creatures direct them- 
selves to their proper and multifa,rious ends ? especially when many 
of them are devoid of reason : and even in rational beings, not to 
omit man himself, there are many operations which proceed without 
the intervention of the creature-mind : as the growth and decline of 
tiie body ; digestion ; th^ secretions ; the recurrence and exhaustion 
of the animal spirits, &c. So that when we are asleep, yet these 
iparvellous phenomena are perpetuated : the blood, without our com- 
mand, continues to circulate, and the heaving bosom still inhales and 
expires the vital air. 

All nations have united in this sentiment, that there must be a 
First cause, intelligent, omnipotent, eternal : and some, in the lack 
of knowledge, have stooped to absurd and even idolatrous represen- 
tations of Deity, rather than have no God. 

Unhappy is the mian, who would walk up and down in a fatherless 
and foi^ptaken world I Surely the very birds among the branches with 
cheerful carolings, miglvt be supposed to censure such a philosophy ; 
and the trees of the forest clapping their hands, would stun the in- 
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•upicious railer ; or the loud roUidg of th^ sea overwhelm the un- 
happy voice, wbich would dare deny a God ! Does> not the general 
lucense of surrounding nature, ascend as a " reasonable service'' to 
the Maker of all? And is not he a strange anpmale in'the field of 
wonders, who, more wondrous than all else» though assailed by evi- 
dence at every sense, is contented in imaginatioiK to lower the majesty 
of a boundless creation, into the dim and shadowy nothinguoss of 4 
trifle, which arose without an Author, worthy of that name ; which !• 
too trivial to need support; and which will eventually pays away 
without leaving even a chasm in the place which it once ocjcupied I 

We argue the being of a God likewise from the power of coor 
science, which pursues the murderer through pathless wilds; or 
which rather accompanies him in his flight, a part of himself; en- 
throned in his breast, and never fully deposed, terrific conscience 
holds her inexorable court: or if occasionally overpowered, as tb^ 
voice of wisdom lost in the whirlwind, yet she soon resumes her 
authority, and speaks at intervals in a language all her own, Oh 
conscieuce ! thou dreaded tormentor of guilt ! surely it is the horror 
of thy lash, that drives ungodly men to wish there were no God : for 
fall faithfully hast thou testified in all ages, the futurition of supernal 
retribution. And monarchs on their thrones, who have imagined 
divine honors to themselves, have trembled at thy voice, when every 
oth^ admonition was repelled by circling courtiers, by tlie drape^ 
of royal residence, by the glare of pleasures, or whelmed in the fi.eltt 
of battle, by the shock of arms. But there are moments when coa* 
science will speak, and its message is one and only one, finely given! 
On the sacred page ; " Know> that for all this, God will brio^^.thee 
into judgment." 

Why all these fears if there be no God ? On what principle do we 
erect the great, white throne, and imagine the awful assessor ( Have 
we actually forded the gulph ; or have disembodied spirits come 
back again to divulge the proceedings of the distant court 7 Have 
we heard the heralds 1 Have we seen the Judge? Have we marked 
the verdict, or measured the region of despair 1 Have mortal foot* 
' steps passed the avenues of Judgment's Hall, and by the light of 

Senal fires, have we written down the items? and has some pen 
ipped in the infernal lake, recorded all these particulars, whiqh 
conscience, utterly unassisted by Scripture, has at least epitomized,, 
and foretold in everv age ? — Full many a mortal has witnessed all 
this ; — but no one has returned to tell in the ear of affrigh,ted iiMr. 
piety, the incommuoicable tale* If then, conscience anticipate^, the 
whole, which it does, that a state of rewards and punishmeata will 
follow after death, and that ** God is not moaked," it is ^uite. eyi^ 
dent that God himself must have written this law in the hearts of 
heathen^, their own thoughts accusing, or else excusing one. (moibert 
. The sentiment of the Atheist is hostile to morality. Has it ao( 
appeared in all ages, that passion has often overpowered reason ? . iif 
criminal passion be dangerous, and ought to be curbed, we ask, what 
shall restrain the man of pleasure or of violence, wheii reason is ^p* 
teinned, and human laws evaded, if it be not the apprehension o( aa 
dl-seeing and avenging God ! 
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To the Editor of the Spiritual Magazine. 
SIR, 

It is to be lamented; that th« periodical publications of the present 
day are so destitute of real and honest Calvinism ; in some of them 
that system of gospel trath is ao defaced with the cement of/it/«e can- 
dor, that scarcely A trabe of its glory can be aeen. In others we may 
■ee the systein in ruin9, and a few fragments left^ which prove that it 
was once a goodly edifice ; hot among these fragments there {s such 
a profusion of the deadly night-shade, as is sufficient to poison a 
world. Think theii Sir, with what pleasure I read the Prospectus of 
your Magazine, greatly desiring to see one embracing the whole' 
circle of divine truth : without corrupting its doctrine, neglecting, or 
legalizing its prebepts, as remote fr6m real Arminianism, asfrom real 
Antinomianisii^. Some pieces in your numbers, delighted me macb,- 
but some staggered tae ; and I almost despaired of the object of my 
desire. The subject which has more particultfily wounded my feeU 
ings, is that on Reconciliation, by your Correspondent ./ofe^iA: a 
piece in my apprehension calculated to do the greatest injury to the 
souls of men ; and which pours contempt upon a doctrine without which 
tile whole system of truth is defaced. I trust Mr. Editor,*- that your' 
impartiality will permit t^e following remarks to appear in a corner 
of your next number. If they should meet the eye of Joseph, I beseech 
him to reconisider the subject, as for myself my heai^t recoils at the 
sentiments he has advanced as a species of Socinianism, not generally 
known : he says ; 

'* Reconcfied God; SUch an epithet is not authorized in the word* 
of God ; but plainly repugnant to the whole tenor of revelation : for 
if Jehovah be at dny time reconciled to hib people, then there must 
be a time in whiy;h he Was irreconciled, and consequently, a change 
must have taken place, in his mind/' " He never was irreconciled 
to their persons. He never will be reconciled to their sins. Their 
persons were as d'eaV and precious to him in their unregenerate state, 
yea, before he m^de the world, as they are in- their highest attain- 
ments in spiritual life, or ever will be in his imfmediate presence. 
No longer, my Brother approach Jehovah as a reconciled God, but 
go to him in his glorious Covenant Character, as the unchanging 
God of IsraeL'' 

Are we not Mr. £ditor, to re^atd th^ righteousness of Jehovah's 
moral perfections and government ^s well as his Co^-enant Character 
towards his people t or are we to doObt the one at the expence of 
the other ? fo it not the glory of his Covenant Character that pro- 
visions are made iii that Covenant for the glory of his moral perfec- 
tions? Has not Jehovah as a moral Governor been justly provoked 
by the sins of his designated people, and are they not deserving of 
wrath even as t>(heirs? Did not justice demand satisfaction 1 
6ould Jehovah be unchangeable in his beitig and perfections, in 
sftving them without tfaait satisfoction ? And is not the Lord Jesus 
Christ the Meldlktd^r of the new Cdvenant, who by his life, suffering, 
aiid death, gave perfect satisfaction to every divine perfection : and 
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thus made reconcilwiionfor iniquity ? Dan. iXi d4 ; and peace by the. 
blood of his cross ? Col. i. 20. Who put him to grief? Was it not 
his father*s frown that pierced his soul while justice struck the tre-* 
mencjous blow? These questions are presented to the consideration 
of Joseph. 

Th^ Writer of this> believes with as confident a faith, as your 
Correspondent, the immutability, unchangeableness, and eternity of 
Jehovah's love to his people, and that there can be no change iu the 
divine mind ; but there is nothing in either the term reconciled God, 
or the truth meant by it, contrary to these things. Jehovah has no 
passions, but he has perfections, which in their nature stand opposed 
to. the salvation of sinners ; and the greatest proof we can possibly 
have of the eternity of God's love to his people, is the provision he 
has made to satisfy these perfections, and open a just way for every 
Covenant blessing to be bestowed upon the objects of his love: 
though they h^ve sinned against him. Let the refined Socinians say 
what they may to me, it is an evident truth, that a holy, just, and 
faithful God, could not save the objects of his love, who had trans-* 
gressed his law, and insulted his perfections, without perfect satisfac- 
tion to his insulted attributes. The glorious doctrine of the atone- 
ment, was for the purpose of satisfaction ; and satisfaction effected, 
reconciliation : so that divine justice is perfectly reconciled to pardon, 
embrace, and save that man that believeth in Jesus. After all this 
I am told by your Correspondent, ** Not to approach Jehovah as a 
reconciled God! but to go to him in his glorious Covenant Character^ 
as the unchanging God of Israel.^' Was such an exhortation ever 
found in any language, or addressed to any people under heaven 
bcsfore? What are all his lovely Characters as the Covenant and un- 
changing God of Israel, unless I can approach him as my reconciled 
God in the atoning blood of his dear Son ? I am a guilty sinner. 
God is just. His throne is established in righteousness. How 
then can I come before the Lord, or bow before the high God ? Thou- 
sands of rams, ten thousand rivers of rich oil ; yea, my first-born, 
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul, would not make peace. 
I^uch a price would fall infinitely short of that demanded, to make, 
reconciliation. But eternal thanks be to the Covenant unchanging, 
and eternal God of Israel, that he in his glorious plan of safvation, 
ordained that it should be effected by the Surety, Substitute, and 
Savior of his people ; and he accomplished the work, and offered 
himself a sacrifice .to God, for a sweet smelling savor: and now he 
says to every believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, I am pacified towards^ 
thee. 

Is there no reason to suspect, that Joseph is some crafty Socinian % 
who wishes to show how united they are in their creed, in denying. 
reconciliation by the blood of Christ, with those persons who leap, 
over the moral government of Jehovah, to the counsels of eternity, 
without regarding the offence given by sin, nor the reconciliation 
made to God iox it. • • • the one denies a reconciled God, by the death 
of Christ, because he ^ays, the Creator was always reconciled \jo bis 
creature ; and that if the man does his best the Creator re^viren 
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lio more. The other denies a reconciled Ood, becaiisehe was afwif^^ t^- 
cancikdio his people : and say that there is no more required than for 
them to " approach hiui iti his Covenant Chat-actei* iLs th<^ unchanging^ 
God of Israel." Thus the one and the other agree ; the first, b; 
making the relation of God as a Creator, the latter by making his 
Covenant Character to his people, to supersede the necessity of re- 
conciliation to God, for iniquity, by the blood of Christ. 

What can a sinner do, who has no knowledge of the Covenant Cha« 
racter of Jehovah, when alarmed by the convincing operation of the 
Holy Spirit, of the evil of sin, the holiness, justice, and wrath of 
God, and the curse which he has deserved ? The Sociniati will 
send him to the mercy ot his Creator ; and Joseph will send him, to 
the Covenant Character of Jehovah ; here is no atonement, no reedn* 
eiliation fur his iniquities! How can the guilty sinner hope in such 
a case ? he cannot indeed, his hope if he has any, must springs from 
pride, or presumption. 1 must say, it would be an act of the most 
daring; presumption, to approach Jehovah, without approaching hiin 
A a reconciled God, through the death of his dear Son. But let the 
poor convicted, condemned, and perishing sinner, be directed to the 
JLamb of God, who made reconciliation for hfs iniquity ; and through 
him, to Jehovah, as a reconciled God, who received in the sacrifice of 
his dear Son, perfect satisfaction for all the insults offered, by sin to 
his divine and moral perfections ; and let him be informed, that he 
has the veracity of a faithful God, to encourage him to hope for par- 
don, peace, and eternal life ; he theti has Christ, revealed to him by 
the Holy Ghost, he rejoices*tn a reconciled Ood, in the God of peace, 
his eye fixed on the sprinkling blood of Jesus : having entrance 
to the holiest of all, then indeed without presumption, can he 
*' approach Jehovah in all his frlorious Covenant Characters, as the 
unchanging God of Israel, without variableness, or the shadow of 
turning." Whatever Covenant Character Jehovah sustains, his being 
reconciled to me a sinner, stamps a glorious lustre upon, them all. 
Reconciliation by the death of Christ, was not a reconciliation of the 
mind of God, but of his perfections ; and there was a time in which 
these perfections were not actually satisfied, only as they rested in 
the fidelity of the great reconciler. 

This is the greatest proof of the unchangeableness and immutabi- 
lity of the divine will. God*s love to his people, his determination to 
save them, this hatred to sin, and his purpose, not to pardon it with- 
otit satisfaction, are all unchangeable. This satisfaction, the eternity 
of his law, justice, and faithfulness, demanded from eternity, he 
appointed his own Son to be the Mediator, and the office of a Me- 
diator, is to reconcile: to make peace : this he did by the blood of his 
cross; and it is in his Mediatorial capacity he sends' the Holy Ghost 
to conquer the enmity of the heart in all the objects of his love. 
' I perfectly agree with Joseph, in his description of thai reeancilia' 
Hon which is effected in the hearts of the Lord's people; his remarks 
are strictly just ; but this is by the powerful o)>eration of the Holy 
Ghost, revealing to the soul, the efficacy of the death of Christ. 
Surely Joseph will not say, that the hieartk of QfnA'a people w^ere 
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m^mttif reconciled to the plaq of his love and P)ercy, or to the di|k 
peosation of bis providence aad grace, when Christ died on the crosf^ 
or that we are actiially at p^ace with God befo.re we believe in the 
JUprd Jesus Chri9ty this certainly would be contrary to the wbplr 
^CQor of revelation. 

Joseph explains what he means, by the term reconciled G^A iv 
exposing properly the self-righteous in attempting to compromise 
matters with God, and doing their best to satisfy law and justice^ 
expecting hi|n to di^pen3e with the full demand', and accept of, and 
yield to their supposed obedience, " this (he says) would indeed 
4iE, TO RECONCILE GoD.'' and did not the Lord Jesus Christ accord- 
ing to divine appointment, satisfy law and justice ? and did not Jeho^ 
vah accept the sacrifice as the full demand of both ? and zs NOT 
THIS INDEED.TO RECONCILE GoD ? And will Joseph continue to 
assert, that by this " the glory of God is tarnished, and his existence 
annihilated V- What must we say of such men of God, as Dr. Good- 
win^ Dr. Twisi, Chamockf IVitsius, Whitfield, Toplady, Romaine, 
and a goodly host besides, who gloried in the term and significatioil 
of a reconciled God? . Shall we be persuaded by your Correspondent, 
that they gloried in, and proclaimed a doctrine *' not authorized in 
the word of God, and plainly repugnant to the whole tenor of revela- 
tion V* Is it not great temerity in a joung beginner, who for the 
" first time has taken up his {)en for any periodical work," thus to 
brand a most distinguishing doctrine, and the sentiments of those 
heavenly men, 1 sincerely hope, his letter may not do that injury to 
your publication, or to the, souls of men, which according to ray 
apprehension it is calculated to effect. May you Sir, have great 
grace, and discernment, in conducting a publication which has pro- 
luised so much for the promotion of Gospel truth. 

I have the pleasure to subscribe myself^ 
Your^s in the truth, 
London, June 18/A, 1824. A REAL CALVINTST. 



<^»»^»»#*^^^o» 



GODLINESS, A VERY GAINFUL TRADE. 

A Merchant that drives a rich trade, will by a bargain in one 
morning,^ get an hundred pouiids qt more ; whereas man} o.t^er poor 
people are fain to work hard to gett a shilling, or eighteenpence a day : 
now every one would fain be of the'gfafntn^ side. It is the common 
voice of naturj^, who will skew us any good? Ho^ shall welcome to 
he richf - O prize the trade oj godliness then, therein is great gaist 
to be had: as for the works of morality and common grace, they are 
like the trade of the poor laboring man, that earn some small matter, 
thai works hard, and gets only some outward blessings from God ; 
\f»U gQdliness, is fuU merchant's trade, that brings in hundreds and 
thousands at a clop: and such a trade God would have .us set our 
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hearttf upon, to look nfte'r great and glorious things ; as Cle&pair0, the 
Egyptian Princess said to Mark Antony, it was not for btm XoJUh 
fer gudgeons, but /or tQwns, forts, and cosths ; so it is not for tli<>ae 
who are acquainied with the ways of godliness, to he trading for 
poor things, for temporal, transitory trtuh ; hut for eternal life, glofy 
and immortality* 



SATAN SUITING HIMSELF TO ALL HUMOURS. 

It is ohservahle> that a huntsman or forester, goeth usually in grefn, 
suitahle to the haves of the trees, and to the grass of the forest, so 
that by this means, the most observant in all the herd, never so much 
as distrusteth him, till the arrow stick in his ^ides. 4°^ ^^v ^^ 
devil shapes himself to the fashions of all m^ii. If he meet with a 
proud man, or a prodigal man, then he make^ himself ^flatterer ; if 
a covetous man, then be conies with a reward in his hflnd. He hath 
an apple for Eve, a grape for ^ah, a change of raiment for Gehazi, 
a bag for Judas, He. can dish out hi^ meat for all palates, he hath 
a last to fit every shoe, he hath something to please all conditions, to 
mil with all dispositions whatsoever. 



THB OBSTINATE SINNER DESERVING ETERNITY OF PUNISH- 
MENT, AND WHV $o1 

Two men playing at Tables l>y an li^ch of candle in the night time, 
and being very earnest in their 'game, the candle goeth out. and they 
perforce give over, who (i^odo.upt) if the light had lasted^ would have 
played all night very willingly. This inch of candle is the time of 
life, allotted to a wicked man, who is resolved to spend it all in sinful 
pleasures and pastimes ; and. if it would last perpetually, he would 
never leave his play : and therefore, since he would sin eternally, 
(though by reason the light of his life goeth out, he cannot) he de- 
serveth eternal punishment. 

FRAGMENT. 

Christ, vvithx)ut any demerit of his, suffered our punishment, that 
we, without any merit of our own, might obtam his grace. 



GosPXL Tract Socibtt. It is witfi grett satlsftction we ha^ to Minovnce the fonnatioa of 
two more Aaziliaiies to tfaii Society : one «t Brigiitoii, on the 9ird of June, and the other at 
Lewes, on ttie Mth. 

Cambeewbll-Grove Chapbl Annitbrsart, wiU be held by divine permission, on taea- 
day the Mth inst. when the BeT. John Bees, the Ber. Joseph Icons, and the Bev. Heary Heap 
are engaged to preach. 
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Sixteen Lectures on the Influences of the Holy Spirit, by Thomas 
Mortimer, M. A. 8vo. price 10*. 6rf. bds.— Seeley. 

On a cursory view of these Lectures, we should say that though 
full of excellent truths, yet the mode in which they are brought 
forward does not suit us. The Author continually puts those things 
for causes or inducements of divine blessing, which we consider as 
the consequences of it ; and is evidently not acquainted extensively 
with the deep things of God : yet is the work elaborate, affectionate, 
pious, and highly pleasing. It would give us pain to say any thing 
detractory of it, any further than we profess to address those who 
know the Lord, and most of whom are not mere sciolists in divine 
things: — we are bound (as not to misrepresent an Author so) not to 
mislead our Readers. This work is full of information to those who 
know little, but will be found very deficient to those who know much. 
We call the work milk for babes : the Author stands on the Rock of 
Ages, and as far as he knows, boldly and in a most interesting man- 
ner, contends for the truth as it is in Jesus. Let it be remembered 
that great men were not at first what they became afterwards, and 
we wish the Church of England many more such sons as Mr. 
Mortimer. When we say milk for babes, we do not mean to intimate 
that there is the slightest deficiency of talent, either natural or ac- 
quired ; though certainly the style is neat, rather than elegant, much 
less elevated ; and mild, rather than fiery and vigorous : but we 
mean that in a spiritual sense, it is a course of lessons on the first 
principles of general truth ; and would take the same rank in our 
Churches, as the Primers in the schools. 

The Author considers the Divinity, Personality, and Operations 
of the Holy Spirit. The first Lecture which is introductory, urges 
most solemnly upon the Churches at large, an increased attention to 
this momentous subject. Having mentioned the Ephesian Church, 
the Author remarks that prior to a certain visit, 

^ These Ephesian Disciples were uninformed as to the descent of the Holy Ghost 
npon the Church, in his miraculous powers and sanctifying grace. They knew 
not of the elorions event, which we this day commemorate. And, until thus 
interrogatea and instructed by tiie Apostie, at what a low ebb was their Chris- 
tianity ! No knowledge of that Spirit, which ** helpeth our infirmities ;" which 
*' maketh intercession tor the aaints, according to the will of Ood ;" which teach- 
eth us what to pray for as we ought ; which begins-, carries on, and perfects, the 
work of religion in the human heart; and without whose grace man isvondone 
for ever. 

But let us turn from the men of Ephesus, and direct our attention liearer 
home. Alas ! how great is the ignorance which prevails on this subject, even in 
oar own happy country, where the light of Revelation shines with meridian 
splendor ! How many, who, although they have heard tlie name of this Sacred 
Personage, have never acknowledged his Divinity ; and are as unaquainted with 
his character and offices, as the untutored Indian, or savage New-Zealanderl 
Not that they are ignorant of the properties or elegances of life ; or insensible 
to the charms of literature or the accomplishments of education. Ignorance or. 
insensibility on these points they would depreciate as a defect and disgrace ; and. 
yet.it is esteemed no deficiency to be unacquainted with the Sacred Scriptures ; 
snd no reflection upon their moral character, that they " have not the Spirit/' 
and consequently, are living *< without Ood in the world." page 10, 11. 

Vol. 1— No. 3, N 
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The Author tells us, that to admit the Holy Spirit aright, we must 
rfreive him, I. with docile meekness, as^ d:c, 2. Id childlike siiit- 
pliiity, &c. 3. with unfeigaed suhaiission to b«s Uws» &p, It^eeins 
to us, that in all these cases, the medium or mode, is put for the^ 
•ffect of the Spirit's entrance. 

iiccture II. comnenees «rith-Uie firilQwing passage; 

<«^ It it-ooe pecntfar featara «f tlie OfaiuHiaii dvpenutian, lliat -mbSlA U urapa- 
MfMr^mo^t exalte hlcfBlngii t^ mm^ whifsh at areasoaable heiog he is capa- 
bly of enioyuig; and discovera tlie mast facred myttteries— mvsteriey of 
uieri:y and grace, which even angeUc intelUaencea '^ desire to look Into :*'— yet 
U ever addresses faim as incapable, tfaroagh his own goodnesa, of meriting tboie 
Messings ; and insnfioient, thmn^ 4iis own unassisted mental exertions, to ceoi- 
{irehend those mysterief. Ai^d, however hnpbUng ^o the pride of man f nch a 
statement may be, it stands, nevertheless, written as with a sun-beam in ^he page 
of Revelation: *» Not by power, n^r by might, bat by my Spirit, saith the Lord 
^f^ Hosts/' page 26. 

We admire the Wrket's design when ha exhorts ns to expect en- 
-hirgement of heart in o«Hr approaches to a throne of grace ; but we 
startle when he says, page 38. ** we never need want the spirit of 
prayer.*' Ifi page 411, we are thus oaHed to holy vigilance ; 

^ If lite €0nsid8ratfon,4hat Ood dweHs 4a the lieavte of Us poople, be fidl of 
«o«ilort, H i» •ko fraught ^Uh unportantceasequenecs, and serioas ablMatioas! 
It becomes ns not only to pr9y> hot to watch* agreeably to the command of oar 
Blessed Master : *< What I say anto you I say unto all, A^atch." How readily 
la the doctrine admitted into the head— how little is it pondered in the 
heart, and praetAsed hi the lite ! Cbristiaos may here learn a lesson IWna Jewish 
l^riesti) and even from Vestal Yii^^ns* Qb i how necessary to keep attve the 
fire on the altar of this temple !— not only to prevent ijLs beinc extinguished, bnf 
to keep it baroing, burning brightly too, and towering towardthat heaven from 
whence it first descended, and toward Dim who came down from heaven, to 
khidle it in the hearts of bis people." page 49, 4S. 

. The foliowwg remark is estcelknt ; 

<* Alas! how often have '' the cares of this world; and the deceitfVdness of 
riohes, and the huts of other things,'' entering into the heart, atcpped its teniple 
w<^rftibip, driven all holy affections not of the soul, and even caused tha Divine 
liihahitttat to depart I There has been |he altar withant the sacri€ce; the tem«- 
ple vrithoat the Deity. And let any one look into the stata of many professors 
of religion^ and say whether the spirit of the wi^id be not eating oat the vitals of 
the Church ; not by persecution, but by allurement, making the Church so much 
Uke the world, and the followers of Christ so mach confirmed to ^ the maxims 
af maiL" Oh, then, stand we on oar guard against a worldly spirit remem- 
bering that '<all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, 
and Aiefirlde of Ufe,ifr nooftihe ('ather, huVis of 4ihe worlds" paga48« 

In Lecture IIT. the Sptrit*s work in eonvincing of sin^ rigliteous^ 
oess and judgment, is well stated, except that the Author confines 
lihe idea of *' judgment' too much to the last day; whereas it evi* 
ckntly refers chiefly to the casting down of Satan, and of the prin* 
cipte of depravity in the hearts of God*s children ; our Savior says,. 
*' Becau9C the prince of this world is jjudged.'* 

I«ec|ttra IV. ttaats gf ac^^cas to the Father tbrongh the Son^.by Iba 
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Holy Spirit*! drawing. See. We re^^et the totatl fMniseiett thfs4 far 
in the werk, of any full and proper, allusion to the Covenant of grave,* 
as a Covenant; neither does the Author appear to feel pleasure in 
i^garding the dodtrine 6f personal electing love : yet he is far front 
opposing it up to this point. He speaks boldly of the cbinis tO' 
adoration and gratitude of the most blessed Trinity. 

'^Tbe fitemal Trinffy is to be glorified in the ^reat work of mauV salvation. 
What €M, then, hath Joined together, let not Man put asunder. Let each of' 
I^Oietloiur Persons hi the Divine Essence be honored." page 102. 

Lecture V. regards *' the Holy Spirit as opposed to the spirit ctf 
ike world; and as uafokling the riches of the divine benevolene^.'' 

This last expression, " the Divine Benevolence/^ sounds oddly to 
US ; we are not afraid to use tlie terms^ everlasting love, distinguish-, 
ing grace, &c. 

When describing the jovs of the believer (under the SpiriVs 
anointing operation,) calmed in trouble, and illumined when occasion- 
ally melancholy and dark,^ but now going on his way rejoicing^^ — the 
Author excellently adds ; 

'^ Bat,' would any conclude ttiat such feetings are natural to htm, let themseei 
htm when he is destitute of these heavenly censofafions. How many bis fears 
%ew d«rk his prespeets^ how d^ected his spirits, faow weak his faith ! He siiiKs 
<town into the dust. Efery thing is a hnroen nd a cauie of sorrow; and iie 
ieeb that be ^ cannot so much at thinh a good thought 0S hmw^.'' Bat even 
then, the language of his heart is, *' Though he slay me, y^ will I trustinhim l" 
His very afflietions teach lilm some most salutary lessons ; and at* leugth ttis 
light of Oo#s eoutttenance is lifted up upon him, nd, i/Tith singing, he goes on 
hih way, travsUing U Zioa." p«ge 130, UT* 

the remaining Lectures regard Prayer, Spiritual Consolatio»i 
Fr6mises, the Carnal mind mortified. Depravity in the innner man, 
Hopes, the Divine Image, Sealing the Christian unto the dav of B«r 
demption, &c. Sic. The Spirit's office in these immediate relations is 
stated. 

If it be lawful to say so, we would hint that there is too muck 
Scriptnie in these Lectures : we do not expect when we buy a Course 
of Sermons, to find we have little else in them than a Concordance. 
Neither indeed is this the case here ; yet almost every passage is so 
full of texts — the whole of which texts are not necessary to the 
argument, that the attention is broken, and consequently the 
work rendered comparatively heavy : for we will boldly assert, that 
an^ work on Scripture has too much of texts in it, when it4ias more 
thanr is friendly to the interest and perspicuity of die discussion in 
hand. 

Ffir^be it fttMn «» to depreciate the quotation of Scripture : we coq- 
sidet thiil the riches of a Serolon, as far as regards its composicion, 
consist in lAte opportuneness and recnrrenee of texts, — welt adaptecF ; 
bnt tod masy, however pli^usly intended by the Compiler, weakest 
hk eiw» objeet,-^darkeii counsel by words, not without knowledge, 
httt iatrodmoMl' j«st then without cause. Bven ^he sun hfimself would 
b« oat eiplattt if he sbonef upon us in the midiiigbt hour. 
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Throughout the work, the Author eulogizes the blessed Spirit, 
and extols the sacred word of God. 

** VT ithout the Spirit's assistance, we are unable to contemplate this Blessed 
Object Behold &e world around you. The things of time make the deepest 
impression upon the minds of men. Its perishable riches, pomps and vanities, 
appear to have every attraction for the human heart. How many, who are feelingly 
alive to the beaaties of Nature, to the refinements of Literature, and to the dis- 
coveries of Science, have yet no desire to conteroplale the grandest of all sub- 
jects, even the Gloiy of Christ, as displayed in the " word of the truth of the 
Gospel!'' Oh, muerable infatuation of deluded men! admiring the works of 
Ood, but neglecting his word ! extolling the wonders of Creation, but mute as 
deatii, and cold as marble, upon the glories of Redemption, '* even the unsearch- 
able riches of Christ;" *' which none of the princes of this world knew; for, 
had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of Glory.'' page 367. 

In illustration of our last remark, we note that this fine passage 
would be still better if it ended at the word redemption ; for the sub- 
sequent pieces of text are wholly superfluous, however in themselves 
afifecting and precious. 

The Return of Prayers, a Treatise, Sfc, by Thomas Goodwin, D. D. 

The name of Goodwin would, with the judicious and highly spiri- 
tual enquirer, recommend any work : though there are many in the 
present day, who, professing to be great readers, and keen judges of 
what is excellent, scruple not to censure this Author, whose depth 
and originality is in fact beyond their compass, and whose glorious 
statements of invaluable doctrine, are far too elevated and warm for 
the grovelling and earth-born axioms of a temporizing theology. He 
takes every view of the subject which a fertile and pious soul couki 
either sug^rest or require. Tidings of peace are annexed for dis- 
tressed consciences, uom the words Psalm Ixxxv. 8. God will speak 
peace unto his people, and to his saints, &c. Many cautions are 
added against relapsing into folly : — the whole is full of comfort and 
instruction. Happy is the man, who, having enjoyed the sweetness 
of prayer, is aware of Satan's devices, and would gladly be stirred up 
by way of remembrance ; knowing th&t freedom and importunity in 
prayer, involve whatever is glowing in consolation, and invulnerable 
for security. Let the man of God continue instant in prayer ; this 
will be his best safeguard from folly ; — he who falls from his knees 
cannot fall far. 

A Letter to Mr, Joseph Cottle, in which his " Strictures arp Ex' 
amined, Sfc. Sfc. by Thomas Reed. — London, 1824, Is. Paris. 
(Concluded from page 62.) 

It is much to be regretted that no one competent to enter the lists 
has openly and fairly attacked Dr. Hawker on the points of dif- 
ference between him and the professed Calvinists : Mr. Cottle seems 
so much out of his element, wh^n treating of theology, that we 
wonder any one should answer him seriously. The truth is, that a 
peculiar unction attends the writings and the preaching of the 
Author of the Morning and Evening Portion^, and even those of the 
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pioiA, who form exceptions at they know not what, are so staggered 
\^y the excellence of the whole, that they care not to take up the 
pen. Others with a name to live while they are dead, are opposed 
to him only in proportion to his elevation in point of zeal, usefulness, 
and orthodoxy, above other ministers of the present day. Mr. Reed 
argues for the holy tendency of divine truth, and fearlessly challen- 
ges the proof of sundry presumptuous assertions. 

Were not the subject too grave for pleasantry, we should say that 
it is truly amusing to see how writers of this class, attacking the 
Gospel of Christ, do in the very same tirade as that in which 
they vilify Calvinism, and dishonor the doctrines of our established 
Church. * 

^ Permit me once again to remark, before I leave this part of vonr charge 
against Dr. H. that it forcibly strikes my mind, that you are as much filled with 
^nmity to the doctrines of the Church of England, as you are to Dr. H. The 
jftirmer yon have not indeed expressed for good reasons, but I think it is as per- 
fectly apparent, from other parts of your book, as the latter. Some remarks 
10 your 18th page, suggest all tiiis to my mind. From thence I gather that tlie 
doctrine of God's election of his people in Christ, as set out in the 17th Article 
of the Church, offends you. That you may bring this most consoling doctrine 
to the family of God into ridicule and contempt, you say, '* Whatever the elect 
are, or do, or say, or think, operates as no impediment to their election, though 
they live like apostate spirits, they must sit down in the kii^dom of heaven.*' 
Thus you insinuate that those who receive, and heartily embrace the scriptaral, ^ 
and Church of England doctrine, of God*s sovereignty, are characters of the 
most abandoned description; and as yon know this to be untrue, it is certain 
you hate the persons of the elect, on account of the displeasure yon feel against 
what they believe." p. 11. 

How very easy is it by long- drawn inferences to arrive at any con- 
clusion, which may suit the prejudice of the moment. Mr. Cottle 
has made the notable discovery that Dr. Hawker*s sentiments tend 
to subvert the very basis of civil order. 

^ Sir! yon know, as well as I can tell you, this is false. Dr. H.'s sentiments 
do no such thing;— I am really erieved that you are so often making such un- 
true, and unjust declarations. Had Dr. Hawker been a traitor to the sovereign 
of the realm you could not have spoken more reproachfully of him than yon 
have. I demand of you, Sir, to shew me the place, the community, the family, 
where such effects have been produced, as the subversion of the* basis ofcivU 
order, by Dr. H.'s doctrines ? Until you do this, you will not be held guiltless 
of uttering a most cruel slander, against a peaceful and exemplary servant of 
^esns Christ, and a faitliful minister of the Church of England." p. 19. 

. Mr. Reed admonishes the Writer from the fate of Hananiah, who 
withstood Jeremiah : indeed we would not willingly be leagued with 
Alexander the Coppersmith, or with any other reviler who greatly 
withstands the worcls of those whom God the Spirit has condesceu- 
,<led peculiarly to honor. 

We could ourselves hardly believe that any man in his senses 
could have uttered the following calumny against Dr. Hawker, viz. 
that his primary design in preaching appears to be to interdict his 
followers from bewailing and forsaking their sins, as well as from 
aspiring after holiness. Mr. Reed notices this with peculiar severity ; 
but we refer to his Letter itself, which is truly interesting, and can 
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^y saj Uwt mcb language again*! a Diviae, whose zeal, taHi&w^ 
ii^eats^ audi asefuhMss are, ia tbe eye of an enligbtelied reaaov, a 
m^t briiiiaiit ornament to our estsblished Cdtf rcb, aagiirs fearf^y 
£oif the maa wha advanced it,— ami bardlr less porteatoaisly to ^o5e 
who reccfve it with any other feelings thsMi aatoni^neot, grief. Hod 
indignation : white it will follow if Mr. Cottle be right, t6at tte 
Holy Spirit is daily and weekly setting his most blesMd aaai to » 
dangerous heresy. 



Mount Ebal Levelled^ or Ademption from tht Cursr^ by Etkanah 
Wales, M. A.— London, 1823. 5«. 6rf. Offer. 

This book treats on the condition of sinners under the law ; — ^the 
nature of tbe curse; — Christ's being made a cinrse for va;— ^l)ie 
Messings and claims of redemption, &c. The style is pithy, and the 
whole fuH of excellent sense, and spiritual divinity. The Author 
does not spare heretics of any class ; speaking of Socinaa and hia 
doctrines, he recedes to an earlier period ; 

'^Tbis heresy was first hatched by Fefagitis, d^ont the time of Aagosthie. a&d' 
about 700 years after, revived by Abatlardfis, in the time of holy Bernard, {as it 
seems by his writing against him.) and now. of late, started again by Sociality 
with an advantage of more liveliness, as it is' nsaal with heresies, when they 
come to a second and third resutreetUn. For thus they deliver themselves mon 
particularly.'^ poge 107. 

We witt aot answer lor the following passage; 

^ Yea, there is a strange People ealled Quakers, lately sprang np, wfaidi have 
borrowed their abominable opinions, and wild practices mm otbes seels, and 
patched them up unhandsomely iilce a beggar's coat. Amon| other errors, they 
broach us this downvight Socinianism, that Christ in the flesh,, with all that he 
dHd, and suffered therein, was but a figure, and nothing but an example ; vrllereby 
both masters and scholars do with one blow destroy the satiafactioa and merit 
of Christ, and consequently the whole work of our redempHen. Let us abhor 
Ihis damnable doctrine." page lU. 

We love to see moral inferences drawn from spiritual privileges, 
aud clear Evangelical doctrines,'-'as in the following passage; 

**But we may well mourn over the desperate carelessness irf the greateat part 
«f parents and masters, which suffer those that are nnder them ta conlinae in 
that woeful plight, without looking after their recovery ; yea, give them leave 
in these licentious days to run up and down from one sect to another, and from 
one wickedness to another, and to make themselves still more vile, and yet do 
not restrain them ; as it is said of Eli, 1 Sam. iii. 18. And what shall we think of 
those parents that encourage th«r ehikiren to slnftl ways? they may swear, 
scorn at godliness, break the Lord's day^ profaaieliif worship, negteet, yea ttvatf- 
pie upon his ordinances, and they give \hem good leavo to do so, (saying) to tbeia, 
«s Rebecca said to her darling, Jacob, when she set him on to get the blessing, 
Upon me be thy curse, my son. While you carry thus towards ttem, I tell yoiu 
vou may bless them morning and evening! Ah cruel father, mother, master, 
;dame, you must one day am^wer for their sonls, and thttir Mood WiH be 
required at your hands. You say you love them, and would sea tkcaa do wf»% 
but I beseech you, love them better than thus, or you will one day wad and wrmg 
your hands, to see them irremediably miserable.*^ page 43* 

The whole work abountl's with spiritual beauties : the exhortations 
Mud directions are truly ptecions, aiid superior. 
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CHRIST, 

The name which i$ above every name. 

Christ to exalt, was faeaTen's eternal plan : — 
For Christ, Jehovah formed his creature man ; 
To Christ, Jehovah^ i^ave tbechoeen race ; 
On Cbria^ Jeh#vah all their sins did place ; 
In Christ, Jehovah's glory is secur'd; 
By Christ, Jehorah'* children are restored ; 
Throcoh Christ, Jehovah shews his sovereiga will ; 
WrrH Christ, Jehovah's Church shall ever dwell. 

Christ to exalt, the Holy Ghost displays, 
His sacred influence in the day of grace : — 
For Chant, the Holy Ohost the soul renews. 
And all its vileaess, wants, and weakness, shewa; 
To Christ, the Holy Ghost tiM ainner brings, 
And makes the rebel own, Tki» King 0/ Kings; 
On Christ, the Holy Spirit doth dispose. 
The feeUe saint te rest, whoe'er oppose; 
In Christ, the Holy Ohost makes mourners know^ 
That helpless souls have balm for ev*ry wo ; 
Bt Christ, the Holy Ghost this truth hath tavght,. 
Redemption's glorious work was fully wrought ; 
Through Christ, the Holy Ghost to sinners shews. 
All the rich treasure of God's covenant flows ; 
Wrni Christ, the Holy Ghost this truth makes plain,. 
The Church in glory Adl for ever reign. 

Around the Throne, both saints and angels fall,. 
Bkfokb Christ's feet, and** Crown him Lord of all i*^ 
Below, on earthy the diosen learn his worthy 
Beneath, in heil^ bold rebels feel his wrath $ 
BsrwEm the Church and justice, he was plac'd; 
Behind the back of God, the Church's sms he cast;. 
Beyond the Church's guilt, his merits rise ; 
From him, the Fountain, flow her rich supplies. 

Christ to extol, be my perpetual aim, 
His praise to publiAh, and to spread his &me : 
For Christ, my soul, mav all thy pow'rs engage. 
Though men oppose, ana furious devils rage; 
To Christ, my soul, with all thy sorrows come. 
Thy Balm, thy Bread, thy ReAige, and thy Home f 
On Christ, my soul, with aU tliy troubles rest. 
To eheer when fiuntiog, and support when 'pressed f 
By Christ, my soul, so God in love decreed. 
Thou art from J^ataa, guilt, and bosidage freed-; 
In Christ, ny soul, thy endless life is sore, 
Though'storms and darkness here, thou long endunr;. 
Through Christy my soul, tbine everlasting Friend,. 
Tfty painfiil jonmey shall triumphant end ; 
WrrH Christ, hi gloiy, thou shaft ever dwell. 
And sing the ptaUes of Emmannel. 

Rmt^aie^ May, lOthr 1824. E. G 



AN ODE, 
Written in a season of sore trial. 



Bepress'dmy inward spirit 1 
X know not where for help to flee ; 
Oh that my Saviour would return; 
And from this bondage set me free: 
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The heavens as brass above myhettd. 

Reject ray ferrent cry ; 
The earth aff rasty iron spread, 
Denies her wont supply, 

All creature help * 

From me is fled, 
In vain I seek for solid comfort here, 
llie universe to me is barren, void, and drean 

But ahf metbinks a distant sound, 
A small still voice salutes my ears ; 
A sovereii^n remedy I've found. 
King Jesus' precioua form appears : 
Hear the svreet accents of his voice, 

*^ Thou burden'd soul draw near, 
Be not dismayed but still rejoice, 

Thy jrreat Deliverer's here ; 
On me depend, 
I am thy friend, 
III never leave, but in the trying hour, 
I will defend thy cause by my Almighty power." T. K. H. 



A SATURDAY EVENING'S REFLECTION, 

WHILE THE CHURCH BELL WAS TOLLING. 

May 15th, 1824. 

See the deluded, thoughtless World, press on! — 
Spite of each warning voice — perpetual giv'n ; 
Eager they grasp at bubbles—e'en when gone — 
Fearless of hell — nor seek, nor care forjieav'n. 
nie'uuregen'rate Band unite to prove. 
Nature's unceasing hate of Sovereign Love. 

My Soulf to thee, what saith that mournful sound, — ' 
Dolefully reverbrating in mortal ears ? 
It speaks to all,— to thee, it points the ground 
Of all thy hopes, — the cure of all tliy tears. 
Oh ! blissful token, that 'ere long should be, 
^ Lost to this time-state, —blest eternally. 

But I would not, o*er*anxion8, long for home, 

WhQe, Glorious Leader ! thou art still my Guide; 

Thou wilt not leave him without Thee to roam ; 

Whom none on Earth, in Heav'n, he hath beside. 
Oh ! Jesus, Master ! may thy will be mine, 
Aa person, int'rests, — ^yea, my all are thine. 

Thou art, and e'er hast been, the faithful Lord ! 
Thy Grace — ^Th^self, are now my only atay ; 
I praise Thee, tor the treasures of thy word, — 
Thou art indeed— The Life— llie Truth— The Way. 

Lord! manifest Thy love — ^Thy grace make knowii — 

Teach me to live on Thee,fo Thee alone. 

As by thy powerful arm, I'm still secure ; 

As by thy favor daily I'm supplied ; 

Still may thy Covenant, — eternal — sure, 

Dispense its blessings, whatsoe'er betide : 
llien cleaving to thee, at the last shall I, 
In Jesus Hvingf so in Jesus die. W. 

Paris, Printer, 63, Paternoster Row, London; 
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tHE 



Spiritual Jtla{fazinei 

OR 

^ SAlNlrS TREAI^URT. 

^liereare Three that bearrecbrd in heaven^ the Father 
the Word, and the Holy Ghost, 1 John v. 7. 

Contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to th6 
mints, Ji^de 3. 

THE 

GREAT QUESTION ANSWERED, 

br^ the Grace of God invincible andr Irresistible. 

I^ourtrayed In the iriiracuJous Conversion of a poor hard hearted 
Jailor, taken from Acts xvi. 30, 31. 

*' Sirs, what must I do to be saved?", 
** 6elMe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved,'* 

MULTITUDES ar^ dropping into hell, without ever making the 
least enquiry^ where am I going, or what am I doing? Multitudes are 
making the enquiry, but alas, never, neVer obtain the much wished (6t 
answer. Multitu des make a flourishing profession, and entertain ani 
apparent happy persuasion that God and their souls are on good 
terras, or timt they have made their peace with him. But the sub- 
ject on whom this paper now treats of, may be ranked amongst those 
who are far from God by wicked works, and of whose conversion we 
should, according to our Tiew, think there was not the smallest 
chance ; and after such a conspicuous display of the sovereignty of 
Jehovah, in his choice of his own subjects, let none despair; for no 
one, according to human calculations, could be further off, or les^ 
liable to be put even in the way. But let none dare to presume, for 
he only out of a number of fellow mortals, standing on the sam^ 
dangerous prectpiee, was plucked as a brand from the pit of hell,— 
" Is not this a brand plucked from the tire/' 

The history of this man s conversion we have at large recorded in 
the i6th chapter of the Acts of the Apostles ; Paul an Apostle of 
ihe Lord Jesus Christ, and Silas, one Whom the Spirit qnalined to.be 
fellow laborer with Paul in the Lord's vineyard : by a viiftion that 
appeared unto Paul in the night, there stood a man of Macedonia 
and prayed him, saying. Come over into Macedonia and help utf*' 
'Here we see as in a glass, the finger of God pointing out, where his 
lost sheep were wandering on the mountains of error, where ihey had 
been scattered in the c4oudy and dark day ofnature^s ignoraoecf and uch 

Vol. I.— No, 4. O 
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belief. Paul and Silas directed tlieir steps to Phtlippi, a large and 
populous city ; ^aod the first trophy of divine and sovereign grace, 

E lucked^ ffDill out of Satan*s fold, was a person named Lydia, whose 
eart we 6re told' the Lord opened. In order to carry on the de- 
signs of a Covenant God, in the erection of his living temple, Satan 
M permitted to sound an alarm amongst his subjects^ and in his 
camp; and by .Paul silencing with divine power, a sorceress, or one 
who had to do with Satan's agency, her masters being robbed of 
their gains through her witchcraft, so^bn roused t-he public feeli^ig 
againat them, and they were, by God's determinate counsel, com- 
mitted as puMie disturbers into the jail at Phtlippi, and why ? be- 
cause one of the Lord's hidden ones was the head jailor, belonging to 
that prison; shewing us in striking colors, what certainty, and 
what efficacy, follows the divine counsels, in aH periods of time, and 
id all parts of his wide dominions. The conversion of a soul, is a 
miraculous work, is an instantaneous work, and is a permanent, un- 
alterable work, in which the happy subject is as passive, and as un- 
acquainted wiUi its reality, as an unborn child. So completely does 
God confine the whole glory of man's redemption to a Triune Jeho^ 
▼ah. Father^ Son, and Holy Ghost. 

In delineating the various steps'by which the Philippian jailor was 
fadicaUy and «ffectttally converted from Heathenism to Christianity ; 
from being a bitter enemy, to become a kind friend, to those very 
aervants of Jesus whohh ne had in day time severely scourged, and 
confined their feet in the stocks, in' order ifo doubt to increase their 
^odily[ pfiin. But oh ! the riches of sovereign mercy, that comes 
ov^r mountains of guilt, when the appomted season arrives. The 
$|[8t branch of this miraculous event, was the horrible approach of 

SV earthquake; (verse 26.) what marks the special vtsitation,^ is the 
me this judgment arrived: the two persons who were to be his in- 
terpretersy were safely lodged within the same building, and ready to 
2uM the divine counsels, whenever made known to them. 
, The iiekt particular is, that it should in silent watches of the night, 
wbeii its suprise and alarm must be more tremendous, agreeable to 
i>iir Lord's warning in Matthew xxiv. 44. 

' lilie next particularity is, the effects produced, and the power dis- 
play e<) on those whose souk experienced benefits at all; ** and im- 
mediately all the doors were opened,' and every man's bands were 
lops'ed/' Why did they not all take their flight, and leave their 
gloomy abodes in the prison walls? Answer they could not; they 
were under the same restraining power, that Satan and all his subjects 
are. The first idea that stiuck the jailor was, he should have an 
•eppty bouse, and a forfeited life^ verse 27^ But when he found such 
jiavincible power overruling so forcibly the operations of nature, he 
j^ills like a dead man, beneath that power which might have sent 
^im to heB without a warning, verses 29, 80. Then he called for a 
light, and sprang in, and came trembling, and fell down befove Paul 
anCSilas, and brought them out and said, Sirs, what shall I do to be 
'sijvad. The greatest of all questions is here, wtthoitt a moment's 
'picei^aration or consultation, extracted from him. The turniog point 
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on which this and many similar assertioos are to be founds ia the. 
period when it is made. It was undoubtedly after the Spirit, who, 
employing the eoavi|lsions of nature* to picture the storms of wrath 
(thatconcience w(¥ild pass, when brought to s^e the damnable nature 
vof sin, — It was after his conscience had been roused, and the Hdty 
^Spirit had darted a ray of hope into his deeply wounded spirit, that 
Jbe came to the Lord's messengers, who now no doubt saw, why and 
wherefore they were cast into the prison ^t PhUiDpi. Secondly, 
'When he. says, what must f do, he does not mean tor a monaent to 
anticipate that so vile a character as he now saw himself to be* that 
any thing he could perform would be accepted ; he simply' appUeji 
by a divine agency directing him, to Paul and Silas for their furtbe^ 
instruction in this great work, which he felt was commenced JQ h|^ 
hearty (verse 31;) and they said unto bim, ^' Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thoushalt be saved." 

In this short but comprehensive answer, .we trac.e in miniature, the 
substance and the essence of the Gospel ; first, it is a fundamental 
doctrine laid down in the Gospel, that man is ruined body and soul 
^j the Mk, on the entrance of sin into inif world ; and so deplorable 
is bis condirion, that he can no more help himself, nmcb less choosie 
the way of salvation as his decided remedy, than a dead man can 
.perform the offices of life. (Jerem. xiii. 23. — 2 Ephes, 1.) AndinUie 
aarrative now hefore us, this is most conspicuous indeed.. The Jailor 
jaiade not the least remark* Jior felt the least remorse, till by a divii^ 
power the pi$son was sbook^ apd his conscience was .roused: th^s^ 
ihe first ray of light, and spark of life, that shews itself in the heini 
.of salvation. Another fundamental, and essential doctrine, ia God, a 
^electing, sovereign,, a^d unalterable choice of every individual thft 
jenter the beaye^ly world; and that irrespective of what tfaley ha^e 
done, what they may do, or what they can do. (1 Ephesians i,v» 4* 
% Peter i. 20. Roiq^ yiii* 33.) hovy is ^his doctrine made out ip. the pr^ 
,4sent case? £rst w^ see the finger of God in directing the, AppVtIe*8 
inarch to the City iof Philippi, and that by a vision made to hiiii,i^ t^e 
^pi^ht. Secondly^ we may trace the divine footsteps in the conv^sio;! 
of Lydia, and t^e uproar that Satan was permitted to iBtir up». Jin 
order that a way might be op/eoed to* preach to this bard heart^ 
^ulor : this ^a« the reason why Paul and Silas were sent to p/risoB. 
IVe proceed a little further, and we hear of a tremendous crash, and 
that at «n unexpected hour, on a most decisive errand : now the scene 
Dpens a little wider, and God puts .his sovereign hand of mercy, and 
plucks the Jailor as a trophy of victorious grace ; while every other 
individual was passed by : and when this was effected, the servants 
of Jesus were liberated, and directed to some other vesseb of mercy, 
. marked out by the counsels of eternity. , 

We now see the propriety of his being called upon to believe be 
, was now a subject of grace, and faith wopld prove it both to hims^f 
md to the Apostles themselves l here then we may see that ho man 
, fcan come unto Christ to any saving purpose^ except a divine power 
first draw the heart by divine iove. And we may see here also, that 
.;dl that are. chosen vessels of mercy shall all be brought safely 
lli^l^e to Christ as their living Head. Who so unlikely as a hj^g 
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hearted Jailor, in the centre of idolatrous worfaippers ? who apparently 
could be further off than he was, and yet not overlooked ? It is under 
these* impressions that the servants of the Lord, circulate short an<( 
broken fragments in the assured conviction, that the Lord can send 
them as arrows dipt in blood, and make their impression asdeep as 
they would (hen be desirable to those characters for whom he has de? 
"signed to own as vessels of mercy, and to his sovereign victorious 
power and pleasure is this paper committed, to be employed in 
kny channel he thinks most suitable ; and may some poor benighted 
outcast, be made like the person here spoken of, to cry nut under 
the pangs of a wounded conscience, what must I do to be saved J 
then wiU such say indeed, thanks to Sovereign mercy for his unspeak- 
able gift. Amen. 

Market Lavington, July, 1824. ' J. G, 

1 . A CURIOUS DOCUMENT. 

^ Mr: Editor, 

'As your' Miscellany profVsseth to be directed, to subjects of a 
i^pirittial naturej and to receive such communications, as tend to vital 
godliness ; 1 have sent you as curious a -morsel as can be desirisd, to 
answer these purposes. In the life of the Jate Mr, Patrick, who _ 
flourished in London towards the close of th^ last Ceuhtry, and was 
by many, considered as a popular Preacher; we have recorded by 
his Biographer, a circumstauce, which took place in his history, that 
affords a 'specimen of ignorance, duly to be paralleled in the errors 
o? Romish folly. I will not stay longer to give the outKnes of Mr. 
Pafricky memoirs only then to say, that he was in the early part of 
life traiiied' for the law; but finding an inaptitude to those things, 
he changed his profession for the Church. His life was but short, 
yet it should seem to have been mairked with much usefulness. He 
was elected to the Chaplaincy of Morden College, where the faithful- 
ness of his ministry on the doctrines of grace, exposed him to much 
contumely. But it would hardly be supposed, that such a condue^ 
should' have called forth (as his Biographer states it,) the following 
'strange Petition, addressed to the Trustees of the College, l-giye- it 
-you vcrftiaftiTi,' as it'stands in his memoirs. 

f '; To the worthy Trustees of Sir John Morden's College. 

*' We, the unc^er.written members of the said College, beg leave, 
Jiumbly to lay our griev^inces before you : hoping that ypu will not 
be offended with this our petition ; as we cannot help thinking, y<fu 
have been imposed upon, in the choice of our present Chaplain, by 
}iis having concealed his real niethodistical principles, at the time 6{ 
)i is making applipatiun, to succeed to that olhcc. His discourses 
from the pulpit, during the tirpe, of his occasionally preaching in the 
life 'time of the late Mr, Brown, and for some time after, being ap- 
pointed chaplain, being very materially different, from those' since 
preached by him, and especially witliin the last five months. 

The Sermons preached for near twelve "months past, and with a 
'degree of vehemence and enthusiasm, during the last five' months^ 
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^n»tead .of inslructiog us in our duty to God, and our Neighbora, 
treat almost solely upon Faith, and Grace, and such like controv^ 
mal poiuts of - religion : moral duties being scarcely ever impressed 
upoB us, or the observance of them recommended: so that bis disr 
courses appear to us, not so properly instructive Sermons, as -the 
expounding the scriptures according to the notions and opinions of 
the METHODISTS : and that bis principles, are those of thatvsoii; 
of people appears plain, not only from the doctrine he delivers, but 
also from the manner of his delivering it, and the illiberal, and insul- 
ting language, which he makes use ot^ in addressing us< 

That we may not be thought to complain without reason, of the 
ianguage, or expressions, which have been made use of, we beg -leave 
to relate the verywoids which have been applied to us from the pu|i< 
pit; expressions by which we, feel ourselves greatly hurt. We hav^' 
been told, that we are 'Traitors, Rebels, Murderers, Convicts under 
sentence of condemnation, hoary headed sinners, from threescore, to 
fourscore years of age, hardened in our crimes, with souls alilicted 
xvith the palsy, as well as our bodies, and totally devoid of ^race«* 
These descriptions of lis, -wfe hope, we are no way deserving of: for 
although we have not the presumption to think ourselves by any means 
perfect; yet we trust, that Our behavior, both in a feligiou«( and 
moral light, does not do any discredit^ to the memory of our pioiis 
founder, or to the worthy guardians of his benevolent institution, hj 
whose kind appointment, we enjoy a comfortable retreat^ in the di:« 
eline of life, in the happy asylum of this College, 

We are at a loss to account, for the grounds, which have induced 
our Chaplain to apply illiberal epilhets; which we cannot heip 
saying, we conceive to be very unbecoming the sacred place, thcjf 
were used in, as also the character of a Clergyman;, and must impute 
itto the violent warmth, wit l\ which he generally, especially for some 
time past, delivers his discourses, w4iich might occasion his losing 
bis temper; or else to an enthusiastic zeal, to frighten us to attend 
fars evening Lectures,^t his own house : he having, at the conclusioa 
of the time of leaving off ^) reaching, on the Sunday afternoons, ior 
the winter months given out, from the pulpit, that he should expound 
the scriptures, three times a week, at his own apartment. We hope 
however, that we shall not be blameable, in not attending these L^- 
tures; being informed that they are rather such meetings, as arv 
usually held by the METHODISTS, ot such as dissent from the 
Church established^ and not 9«ch as are commonly used, by our mints- 
|ers: no part of the service of the book of Common Pra\er, being, 
fts we understand made ifseof; but the service consists, as we un- 
derstand, of an extemporary prayer of the Chaplain's ; singing </f 
hymns; and expounding some text of scripture. 

We think it our duty to represent to you, that these evening meet- 
ings at the Chaplain's, are not confined to the members and servants 
*of the College ; hut are open to'all persons, who choose to come to 
them ; and we are told that it is not uncommon, to have the nambfit 
^)f persons assembled at these mjeetinp, to amount to forty, or fifty, 
l^f more ; and that many who attend/ are very illiterate, and pieoplc 
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of weak miads : the manner in which the scriptures are expoaodel 
to them; we apprehend* niay be of fatal con^equ^^e. 

Lest any doubt shall arise, whether the Chaplam la a Methodist or 
dot, we beg leave to add, that upon his -leaWag the College,- the 
latter end^f last Jul^, to go into ShropMre, he appointed a Ocstle^ 
man to preach for him on a Sunday afternoon, well kuown to be of 
that persuasion : and which Gentlemen, would have preached we na- 
ders|U|ind| at the inconvenient hour of six o'clock, instead of the 
usual hour of three, if not prevented by your directions, to have the 
service performed, at the accustomed time* ^ 

Another complaint we beg to lay before yon, is, that the morning 
prayer, on the week days, are not read, near so constantly, as ihey 
are directed to be, by the Founder's will : owing to the frequent al^- 
fence of the Chaplain from the College: which occasions, many 
of the members non attending the Church prayers, in a morning : for 
although the prayers according to the service of the book of Common- 
Prayer are scarcely ever omitted being read in the Hall, by one of 
the members, when the Chaplain is absent ; yet there are seldom so 
many memberd attend to hear the prayers read in the Hall, as do at 
the Chapel, when the service is performed there. 

The illiberal expressions to us from the Pulpit, bring continually 
to our mind the text, upon which the Chaplain preached his first 
Sermon to ns after he was appointed; viz. ' Will you that Jeamfi 
fimong yfiu in love, or with a rod?' And although, there did no^ 
appear to us, any thing es^eptionable in this discourse, as the great* 
est part of it treated upon the former p^t of the text, and gave us 
to understapd, that his doctrine would fa« meek and gentle^ and that 
)ie hoped to live with us in friendship ; and the latter part of th^ 
text was discoursed upon only towards Uie conclusion of the Sermon ; 
and he spoke as if the rod would be made use of, only in case, of our 
being inattentive to our religious duties, and orofligate \a our - 
manners; we are concerned however to find* that for a considerable 
jtipe past, the case is altered, to the very rev.erse ot what was then 
preached, as we scarcely eyex now, hear of love, gentleness, or ipeel^ 
pess, from the pulpit, b|it are almost constantly put in mind of the 
^od, b^ Uie. illiberal, and as we qoujceive, improper, and unjustifiable 
jmvectives, with which we are branded. We therefore hope, tliat from 
^our wanted goodness, ypu will take these oi^r ^rieyances into your 
jponsideration, and remove thi^ rod from us. 

And we as in duty bound will ever pray, SccJ*' 

Signed by 19 out of the 27 Pensioners. Qf these 19 ; 3 recanted. 
Pne declared that he k^ew not what he did, when he signed. Anothei 
yowed that he signed' contrary to his judgment. And another, d^ 
glared that be never heard the Preacher. So that the petition con- 
tained in reality the sentiments of only 13 out of 27.^ 

In a future liumlier we shall shew what followed in the efi^ect qf 
^bis Petition on the minds of the Trust^s ; an4 offef spfue furt^^ 
observations. 

PlynmtK JuHn 24^/^, IB^t 
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RDGONCILIATION 
• Tft \dnswer to. a Real Ca£E;mw#/ 

Mr Editor, 

' It is the advice of the wise man to answer a fool according to bis 
f6ily» lest he be wise in his own conceit ; and this advice occurred to 
my mind on reading the remarks of real Cahinisi on Reconciliation. 
Will you allow me through your Magazine, to advise him to procure 
a common dictionary? that he may learn the difference between /£f- 
tonciliatian and Satisfaction: and before he vents any more of his 
popish Calvinism against Joseph, let him read^his bible and find, if he 
can, one text of scripture to his point : he knows lie cannot, and, 
therefore he has recourse to wilful misrepresentation, and makes me 
to deny reconciliation to God, whereas there is not a sentence in my 
former letter which can be so interpreted, but by the most determined 
malice, or consummate ignorance. 

Reconciliation of God to man t do deny, because there is no 
such thing in all the sacred volume, and because 1 cannot separate 
the ideas of mutability, concession, Sfc. from the word reconciliation, 
but, satisfaction to divine perfections in the obedience and atonement 
of Jehovah-Jesus, is perfectly consistent with, yea, does honor to the 
inflexibility of divine justice, and to the immutability of divine love. 
^ Tour real Calvinist had better go 'back to Rome, and fetch a few 
works of supererogation to pacify his angrtf God, and make up the 
matter with his^c^fe Deity. Or if he wishes to know and serve the 
God of Israel, let him learn from the word 6i truth, Jehovah's own de- 
claration of himself: ^* I am the Lord, I change not, therefore ye sons^ 
of Jacob are not consumed.'' But, to be reconciled, is to change, 
consequently a reconciled God cannot be an unchanging God* But 
why so angry with me, Mr. ** Real Calvanist,*' I have only advanced 
what you have proved, viz. that the work of Christ was ** td make 
reconciliation for sin," and all you have written, (except your wilful 
misrepresentations) proves my point, that God never was irreconciled, 
nor ever could be reconciled: but that ** God was in Christ recon«i- 
ling the world unto himself.'' Ndt himself to the world. How could 
God be irreconciled, when his love provided the very satisfaction 
which was given to his perfections in the work of Christ, and the 
Very grace by which he reconciles sinners to himself. My heart's de- 
sire and prayer to God, is that you may be reconciled to Jehovah's 
sovereign will, and unchanging love, and that you, Mr. Editor, may 
pever more disgrace your pages with such trash as insults Deity, and 
saps the foundation o£ a believer^s comfort. Should the Lord be 
pleased to open the eyes of your' correspondent, and reconcile his 
heart to bible truth, I shall expect to see some apology for his teme- 
rity in your next, and instead of being insulted with falsehood, and 
accused of the vilest heresy that ever disgraced the christian name, 
(Socinianism) I shall look for the congratulations of a Christian, in 
the spirit of Christianity, 

lam, &c. 

JOSEPH. 
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JOSEPH DEFENDED. 

Mr Editor, ... . ^ 

Being a Subscriber towards your valuable Pubiica- 
tion, and am commanded to contend earnestly for th^ faith onc^ de« 
livered to the saints, I therefore cannot be still totlook on for the 
Archers so sorely to grieve Joseph, as I am in the strictest friendship 
and bond of union with him, though unknown personally. Therefore^-! 
if you consider the following worthy a place in your SainCs Treasury, . 
it will please one who stands in Covenant Relationship with you to 
the glorious Person of Elmmanuel God with us. 

Plymouth. July. l&M, 1624. A SINNER.. 

Our Lord God in his blessed Word saith. Judge dot that ye be not 
judged, therefore Calvinist should have considered this, before he 
himself became the judge of Joseph; for as he hath attempted to. 
prove Joseph a Sociuian, he also will be found guilty of Atheism and 
Sabellianism. Therefore in going oyer his remarks, it will be found 
lirst be says, he was wounded by Joseph*s statement (of truth). Now 
us a wounded man, he is not to be admitted as a competent Judge in 
spiritual things, for it is of necessity that such should be of a sound 
Blind, and sound in the faith of God*s elect; and his being wounded,, 
plainly appears in the effects manifested, which are contrary to what 
miU be found proceeding from a sound mind : for he observes, that 
lie is apprehensive,, that Joseph's piece is calculated to do the greatest 
injury to the souls of men. Now we find sin was, and is, the only, 
cause of all the injury that ever hath, or ever will be done to the 
souls of men, as it is written, the soul that sinneth shall die, and the 
final result of this injury, will be to all who die in their sins, a tot^I 
banishment from the presence of Jehovah, into outer darkness, &c. 
and as to thes6 things^ or sin itself fjaaliy doing any injury to Gods 
elect, is as untrue as unscriptural, for.Jehovah*s precious promise 
runs thus. The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil ; again, lest any 
hurt it, L (Jehovah) keep it night and day ; and those that have fol- 
lowed Christ in the regeneration, know that all things (instead of 
Uoing injury) work together for good to (hem that love God, and are 
the called according to his purpose. , ' 

Again, Calvinist seems very apprehensive that, the system of truth 
will be defacetd. Here also fie appears to be very defective, for our 
glorious Lord Christ says, I am the truth;. therefore the whole system 
of the eternal truthi of Jehovah, as revealed in the glorious Gospef, 
as well as the Godhead bodily, all dwell or centre in the same Lord 
Jesus : and then to deface truth, is to deface Jesus Cdrist in the glo- 
ries of his Pek'son, Work, and fulness ; but as he is Jesus Christ, the 
same, so also the truth is the same : for if there was never one sinned 
more brought to believe the truths of God, but to be constantly de- 
nying of them, they would remain unsullied as the truths of God, slnJ 
never would be seen in ruins ;.so that by the remaining fragments, we 
or any other, could see, that U was once a goodly .edifice, so that 
instesul of being a rea^ Calvinist, this is the very dregs of Arminia-^ 
Dis<ii ; and therefore, instead of Calvinist*s heart recoiling at Joseph s 
true statement, I hope it will recoil at his own which is so o|)rposite' 
tp the glorious Gospel of the blessed God, 
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Af aifl, whatever views spiritually, Calvinist may bave» I roust leave 
()ut this I oaimot ; that is, what be means by moral perfections of 
Jehovah, I read of no such thing in the Holy Word of Godj: therefore 
1 have, just grounds to oppose it, for without controversy si^ys Paul 
great is the mystery of godliness, God manifest in the flesh ; again 
God is a Spirit ; again, he is glorious in holiness, fearful in praities^ 
^c. Not a word in this about moral perfections, and the whole 
features of the glorious Gospel, meet as so many glory rays in one 
focus, to declare 4he glory and holiness of Jehovah in his Ttinhy of 
Persons, dwelling bodily in one undivided Essence and glory, in the 
glorious Mediator Christ, which also proves the fallacy of all such 
assertions as the moral perfections of Jehovah. And it is also pal- 
pable, that such things as these are one branch of Sabelianism, for 
it is comprehending the Lord in his perfections ; but let God be true; 
and all sdcti men liars : for those who are taught by God the Holy 
Ghost, are never led one step higher than the Apostle in that sweet 
scripture, as it is written, to the acknowledgment, (not comprehen- 
sion) of the mystery of God the Holy Ghost and of the Father, and of 
Christ ; and I shotild thank Calvinist, if he would state clearly upon 
scripture grounds, what he means by the following remark in his 
piece, ** Is it not the glory of his Covenant Character, that provisi- 
ons are made in that Covenant, for the glory of his moral perfection^. ^ 
Surely this is turning things, or attempting too, up^de down ; and 
then strictly speaking, it was not only the Father's frown that pierced 
Christ, or put him to grief, but it was that sword the Lord cbmmand- 
ed'to awake a^nst the man his fellow, and to smite the Shepherd. 
And the Lord says of the Church, they shall look on him whom they 
have pierced, and mourn, &c. an4 then, I read in my bible, that th^ 
Reconciliation was on this wise, God was in Christ Reconciling th;e 
irorld unto himself, not Reconciling himself to them, neither Recon- 
ciling himself to himself^ which must be the case if Calvinist is true. 
And I think that Calvanist is rather presumptive, as he boasts that he 
hdieves with as confident a faith as Joseph in the Immutability, &c. of 
the love of God towards hiB people. I would say here, be not high- 
minded, but fear; and let him that thinketh he standeth/take heed 
lest he fall : for while Joseph is condemned of Socinianism, for 
speaking of Jehovah in his glorious Covenant Character,, in bis Un-^ 
changability, that 'must be the sentence that will be passed on Cal- 
vanist, for attempting to introduce, or set up an unknown Reconciled 
God, of whom the Lord says, I know not any ; and to his Church he 
says, thou shalt have no other God but one ; who hath said, I am the 
Lord thy God^ thy Jehovah Alehim, or God in Covenant Relation- 
ship, not Reconciled to thee. But Calvanist says, it was justice tb^t 
was Reconciled (by the death of Christ) to pardon ? Surely this in 
makingan SKttempt to separate Jehovah, and his divine Attributes. But 
Micah being better taught than this, saysNof the Lord, who is a God like 
unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity ? &c ; Isaiah sayis, our God, and 
be will abundantly pardon ; and our God in Covenant says by Jere- 
miah, I wilkpardon them whom 1 reserve ; and our Lord Christ said to 
many in the days of his public advent, thy sins are forgiven thee ; 
and Paul says, as God for Christ's sake, hath forgiven you, therefore 
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it was not a reconciled justice In the abstract^ but a God in Covenant 
Relatioushipy or Jehovah in his Trimty of Persons in his Coveaani 
Character. 

And it is very plain from the statement of Calvinist, that justice 
could not pardon, before he was Reconciled ; therefore all oiir 
fathers before this, roust have perished; but blessed be God, .they 
went to heaven to rest with God/ upon the . credit of Christ's blood, 
and in this, Calvinist is also found, a false, witness. And further he 
observes, that justice was reconciled to embrace and save that maa 
that believes in Jesus. I read, the Father etnbraceth and kisseth thie 
returning Prodigal, and that there is salvation in no other bwt 
Christy and that no man is saved (by justice) for believing in Chrisi, 
but the believer because he was ordained unto eternal life, and saved 
because God loved him. Therefore I wOuld desire Calvinist to make 
his calling and election sure, before he ever takes up the pen agaia 
^ to condemn one of Goifs Joseph s for speaking truth ; and after he 
hath so done, then to give a scriptural statement of the glorious work 
of Reconciliation by the death of him, whose Name is the Lord of 
Hosts. And as he seems to hint, that it was not the love of God 
that was reconciled, that being Immutable, &c. Then was the Person 
of the Father, or the Son, or the Holy Ghost Reconciled? whether 
it was each, or either, for God is, and was the Reconciler : and it 
was the whole Godhead bodily in Christ: or if you please, the whole 
Trinity in Unity, in one undivided essence and glory ; and then, if 
God be Reconciled, it must come to this, that God Reconciled 
.himself to himself, consequently there jnust be some variation, tur- 
ning or changeability in the Lord, who hath said, I am Jehovah 
Alehim ; (or God' in Covenant relation) which change not, therefore 
ye sons of Jacob are not consumed ; and then, if it is not the Person 
of Jehovah, is.it his mind if so? what shall we. do with that scrip- 
. ture, he is one mind and who can turn him ? And then, it is very 
blessed for the regenerated Church of Christ,^ that the Lord hath 
said^ that he hath nut behel^ iniquity in Jacob, neither perverseness io 
Israel. And again, since thon was precious in my sight, thou hast 
been honorable, and I have loved thee. 

Again, it might be acceptable to the Readers of the Saint's Trea- 
sury, if Calvanist would. favor them with a few remarks on the bless- 
edness of approaching a Reconciled God, by whom, and through 
whom he hath access to such a God ; and then the blessed effects 
produced in his soul, from the communion or fellowship with his 
God ; and also, where he finds words ro to come and address such 
God ; and then instead of Joseph*s being presumption, of approach- 
ing Jehovah in his Covenant Character, Calvinist's is presumption and 
. inhdelity together. And as I am not willing for Joseph ever again 
to be cast into the pit, or sold to the Ishmalites, or even for him to 
get in Potiphar^s house, or be cast into prison, yea, or even to be a 
atrsinger to his living brethren, I shall do my endeavor as far as the 
Lord will enable me to keep 4iim from it. Therefore I shall consider , 
what Joseph implies by approaching Jehovah in his Covenant Cha- 
racier, as the unchanging G.od oi Israel. First observe. No man can 
laU Jesu? Lord, but by the Holy Ghost. Again, the natural man re- 
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cetveth not the things of the Spirit of God, &c. And again, none 
but the children of the kingdom, do know the mysteries of the king- 
dom ; therefore a man must be quickened before he knows any thing 
of -himself as a sinner in reality : this is the glorious work of God the 
Holy Ghost; and also, by the same Spirit, the soul is brought into a 
spiritual knowledo^e of the Person of Christ, in his glory; dignity, 
majesty, beauty, fulness, suitability, work, suflFeriiigs, doings, dying, 
raising, and reigning; timi then byNthe same Spirit, through this glo- 
rious Person, 1 have freeness, yea, boldness of access unto the 
Father^ and then it is that the regenerated Church of Christ can 
address lehovah in his Covenant Character, as our Father which art 
ki heaveti. Thus the soul is brought into the glorious liberty of God's 
(te^r .children, and can and doth, (though in himself rebellious) re- 
joice that he is Reconciled to God by the death of his Son ; having 
also received the atonement, and thus he walks in the light, as he 
(the Mediator) is in the light, dnd hath fellowship one with another. 
And then follows the glories of the Reconciliation that the ^ blood of 
Jesus Chrisrt cleanseth from all sin, and by the Almighty's anoihtinj^, 
linction, «Bd ieacking of the Comforter, in and through the peace 
speaking, and peace making blood pf Christ, and by being enabled 
to come -boldly to a throne of grace, ^at truly our fellowship is with 
the Father, and wvth ;his Son Jesus Cnrist. 

' And if I understand right, this is what Joseph implies by approach- 
ing the Lord in his Covenant Character, as the unchanging God df 
Israel, and being thus brougbt into a spiritual knowledge of the 
father, by the divine anointings of the Holy Ghost, it is on the same 
ground that I have communion with the Holy Three in One, and also 
by precious faith the soul enters into a blessed discovery of the glo- 
rious livork of reconciliation, so that being justified from all things 
(by Jesus) by faith he hath peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, lind hei'e, and* here only on this unsullied basis, it is that a 
soul can approach Jehovah in his Covenant Character. And I add 
further, that being brought spiritually here, more or iess^ the soul 
is established in the Person, all love acts of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost : the Father in the gift of Christ, and the 
inexhaustable fulness of blessintrs treasured up in hiin. Also, la 
choosing, predestinating, sanctifying, accepting, ^c, the Church in 
Christ, the son in engaging, receiving, marrying, becoming incarnate, 
obeying, fultrlling, working, suffering, purchasing, reconciling, deli- 
vering, giving, dying, rising, reigning ; and now living in the presence 
of God, for the Church, the Holy Ghost, in quickening, leading, 
teaching,^ glorifying, taking, anointing, upholding, renewing; and 
finally bringing^ home every elect vessel to glory. And now enabling 
him to call God Father, Jesus Christ brother, husband, friend, hiding-* 
place, yea the God of his salvation, who hath saved us in himself 
with an everlasting sarlvation. This is coming to God, and believeing 
that he is the unchanging God of Israel, (not reconciled,) but in his 
Covenant Character, the glorious Three that bare record in heaven, 
the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost. 

God Almighty prosper you Mr. Editor in your undertaking, and I 
^U9.t expect the same treatment from Calvinist as Joseph. 
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To the Editor of the Spiritual Magazine, 

Mr Editor, 
Having read an article in your Magazine on the word ^'Reconcilia-, 
tion*' signed Joseph, wherein the Author reprobates the term Recon- 
ciled God (used by many who iove» know, and fear the Jehovah of 
Israel, as well perhaps as that incipient and adventurous writer) per- 
mit me as an humble individual, to tell him that the word Reconcile' 
in our language, conveys no such meaning; our Orthographitts.teli 
us, it. means to compose differences, to obviate seeming contra- 
dictions, to restore, to favor, to renew friendship, and the like. Now 
I would ask Joseph, when God created Adam, did lie not make him 
in his own likeness, did he not declare the work of his hands net enly^ 
good, but very good, was he not in a state of friendship, and commu- 
9ion with his God ? If this be admitted, and I conceive Joseph will 
not deny it, did not Adam by his traosgressron break the law God 
bad given him, and so bring death and condemaation on himself and 
all his posterity, and did not Adam's sin cut off all friendship and 
communion betweeli him and Jehovalkl as it is written, "Your 
iniquities have separated between you and your God. And was not 
God justly offended at the ap||fitacy >and sin of Adam ? bow then 
without satisfaction to the offended justice, righteousness and truth 
Of the Most High, could there be a renewal of that friendship be- 
Iween the Creator, and the offending creature man ? . - . 

Joseph takes a view only in my poor apprehension of tb? determi- 
nate counsel of Jehovah, as it regards his elect family, predAstioated 
to eternal life, and says, their persons were always reconciled to God; 
but he never will be reconciled to their sins; to speak of God a^ 
never being reconciled to {heir sins is a far more unscriptuxal phras^ 
than *♦ reconciled God." ^ ^ • . 

Has Joseph forgpt that the Holy Ghos^ salth. The sins of God's 
elect family by the death and righteousness of. our blessed Emmanuel 
are blotted out, done away ; and as far separated from^e cboeeii 
seed, as the east in from the west, and that when sought for, theji 
^hall never be found. Who ever dreamt of God being reconciled to 
the sin of man ? what communion hath light with davknei^ 1 as * well 
inight God and sin be reconciled, yet God and sinners are reconciled* 
which Joseph will adtnlt. '*' ' 

Th^e Holy Ghost by David speaketh thus, '' Mercy and truth are 
met together, righteousness and peace have embraced each other.'' 
And oh my soul, with wonder, love, and praise, for ever adore the 
love of thy Father, justly offended with thy manifold transgressions! 
who in his mercy hath raised up a mighty horn of salvation in the 
house of his servant David, namely, Jehovah Jesus, the Gbdrmaa- 
Mediator, for God so loved the World, that he gave his only begotten 
Son ; and with most pi'ofound reverence, oh my soul view the ho^ 
liness and truth of thy God, that he s(iared not his own Son, bu| 
delivered him up for us all. Romans viiii. .12. 

Here God the Father delivers up to justice his own Son, what for? 
to compose differences, to obviate seeujing contradictious, for God 
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had sa^, the soul that sinoetb shall die ; iad it was a dhmH ttojtten- 
tbus questioD, asked by one of old : ** How shall mortal mao^ he jiisjk 
yfith Oodr the Savior dies .the iust for the unjust, and by bis act o|. 
obedience to death, composes the differeuo^ belnveen §a offends^/ 
God, and his elect fomily^ who bad all offended. In AJA sense )[ 
humbly conceive God may be said to be a reconciled Ood* i|la^iMlell 
as every attribute and perfection of Jeho|rah» sweetly harmonise iji. 
the Person, obedience, precious death, and righteousness of Im- 
niaauel, so that God can be just, and yel the juslifier oi the ungoiHj 
sinner who believeth in Jesus of Kazaieth« 

I as firmly S|r.. Editor, believe in. the everlasting lofre, and imniiita-. 
jbility of God, as yotir Coftespoodeot Joseph, nor witt I charge bi^h 
as some have done, 'with is tincture of Soeinianis^ in bis fragment';; 
put I woiild ask Joseph, is not man ceftored to the favoir apd- friend^' 
iship of his God through Jes^s Christ and bis blessed atoi«emeBt« anfdk 
righteousness I aod are not all the attributes of Jehovah, sweetly ia. 
unison reconciled, if I may nfe the phrase, and not o^M youfi 
Correspondent Joseph ? * ' 

And wheii I as aa hus»ble iqdividiiaL, have used, or do ufs, tkf> 
term Reconciled God, I mean not,. I conceive not, a change in^ tli% 
(eternal mind,- but a blessed unify and harmony in the divi^ perfect 
tions thvough ljhe<wofk of Immanuel, wheneboF God eaa be. just, and 
yet the justiiier of me a poor sinner, and every difference that sul^ 
sisted between ips he composed, and every seemiiig eontrfdi0ioi| 
•bviated. ' ' ' '' ••.■«« ^ ■ :. . -^ 

^ I agree with Jos^h, that no work of purf could ipal^e peace be* 
tween God and sinners. TjIFo, Jesus and Inm only ais the sfBnei:'s 
Surety, could do this, and this he did when he d«ed>onr the eross,, ana 
has not his obedience ^nd death made peace between God and man t 
the Holy Ghbiit saith, he made peace for usy (that is, the whole, cho- 
sen family of God, Jew or Gentile) by tbe l^ood of his eross. 

The Gospel is dhUed. the miiiistry of recoaciliatioi], and by the 
effectuar working of God the Eiernal Spirit, removing the enmity of 
the heart, and enabling the sinner to helieve in a crucified Savior, the 
poor believing ^inneir is brbught into Che sweet eojoyment of the love 
of the Father, Son^, and ever blessed Spirit, for faith cometb by hear* 
ing, and hearing by the woird of God. Thus the elect vessel of mercy 
is brought to eojoy what bis Father in love predestimited him too, 
and what the Son procured ibr h<n^ hy his precious death and righte^ 
oosness r this is revealed^, applied, and made known, to God's familj, 
by the blessed Spirit, who laikes of the things that are Chrint'e, and 
sheWs or nvanifests them to the enlightened sinner's mind. 

J^nd I would ask Mr. Editor at such times as these, does not thi^ 

believing sioner by faith behold a sweet reconciliation in Jehovah *g 

attributes, in his salvation through a crucified Savior, and his peifeot 

)righteousness, so that he can sing with Mr. Hart, ' 

" Justice, justioer now is on .my side.'* 

Sorry I am Mr. Editor to see such quibliog about words,, if Joseph 
had'spent bis time and- talents, to shew what the word reconciliatibii 
implied, and in what sense it might be wrong constcued,. it might 
have tended by God'a blessing,- to the edification of the poor ailft 
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iimple of Uie flock ; but when I heard it read^ there was aonipthiiif ' 
grated on my hears, not very coitsisteat to my experience, knowledfre, 
or fellowship with my God : trae I pretend to little, but can tb^^ 
which is unsavory be eaten without salt ? 

Joseph's last paragraph wounded me most, where he says, ''No 
longer my brother, approach Jehovah as a Reconciled God, but ga to 
him in his glorious 'Covenant Character, as the unchanging God of 
Israel." 

The Devil's, Mr. Editor, believe this and tremble, bujt cannot go Co 
him as an unchanging God, though they firmly believe in his immuta* 
bility ; and had I as a poor sinner, when awakeued to a feeling sense 
of my sin, and the holiness^ of God, had nothing set before me but 
the immutability of Jehovah, 1 had sunk into black despair. But no, 
the ever blessed Spirit reveflJed Jesus to my mind, with all his merit, 
blood, and righteousness, as the only way to the Father; and doth not 
Jesus expressly say. No man can come to the Father but by me ; and 
again, whatsoever you ask the Father, ask is my name. Noiv if Jesus 
tells me to ask all things in his name, and to come to the Father by 
llim as my blessed Surety, Sacrifice, and allatoning great High Priest, 
am I as Joseph says, to come to God simply as an unchanging God,' 
or am I to come in that new and living way consecrated for all the 
family, by Jesus my great High Priest, through the veil, that is to say 
his flesh f 

r Mr* Editor, Joseph ha^ here darkened counsel by words without 
knovTledge, and while liis zeal prompts him to cut up all human 
merits and I give him credit for the same ; let me be permitted to 
give my brother Joseph a word of advice, namely, that while he de- 
signs to remove one stumbling block out of the way, he throws not 
down two in the way of a weaik brother. 

Should you think this letter worthy a place in your Magazine, you 
may peradventure hear from me again, on a subject more calculated 
jn my opinion to the welfare of Israel, than a strife aboiii words. 

July 9th. 1024. AMICUS. 



ON A MINISTER OF THE LETTER. 

The generality of hearers are disposed to conclude that every 
Preacher who comes forth with the profession of sound doctrines is a 
Minister of the Gospel. If he is followed by a crowd, it is thought 
petulant to enquire into his conversion and call' to the Ministi'y. Few 
professors consider that a man may have sound .notions of the doc- 
trines of the Gospel. He may have good natural abilities, improved 
by a good education and be able to explain many truths in a plain 
and familiar manner. He may be an eloquent man, and ,be able to 
afiect the passions. He may appear to be a sound reasoner ami be 
capable of >convincing opposers. His outward life and conversation 
may be just and upright, and be so liberal as to be admired by all 
that know him. He may be both bearing and forbearing, be mild, 
afiectionate, and seek the welfare of others. He may zealously der 
/end religion, and be very earnest in ^ts cavse^ I}e may feeji ajfifO 
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4kt God's judgments and be humbled ander them. lie may sound aif 
alarm among sinners and many may receive it and become a reformed 
people. He may be very diligent in all the outward ordinances of 
religion and enforce attendance on his hearers. His discourses may 
work a great reformation among his hearers, and they may acquire 
tolerably clear notions of some gospel truths, their judgments may 
be directed to receive and hold fast many doctrinal truths of ivhich 
they were before ignorant. They may become ornaments to their 
prafessiion, good members of society, and be with their pastor highly 
respected by the worthy and respectable part of their neighbors, 
and God may give them many blessings in his providence, which 
v'ill cunfirm them in their opinion that they are the children of God* 
The Minister of the Letter may profess to know God, and spend 
much time and be at great expence in his worship. He may respect 
the godly and be bold in reproviug sinners, and may be kept from the 
power and anger of the openly prophane. He may be diligent in alt 
God's ways,- pay regard to all his precepts, be given to hospitality'. 
He. may fear God's judgments when abroad in the land, and speak 
of God with fear and reverence. In affiiction he may niake prayers, 
and be able to enforce trust in God for a supply of every temporal 
good. He may suffer persecution for religion snd endure it with 
great fortitude. He may be able to reason in defence of the Scrip- 
tures and confute his opposers, and impress the wicked with awe 
and respect for him. . God will* often deliver him from his enemies, 
aud he will express great gratitude for mercies deceived. Though 
he may be thus adorned with the outward garb of godliness, in which 
he may appear beautiful, yet he may be an enemy to Christ and his 
saints. 

. Men who have no more than a form of godliness will not believe 
this assertion. They think if a man enjoys many outward evidences 
of God*s grace, he must certainly be a partaker of the Holy Spirit^ 
aud of course a friend of Christ and his saints. Some may read this 
and be ready to ask, " In what is he deficient, when audi how does 
he shew his enmity to God ?" Answer, he will shew it by finding fault 
with, the doctrines of godliness advanced by partakers of the Spirit. 
The Minister of the Spirit will advance many things which a Minister 
of the Letter cannot understand. If a man be wise only in the letter, 
his mind is carnal and enmity to God, and so blind that he cannot 
discern the things of the Spirit. He will be conscious he is deficient 
in spraethiug which he cannot understand, and will envy the spiritual 
Minister and speak lightly of him. If the Minister of the Spirit b^ 
a learned man and capable of defending truth by forcible arguments 
they will carry such conviction to the mind of the Minister of the 
Letter as will fill his mind with secret envy and malice. We read 
that our Lord's discourses wrought this effect on the minds of the 
Scribes and Pharisees. They felt they were deficient in those things 
which he enforced ; and though they were in appearance the most 
holy -men in the land, yet their hearts were filled with envy and 
malice. Instead of «alRily contemplating his holy life and instruct 
;ing words, they sat down to consider how they could destroy him ; 
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^d Ibay m^T ^easod Hieir evil cOMvltationi Citt they bad accbtit^ 
fished bin d«%ih. 

. A« k WM ait that timle, so it W at this preteat. If tlie Ministers of 
^ LiBtter paHeaaed tbe po#er, they #oald deaftroy the saiiits ajid 

- soot tbeni oitft of the earth. We hiive abbiidaiit evideiifGe of this 
•pint in the WrittogB of letter men in the present day. They crjf 
down evefy app^eaf an^e of godlhieSa* and eaH it Atftinomiantsm. It 
is to be lamented that many persons of loose and immotal manners 
get into ihe churohes of Chnst : their unholy life brings reproach on 
those with whom they are connected, and also on theoluse of Christ ; 
•nd they gi^e occasion and encouragensent to letter mlien to speak ev^ 
of Zion s cauite. Some persons may be ready to ask, ^* How is it 
^t these vaen who are such enemies to ChriiTt and hift truth, are fai- 
V^red by God in his providence 1" To this it may be atnswered, that 
^ they ovtv^aMly favor the cause of God so well, he outwardly 

, favors them in his porovidence^ As they profeafs to tove him, so he 
irill shew qutwaid signs of his afiprobation of them. But there are 
9ther reasons why he favors the eneihiea of hn people, on^ is, that 
ibey m«(y briAg about his secret purposes. We may always remenot- 
]l>ar» that as far as meo go in the letter, so far will he shev^ outward 
iigU^ of his approbation. Thus far may a Minister go, and yet be 
liottiing 4 and perish everlastingly. If we k>ol| around us in the present 
AUyi bow few amoQg the many hundreds of Preachers, go .so far as 
those tbiags^ perhaps not one in five hundred. How awful must foe 
tbe state of their hearers. If the Minister tie only in the letter, and 
tery deficient even in that, it is impossible that the hearers can be, 
IP the Spirit *i therefore they must, be dead as he is, for the letter 
killeth, and the Spirit only giveth light. 2 Cor. iii. 9. It is a lamen- 
table truths that in this day of profession^ We may go from Chapel to 
Chapelt ffsom Church to Church, and not find a Minister of the 
dpirit. We will leave these remarks for the consideration of the 
Beader ; and probably in tbe next, nuiy describe a Minister of the 
Spirit^ who is an instrument iu God's hand, by whieh he cemveys the 
knowledge of eternal Ufet 

parvus; 



GOSPEL TRACT SOCIETY. 

dn Mtonday, July 5th, 1824, A Public Meeting was held at Cberl- 
iiey , Surry ; when an Auxiliary in Aid of the above Society was formed. 
Tbe Meeting was respectal^ly attended : the various Resolutions was 
Moved and Seconded with proper Remarks on tbe importance of the 
Society, by several Ministers from London, and ihe adjacent parts. 
A liberal Cpllf Qtion was made at the close of the Service. We feel 
peculiar pleasure at the growing proapentv of this Institution^ as the 
present day ot general declension from the Truth as it is in Jeans, 
^alls loudly ^or the circuiatiQu of pute Gospel Trutbs. 
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SANCTIFICA TION . 

THE FRUIT OF UNION TO THE SANCTIFIER. 

'He that Jsunctifieth and thty who are sanctified are all qfqne, 

Heb. ii. IJ. • • 

' The" Person- of glory of Enmniid is exfaibkedthcougbcMLt this 
epistle, and in this chapter several qtiotations are^inade from the 
Psalms of David the siyeet singer in Israel-^wh9se sweetest theme 
was Jesus — His suiFerings-^yictories-^honoTS and rfenowii, Psalm 
civ. 84. Her« we have also a Statement of the oneness subsisting 
.between Christ and his darling Church^-whoiii we acknowledge in 
the close affinity of brethren — and this is twice repeated to console 
the suffering children, andtnore fully 4o demonstrate the riches and 
duration of Jehovah'^ lovd ! And as {here is.' nroi fioint.in divinity 
mor.e glorious to the Lord, or e^tablishing to. his saints, than a 
personal linowledge of their union to, and perfection in Christ Jesus 
— rbeg; through' the Riedrunnif the Spiritual Magazine, to present 
a few remarks on the above text. And surely the order of St. Paul, 
und^r the Holy Spirit's guidance, is in this as in most of his other 
subjects truly interesting; beginning with Him who is the Alpha 
and the Omega— the Author and the end — the substance, centre, 
and glory of the Gospel. He thfit sanctifijeth. Thife is Jesus, who 
for the suffering of death is crowned with glory afad :honi>r, that He, 
by the grace of God, or the gracious covenant. appointment of God, 
should taste death for eyer^f man, every kind of men, both Jewj) 
and Gentiles; the mien who are in this connection called sons and 
his brethren; The sanctiiier is our precious Jesus, of whom the 
Apostle' spake in the preceding chapter as the brightness of the 
Father's glory, and as the Son, whose throne is for ever. and. evec; 
and in the' chapter before u^ He is exhibited in his Mediator charac- 
ter as made a little lower than the angels,* yea, as such a glorious 
Lord, that it became Him for whom are all things, and by w&}m are 
all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to makethe captain of 
their salvation perfect through sbfferirigs. This' is the Person .spoken 
of: now mark his Work. He that sanctiiieth, -or he that purt^eth ; 
as sanctifi cation in this place evidently means to purify, as in Exod. 
xix. 14. where it is written, ** Moses went down from the mount un- 
to the people, and sanctified the people ; and they washed their 
clothes.*'. And in this sanctifying work' of Jesus, we discoVer the 
impurity and defilement of those whose caiuse he so mercifully es- 
poused as a sanctifier;. the scriptural statement of'^their condition is 
truly awful. Polliition marks theit conception and' birth, Ps. li. 5. 
Their whole nature is diseased with the Ifeprosy of innate depravity^ 
Isaiah i. G. Their lives exhibit the most flagrant offenee$ against a 
holy and a just God, Psalm Iviii, 3.— ^Isaiah xlviii. 8.-7-liii. 6. Yea, 
their very best productions are as filthy rags^ Isaiah Ixv. 6. Who 
then can receive this tfestimpny of human degeneracy and reflect up- 
Vol, l.—NoU. Q . ' 
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on the ancient lowe of Hitp who upon a foresigbt of such evR made 
the most ample provision in the Person of Christ, and npt exclaim 
with holy astonishment; *' What is man that thou shouide«t nufguify 
him? and that thou slionldes( set thine heart upon him? And that 
thou shouidcst visit him every morning, and try him every moment)^' 
Job vii. 17, 18. \f\u\e the love of thp Father in the election of per- . 
sons so debased, calls forth our admiration, even so the ipfinite com« 
passion of Him who biecame the sanetifier of such ; and while the 
steps he took to accomplish this wx>rk proved the power of the maK- 
dy, and the insufficiency of mere human instruments to remove it. 
He by suffering without the gate, so fully purged our sins — 'Washiiig 
away the ^ith of the . daughter of Zion — ^thereby rendering ber un^ 
spotted, and demonstrating the perfection and sufficiency of his one 
/offering, Heb. x. 14. 

. ^ 

Oh I the heights, the depths of grace, shining with meridian blaze | 
Here the sacred records shew, sinners black, but comely too. 

.O how great is the mystery of love in Christ; we sinned, but Jesns 
4ied : we brake the law. He emlured its penalty : our sins calied 
atoud for wrath, and He that wrath removed, having made peace 
through the blood of His Cross, Col. i. 20. Om Him cur nns were 
iaidf Isaiah liii. 6. and from our sins we are now washed, 1 Cor. vi. 
11. — ^Titus ii. 14. — Rev. i. 5. Thus we prove Jesus to be the sanc- 
iilier of His people ; and that we fcuight entertain the most exalted 
ideas of this fact, St. Paul says. If the blood of bulls and of goats. 
And the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the 
pmrifyingof the ftesh: How much more shall the blood of Christ, 
.who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, 
porge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God ? 
Hab. ix. 18, 14. 

HaTing considered the sanetifier, let us proceed to the persons 
jBanbtified. They — ^the npns — His brethren — the heirs of salvatkm, 
jspoken of in the Ci>rmer chapter; who were sanctified 1st, from ever- 
lasting when chosen and set apcurt by God the Father, Jude i. God 
sanctified the seventh day, setting it apart for himself above every 
olher, G«n. ii. 3. Ood aLso in the same sense sancti6ed the Taber- 
nacle and all its furniture, £xod. xxx. 22 to 29. So in the fullest 
extent of the expression He hath sanctified or separated his elect 
from ihe nations 9f the parth, of whom he says, '* This people have 
I formed far myself they shall shew forth my praise^ Isa. xliii. 21. 
— 2dly, They were sanctified when ^sus suffered without the gate, 
Heb. xtii. 12. and by virtue thereof are viewed in him as pardoned, 
justified, accepted, perfect, complete, unblameabl«, and unrfeprova- 
ble in God^s, sight ; yea, they are even now accounted so holy, that 
Xks Jesus is so aris they in this world, 1 John tv. 17. — 3dly, They are 
jsanetified manifestly when called and separated from the nnawakenr 
^d; not sanctified in self, nor by reason of their exertions, or im* 
prov^em.cnits, since that which is born of ihefiesh is fleshy John lii. 6^ 
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and id&ny yoars after his cbn version St. Paul said, I see another 
lavtr in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bnn|;« 
ing me i^ito cap^vity to the law of sin which is in my mL>mbers, Rom. 
Tii. 23. By tte sanctiHcatton of the blessed Spirit, we are doubdesa 
to undetstand his purifying and regenerating work in the saints, as 
Explained in 2 Thess. ii..l3. " We are bound to give thanks alway 
to Ood for you» brethren, beloved of the Lord, because God hath 
from the beginning chosen you to solvation thrmigh sancti/ication of 
the Spirit and belief of the truth .'^ Afrd in Titus ili. 5. this sancti- 
iication is cdled the wkshing of regeneration, and renewing of the 
Holy Ghost ; and by our Great Master in his famous discourse with 
Nicodemus, it is called a birth; and such is the necessity of this 
change, that '' Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God," John iii. 5. But where this 
new birth is manifest, there is a meetness for the presence of God 
and communion with God; resultingJProm the gracious ifihabittftioa 
of the Spirit, promised in £zek. xi. 19. attended with the remoVal of 
a stony heart, and accompanied with* an heart of flesh, the hidden 
man of the heart, 1 Pet. iii. 4. which is not visible to, or known by 
l^e worlds 1 John iii. 1. the inward man^ 2 Cor. iv. 16. renewed day 
by day, according to the perpetual operations of the Holy Ghost, the' 
well springing up into everlasting lite, and the new man created ia 
righteousness, in opposition to the old man, which is shap^ned itf 
iniquity. (To be Concluded.} 



To the Editor c^ the Spiriiual Magazine. 

' Mr. Editor, 

Having this day met with ]^umber d of your work, I desire to^ 
express my great satisfaction at it contents. Gospel truth in a; 
Gospel^ spirit are in vain looke^ for in many other mon:thly wor^s^ 
and therefore- 1 have quite giveti them up. Professorls of the .Gospel 
seem to have become ashamed of its most precious truths', and none 
more so than many preachers and writers. — With sincerity I wish 
you success, and if you think the foHawi&g thoughts wortli' notice, 
please to give them insertion. 

HUMBLE THOUGHTS ON LOFTY SUBJECTS, 

Called, and chosen, and faithful, Rev. tvii. 14. \ 

In these few, but precious and comprehensive words, we have the 
grand privileges and characteristio marks of the highly favoured 
people of God. Not stated it is true in the order in which they 
occur, for here as in some other places the lofty stile of Scripture 
seems nobly to disdaiin that attention to precedence, &c. whieh so 
much ob^ina among mcQ. But that the Lord has an established 
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courff^ ia^ j^ture, by whtph his, pper^Mioas are regulate()> i» |i 'ferj 
generally receiFed truth, and that in his gracious works for and upoa 
his cho$en people, he is pleased to act; by a predeteripined plan, tiz, 
bis everlasting, purpose and decree, is very evident to all, whose in-^ 
formation on this subject has been received from the efficacious and 
infallible teaching, iinotipn, and power, pi God tba^pirit, who only 
teacbeth to profit. That the wbple.Qhurch we^e <^osen to salvc^tion 
before the world was^ and that all the members of Christ's mystieal 
body ^were pjed^stinated to be conformed to his image, that is, to be 
the subjecjbs of the Iloly Spirit's regenerating influence, and new- 
creating power ,*are truths clearly and repeatedly taught in Scripture; 
and it is shocking .to see them denied, abused, and vilified as they 
are by maiKy public teachers, who are thus Vainly fighting against 
Qod: but they whp truly know themselves, know also, that nothing 
less j;han the invincible energy and powerful demonstration of God's. 
Spirit can effectually convince the dark and benighted judgment' of 
fallen pan, of their truth, their- necessity, and their value. The 
saints wjsre thus chosen to life before time, and in time, yea, at the 
set lime, a^e called. to, the enjoyment of, these. privileges by the power 
of^the Spirit* agreeable to Gal. iv. 6. — ^Acts ,:jviii.. 48, &c. This is. 
that calling spoken of and foretold by our blessed Lord, John v. ;2d. 
and is extended to all that were given to the Saviour to redetim ; in- 
deed, calling and all other blessings are regulated by election, the 
one being the measure of the other — see Rom. viii. 30. The mercy 
of God provided an Infinite satisfaction on behalf of his Church, and 
magnified his justice in the work of Immanuel; and justice being 
satisfied, requires the liberation of all those who were previously its 
lawful captives. ..It is then a calling to the glorious liberty of the 
Children of God, from a state of bondage to the curse of a bipkea 
law ;^ it is a calling to a holy delight in Gid, as th^God of salvation^ 
purity, and peace, frgm the love* of transgressipn and the dominion 
of iniquity ; and it is a calling tp all that is pleasing and acceptable) 
in the sight of God, from the servile and debasing slavery of sin and 
Satan. It js a caUing^from selfrdepends^ce to a trust in the arm of 
the Lord; from self-righteousness to the imputed righteousness of 
Christ; in one word, it is a being feelingly and experimentally cr-uoi- 
fied with Christ, and living by the power of God ; all whiph is enjoy- 
ed as the divine Spirit operates upon the soul. 

^ This calling springs from eternal love,' and certainly leads to eter- 
nal glory, for it is an imparting of spiritual life, which jf the word.of 
God be true, can- never die. Divine power commences the work, 
and divine trjuth is pledged for its completion; and thus it is tl^atthe 
saints of God 'are faithful. They are faithful because they are "borrt 
again of incorruptible seed," they are faithful because they are "kept 
by the power of God, thrpugh faith unto salvation," they are faithlui 
because *« God is faithful, by whom they were called..^ How «wfiil 
then, as well as distressing is it to think, that the reiverse of all this 
should be taught and insisted upon, as it is very generally in the 
present day— it is no less than open rebellion against God, for it ii 
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fest^kfg unbelief^ aiid saying thai tke preeio«s prenrises <^6ocl% 
word are but empty sounds not to be depended upaii« it. is ikm. 
Work of Satan to lead us tt) discredit the word of G«d.^ — Alas !• that - 
any who profess to be the servants of the God of trulh: should ikvm 
join issue with the father of lies. — ^But Oh ! ye weak and tremUag^ 
soulsv who stand amazed, at the sight of your own poHutioii an# 
weakness, regard them not; You* Shepherd i» Jeho'vsab. . Yove 
Savior is Almighty. Your Keeper is the Lord GU>d Oamipotatt.^ 
And until^the wisdom, truth, or power of the AlmigHty*t:an iaii, y«v 
haye no cause to fear. The empty caTtl that is daily madeagactrak. 
this glorious doctrine, viz. ^'that it leads to carelessness andMMi^ 
security" is^ scarcely worth a reply* Those who nvake this obyeetiov 
plainly evince that they are strangers to this grace of God, or ihefi 
would'know that ithaid a direct contrary effect; Let the bl<Kid<- 
faoughl and quickened fanodiy of the Lord be asked, >wheH it is* the^r 
feelmost devoted to his service ? . most anxious for his glor^f or- 
most ready to spend and be spent in his cause ? They wiH reply wi<||t 
one heart and voice, it is- when we most deeply feel our obligatioas t^ 
electing love, to effectual grace, and to persevering poWer. It t«P 
their love of holiness, wiiich is the element of their new and spiritual' 
natore, 'tis their gratitude to their gracious Savioir which teach tbemi 
to asj>ire to noble deeds; and only such motives as these, are 9ccepthf 
able in the ' sight of God, May he keep the feet ^f his saints, and» 
preserve tbem blameless unto the .coming of the» Lord Jesus Christ** 
Yea," he will. — Faithful is he who callieth us, who alsa will* do it^ 
Thesa. v. 24. Amen--Hallelujah 1 

GruMtkmi, 2Sd June, 1824. . Jt. T. 



. \ -' Zb fJbe Editor of the Spiritual Magazines 
REPLY TO QUERY ON IffAiAH XXXV. 1. 

However proper it may be, agreeably to your remark, Mr. EditbiV^ 
that £lihud, or kny one so enquiring of your Correspondents their 
interpretation of God's word, should mention their design- therein; ' 
or first give their own views of such passages as they wish eiiplain* 
ed; without such preliminary, I venture attempting, in dependance 
on thd»>Holy Spirit's h^H), to deliver a few thoughts on the passage- 
enqaired about in Isaiah xxxv. 1. And doing it in the fear oP 
the Lord, I feeV regardless of any use thftt may be made of it' by^ 
speculists, should any one under improper influence have proposed ' 
the subject for consideration, or be inclined to any misuse of its dis- 
cussion. The word of God is of infinite worth and purity, and will 
stand all trial fifdm an'y arid every quarter ; yea, ' t^ill shine tlte- 
brighter the more its infinite value is put to the test in any sense or 
byanymean^, whether by men or devils; and that because the God' 
of truth is its holy and divine author. 
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Isfti&h xxxT. 1.- The wilderness aiid the solitary place shall 'W 
glad for them : and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose.' 

The rich' and infinite fulness of grace contained in the sacred word' 
of God, with the wisdom, grandeur, and glory accompanying it, and' 
discovered to the spiritual mind under the enlightening of' the H0I5* 
Ghost, surpasses all possible description. The subjects of if are 
an ocean over which the mind will be passing in full sail and' 
delight in Heaven to all eternity^ but will never reach the othef 
shore: and whilst here below, there is no dossibly exhausting the* 
spiritual satiety which the study of the written word affords the re->' 
newedand spiritual faculty, wherein Jehovah in the person of theMedi*' 
tor reveals Himself as the portion as well as the covenant God of 
his people. 

• Jn earliest ages this ineffable display of divine favor was known 
and enjoyed by the Church of God ; and everlasting praise to Je« 
hovah for his transcending grace, which has shone in still brighter 
lustre by its being (extended to Gentile sinners ; that even the out- 
casts among the people looking to and taking refuge in Him, in our 
day, are partakers of the same eternal life and life-giving influences 
as Isaiah and the Prophets were favored with in their's — all drink- "* 
ing of the same spiritual rock which followed them, and which follows* 
us, which is Christ. The more clear the views which saints have 
of the exalted excellencies of that glorious Person, who is the first 
of all Jehovah's thoughts and ways ; who is the Ancient of days* the * 
Lord of Hosts, the Prince of the kings of the earth, the Ldrd of life ' 
and of glory, the King of saints. Who is the Mediator of the cov^ 
nant, the Head of his body the Church, their Surety andRepresen- 
tative, their Redeemer and Saviour, on whose head are many crowns. 
The more, I say, that this gloneus-^ne was and is known, whether 
by Isaiah and the Prophets in their day or by saints in ours, the higher 
their and our notes dfadmiration, praise and adoration.' Isaiah sang 
and wrote of Him so fully, evangelically, a^d sweetly, because he 
had a glimpse of His glory granted him ; and of His glorious kingdom 
and righteous rule, with the blessings attending those who should be 
His happy subjects. 

* The testimony of Jesus is the Spirit of Prophecy : Christ is the* 
subject of all the writings of holy men of old. His redeeming his 
p.eople from sin, death and hell, was given to be seen by the Prophet 
most clearly as the fulfilment of that first grand declaration of grace, 
that the seed of the woman should bruise the Serpent's head^.*f The 
destruction of their enemies, God raised up Prophets to denounce^; 
and to declare also the far more important conquest which would be - 
obtained for his Church (and which their deliverance from temporal 
enemies and captivity strikingly set forth) by their mighty Redeemer 
Messiah, the Lord of Hosts, when he would come in the flesh, to be 
made^sin and -a curse to satisfy divine justice for the transg^ssions 
of his people, and to complete their salvation. This grand event of 
Christ's Xncarnation was therefore most earnestly looked for foy 4ie ' 
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Cbureh of old, of whose day Isaiah had a most lively and realizing 
?|ew ixk the light of faith : His advent this servant of Christ raptuvr 
pusly ^ang of; of the destruetioii of hi? and of his people's enemies, 
and of his prosperous and rigl^teous reign ; witness the 6th and 7th 
f;erse9 of the ixth Chapter, ^< For unto us a child is born, unto us a 
json is given : and the government shall be upon his shoulder : and 
}\i9 name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God; 
The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace,*' &c. 

Previously to. the appearing of Christ, the great deliverer who 
fhould come to Zion and turn away ungodliness from Jacob, the 
Church would be fouD4 >n thjs most abject and desolate state, yea» 
sitting in the shadow* of darkness and death. When this glorious 
bright and morning star; the day spring from on high; the Sun of 
everlasting Righteousness would visit her. In describing these im- 
portant contrasts the spiritual reader will perceive the sudden and 
quick transition oftentimes by the Prophet from one to the other of 
jlhese. great subjects. . ^ 

In the 33d Chapter the Prophet triumphs in the security, salva^ 
tion, and glory of Zion, which are founded on the covenant relatioa 
.of Jehovah to his Church. Jn the 22d verse he breaks, forth and 
says, S' For the Lord is our Judge, the Lord is our Lawgiver, the 
Lord' is our King, he will save us :" and closes with a description of 
the blessedness of Zion's inhabitant. The ^tb Chapter contains an. 
awful detail of the destruction which should fall on the Edomites 
and other Nations-^enemies of the. Church of Christ. Then, as 
)iayipg dwelt sufficiently on that subject, and the one prevailing 
vbich principally occupied the Prophet's mind, in a joyous extasy 
.commences the 3dth Chapter with the words under our present notice, 
*fThe wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them, and 
the desert shall blossom as the rose:" which. words are full, yea, 
overflows with real Gospel-grace, joy, and rejoicing. 

I would first beg to remark, that some translate the passage ''The 
wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad : the desert shall 
lllossom ns the rose;" omitting the words '* for them," as. supple- 
mentary ; the inserting them, however, which may be done, does not 
at. all introduce, any difficulty injto the Spiritual sense: But the 
" them" has by no means for its antecedent the nows in the 15th 
▼erse of the preceding Chapter as. Elihud thinks it possibly might 
have. The subject there is completely at present out of sight by the 
Prophet in this and the following verse, and the antecedent of the 
^f them" will be found in the 3dd Chapter, in which those are rcfferred 
to. who would be the. inhabitants of Zion when recovered from her 
deeply afflicted state, and subsequently to that great deliverance 
ivhicb should be wrought for her, ftrst temporal and then Spiritual-— * 
ID their emancipation from Babylonish Captivity, and when lion's Re? 
deemer and King, the Messiah, would appear in the flesh agreeably 
to his Covenant engagements, and wofk oUt the salvation- of. iiis 
Church by His own Almighty arm. — Or the pronoun ** them" may 
he considered as having its relation to th^ ** ransomed of the Lord," 
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iBtiielOili Terse of tins Chapter, i>fwhoarit is said, they '^ shall 
«etiirn aad coiue to Zion with songs, aod ererlasting joy upon tbeir 
Jiaeads: > they shaU obtain joy and giadaess, and sorrow aiid sigbing 
chall flee. away." 

/ The desolated state of Jerusalem and Zion lay heary on the mind 
«f the £Eutbftil : witness the mournful pleading in the 64th chapter oC 
)Kys Prophecy, lOyth verse,, " Thy holy cities are a wilderness, Zion 
is a wilderness, Jerusalem. a desolation ;" but in the exercise of faitb, 
' mad in the prospect of a happy, revival, the Prophet lifts up his 
Toice^ ** The wilderness atod the solitary place," meaning the Church 
0fGod, " shall be glad for tliem"-^shall be gladjor their (the Jews) 
return from the Bixbyhuish Captivity ; and m their prosperity, whick 
fif^guied the far greater deliverance which would be wrought for 
'the Church from her.. spiritual, enemies; and her consequent great 
spiritual prosperity. — ** Shall be glad for them," that is, the wilder- 
ness and solitary place. would be made glad by them in.- the great ac- 
cession to the Church and City of the living God, when Jerusalem 
4Biiould be again inhabifced abundantly, both. by man and beast, and 
the fulness of the Gentiles be brought in. 

' The wilderness ami the solitary .place, are here made persona?, 
And are said to be gladdened by their joyful inhabitants, as in Qhap^ 
ter Ixv. 18. wherein the Lord promises to " Create Jerusalem a re- 
joicing, and her people a joy;" — not merely, to render them joyful, 
but '* a joy" in the abstract. 

: : And tliat the pronoun *' them" can have no allusion or reference 
to the noisome/ offensive, and desolating creatures in the ifith verse 
•f the preceding chapter is clear, from the after clause of this 1st 
verse, and the following one, both being inseparably connected* 
and discover to us the grand and giorions cause of the ^piritu&l 
prosperity and joy of the Church and its inhabitants : '< They shall 
see the glory of the Lord^ and the excellency of our God" — <rf 
King Messiah who is the glory of the Lord, and the Lord of Glory ; 
and the Church's glory, crown; and excellency: She has none 
but what she has in HIM, and from Him. In the .Lord-Re- 
deemer, Saviour, righteousness, strength, life and joy of his Church, 
are found her perfection, beauty> crown of rejoicing, and everkst- 
log aH. * 

; The transcendent Spiritual fulness of these words is better con- 
ceived of than can be expressed by th^ Spiritual mind, however 
elevated. * 

Elihad seems to be aware of this, and I pray that he may be in- 
creasingly acquainted therewith, under that avointing from the Spirit 
of God^ who only can enlighten into the ineffable glory of Christ's 
Person, His kingdom and righteous rule and reign ; and the happy 
etate of those who through grace are made His subjects.' 

London, iSth Jufy, 1824. • . • Yours in tbe Gospel. 

'..-.. Z, 
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The Unseen Wdrldand State Opened to the Intellectual Faculty, and . 
Spiritual Mind, suited to suck intuitive apprehensions as may he 
formed, thereof from the written Word of God. In which are re- 
corded various appearances of the Lord God, realised in sights of 
Him — 1» Visions, Dreams, Itaptures, Trances, such only as are 
Related in the Old and New Testament, S^c, By Samuel Eyles 
Pherc^, l2mo, 3«. — Paris. 

This very singular and truly original Work is wholly in unison with 
the spirituality and amazing mind of the Writer : who feeling himself 
to have reached more than the age of roan asks on finishing a favorite 
work for the glory of Christ — What shall I do more — of what can I 
write, between whom and Death there is but a step? — Immediately the 
subject of thie unseen world, as a state, occurs; and all the line medi- . 
tatioos to which its leads: every page in this work contains some- 
thing excellent. The following important points are considered : 

" Of the various appearances of the Lord God, as recorded in the Scriptures* 

Of the sights some saints have been admitted to have of the Lord God. 

Of the visions recorded in the sacred word^ 

Of the supeVnatural dreams, which some have been favored with, whereby 
they have been led into some divine apprehension of the Lord God, and con- 
cerning his most holy mind and will, so as to apprehend that which they coold 
not otherwise. 

Of the raptures, by which some have been caught up into the region of the 
air ; and by one of which Paul was caught np into the thirdJ|eaven. 

On the trances recorded in the word of God/' page 21, t^ace. 

Also, ' ^ 

'^ On the rapture of Paul into Paradise, and the third heaVen ; as recorded in 
the 2nd Epistle of Corinthians. 

On the immediate, and disembodied state. \ 

On t^e new Jerusalem, or Resurrection state. 

The ultimate state, when, and where our Lord Jesus Christ, who is the blessed and 
only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords, who only hath immortality, 
dwelling in the light which no: man can approach unto, whom no man hath 
seen, nor can see, to whom be honor and power everlasting, Amen, will «hine> 
forth in his personal glory, and God in him, shall be all in all. page 29, Preface, 

The strain of thought may be inferred from the following passage, 

'< Whilst the Church remains in her regenerate state, Christ is shining forth in 
the. glories of his JVIediatorship, on her behalf, within the vail. At the removal 
of each individual of Christ's renewed members from this state of grace, he in- 
troduces' them into the unseen world, and admits to the intellectual state, and 
introduces them into the presence of his glory with exceeding joy ; as they are 
before him, he shines forth in his Mediatorial glory upon them, and into their 
intellectual minds, and fills them with'glory. To view the Church in all the 
states through which she has passed, and to view Christ, through all the states 
which he has also gone through, is a very .pleasing sight: a most precious sub- 
ject^ and well suited to a contemplative and spiritual mind. The church in her. 
pure state, before the fall, was a perfection of beauty ; Ihe church in her 
fallen state was, in her natural self, all deformity; the church in Christ, as re- 
deemed by his blood, and adorned in his righteousness, is all fair, without spot 
or wrinkle, or any such thing. The church as .possessed by the Holy Ghost, 
renewed by him, and conformed to the image of Christ, is all glorions within, 

V0L.I.—K6.4. R 
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^ - ^ ... 

hw raimlrat if of wroaight f^old: fh« church alreaily acbnitted into|;lorf. if 
traofcencleDUjr glorious in Clmst. And he is also elorious in bis Person, as the 
Son of the liymg Ood, manifest in the flesh ; he shone forth gloriously, ia the 
view of the Holy Itinity, before all worlds; he shone forth in his glory, as tlie 
bead and hufband of his church, before the JirorM was; he shone forth in his 
glorioos Suretyship engagnnents, on the behalf of his church, beibre time ; he 
9hone forth on hia church in the fulness of time, when he arose as the son of 
righteousness with healing in his beams ; he shone forth in his incarnate state, 
in all the perfection of his holiness, ri|rhteousneft, and sacrifice^ he shiiles from 
heaven, in the full virtue and perfection of his mediatorial work, and offices; 
be shines forth on the saints m the state of glory, with all the glory of his 
Mediatorial Person and work; so that' in thetr intellectual faenltiesy the 
Mediatorial glories of Christ's Person, are so fully realised, that be dweUeth in 
tiiem thereby. I have, to the best of my light and ability, endeavored to set 
forth, the intermediate state, which disembodied faints enter hpon at death : 
nay the Lord shine upon the attempt, if it please him. 

The saints are with Christ; they see Christ; they enjoy Christ; they have 
communion with Christ; they also have communion with each other; they are 
all filled with the fulness of God ; yet they are to descend from where they now 
are, and enter with' Christ into the New Jerusalem .^tate. This will be the 
s*bject oi the next pap^r ; the Lord bless it. Amen." page 102^403. 

We fefer to the Book itself as presenting a rich field of sai&ti^d 
Realities over which the spiritual miod may wander with delight — we 
say wander, fbf truly the subject ia so dazsling, and the sentkneBts 
ire so bold that the mind occasionally reek, either as questioning its 
grounjl, or as overwhelmed with its new prospects. We may justly 
reel awed by the age and venerable honors of the Writer, or we 
should venture w say thatt in discussions so very singi^ar there is 
lionie danger of aberration from scriptura;! aimlysis, arising from the 
eccentricity of the subject and the comparatively little light which from 
divine usvektionr falls on some of its points. Bat the very atudy en- 
larges the mind. The mtrej^d and bold aseent to these Andes of 
Theology — or rather to this sacred Nebo of holy anticipation excites 
8 suitable snpertority to the plain — and a scriptural: ambition in God's 
time to depart and be with Christ. — Even the Grapes of Eschol will 
ttot satisfy him who ias already in faith reclined beneath the bowers 
^f bliss with angels and glorified saints : and the lower world is poor 
indeed in his estimation who has had one look into Paradise. 

the Duties and Temper of ihe Chtistian Shepherd. A Sermon 
Preached at ihe Parieh Church of St. Mary, Islington, on Sunday 
Jufy 11, 1824, on Occasion of being indacted into the Vicarage of 
thai Church. By Daniel Wilson', M. A. 8w. 1«.— Wilson. 

We have no doubt that Mr. Wilson will find enough to try his 
'' temper" in the new field of his "Duties/* For though many will 
hail him with exceeding joy as a Christian Shepherd, yet there are 
others, with whom he will have to do, who consider the views he 
Esteems scriptural to be hateful in the extreme. Islington has of late 
been the scene of Church contention and pariah lampoon : and in the 
comparative quiescence of the neighbourhood, from the termiilation of 
the late suit, the new Vicar comes in under circumstances emphatical 
if uot favomble i the tumults which have exhaust^Miexnselves kave 
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fbe Parif hionm at more leisure to regard him« an^ his Boyiciate 
amongst them ; and we heartily wish they may be wise enough t<^ 
yalue correctly his inteDtions. 

The Sermon is from 1 Peter v. 2, 3/ '^ Fee^ th(e flock of God :whic)| 
fs amongst you, taking the ovc;rsight thereof, P^ by constraint but 
Willingly • not tor filthy lucre, but of a readv mind ; neither as being 
lords over God*s heritage, but being ensamples to the flock.'' It treatf 
on the Cure of Souls a? the most important, honpirable and diificult o^ 
duties — primarily among these is that literally mentioned in the tfi%^ 

/'The minister is not to ^et before them the nnwholcsome nptriment o^. 
htiman opInioDs, pr tlie dogmas which may happen to be fashionable "in his own 
age. He ih not to propose dpubtfal notions, subtle refinements, critical dii- 
qoisittons; or affected novelties/ He is not to dwell principally on topics of 
natural religion, of barren ethics, or merely mor^ suasion. He is not to detail 
sabordinate pointp of Scripture truth, or make OYerstatements on the facraments^ 
and oatward rites of Christianity, or present a confirsed and dangerous mixture 
bf the law and the Oospel. All this would be to starve and pofson, not to feed^ 
the flock. But he is to 9et before thehi those plain, solid, undoubtful, and most 
wholesome truths of God's word by which they voAy be nourished to everlasting 
^alvation: and he Mu^t propound these truths wit|iont change, without fewr^ 
witliout concealment, without addition, withont'mntilation ^ in the proportion 
and for t^e ends in which they lie in the inspifred volume.'* p. t,^. 

The Preacher states the " humiliating*'.doctrine of Man's depra- 
vity, &e. and refers to Articles (of the Church of E^igland) IX and X, 
hence he proceeds to the blessed Doctrine of ^ipovery by Jesuif 
Christ. ' . 

"^ O voice of terror an4 compassion littered, in prophftic vision/ by the di? 
vine majesty^ ' Awake, O sword; ilgainst my Shepherd, against the man that is 
ny fellow, aaith the Lord of hosts !' O astonishing and boundless love of onif 
heavenly Fatlter, in tlie completion of this prophecy, when be *• spared not his 
own Son, bnt delivered him itp fqr us all !' O mysterious isnd matchless pity oi 
the Son of Ood himself to stand in our place,' to endure odr puni^ment, to ex- 
piate our guilt, tfS suffer and die as th^ heavenly Shepherd for his lost, sinful, 
helpless flock I" page 10. < . % ^ 

We cannot quite understand th^ following sentences which occu* 
inpkgell, 

" We propose offers of salvation to every human being. Vfe rsise men £ron| 
the ruins of the fall." ^ ' , . . . . -^ -^ 

Mr. Wilson appears not to know that the verb to offer is in sucl^ 

!»sssages corrupted from its old fasbioqed meaning in our ianguage« 
still retained among mechanics <&c.) which was. to exhibit — to hold u|i 
to be Idoked at. Sec. After this is stated the necessity of the; 
Holy Spirit's agency. The obligation of gpod works is next 
noticed. The who^e is exceedingly dry and common place, and so 
puch below the opportunity, th^t we should account for it by refer^ 
itig to the illness of the Author, were it not thai illness and sorrows 
^f every kind do but render certain doctrines and an experimentaif 
^ vein of thinfa^ng -and spea(kin|^more precious, and less likely one 
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would think to elude the grasp of a godly miaister. The less 
public duties of a Minister of Christ are also well st&ted ; and we are 
told that his temper should exhibit activity, disinterestedness, and 
gentleness, in opposition to indolence, avarice, and tyranny. 

The style of the Sermon is good: the great languor and weakness 
of the preacher would account for its not being eloquent : for Demos- 
thenes himself couldmiot hbve been vehement in such a state of bo- 
dily weakness — nor even Cicero brilliant; yet Mr. Wilson has powers 
of no ordinary character, which might have carried him, bad he 
labored as a scientiiic man for their iqiprovement, (o a high degree 
of eminence even as an Orator. A natural hesitation in tUe tnidst of 
his sentences is a great drawback upon the effect of his Addresses ; 
but he possesses a fine understanding with uncommon energy of 
thought : but too much of the public caresses, together with the 
absence of that stimulus whi6h more necessitous men have felt have 
left him contented with an elegant mediocrity of station in the scale 
of pulpit excellence, who might perhaps have ra!nked amongst the 
first men ot whom our Church (as a question only of talent and orato- 
rical accomplishment) could have boasted. 

Nothing is so ruinous, in this relation, to a young minister of 
rising talents as to become the leader of a party, to be praised, to be 
courted, to be invited, to be taken to this and to that public meet- 
ing, &c. &c. thus his attention is distracted, his time is pasted: he 
acquires a technical sang-frojd — 9 readiness of speaking /without 
fore-thought : Sabbath day comes : he must fiH th^ Pulpit : he is no( 
duly prepared — but the croud admire him : he becomes slovcfnly in 
his compositions ; yet here and there a happy extemporaneous bit 
disintangles him from his difficulty : he learns to become less depen- 
dent on study : his Sermons are poor and tamo — alas ! alas ! how 
few mea have the fine feeling even of Pagan Critics who deemed 
nothing done well which might have been done better. 

Oiir Resfders will not wonder at our remarks assuming this bias ; 
for though the Sermon of Mr. Wilson may be considered good 
according to the general current of Evangelical Sermons in the 
present day, yet U does not even profess to toucl^ on matters of 
experience, much less on the deep things of God. 

The concluding passage may be considered the best : 

^ This, indeed, is the high end of oar ministry^ to bring yon anto Christ the- 
good Shepherd, and to feed.yoa in his sacred pastnres. This will be tlie desire 
of my heart, thai every soul in thU vast parish may return to the. fold, and enter 
in and be saved. This -wiU be the chief aim of all my. labors, to nourish yoi^ 
with < the food that endures to everlasting life.' The sum of all I shall preach 
will be < that great Shepherd wlio was foroaght agaiin from the dead through the 
blood of the everlasting covenant.' 1'he snm of ^11 X shall |»r6claim will, l^ that 
exu1|)erant grace, Which can heal a|l maladies of the so^V and restore it to 
pardon and peace. The snm of all I shall inculcate will be, that ' holiness with- 
out which no man shall see the Lord.' And do thou vonchsafe to * hear, O thoa 
Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a flock;' do thou ' shine forth, 
thou that dwellest between the chernbim^.!' do thou vonchsafe unto us, both 
ininister and people, such a measiu-e of/^by grace and Holy Spirit, that we may. 
ail be gathered into thy fold, and follow ' thy ways ; so that when thou shalt ap- 
pear again at the last solemn judgment. We may be " partakers of thy glor^i* 
and receive that crown of righteousness which fadeth not away !" page SO, 3^, 
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', the very fin'est feature of the text, ** The flock of God/' and which 
might have led to many precious considerations, is nearly if not en- 
tirely overlooked in the Sermon. Most of those things iivhich are 
stated liiighi have been taken for granted, or sufficiently noticed m % 
single paragraph. It will be said howeVer that the occasion demand- 
ed- the omission of these doctrinal and experimental points and the 
ifuJi statement of local duties. Did Mr. Romaine think so when he 
delivered his probationary Sermon at Blackfriars ? yet did he not 
manage to state the duties of the Pastor in the moist affecting manner. 
A prospect which may be cold in itself becomes rich when viewed 
through a warm medium. 

If the Preacher had taken Christ and his Cross for the subject, the 
rays of light which would have darted forth on all sides from this ^ 
central object would have illustrated every ciix;umjacent question* 
whether of duty, doctrine, or sentiment : but for the want of that solar 
fire the whole has the coldness without indeed the clearness even of 
a moonlight scene. He has taken other ideas, and feebly brought 
Christ to theni, instead of taking that glorious theme, that splendid 
Cross, which imperiously draws all other objects to its feet, and 
throws light and glory upon them all. 

For many years past the Old Church in Islington has been admired 
for its Internal beau ty-^its majestic Organ, - excellently performed by 
an accomplished Musician ; but it has wanted the one thing needful. 
We rejoice in the introduction of. the neiy Vicar, but earnestly pray 
)bat he may be lead into still clearer views of expeiimental truth. ^ 

Jjessons from the Holy Scriptures, . as used in the Sunday-Sehoatp 
established in the Parish of Charles, in Plymouth, called the 
JSousehold of Faith, By Bobert Hawker, D. D. Vicar of the Parish^ 

This excellent little Work for Sunday and other Schools we heartily 
recommend': and we believe that every School in the Empire 
would be the better for it. The work consists .of Lessons from 
Scripture generally about five or six copious verses : then follows 
little chapters of observations upon what has been read — these how« 
ever are to be given in an audible voice by Seholars of different ranks 
in the school: and the nature of the remarks is analogous with the age 
or proficiency of the Reader. The Rev. Author GOndescends even to 
the questions of modulation, accent, emphasis, &c. 

^ I hav« found more difficaUy in this part of the system of education, than hi 
anyol^er whatever, ip almost .aIl'S<jiool8,. there is a~ general disposition to 
monotony. When children read in classes, and go through the lessons alter* 
nately, in a* way of what is called verdng; the note which tl|e elder scholar 
happens to strike off with, will be sure to be echoed through the whole class — 
as horses in a team follow their leader. And from custom, this at length be* 
comes so habitual, that even, when advanced in learning, the tone is seldom 
wholly lost. I have known sqme children, in the highest classes, so perfect hi 
their lessons, as not to miss a word, or speak it incorrectly: and yet, u'om nsinr 
no cadence, when they had finished, they might very properly have been asked; 
wheUier they had designee) to cin^, or read their lesson P" page 3^ rrefyct. 
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It is in vaiji to make many quotations ; for every pagd in the wprk 
should be rca<jl: yet, at the risk of encroaching on the limits of the 
Heviewy we will ^ive ^his one, which we take promiscuously : the 
wkpi^, though fitted foi' children^ woiild be an acceptable appendage 
to the pillow of a dying saittt. . ' ' 

^ Secondly :-— What grace, yea, what exceeding ri<»hes of grace, hath God io 
pm Trinity of Pertons manifested, in thus going fi>rth in acta of creation ? Not, 
at bath already been shewn, to add to his greatness ; for that is impossible : bat^ 
t9 call into eustence, and to raise np innumerable l^gs, to make them hsppy : 
jbot that Ood might receive, but that Ood might give I Not to bring to the 
' ocean of his own blessedness, which is already too ^11 to have more ; but to im- 
party and by emulations from himself, ' to open his hand' (as the scriptnrei 
feantlfnlly express it,) * and satisfy the desires of every living thing,' Psm. 
exlT. IS. And lastly, ta add no more. It is not the smallest consideration in 
tins blissful subject; that Ood should have graciously condescended to make a 
irevelation of these divine acts, and by the scriptures of inspiration, bring his 
iNBopl^ acquainted with the divineintentioo, and his holy will tor tiieir happiness. 
We are told, that when at the creation, the Lord Ood had finished the heatent^ 
fpdthe earth, ami all the host of tiieni; * the morning stars .sang together, and 
all ihfi sons of Odd shouted for joy, Job xxxviii. 8. And how ought our aatare 
in thepersons of the Lord!s chosen, ndio are thereby bronffht into a nearer union 
and affinity with Qod, than the angels ; to stand as ' on the sea Ofglatfr, having 
the harps of Ood t and to sing the song of Moses, the servant of Ood, and the 
•sng of the lamb) saying^ gre^t, and marvellous are thy works, Lord Ood At 
ml^ty : just and true are thy ways, then King of Saints," Rev^ xy. 2, 8. pagef 

14,16. •;.••-...- 

the Sigh$ of the Poor, and the Cries of the Needy ; witi a few Souj^m 
for this liberated Citizens of Zion, being Original Bynkno and 
Poems on Various Su^ects, by Samnel Cheffius, piice Is. — BaynesI 

Blessed be God for some more of the Songs of Zion in a strange 
knd. * These speak the pure language of Canaan : and any Collec- 
tion of Hymns arranged fDr B congregation mi^ht be much enriched 
by procuring; the permission of the Author to insert these, We nee^ 
loproof insert only the following specimens: * " 

THE SECURE DWELLINO-PL4CE. 

Hail ! Jesus full of truth imd gracey 
Ordain'd of old our dwelling-place ; 
In.thee ten thontandbeautieA shkie c-^ 
, Shew me thy countenance divinet 

'- Long time I sought a dwelfittg^place, 

. Nor ever thought upon thy graces 
But vainly sought, by works, to gain 
A rest from aUsny sm and pain. 

I strove and vowM, and strove again. 
Hoping at length X should obtain 
A rest, where I might safelV dwells 
Secure from allthe rage of bell: 

But still I felt the guilt of sin ; 
I could' not vrash the leper clean : 
The la^ did all my works condemn, 
Nor suffered me to rest in them. ' 
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CHftrST EXALTED. 

t^ome saints, exalt the 01o];ioas Maii» 
Who finished God's redemption pUOf 
And bought vs with His blooa ; 
Who bore our corse upon the tree^ 
And purchased us a liber^r, - 
Fron all the wrath of God; 

A Ubifiyy ifrhich frees from sin, 
And proves to us oar interest in 
Jehovah's Covenant love ; 
A Uberiy from endless pain, 
A liberty, with Him to reign, - 
On glory's heights 'above. 

Then let our tbamkfot songs sseend, - « 
To God the Son, (the sinner's Triend,) 
To God the Father too ; 
To God the Holy Ghost no less, 
Who deigns His Church on earth to^ bless; 
And guide them, safely through. 
Nottingham, 
June 1824. T. A, 



THE' HAPPY MAK. 

Oh 1 happy m»i| who ta«|^t by saving grac6 
The blessedness of calling Christ his oy;n. 
Can trace his union to the sacred Thre^, 
And vrith a gospel light and hope can sing 
Of separation from Qie world and sin: 
Living by faith upon the Son ofMim, 
Claiming God's promises an made to* liini, 
Viewing the Covenant, first plan'd in Innven, 
Then ratified by Jesus'^ blood, and sealed 
By Jesus* death ; secnriug heaven, 
And everlasting hapyiness, and peace^ 
No condemnation, and eternal bliss* 
No separation from the love of God, 
Through Jesus' merits to his helpless soul. 
Wrapt up in Jesus' everlasting love. 
He daily holds sweet intercourse with heaven. 
. Burning with gratitude and heavenly love, 
He by his waSS and conversation proves 
That he has been with Jesus. Love for sotds^ 
And zeal for Jesus' gloiy urges on 
To mighty deeds in Zion's martial plains. 
Armed with the gospel he defies 
Tlie devil's rage ; and constant war maintahM 
With all the legions of the lower world : 
Proclaims eternal warfare with his sins 
And vile corruptions dwelling in his breast. 
And through the strength of^ Jesus power he fights. 
And overcomes, and conquers all. 

In alibis dealings with the sons of men 
His moral excellence resplendent shines. 

And when his Father ealls hie socA away 
From earth, to dlwl with him. in emUesS' day, 
He gladly bidff fareweli to all IbehMr ; 
His spirit borne on AmgeYs vnngsr to besvei^ 
He stands complete in Jesus' riniteoasness 
Before hia Facer's throne i and shares that bUsa 
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Prepared for bim before all worlds befrait. 
> No Bins, nor doubts, nor fears anoy his soiil, 
But all is perfect bliss, and all is perfect love. 

Harrvw on tke kiUy T. K. fL 

May 19, 1824. 

CHRIST, THE BELIEV£&'S RESt- 

Ob, why ray tottl art thoo cast down. 
And in thy spirit thus opprest ; 
Heaven ia thine eternal crown. 
Then ^rize it as thine only nat. 

Think it ndt strange below to meet 
The thorns that oft has saints distrest. 
Thou mnftt have bitter with the sweet 
To prove this world is not thy re$t. 

All tttiqgt beneath the sun are vain. 
Frail shadows at the very best; 
The mote thou seek the lesf then gain. 
All prov^ that tiiis is not thy rttt. 

Oh, for that sweet, that heavenly mind 
That can alone my heart divest. 
Of all thaf s empty as the wind. 
And lead me to thy sacred rest. 

Its found alone in Jesus' love. 
Attending to that sweet request; 
Set thine affections firm above. 
For Chritt is thine eternal rest. 

Upward my soul then take thy flight. 
By faith repose in Jesus* breast ; 
For He's thine hope in darkest night. 
And He thy sweet iiiicAaiigtn^ rest. 

Reviving grace my Lord impart, 
Iiet me each rising sin detest ; 
Relying on thy living heart, 
My rock, my refuge, and my rest, 

Xet me no more on dust recline. 
How e'er so soft the downy nest ; 
Bu^ unto thee O Lamb divine. 
Return and find an encless resC, 
JUnion. S. O. L. 



THE DYING CHRISTIAN TO HIS SOUL. 

When thm ptasnt through the waters I win be with thee, 
and ihriugh the rivers, they shaU not overflow thee^ ifc. Isa. 
xliii.2. 

Hvk my soul, here's Angel's coming 

T'o encamp around thy bed. 

Peaceful messengers from Canaan, 

Softly round thy pillow tread. 

To convey thee in an instant 
"When the joyful sijgnal's given. 
From a world of sin and sorrow. 
To the blissful port of heaven. 

Is it«ot a bed of roses ? 
Can it death be said to die ? 
Gently then dissolve the union. 
Separate the mortal tie. 

Blest Ferryman no longer tarry, 
Ready make thy wondrous oars, 
For I lanquish to be over, 
' Put me from these mortal iborcf > W, H* 
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^hereare Three thai hear rec&rdiM, hiaven, the FatiI gr 
M^ WoRDt and the Holy Ghcist* John vw t;. 

Contend Mtnestly for the faith once delivered to the 
suintsi Jude 3, 



HEFRESHMENT FOR FAINTING 80ULS- 

t will give unto him that is athirst, of thB/akntain of IJ^ 
water oflifefreehf^ Rev. xxi* 6* , > 

AMONG Ihe many proofs of the degraded state of buimin iiatM^ 
through Adam's transgressiotay one is, the hisatiable thirst of mi^ 
aftcft the polliited waters ot worldly pleasure ; for this is a strong 
feature of character in ev^ry carosil mind. However diffeif^ntty 
circum^tahced itl life,-^hoiirever swkyed by differient passiotis>^an4 
however pursuing diffdirent objects/ yet the propensity is th^ same 
in aii men*, to expect a satisfaction from the world, which the worfd 
can never furnish. And nolwithstfinding the distippointed hopes of 
past generatio«s» admonish them of the folly, and the word' of God 
reproves them at every step they take, in the vain pursuit* still tKe 
same delir&im remains, the same fever continues to mgie ; and the 
dduded iii0r^l is determined to quench his thirst at waters^ whic&, 
though ihey may for a moment seem to satisfy, .in fact tend only to 
bereave the disease, which they were never designed to remove. 

The coiIstUution of the human miiid i^ such, that nothing withm 
the reach df man's withered arm* cai^ever fdUy satisfy his desires ; 
yet, such is the bent of our poor, fallen nature, after carnal delights, 
that repeated disappointment has nc^ ^ect as to moving the desin^s 
after 'substantial blisii. One phaiAtoiH eluding the grasp, seems to 
encourage a vaid hope, ^nd excite a stronger effort, that the next may 
be p9S«e8sed ; and if at any time a sip of the hard*earned joy be 
tasted; it biH stimulates the poor deceived creature to take larger 
draujghts of the pleashig prison. Beli^verl mark this universal 
folly, and adore the soverdgn grace that raised in your soul a thirst 
fot tiiose irtfiMtms which flow from the Fountain of Lif?:^— those 
precious streams of which the scriptures declare, Thfjf thktt make glad 
the city of God. 

All men by nature are under the power of spiritual death, and 
while the nnntr continues in that deplorable state, his higheatgrati* 
Vol.. ].— No. 5. S 
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fications can only arise from wbafr this dving world affords ; wittt 
vitiated appetite, hejetdelk upon askrs, amf driuksthe fotd waters cff 
a stagnant pT>oU but when; by regniVrating gr^ce flis tast^ is re- 
fined, 4ie tttrn» with disgust froni ducTi "liUh. lie is ntm aliVe; and in 
his right mind ; he must have Living bread to remove his fiunger, and 
Living waters to relieve his thirst. Yea, the Living God alone cah^ 
satisfy his eifparfdi&g deiir^s ; arid* titus *he p|5s^^^s an earnest, 
though at present he may not know it, of drinking for ever of the 
FountaiAOfLif^. " "\ 

Tbii^ sacred text at the head of this paper, was written and necordlfd 
*f6r the' use anci ht:ncfit of siich distinguished souls. ' Tor, it may Ce 
considered, as referring to some* more hapj^' state of the Church, 
coUectivyely unou ^^th, than she has hitherto eojeyadv dr p^rhiLj^ 
be understood as speaking of the eternal joys ef heaven ; ^fet j^oni 
the similarity of the passage to many other portions of Scripture, the 
Writer oumot forbear taking it as ooe of ^osa exeeediag^ great and 
precious prombes, which are given to the Church for her support 
and c6mTort» while Joaroetiog through this wUderitiesift worlif • And 
tiliat it may by the Holy Spirit's ffracious teaching, answer this valii- 
id^lej&nd, thefeebfe, needy sonl, is requested to attend witlr praytfr 
to the important partkuilfrs whijch it coiftaite.* 

1.^ The Glorious Promisee demands prpfouod. atteattoiK Who 

'can this be,, but the Great God our Savior? No one can, give tHe 

wateV of Life, but the Living God ; and no one who deqies the 

honoirs due to his naifae, has a scriptural plea for the enjoyment of 

what is promised m ihe text. The dignity of a speaker usually give^ 

iveight to the word spoken, in the common concerns of life ; much 

more does the Almighiiness of the Speaker here shew the impdrtanee 

r6t the words^ and the claim they have on the closest regard of the 

Header. ' May the Lord the Spirit coniirbi the minds, of his children 

. in the sovereignty, faithfulness, and love of the Author of Scripture, 

then will hi^ endearing invitations be received, his precious promises 

enjoyed, and bis righjteous precepts obeyed. The Psalmist says, 

' Thei/ that know thy Name v^ill put their trust in thee ; and inost 

. ^certainly they who know and Iqvc the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

will either eujpy a sweet consolation in such words as our text, or 

'feel a very powerful argumen|r to draw them to the throne of graoe» 

'and hold them there, as needy dependauts on their Lor^s bounty. 

2. ' Consider th^ Person for whom the promise is made. Unless 
this point be ascertained, the beauty of the whole is obscured. 
'Now, whetever a promise is found in the word of God, the character • 
id whom it belongs, is either plainly expressed, or easily understood ; 
and tliis tiot being oDservcd, lias led many, both among the ungodly 
and God^s dear chilctren, to draw wrong conclusions from the 
ScripttfteS of tf^uth. >The promise is to him that \s4tthirst; but then 
it mu^ be iimlerstood what kind of thirst is intended.. It may be said 
of every hian who desires an absent good, Sicbether real or imagioai^, 
that he is athiril ; y^t we mui^t understand that this precious promise 
is ntot given. udih .a design to gratify every wish of every nian^s mind. 
The thirst here expressed, Is that desire which arises in the uew-bo^ 
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tdtA nfter spiritual eonsokttionA* when he is convinceit by pEJiifui'^i^ 
pt;tieac«, that the utmost gratification the wdHd cstn afford^ wilt nevcf 
satisfy bis -mind ; he tui-na, with di^tgust from th^se delusivt pleasoret^ 
to seek for vefreshineat at the pure waters of spiritual comfort*' The 
Lord has esitited this th«rst» and the Lore} alone can quench* ii; an^ 
to accomplish his graci<vus purpose in that soul, by fulfiUiag the 
tfweet promise in the text, the Holy Spirit draws him as a^oor supw 
pliant to the throne of grace, with some such language ss, ^at.used 
by the Ps9t\m\B%f Am ththeari'panieihqflfr ike water trookl^of^nieik 
my Koul aJkV' tjue O Gotf. This, if coming fnini the tieart, is a true 
npre^vion of the thirajt tnttoded. May tho Lord grantit, xto botli 
Writer and Reader, mqre and more continually* 
' 3w ^ Let ua coufsider the blessing proraisedy The foutitain 0/ the 
water of life. The eternal Source of all good to the Church on earth' 
and in hcavi^n, is. God Itiims^lf ; this is blessedly setforth in the Scrip- 
t^ifM. Tke^ ehM h^ abnudantfy ^tisfied with the fatneee cf thp 
ho^sf^ and thou shait make them drink of J he, river* of thp pleasures p 
for with ikee is the fountain 0/ life, Fsm. xxxvi. 8» 9. Of this Fountain, 
no idea can be formed, but by what the sacred word teaches; and 
all that can be (tnown of it, is by the streams which flow from it into 
the vessels of mercy. * But h<)w glorious the thought, a Living FouH' 
tjifm, and. that fountain, the Living God! what an assurtince doe? U 
give, of a suitable, a full^ and ah everlastiiig supply. What infinite 
grace in Jehovah to spedk of himself under this figtire, The FduntAiu 
tfUviiig ivahre, Jer.ii. 13/ Whafinfinite love ib testifymg of the 
glorious Redeemer, as the Fountain opeued, Zech* xiiii 1. And in 
l^e mafuif^r of Gud the Spirit, John iv. 14- ^nd vii. 38. 
^ From these precious testimonies it is evident^ that the blessingf^ 
Pfomise^ in phe text by him who is Alpha and Omega, eaii be nothing 
less than the Jilowfugd of the favor of each distinct Person in ,Tb.S[ 
\ipfrJi T^l^iTY ^Q.tbe thirsty soul, and proves his interest in, ana 
the ceriainty of bis enjoyment of God il^e Father's everlasting lovf, 
God lybe Son's finishedsatvatioii, and God the Holy Ghost's gractoua 
eng^gemen^ ^9 dwell, as the Spirit of Truth, and th^ Comforter, for 
ever in tbe b.^arts of his peopl^. Thirsty ^soui ! contcni {date this- 
rf(;|i^thf^ exh^^ftUss Fpuntaiii; fall low at mercies^ footstool, bless 
s^ijd pf.^i^e the God of all grace, for a tfurst which caupot be qMenched 
i^ol^ by streams which flow from this eti[?rnal source* 

4. Nowr fet us consider the terms by which you arc to enjoy the 
9>vc^^ refreshments. They are g'futu, end fivexi' freely : I will give 
tp (ii)f} 0ii^ is atliir$t, of t^e fpuntain of the water of life {reefy » Ou 
^t^cji Jjerj^s^ the unhuin\)led scorn io receive favor^ from God; l>ut 
they are well suited to bankrupt souls, as all are' who truly thirsty - 
tl^feel apd confess ^efore God, that all hiti favors must^^j^^ive^, 
%^hey ^ye liothipg tQ pay, and that all most pome freely^ ifxv tfiey 
c^a ttifke no demand. May a constant medUatiou on the glorious^ 
Giy4^r, ^pd the immense blessings he. bestows, encourage every jsub- 
J^'^P^gri^ce to come with hicreasing desires for fr^sh supplies. 
. >hf Cet all w)io. driuk of thpse waters be careful to shew, as well 
l^^pi-ii/o^tl^eir. salutary effects; for it is matter of great gnel to 
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IhoM who love oor Lord Jesus Christ in .s'mcerity, mkI higMy 4i4^ 
graceful to ibe Gospel, when professors talk of inwatd <:onifort» wb«k 
their lives prove them * destitute of that tender cortcfm fortbe glor^. 
•f God, to which the consiratntag loye of Christ ever leads. The 
waters of life when enjoyed, giie liveliness to the soul; they posses;, 
a iJeaDs»g» healing* strengthening qfiality ; they give light |o ttie ud*> 
derstaodmn^. and joy to the heart i th^ey br^ce the constitution of (h^ 
spiritoaL^tiiaii, by whivh^be is ehablvd^to stand fast in the troth* miir 
diltgettji^the way. of God*s commands, and fight rofinfttUy against the. 
worid» the flesh, and the de^U Their rich Qavor b«iing a foretaste of 
eterqal b|iss,.the deeper the believ{*V' drinks them, the more he longa. 
to be where he shall draw in one, unihterrupted» eternal draught* 
May it be the mercSr' of him who writes; and those who read, to l^d 
daify refreshment froi^z theiu, lill the journey iu this vale of tears ia 
ended ; Then shall the lamb which i$ in ihe^midii oflhe^ throne, fee^ 
Uf, and lead m unio fountains of (/iving water, and God shall wip^ 
^way all tears from our eyes^ 

THE SEQUEf. 

To that part q(the History o/Mn. Patrick, c^unecfedwiiJ^ 
' fhePjeiiiion lodaed agaiiist Him, for his removal from thii 
Chaplaincy, of Mor^ex^ College* p staged in our hut 
2yum&er, po^e jpO., 

In consequence of the Petitioq, the Trustees of the College had a 
meeting, the result of wjiich was, that coiiditiops were proposed tq 
Mr. Patrick for his conformity, and to prevent any further evil coa-' 
sfouenoes. ' * 

The first condition was,—- That Mr. Patrick do underteke, not ta 
preach any thing,' biit what he has previously written down. ' 

* To which Mr. P. made the following answer; namely. That Mr. 
Patrick cannot wi(|i any propriety literally svhicribe to this : as he 
never writes aoy thing s6 a^rcurate, as hot 'to require comction/ 
imendmeht, or supply; in the ^livery. But as 3fr. P. presumeathcf 
'Trustees can only n^ea^, to express ttieir wish^ that he should preach 
writj^n Sermons, to the gentlemen of Morden College; with that, he 
certainly wiir comply. 

The feiMmif cubditioa was; --That in praying by the sick, he shall 
not maHe use of any other prayers, thau those prescribed in thcf 
Common Prayer- Bool^ : and shall conform to the other directions of 
the Rubric on all other occasions. 

To thil Mr. P. answered, Mr. Patrick cfin have no objection to 
using tW^rayers prescribed in the Common Prayer- Book, in vtsitittf? 
the sick Pensioners. * But if the wishes of t^e Patietit, a^d particutaf 
cirbttmstanc'es cause 1 Hem to request any other prayers ; it is pre-; 
sumed, the Trust will not oppose the srck, or dyipg, in iuch re^ttests^ 
csp^cirflly as by Canon] pfeacKers are 'authorized, tii instruct, ^^d 
comfort the sicK,' as they jshaH sce^nrdsla^tfdful, add convenient: an<f 
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p^ all other occaft0fift« lb« dirediop^ of tb« Uulnric %Mi be coikr' 
formed io. 

The iAtr«f'GQiiditipn was^-r^Tiwt wheoeter Mr. P. shaH hsve per* 
QiMsipn f^ofM Ihe Tnialeef, to be ab^eut from the College, i^h «r 
plergyipan 8ballb^ appointed •>. to jdo the daily duty, as well as )kbe 
Siinday duty, a" shall be approved by the Trustees, or the Treasdrar^ 

To-this iKf. 'P. answered^-^Thts may. subject. ilfr. P. toiaiich Ex- 
pellee, or much fsonfipfineot: nevfrtbdeps, ivheo JIfr, P..'has per-» 
mission from th^ Trustees, to be alweiit from the College, a€|i^<j^ma»' 
that cannot reasonably be disapproved; by the Trustees, or Treaaa**' 
rer, shall be provided, to do tbe!daily, as well as the Sunday duty# 

The statement here ^iven \iy J^r, P. had no operation on t|ie fpind 
^f the Trustee^, and he received report, that not one of his ansvveff 
^ere satisfactory. A ^hort time after, the following nofice ivas copr 
ye^cd to him through bis Solicitor. * ... 

Dear Sir! 

By the direction of the Trustees pf Morclei| 
College, I am to inform you, th^t the dismission of Mr. Patrick, from- 
the Chaplainship of that JCollege^ is absolutely ulnavoidab{et But aa^ 
fhe Trustees Would wish, in ibe {performance of thdr duty, to pre* 
serve every appearance of ctvijity/ and delicacy to Mr. P.. sbould he 
signify his intention within a fortnight to resign his situation, 1% 
would be more agreeable to (b^m tl^an to procef d to a more pointed 
[mblic dismission* 

Signed, THOMAS BENNETT. 

: This notice drew from Mr. P. the following reply: 

peptlemefi ! » 

Mr. Ras^leioq has favored me with the 
letter from the Trei|surer to him by your order, intnnaling yoiif 
determination 'to dismiss ipe from the^ Chaplainship ' of Morden 
College, in a more public and pointed manner, unless 1 should signify 
, my intention to resign^ ithin a fortnight, which you are pleased to say^ 
will be more agreeable to you. Conscious of no offence, I fear no pub^ 
lie censure. If therefore, it is your unalterable resolution to dismisii 
roe from the Chaplainship of Morden College, the onl^ favor I have 
to ask is, that such dismission, and the true cause of it, may be as 
public as -possible; for a disgraceful resignation, 1 never will sub- 
faitto. ' ' ' '■'• ^ ■•■ '"->•;■". " '' . ■' ' 

:' Signed, G. P; ' 

About a month following, Mr. P. wet the Trustees, perhapfjby ap* 
ppintment ; but this doth not appear in the history. The i^alcon-^ 
tents were in the roQia standing round the Trustees. Thechargcf 
were read, and the old men were called, upon' to jratify their deed; 
who all did so, except the three before mentioned, who expressed a 
wish to withdraw their signatures. Mr. P. was asked, if he had any 
qiiestions which he wished to propose to* the complainanbir \ Jle re> 
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pKed dklitlie wislwit to tut fliem Mtarally^ if Ibejr were tnemiMrf* of 
the Church of England : and eould sobscribe honajide to her Cre«?fU< 
Arlipt^^ and LitUrgj : and- if they eoukl support their diar^^ in the 
moat aolemn way that oouLd be proposed* The qne5|ion wa2»' deemed 
iBiproper by the Trustees. The affair was at length closed hy Mr, 
Pata'ick's . dismission. 

-. We cannot however dismiss ouv review of this transaction, however 
svraonlv the Trustees of Motden College dismissed a iBithful -servRnl 
af . tlie'liSoBD Jssus Christ from ttie Chaplaincy, without a feif 
afcs er vations. 

And jCrtl. Mow little acquainted miist have been both Trustees 
and Pensioners, with the Scriptures of truth, who could taHc pffeoce 
it the cbHrges bf the word of GoD, for not Mr. P. but the Biblc^ 
Warranted: the expressions, in declaring all the worhl alike guilty be- 
Ibre^QOD.' Who but mlist siftile, if the subje'ct was not too {^rave for 
lightness, to hear old and hoary headed men declaring, that *' tkrjg 
were no $emf deierving of tuck rejn-oof: but that ,t(ieir ^kfivior ffotk 
in B rdigiotu Ond moral Ught^ did no discredit to the memory of their 
^ioui founder, or ihe worthy guardians of his benevoletit institution'" 
' And ^condip. What a view doth this tran.<action exhibit' of ihe 
Amiablentes of the Trnstees, who, to the modest statement of Mr« 
Patrick, that he never did write any thing so accurate, as not to need 

^or^ectioik ; deemed this, as welt as all his other answers, unsatisfac- 

— . .... 

*' Atid thirity^. What' a portrait doth thd whole afford of the liber- 
oSilhfi and godly sentiments of the Trustees for the time beipg, of 
this Charity,' tbalt the' Chaplain' was not permitted-^o offer up any 
|l»rayer for:the side and. tii.vallds 0f jthe Coltege, but what ws^ printed. 
For the Chaplain to listen to any particular distress of soul of ^ny 
of the wretched inhabitants of such a formfulCoUege, and venture to 
^ffer 'Up. an awakened prayer of the soul for the poor sufferer^ being 
in ifaeir view, little shoi^t of sacrilege. 

., The Lord have mercy upon all such,\a8 have no merpy upoai 
themselves !'' It Is a splemn thought to close this memoir with, ^r« 
Patrick lived and died, in the faith once delivered to the saints! An<) 
{hose hoary t^ensioners who hated his ministry, jiftve loi^ fi^cs 
cf ased to persecute him, and'have ceased also themselves t And the 
Trustees who mqunted the judgment seat to condemn Mr. P. l^ave 
followed to give account of their Stewardship before G^bi Wi(l| 
Hiiil who judgeth righteous judgment^ we leave the whole. As they 
v^ished in doing violence and injustice to a 'man, who did ho vioieocq 
nod injustiof to-.^em^ and wlto had to answer Gop and his own con- 
science, for what lie did in the discharge of his sacred duty, yet they 
wisheVfe the f ye of the 'world tile 'ippeiranee at le^t» of civility ^nd 
delicacj^; we add Ho more, than that the Lord hwwelh them thai 
sire his ;" and blessed are they, that can, and do, amidst the persecu^' 
lions^of th^ world, put their trast io Him. . . • 



> Plymouth, 4»gU9i nik, lfiK24.. 
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SANCTIFICATION 

THE FRITIT OFUNION.TO THE SANGTIFIEtt. . 

Jit that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all o/op^ 

Hib. ii, 11. ■ • ; 

(ContlndSd ffim page lib,) \ ■ '* ^ ^ 

And this sanctificatioa of the Spirit is attended wtt^ .tbt 
most precious principles of gface« opposed. to every unhallowed 
principle of unrenewed nature; 1st* Life to breathe after God ; 2d, 
Lig^t to discern the will of God; 3d, Faith to believe the' VTord of 
God; 4th, Humility to bow as a supplicant befidre Gods {(th, Hope 
to expect salvation from God; 6thy Patience to wait the set time of 
God; 7^ Love to embrace the truth. of God; 8th, An^appelild Tor 
the bread of God; dth, A thirst for the living water df God ; XOtbC 
A disposition to love, serve, and commune with God J lith, A i^^i 
to contend for the rights of God against infidels of every name, and 
giving a meetiiess for the kingdom of God. Then surely such per*^ 
801^, being interested in the separating love of God the F^ther^ sanc-^ 
tlfied by the blood ofJesus^ and quiekaned into this life by Ood the 
Spirit, must be accounted truly sanctified; while all those p^r* 
sons who are seeking for sanctifieation in themselves, and not ijH 
the work of a triune God, will be perpetually disappointed. Be tk9$ 
sanctifieth, and they who are sanctified, are till one. Here kft 
the reader adore .the^ riches of idiviae grae<^, and while he, tribes 
linder the unction of the Holy Spiiit an tnterest in the saoctificii^t 
tion of the Hoitf Three in One I let him also rejoice ja lliehigk 
affinity in Vrhiich he stands^ to. the Holy Per$on ofJEmanuel tile.MfKl- 
tifier set forth in th^ commencement of this piece. It would be an 
hbnor to stand' in any relation to such a glorious Lord; but Here 
we have a testimony declaring iSie oneness subsisting between Him 
that sanctifieth, and fikey WbO are :9anctified, tivfhich isr also explained 
in ordinances^ for to make in Himself of twain onenemman. Hence 
we infer, 1. Hieif are one in the love of tlie Father, John xvii. 28. 
2t One in the everlasting covenant. 3. One in the e^e of justice, wh6 
smote the Shepherd aad let ih& flock go fr^e.v 4. One i» ike inin^try 
of the Bo:y Ghost ^ who anointed him without measure, an4 in. Him 
all tbe covenant seed. 5^ One in kup, as head aud members; bone 
of hits bone, and flesh of hi;» flesh* 6. One in mffering, ioterei^tejl 
in ail his sufferiogs, and supported inMnion to him through all their 
sufferings. ' 7. One in right, as that wldch belongeth to );he hu&baiiii 
is tbe right and portion of the wife. 8. One in possession; his king- 
dotal, his throAe, his -glory, and himself being .tl^ir itiheritaiice for 
ever. 9.0Heinticceptaneewilh Crorf, who is well pleased; for hr» 
righteousness' sake. One in security with Him, as he rs^ith, ^ bor 
cause I live ye shall live also/' John xiv. 10. 11 . One m expectdr 
tion, henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his footstool, and 
the travail of his soul is entbi^ned in his glory, Isa. liii. 11 . — Reww 
.iji. 2ti ^Lastly, Tfcc^ar^ cwie iotriuiriph. He hath;»ppy^ prfnd- 
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Mlitoi and poweVf abo^'s]^ d^tKt b)4l(l^ otit iniouRj^, brnisf^tl 
Satao^ and took possession of the keys.of^hell aiiJ of d^th, aod he 
hatb iiisiired cobqudst to bis Churcb, yea, made ber more mvLU a 
eooqaeror, Rom. viii. 37* — and as bet iiiiLsl»ed the work to \thich he 
iras af»poioted by the Father, and eiiterjed iiito his glorious rest, even 
, so his members, from their uaioii to him, participate iu the same 
glory, and possess f ven in this world, the earttest of everlasting resK 
And thus they are one through life^ in death, and shall be. tteough 
^CidrmV^- ' .' '•■^' 5 ■..;■.-'>» .• 

Hail sacred union, firm arid st^^; ' ' -'' ^ 

How great the grace; ho^ sWeet the l^^ng; * 

That worms of earth should ever b^^ 

One with Incarnate Deity 1 ' • : '* 

.:•••■. ■ - ^' . . ^ ■ .- ; 

'' Now from what has been advanced on (his ilubject, aVe we, not 
1st, Instructed in the awful conditibn of 'the elect in- common with 
others, to need purifying' by means no le^s' efficffcious than the B}o(/ii 
of Christ.— ^ly, The sulliciency of Christ's work,'withbut i^ny'ad-^ 
, ^tioaal exertions from man,'.wb5 by his on^ ofFeriorg hatb p^r&cted 
for eV'er them that are sanctified. — Sdly^That the samts are in.'a 
}^rpc^al state of readiness for glory, bdiirg not partially; but wholly 
attu«cttlied by Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.--And lasuy. That the 
foundation of true sanctification is union to the P^rslon of Clifrist) 
fnswering to John zvii. 23. <^ I In them and thou in me ; that they 
may be made pierfect in onW^ . i v » * . ^ i 

i 8li6idd the above remarks meet with acceptancfe; I sftfalt eonsi|k^ 
myself bonofed in continuing to appear among the' correspondents 
of the Sf^mtual Magazine i and wishing prosperity ' to ' the ^ work; 
I am, Mr. Editor, aifcn^tiomitely yours In the Lord Jesus, ' ,* 

Birmingham, Julj 6, IB2^. A SON OF JE^SS^' 

QUERY ON PAITtf. 

To the Editor of the SpirUuat Magazine^ 
. ■ Dear Sir, -■,;/. 

Much being said in the pres^int day upon'tbe^ubject of Fitf/X, 
allow me through the medium of yoiir '* Spiritual Ma|[a^ine," to 
propose the following Question, hoping it may attract the attenttoik 
of som^ one of your able Correspondents. ' 

Wherein consists the differi^nce between Wtira/ Faith» and 9a9ing 
Faith ; and what are their different effects upon the soul? . .' 

Shoiild this meet your approbation,, 1 hope it will be answered and 

.blessed to the edification and comfort of many who are perplex^ by 

.coniused representations, find, who are anxious to know whether they 

possess the Faith of God's electa , 

I am» Dear Sir. . . 

Yours with great respi^t^ • . 
Cheim»fori. A FRIEND TO DliSCHIMmATfOK. 
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' e«| saint'* tREA«tJky> i ]li# 

BiiOtHfiRLT REPilO<*F. 

Reprove, rebuke, exhort, with (Hi-lonff suffering onii doctrine^ 
2Tim. vi. 2. 

' The Jjnrd*s people, though at thts peciod of tiie Church, as they 
vere 10 the days of the Apostles, priocipally of " The sect evcrys 
where spoken against/' shoiild he the Last to give occasion : foi; 
(Reserved censure, and jnsJt reproach. To the grief of thexvnewed 
9oii], and to the confusion of tke witidom lof the wise, ^vho argue fa# 
i^ceat^re* holiness, the evidences of the continual-prevailing corrup- 
tions^ and unsanictificd aftections in the heliever, are too strong to 
ivffer him fm one moment to cherish the fallacious sentiment, thai 
his diversiii^d iconfllcts fit him for the presence of God; yet, whilb 
his daily .e:iperii>nce confirms him in this, he will under his Lord's 
teachings, gather profit firoYp the discovery^ and the business of hi^ 
life wtii be« to prove his calling by bis external demeanor, rather than 
iihetv wiihAuti tkm nature of the corrupt bias within. 

,. Not only withafellpw feeling for the infirmities of his brethren j but 
ever watdifiii over the weaknesses and deformities of his own nature^ 
he will be subdued into a tenderness, of feeling towards them ; ani} 
both as respects Ws own and their well-being, will be faithful^ foui 
pautioas—rhonest, but just. . . %r 

. Uanientable is it to behold a Brother, the mote In whose eye is 
eoQspicuons to a\U strangely employed in>pointiQg oiitthe'beani thai 
i^mains lo his neighbors; regardless of the injunction of our Xiord 
given in Matt. vii. 8 to 5; and it may be regretted the more, as not 
being %n iaolated case, bnt too, too often found in practice, wher^ 
the veproof spoken of in the motto of ,this paper, might be wisely 
administered*. . The Writer is not alhidin^ to the reproofs which ar» 
required by him who has gone voluntarily into the commission of 
flagrant. acts of iniquity, but to such an one as the servant of God 
iipake'of, as having been M Overtaken in a fault f and the Apostolic 
advice is. Ye which are spiritumt, restore such an one in i&^ sjurit of 
meekness y considering ihysetfj fast thou also be tempted. 
' The injury done toi the bounded spirit of the returning pvodigaH 
by incaiitroue rebukij^igs, is incalcnlable ; and many of the childven of 
Clod havff been compelled to g^ sorrowing day after day, their load ol^ 
grief. accumulating,, by reason of the iinscriptural means resorted to 
by those who are commanded in the spirit of meekness to. restore thpnL 
Ca^ it be apjproveci that a reed shaken by the wind of corniptioa 
and qf teiknptatioQ, and bowed to the very eartk with intense grief om 
'acoomi4 thereof shbuldr by the foot of a brother, be trodden down ^ 
^0, BO, it cannot be. Rather let our Lord's most gracious words of- 
c<iflifort and peace, Isaiah xxxv. 3, 4. with all. their force and Weet- 
;iess, be presented to the notice of the afflicted soul ; and let him 
that is exhorted ta. Ueac the infirmities of the weak, direct his Argu>- 
ments to. the! wounded conscience of his erring brethren, and by -the 
blessing of him who . comforts Zions. Mourners, they shall be mad^ 
gMr. and again go on their way rejoicing. * 

August IMh, 1824. 

Vol. I.— No. 5. T 
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13$ THK 8PIRITUAI. HA0A9I.^P ; 

ANSWER TO JOSEPH. . 

-T^the Editor of i}^ Spiritual Magazine, , . i 
SlRf 

* When T addressed ybo in a feif remarks upon i^hat appeared to fqe 
ka iDJurious pie^e ** On Hfconciiiaiidn," by your CoiTespoDdeni^ 
Joseph. I had not ibe least intention of entering into a coDtroversY 
ivith h|iii; nor did I expect the treatment found in what he catis, 
»• An Aris'wer to Real Calvinist," (which contains no answer at all.) 
Joseph appears to forget tliat '' defaniation is lio argument ; iioi:^ 
abuse refutation.'" ** The Fool^ he says, must be answered accord- 
ing to his/o//^/' And because I cannot su)>m!t to hiS' dangerous 
'cldffmad, 1 am chargdl with ** ivilf^l murepreseHtations," *' idetermined 
mMice,'^or ** consupttnate ignoranpe,*' flowever, this scurritity I shnil 
pass, over, and confine myself to the subject of dispute. 
' t^imcinitemptuausly wAyiKd 'Mo' procure a ispivmofi dictionary* , 
and learn the di^erenc^ between Reconciliaiion and Satisfaction.**: 
I rlither chose to confine myself to the unerring ^* Oracles of God/' 
in which f '0nd them so embodied that there is noil ^ shade of 
difference between theip. Thie following may suffice. The blooq 
Wlighi to' the taberuaele was to Recimeile, (satisfy) withat Let. 
yi. 30. And Moses poured out the blood at the bottpmi'of tte altar,, 
ftnd sanctified it, tomiei^treconciUaiion, (satisfaction) upon it. 'hevl 
Viii. 16. And they mid'e reconciiiationf (satisfiuition) with their bloo<| 
iijpon the ^tar, to make an atbneinent for all IsraeL ^Chron. xxix^ 
$4. " And one lamb out of the flock for a' burnt offering, and foe 
peace offerings, to make Bfcofciliaiian, (satisfaction) jfor the hoii^ 
6f Israiet. ' Ezek. xlv. 1'(^. 17.' And to oia^e J?ecimct7tAHoii, (satiii* 
faction) ** for iniquity.*' Dan. ix. 24; itbat be might be u merciful 
and faithful Hiffh Priest in things pertaining to God, to- malce Rtteon*' 
iciHaifon, (isatisfiiction) for the sins of the' peopl^. HelT. ii. Xf. Joseph 
himself deflates the term, wlie(i speaking of the self-nghteous. '*T)ie^ 

!' iroinls^ (he says) to do their ti^'st to satisfy ^w'and justice ;" Wha^ 
s it to satisfy law and justice? Joseph sha^l answer,. *' IJiis (h% 
^ays) woidd indeed be to ft/ec&ncile 6od." And did not Cbriat M#t^ 
law and Justice! This would indefd, says-Josepb, be t<r ^fRecondk 
'p0d.'^' I mean no more by the term ** tUcanched iBod/* Then why 
^bes he quibble aboot a wofd. aifd 90 ^wfuUy jpe/rvert the meaning (rf 
^is brethren? " '" *' • ' ^ ''* ^ • ^^ »« ^^ : ' .^ • r^.. 




friendship and felloWship, which had been suspended by an offence, 
^lAi her be iSfConct^^r^ Co Her husband/^ I Cori! va. li.' The 
learned Cruden says,- '^Th^t |leconciliation is'a restoring V> favbr, 
6r making, those friends who w<^e |>efore at VariancJev as God ' and 
the etecit Were through sin ;' this was effected through the likmemeni 
dnade My Chrisj^', and received by faiih.''. These, Sit, ar^ the genuine 
sentiments 'of my heart, however Joseph may deride thcfm. 'I cannot 
Mt. Editor, read tbe following sentence without trembling an^.dia^ 
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fi»t4 " ¥oar real CalviiiiBt, (stys Josepli) X^rf Ml^ |r^ fctdl f^ 
/2Mie» ^0 .feUka few works of supererogation, to pacify hwangrf 
God, amd make mp tke nMiterswiik Ms' rmKi^n' deiiyj* Perhapi 
Joseph does not mean it, but surely thb is " darkening counsel witk 
words without knowledge.*' Is not this the chief argument andcoa* 
$tait language of Socinians when deriding the atonement of Christ t 
Is it doing the work of an Evangelist in sending a sinner who lias in- 
curred the:diTine displeasure, to Rome^or any where else, forafew 
works^ to pocf^ Alt angry God? « Would it not be more like ail 
Evangelist to dkreet him to that Savior, who '^ made peace by tiii 
blood of his cross; and made rec(Mci7Mi0tJi*' (satisfaction) ''/or the 
iskfuities of hiv people.** 

I really, tremble at Joseph's jiifert about ** pacifying an akgrp 
God:' What, is the wrath bf God to be sneered at ? Is the whoM 
work of Christ as Mediator, Adtu^ate, and Intireesoor, padfying (i^T 
in aTscriptnral sense) that wrath ovfamger, to : be a subject of ndieule 
and contempt V How necessary is the caution giyen by theTrbphel^ 
^' Be ye not mockers^ lest your bands be made strong." Why sfaouht 
.Joseph put eonstrtietiob on wonb contrary to their obvious raeaniiig^ 
especially on God!s own wmis? How often do we iead of hiar 
wraihi bn !amger,\h\$ tumipig cwaylfrom them» his^beingi pacified? 
They may aU>be soriptnrally and truly explained, without atirilmii'ng! 
a change, 'or any Jickiemsso, to the. unchaufpng .G^d. Jehpyah aaya^ 
:V Mycovenantl ^ill establtsb with thee,, and thoM shalt know that 
I am the Lord, ^at. thou mayest remember and be confounded, and* 
never open dty mouth >^tuiy more, because of thy shame, wb^n I, am 
PACiF^BO towidpds thee, for aU that thou hast done; saith' tbe Lord- 
God,*' Bsek..xvL 63. i The same ofojectioos may be made, and the 
asm^ arguments prod«eed against a «aii(^tf or a pac^ied GodA-as> 
Joseph 1ms brought aganat a ^'RcGonciM GodJ' 
' Your excellent Cortespoadent Amicus has given a scriptural and 
experimental Explanation^ where he says, V When I as an humbletin* 
dividual, haveused^or da use, the terms ** Reconciled God/* I mean 
,not, I conceiTe not a change in the eteamal mind, but a blessed unity 
in th^ divine perfections, through the wprk of Immanuel, whereby 
God 'can be just, and yet th^ justifier of me a poor sinner, and every' 
difference that subsisted between us he composed^ and every seeming 
, contradiction obviated /' Witfathi!! iexplanatiou I most cordially agree. 

I must thank Joseph for his prayer " that I may be reconciled to 
Jehovah*s sovereign- will,' aad'unchanging. love.^ I haire to bless God, 
Sir; that tfab has been effe^^- (I ktUeve); before. Joseph began to 
pray at all; and to this day 1 glory in them, anid most cheerfuAy 
publish them as the sources of consolation to myself and others* 
' lihust'leave you« Mr. Editor, to return him thanks for his prayi^rB 
on your behalf, *^ That you nerer mor^ may disgrace your pages with' 
such TR'ASfti'^ as- my former remarks upon his most singular piecev 
B^t, Sir, a periodieaii work shduld be impartial; not fuerefy eonfimed' 
. to such self confident men* who: may suppose that all is "trash/* 
and the production of ** fools,** unless dictated by theniselvesV ba|p 
^Iso open to others, who may wnh to investigate truth tU: all its 
Veaciagii. : 
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1^ THS SFIIUTUAL UAOAZtHS ; 

« • Jot^ph-^'expteli in^ yoor ntxto&ii apofogy fronrin^ Ibf^iipj^ 
Itfrncfii^/* (THrS' WOULD be trash inuebd.)' 'What, »he.H« 
ifrfalltbie that \f^ a- man ^ore object- to his dangerous MatimeDt*'' ht 
niitt' make a puMt apology, dr be for evor denominated a ^fboH'* 

< li Appears highly neeessary that Joseph should make some apol<»gy 
jiot to me only, buMo the Christian worlds for bb MQltmn mockery 4 
i^fid adventurous attempt to eradicate from the Christtau syiftein; « 
doctrine and a ttrm^ which has been believed and expressed by^ the 
(Shnrcb of Christ for niorl: than eighteen bundMl years-. Inyomr 
wist- he likewise *'f hoka for tbe congratulations of a Cbristiah is'the 
ttkirii of Christianity. Really. Mr. £diton 1 find nothing of his icM»fi'^ ' 
derfui attainmenU, to congratulate him upon, id ^ther of his pieces^ ' 
biit i-oan find many things tonourb over, aad lament. As for 
lliaeph's Defender/* who slyks bitaiadf ** A Sinner/' I sball not Spend 
w^ time toaaswer him*. Some people C8» distort the plain meaouigr 
efLWdrds, andinake them speak what they please in order that they 
^nyphiy the Merry- Andrew with Ike great things of God. I almost 
liiink. Joseph himself wfill not ihaak bis >«« siHef/ridtir' for such « 
dciettce. Let your impartial Beadere read mj- remarks; and^ »V 
*' Sinner's defence of Joseph.*' 1 desire tio more. > 

As it is net my- intention to odcnpy any .parl*<tf ybur:pagea upois 
^^ mdifeH again, I trust nothing will dieter you from your uroirted' 
]^fIlHrtiaUtyt in permitting this to appesr i« yonr next mmber.. Oe«» 
oi^milly.yo«may hear from me on subject* of more Wnpovtaaee; 
and willingly I wiU cast my mite to yoirr treasury of truth. • Wishiogi 
Joae^h lo. be less ae)f-«oufidcnt, and more^dittdeat ; k8»adventiiroaiB,i 
aad mere humbler. and- that he may possess and enjoy the great 
bUsrfngmeanttby a " Ri§on€ikd God^'- though he discards theterm*' 
May he have rnnoh grace to/o/ttso the^footsttps of the floek» vend net^ 
wander in new, unknown, and ntrange paths. And may you» Mr^ 
Sditot* be found ** valiant for the trnth,*' possessing divint instruc- 
tion in conducting .'S work which promises so much benefit to th» . 
Gknrch 6f jGod. I have, again the pleasure of anbscribing myself^ 
• y ottrsj dib. i • • « 

l^rfoji;4«irtw leM,^^^ : A real calvjnist- 



.ADI>RKSS TO THE EDITORy ^ 
AND rk£ CORRESPONDENTS om *'ttEC0NCILtATiON:^ 

/ ''[./Mr^ Editor^./ ,',, \' ' \ ' / . \ .. ' ■ '' 

-Safiirrroeto jsyiiipathise^ith you umlef tkc'ctiastisemeiit you have' 
»6ceinrcd from" Joseph," aad ^- A real Calvinist," for admHtiog tbeip 
trash into yourvaluikbk Treasury ; but, of coarse 1 4o not wish you. 
to pufaliah this, if you are in the least fearful of further c«stigatioii.r 
BJyobjeet'is^bciefly to notice a few things in the five letters you bavt^ 
•«ady pubHshed^w the subject of Divine Rebonctlatidn. < ; 

In.the first pkce^ though " Joseph" speaks very confidently.' (aud^ 
b«w very fiequently are confident persons mistaken !) to the neaafaig 
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OR, SA^HtV T^BASURr; Hi 

.i^i' l|ie^verb«.«Re«wiictle,.atid rather unkindly ei^d v^iy untruly mainur 
«tea lh«it " Calvtnist'* does not know, or at least doet npt qonsider 
the difteivepoe between Satisfaction and Reconciliation ; yet I do tbink 
that ** JiMseph'* haa proved himself far more deficient as a PhiU>loger»^ 
than 'VCalvinist;" for Reconciliation by no means implies, former 
hatred, but is perfectly consistent with.fornier, yea with prea«fnt and 
eternal ii<we, like that which God has mauifes'ed to bis Church, in 
and. by the I^rd tous Christ. ^ . ■ tir- 

It does not suppose mutability in God's decrees and purpose^» but 
is rathef an evidence- and' ptoof of their iftimutabiiity ; inasmuch as 
Reooi|ciUa|ion was effected by "the blood of (he everlasting GovmaniJ^^ 
accpijdifig to the decree which Christ hath revealed as written in 
Paalqi xaii. ^' IpviU declare the de^ee^ And again it is written, Heb» 
ilk 17* <* It. behoved bini to be made like unto lus brethren, that he 
might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining t^ 
God, to make Reconciliation for the sins of the people/* And be 
made that Reconciliation by the sacrifice of himself. Thus it appears. '. 
there is. wore affinity between Reconciliation, and Satisfaqtion, than;. 
" Jonepfa*' is willing to allow. Again, Reconciliation, supposes somer' 
thing to have existed which prevented that cprdial friendship wbiob' 
is essential to happiness being ei\^yed; and this was the case: with 
God s elect; sin separated between, thein.and tlieir God : ihtir God 
tboifhjiepaiatied from them by sin ; which sin was imputed to pMs| 
who b#ve. it. in his owa body, on the tree* and by whose- stripes w^ are 
healed. . , , : . j 

r I' oonckide tbteHfore; it 4s with: perfect propriety believers Sidd^ess ;. 
Jeho^h as tbeir covenant God and Father,. Reconciled, id Christ 
/esuf.; /' for-our God (out of Christ) is a consuming^ fire ;*' whQ will 
utterly destroy all unbelievers, and who could only love his Chnrcii , 
in. her i^txik stale in her covenant, head Christ JicAMS, in whom dwells 
til the fulness of the Godhead bedUy» . r 

There are other thii)gs in ^'J^^epbV'fiq^^^tter .which have laid . 
Mm .open to p attack ; but it. was ung<;fiek>ttV in "Calvinist" tQ 
plunge hip ppisoned dagger into the veay ^vitals o^ poor ** Joseph,*' . 
)vbo doubtless ia our brother, > and would as aoon be called a devil as 
a Socinian, for he knowa w^U, tha^t of all the eueshiies Christ haa in . 
the world, a Sociujan. ia the greatest. If *^ Calvinist" had wished to 
instruct ''Joseph'," he should not have dipped his pen in gall, noV , 
should he have assumed a tone so dictatorial, neither should he have 
put the wdr^t construction he could upon his letter. ; ^ 

It is evident to me that " Joseph's*' ^mple ^position, whjch ha 
wished the Church of God to consider, is thjs ; namely, that Gx-d 
loved his Church from all eternity, and that the gift of Christ With all \ 
the benefits resulting from the obedience and death <of Christ, tti* th^s 
effects iOf^that ^everlasting and immutable love ; contrary to the un- 
spriptucal notions of some persona, who fancy that Chriat purcbaaed 
the Ipjve oCQcid.^by.bi8 obedience and death ; thus putting the.canae . 
fer theteffeeU Qr* to.usea homely provesh» "they put the cart before 
1^ hocse^" Now I will not treat " Calvinist** as he has treated , 
*' Jo«etA;" 1 will ttQt put the worst* Imt the bestconsUrudtion I caa 
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t4SI tlI«E^4»P11(tTUAL MAOXZtKC; 

npon &ifl' phraitfology* and ioeton^fate him from tint cm>rr*iilkl i 
must say; if be bad acted thoa wHIi "Joseph/' mucb of bb leltet 
irotild never have been ^riltent Ih M Joseph's'' seeoad letter, he 
#eeins to think be has brougln the point trlunphaatly to an issue. 

. Ue has stated a syUogism, which appears to him quite eoncluslv^ : 
bat who does notknow» that tboifgh syllogisinf be as ezeelleiu mode 
of commudicating knowledge, it is a modt faUaeioiis mode of ini^eiiti* 
fi^tiDg.tr«ith ? His premises are false, cottse<|ueiitly hi* eondaaiott k 

*fclsea|tfo. * 

> Year Correspondent, the Plymouth defender of '* Joseph,'^ fligm 
lumself *' A Sinner,'* and therefore wie must pardon him-; at leait I 
do, though perhaps «* Calvinist** will not let him off ao easy : I coii'> 

. ffsslie does not deserve it; but if all had theti'deaert, who tbeii would 
aacape punishment? The extraoeons part of the Letter is ihat which 
I like best. This "Sinner^* says, be reads-of nosuch-thin^ in U»e 
Bible as God's moral perfeotiOna> aod therefore he has jastgrouafd to 
conclude he has none; and he might just as welt say, he fiMb no 
•neh word a» Trinity huthe Bible, and therefore he will be airUifita- 
riaa : but he will be equally at a loss to find that word in tbe Bible, 
itowever, be baa found in the Bible these words, John v. 7% ** There 
are Three that bear record in heavca,^^-and these Threfe are Oflew** 
Mow this One God, is holy, righteous, juat^ imnMtable<'trtiei awreifoi, 
ifte., and these are some of the moral perfcctioas ak Deity, w6ich 
kisuire to us on the part of Jehovah aU Ihatthe word of X>ad«iitkonaea 
wa to to expect. 

Tour Correspondent *' Arnicas'^ asks, as if l^p«ttiii|'&e-qiicatioa 
be would confirm the fact» '* Dldnot Adam*s sin out off ultfrieadahip 
and commuBion between him add Jehovah?^ I answer, Ifo, -it did 
Hot { and this in reality is the gmit truth which ** Joseph'' is laudably 
aealous to proclaim, namely^, that neither the faH of Adam, nor tl»e 

. fall of any other chosen vessel .did» or* could for one moment, sul^pend 
ibe friend^ip 0f JebpMNth for that individual: that friendship is not 
susceptible of anV iShmigl whatever, eitber in nature pr d^gmi. In 
ibis we glory, ** ttiat neithl^ deaths fiorlife, nor angels^ 'Ainr prin'eipa* 
Hties, nor powers, hor thitogs preBent,4ior thingi to come, nor height, 

,nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able fo-separaA! usimm 
the love of God,' which is' in Christ Jesus our tord.*' »> 

Mr. Editor, if I may. be allowed to conceive of Jebovali and h\§ 
Church prior to the Covenant of |nrace, then i-sbooid say, *066^ loved 
,his Church before he was Reconciled to hia Church. |f I loek at the 
Church at the pe^od when the. Covenaiit of grace wis made by the 
Persons of the Deity, I say it^ was then Reconciliation took pkM»t$ 
,iua»taucH'as God catleth** those things which are not as.thbugh they 
Were?^ Rom. iv. 17. * 

But if I look for tfi^tMi/ reccmciliatibn, on tbe part of Jehtf^ah, 1 
Jook at the birth/ the Yik, the sufferings, and the death of Chants If 
1 look for the re^nciltation of a* sinner to God, I lo<^*for the^ opera- 
tions of the Spirit Jehovah in quiekening, enlightening^,, and're^iie^ 
rating him. 1 nnd the blessed Spirit reveals Christ, and steeds abroad 
Ihe^ love of God in the heart, and wheu this ia'dotfe, tbepoorMiniilir ia 
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ff^cancHpd, andashained^of a(l his l<>rtiier rebeHkm and oppoftUkm, 
He BOW loves bis God In his Trinity of Persons, with bis whple hearl^ 
^d with, bis whole sput. ThHs 1 find Christ to be the great Recoii- 
piler» boUi as it regards God and t^ao; aodtotl^is agrees the /Vpostle*. 
X Ttm. ii» 5. '* There is onie God and one Mediator. betyireen God and 
men, tb^ ^an Christ iesus/* This Mediator laid bis hand on both, 
parties, and to him we are indebted, and shall (or ever praise an^ 
bless bim both for reconciling Goc) to man, and Bnaa to God«:. Me- 
thiaks I see ^'Joseph/' JHIe starts! (lis blood b<^gins' to boil! 'I 
he^rhim say» I. bate the prepos^ion to; give me with, and' 11} 
faiccard. We are agreed 'f Joseph," — but let me ^ell you, I see no 
reai difference in this case between the two prepositions. 

I regret, Mr. Editpr, that the angry passions of your able Gen- 
tributora should have been elicited, on a subject so blessed and peaoe^. 
fol. Theepemies are doubtless upop the alert, and how will the 
Philistines siiou$, when they see the Israelites disagreeing among 
themselves^ I ponfeiss I dp like to see love prevailing even In oof 
disputea: if w^ were, as careful to bear with, and instruct our op^, 
'ponent|i,as we are to pervert their wpr<fs, andi take advantage whei|« 
liiey expose ^mselves ; if we were as solicitous to promote tfaeic 
wtcreBt, 1^ we are to promote our own honor; in that case Con- 
^ovecay would he both pleasant and profitable. I hope. Sir^ your 
latare numbers, will liimish us with aflectioBate diseussioiis on divine 
sublets, that whilst your Readers are instructed with: the light, df 
truth., they may be also edited t>y the: spirit of love which phall per* 
vada-ryouir hpiiored pa^ea^ 

Your sympathbing Friead, 
jtUg^0t,imi. ■• - H.W.T. 

(PJ ^HE CONTROVERSY, pisr RECONCILIATION;, 

Tp thq Edfitor cft^ Spiritual Magazine. 

SIR, 

H<^ving read |q yp|ir Ittyalpab|e Tfea^ury, the articles on Recen*; 
p|iation,'i was truly so^ry to observe' the spirit in virhichyour Corresf 
pendent? have treated each otli^r. ^ I iMllieve they both mean welU 
but do QOt distinguish between things that dif^r. It has ofteii 
pained my mind in hearlpg froin f be pulpit, and reading from the 
press, good, honest, godly men, quibbling at each other ieibout things 
in wliich they Qn)y dilfer in wording ttieir apprehensions of divine 
^h| whiqb has ofteii paused a shyness in Zion, truly lamentable.' O 
^at the ({appy day iii'ay soon df|wn »ien all the inhabitants 9/ Ziolii 
shall see' ey^ fo ey^, and that'love that covers a multitude of faults^ 
j>eBO richly enjoyed in tW hearts of Gbd*s people, that when they 
fee a Brother torongs instead of calling him a Socinian, a Fool, or 
other harsh names, aim to set him tight, or else agree to dilfer. 

Your Correspondent Joseph treats of the exalted acts of faith 011 
^he God of all grace, in the Supra lapsarian love oif bis heart, above 
fvery consideration of our ifall^ circumstances; we wete blesee^ 
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with the Qveifa]! blessings of immutable (race, iii Cbifsti «s onj 
Head and Husband, (not as the Mediator) here is our everlasltoff 
happiness and security. To dr^w near to the Qpd of eterlaF.fin^ aii^* 
Immutable loVe, aoder the heajrt expanding inAuencej^ ni God th«' 
jtSomforier, "arid hpicl sacred feflojrship yf\^ him in all the out^oiog^ 
of his immeasurable and uncbangiqg; ^raee to my persoi^;!!! -roy- 
^orious Head, Representative, ^nd Stockholder of all coromuBtcable 
grace aiid g)ory ; in the eternity of his*adopting favor ;'iit «npoltine' 
ihy 6ame in the book of Lif)?; in predei^tinatiag yne tpbe coofornieq'* 
^ the image of his Son ; in accepting of me in the Beloved, with all' 
the unnumbered blessifigs of ancient grace^ tha^ take theic, rise froni* 
the great ocean of everlasting love. But these sublime and heavenly* 
seasons of spiritual fellowship are not «/tP0^« enjoyed by the saints 
of the most l^ight they do not climb the upper skies, nor get a view' 
6i the everlasting hills in all their approaches to God ill prayer :• 
they Ho not altaayt find it Tabov*s mount; nor get mto the* suburbs of 
heaven in their closets. If Joseph was to visit all the Kving ranks of 
^ Zion, and en<}u1re of tlfem one by one wbethef they \v9re always thus' 
ilevaied, he ^otf)d have an answer in the negative. ' J liisv^ been tii 
fhe biibit of beitig it Prayer Meetings for these last nine years, amf 
have found It a rar^ thing for a Brother to approach God in the 
gtorrous relation of a Covenant Feather ; but generally their thought iar 
fixed on him as a God pardoning iniquity, transgression « and Mn: Not 
Wfttit is their high privilege, and the greatest enjoyment is connected 
tv<ith if ; but is it alwa^ so } bur judgment must nbt cohtradiot oii^ 
experience. I find (though I am highly favored .of my God) .these 
are seasons peculiar to the hill Misar, and Hermon*s Mount, which 
are soseldom, that they ar^ greatly prized by' me, • whep -under a 
sense of guilt, plagued with unbelieving fears» harrassed by the great 
enemy of souls, and cast down u|ider a view of my exceeding vilenea|{ 
It cheers my' sinking heart *to' approach G6d as a reconcitefrGba; 
that there is ^.wa^ of '.nf pri# through the peacft lip^&kU^g blood of 
the cross.' But it is the summit of all my happiness to know that 
God's love is immutable and invariably the same, through all the 
changes of a time st^e. It is a glorious fact that Jtehovah set bis 
Ipve upon the p^^ons of hi* people in Christ ; that he chote and 
(iluied theip in him ; that his eye is fixed on them in him> (herefor^ 
he see9 no sp9t in them, and upon this ground it is said,t^^ s^esno 
iniquity in Jacob, nor perverseness in Israel, (vyhile .in fact ae( falieii 
creatures they are /ti// of iniquity, and their lives one s^iie ofper^ 
'i.erscuess) the Church a9 vieWed in the Beloved, was' the ob»)ect ofibe 
Fatlier's delight in a grace relation,. Unalterable, unforfeitable and 
indistJoluble ; as viewed in this glorious union oneness with her gloru 
pus He^id, we have no conception of a reconciled God. 
. The Scriptures s^t forth the Ciiurch under another relation which 
wa^: eternally ordained «he should pass under, for the. glorification 
of Jehovah^s character* to display the immensity of divine love, and 
put an everlasting crown of g^ory on the head of the gteat deliverer 
ofZion. - •' 

\ When Gad cre^^ted Adam,, he stood fort^ the Hea4 of. ail tfar 
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Iniman fi^iDily that Aoiild spring from biis* lotus. He was create 
holy aftd -upright in 'tb« ioiage of God, in a stat^of friendship and 
tranquility with bis Maker ; aod on the ground of his rektiion to tlte 
Creator; as a creatUi^e, be lived h a state of nearness to God, and 
yielded obedten<2^ to Ms commaiids. ' But nrhen be rebelled against 
Odd; broke his corainandsy trampled on bis rights/ and rejected his 
authority f he broke the peace; forfeited th^ friendship of his 
Maker; was driven frops his Paradaistcal state, and a flaqnng sword 
placed there to hinder his approach again. Here we see God Was 
justly offended : the curse went forth, and de^th was the consequence. 
In Adam's downfsdl, the Church was involved, as vtretl as the r^t; 
for by one mati*s offence oondemnatloii cante upon att men, Rbm. 
v. 17,' 18. Thus we see God was necessarily offended, oi^ iyreeon- 
ciled : a laio enmity took plade in God as the l^^v&eXgn of the ifiii- 
vef^f, and Lawgit>^ ^^tne wotld; atod a sin eHMitf^ in man, as a 
rebellious creatufe in his empire. This divine sovereignty petmHied 
<whii«if held fkst the objects of imidense love in its bosom, having 
laade in Covenant ample provision* for tbeir recovery.) 

He cauid,.but Would not hipder it. 
That he might greater ^ory get*: . 

From revdiation ive learn that' toar broke out in the garden ; that 
justice was indignant with the offender ; that God was the pARtT 
;off€^ed^ and hi^ righteous character bound him to sw^ep the ivhole 
human race to endless woe, (had pot grace prevented by findbgaa 
tkbie Interposed fof Zi5n) tliis is plain to any thinking, unpr^udicedf 
'grace>taught soul, that' God was irreconciled with m/ii( iaoan; If" wo 
|deny the under/all transactions of Zion, we shut outthe.gre&t woA 
oftW cross altogether. .. 

I have endeavored, Mr. Editor, to shew in what sense Cod ci^fd 
iieVer be irreconciled, and in what sense he was reconciled. ' I shall 
now take a view of the removal of the offence, by the peace-ntaki^g 
deed of the cross. The Apbstle Paul tietls os how it dame to.pas^ ; 
he traces it to ils^ source, God was in Christ reconciling the (elect) 
world unto himself: By what means ?, not iinputibg their trespasses 
and offences unto them? ^ (^ot. y. 19. but as he says in the 2l9t 
"verse, he hath made him to be iin for »«, laid 'tlie whole charge of all 
't)ur original and actual offences o'n him. Itow was it that that God 
who Kras offended at his people as sinn^n and enemte$ to hini, should 
be said to'^econcile them to iijmself! t answer, by devizing 0e glori* 
Otis and equitable plan of Reconciliation In the grecit cdunbil of peace, 
. in ^ne/lng' a Peace-Maker that was>i^/e/to make tlecpnciliation; by 
imputihg all the trespasses of Zion to their glorious Surety ^X^s the 
Apostle here expresses it) and accepting the work of the t)9.y*s M^an 
Redeiemer in their stead: this b what I understand by God bqing in 
t^hrist bringing his family into friendship with himself, and this is the 
gTbry of the Gbspel scheme; here the grace ahd Covenant We' of the 
Father,' shines out in Immortal splendor, and^ is the grand ieatur^ in 
the plan of endless grace. When we considei* that he that was bifen- 
ded, and insulted, should propose the terms of p^ace^ and)Efltf aMc- 

Voi. 1.— No. 5. U 
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diaior to fill up the breach, was marvellou« grace, and uaparalleled 
ffLVOt, which Aiigels never heard of, men never thought of, nor * devib 

,• We will npw notipe th^ m«#nf of affecting JleconcUiaiip9* The 
,^eatfa of God> dear Son. 1 Cor. v. 19* For this purpose be'ybttejl 
Jihis rebeUious Province of his . Father's Empire, and was made like 
unto his brethren, that in his Priestly work, *he might mtike Becopci- 
.Ration fojr the jtiis of hb people. ' Heb. U. 17. This Daniel forieldW 
.he sfaouRJldo, to make Reconciliation for iniquity. ^Danid ix. 34. 
and Micah also said, This map shall be the peace. Micah v. 6. Pssil, 
after it Was affected, said, he is our peac^, !Mrho hath made peace by 
Jhe blood of the cross. Co), i. 20. Qere we see the wholes work^ of 
.Messiah, was to give f atisiaction for>U tbe offends of iCion*' 'Be 
. acted as the Mediator of Ilecopciliation, ctetisfied tlie Fatb^f ibr^ 
. jnjury done, stood in the gap, filled up the breach, popred into the 
. I^p pf justice, an ample satisfaction ; and made all the commandment 
j^essels to run over. lie restored that which he took not aw^y^ iod 
in the mirror of tly cross, we view all the Attributes of Deily sbiniug 
in everlasting harmony ; the Father, and his family, meet in everlasting 
friendship, and an impossibility of the peace evei* being broken again : 
this laid the basis for a renewal of friendship, on equitable terms ; for 
|>^ i\ke |)loQd of satisfaction, peace was ipad^ ^tweeii parties 'who 
. Were at variance. 'Oiir Elder Bro'thej* gn^ciously stept ini Between us 
and offended Majesty, and h^ bearing the curse, exempted us; by his 
interposition, brought Into a state of. friendship, the Father and all 
\iiB junior brethren. Po we not see by these fore cited portions of 
holy writ, that Christ acted towards the Father for us; as it was with 
* the children of Israel in their national Covenant, which was ; all to 
shadow forth'the Prince of peace, who was the antypical sin and feace 
pfferikig 1 Leviticus vl. 90. and viii. 16. ^ 2 Chron. xxix. 24. Ezek. 
xiv. 15. 17. It is also worthy of remark, that when God the Father 
was pacified towards his. offending children, (for l^is cli|ldren (hey 
Were, though pffpuding phildren, for all their' peperse ways amr 
alienated bis heart fit>m them) If e f^ssumef' the sacred title of the 
God o( peace ; the Holy Qho|(t thai makes the peace known^ the Spirit 
of peace : th^ deafh of Christ was pot to sathfy the people ; this 
' would b<e turning ibe whole Gospel plan upside down. Let our Re- 
conciled brethren to t|[ie doctijne of Reconciliation by b)ood^ giv^ tlii^ 
thought due weight. * - • ' ■ ' ^ ^. f 

Reconciliation being effected for iniquity, by the Covfrnant repre- 
sentation of the Church, andl peace eetaalisliedon equitable terms, thi^ 
ambassadors of the Prince of Peace, are sent forth to proclaim lU 
The Holy Ghost is engaged to bjess the message to all the sons of 
peace ; therefore says the Apostle Paul, Hatlf committed unto us the 
3Mrord or ministry of Jleconciliation ; the Apostle Peter wept forth 
under this sacred commission, preaching peace by Jesus Christ, (he is 
, Lord of All) Acts x. 36. They built all their preaching on the Re^ 
conciliation effected on fhe cross: notice the arguments made uise of 
by the Apostle Paul ; We pray you in Christ stead, be ye Reconcile^ 
Jo God. But ki^owing the sin convinced sinner would directly sa^; 
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vviU that God against whom I have Tived in open rebellion, foe Recoit- 
ciled to me ? Here he meets the objection. For he hath mad^ him to be 
Bin for us, ^ Cor. v. 21. Affain, ye who were sometimes afar off, are 
made nigtt4iy the blood of Chriist. Read also, Ephes. ii. 14 to 17. 
and came and preached peace, to you that were afar off, and to them 
that afe nigh. The Holy Ghost iii the dispensation of the Gospel of 
peaiSe, brings all the family into an open state of reconciliation witti 
Gpdy and b/t comes to every son of peace on ihe ground of peace 
bebg made with God by the blood of the tross. He turns enemieii 
into friends, and foreigners into citizens ; slays the enmity of th^ 
will ;- opens the «yes of the understaiKding ; reconciles the^'mind to 
tlie ' sovereign plan of salvation, and brmgs the sinner to meet a 
Reconciled God, who meet in everlasting embrace at the cro<t: ail 
that was n^essary to effect this, wais omnipotent energy, which is 
put forth by the Holv Ghost, who brings the distant fa'miiy nigh unttf 
God. " , . ' 

• But not to trespass further : — Whether we say, God was ri^ibontfiled;' 
that peace was made ; that Christ made a fiill atonement for sin; that 
he hath delivered us from wrtfth to cofme : it li all one arid the same 
great fact, though under a different/orm, or representatioii. ' To dis* 
linguish the two headships of Christ and Adam, is important and'ne^ 
ces^ary : in our comparing spiritual things with spiritual things, we 
must not effect to exAt one part of truth a{ the expense of the other ; 
bat our yicfws must be such. as shall harmonize the whole. Under this 
view of the suliject, wd worship the Trinity in unity, grace, merits and 
miglUi dwefls on the thought in bur approach to the mercy-seat ; and 
we see the glory of our Covenant relation, that abides for ever, while 
our affinity with a fallen head, became all a wreck, 
f May the Spirit of wisdom and knowledge give us fufther dis- 
coveries of the consistency and harmony of divine truth, and open its 
sacred order to 6ur renewed minds, that under itii savor, we may risd 
into sacred fellowship with the Th'ree-Onfe-God. May the divine 
blessing ac<^ompany these few remarks, and render your labor oftove, 
a diffused blessing to the Church of God. With earnest prayer to 
God that your Magazine may always teem with, the same glorious 
subjects with which it has begun ; and ever deserve the title you have 
given it, is the sincere desire of your well-wisher, in the ties of un- 
alterable, grace, opened up in reconciling blood, through the 
majestic operation of the Comforter. 

Golden Square, London. £. M4 



A LETTER TO A FRIEND. 

. Bear Sir. 

* If the Lord please, I leave Chard on Monday next for Teovi! 

and Salisbury, and agreeable to your, and the friends' request, hope 

to be at Hartley Row, to preach on' the Thursday evening, in the fol- 
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lowing week. As it rf^^pecto the journey, I bv^e ln4 omiky oppoHo* 
nitie)} of sowing the seed of the kingdom ; and I make no i^ii^uiries^ 
about, or concerning;, the reception of it. Paulplants, and AppUoa 
iVAt€rfit and God givetti tbe increase. Here I leave it, .. \ consider 
that 1 have nothing further to do with it* My onlv concern is ta 
preach the truth as it is in Jesus, so iaf as mj knowieoge of the same 
extends, and there to leave it; nc|r anil any farther solicitous about it. 
1 4.0 not want a name (or preaching; nor to be honored for it. My 
desire 19, that Jesus mav be exacted m his Person : that he may have • . 
a glorious name : that his fame may be increased, and his renovra 
spread abroad. And this will be the cau 19 consequence of the 
preaching the everlasting Gospel, Urhether by B|y mhustry, or by th«4 
of others^ Here.t am suje mv end wi\l be obtained, blessed be the 
Lord for ever and ever. If Christ is exalted, his salvatioa set fbrtb« 
bis blood and righteousness preached, as the whole of |k pinner's salva- 
tion, and the one only foundation of a sinner's hope, it is enough^ 
I«et the Lord choose, and make useof, what instruments be.pleafes. 
A friend of mine, once ^aid to me, "No one caii preach « te^€^ 
Christ than you do. They may preach Christ ffMr? glarioual^^ buli 
a better Jesus they cannot preach," • Therfi ia a great deal of truth ii» 
this. 

tV) preach Christ, is the p;rand point. To. preach him and his aal-i 
yatibn, as most exactly suited to a sinner'a case; and to leave the 
eiuner u^ithout the least cause of f^ pr doubt, arising froni itfiy* thing 
tie'^is liie subject of; iu glorious to such as really know th^ir sipfuk 
iiess and sinnership. It is a great lesion, which the lioly Ghost alon^ 
can teach ns, to set forth Jesus Christ, as gioyt completely adapted t4» 
every part of the disease contained in sin, end, a# a perfect Saviois 
for it : by virtue of whose life and death, bloof) and righteousness, 
there is everlasting purity, death and ^ure, for all sorts of sinful mai 
ladies. There is pr^im^ as well as ««er/«/iii^ (ife and salvation in 
Christ crucified, it is a prttent salvation : and he is a present Savior. 
It is but for him to look on the sinner, and the sinner to^looli uato 
Jesus, aijid everlasting health and purity are imparted unto the mind« 
By faith we receive into pur minds, the real apprehension of the 
virtue of Christ's blood, and the perfection of Christ's most gtorious* 
complete and everlastingly efllcacious righteousness. . Atid ^s fiath 
b nothing mere, nor less, than a real spiritual percept^>n. of, CtMriaf^ 
and his finished work. As there is but one ifray of receiving light 
from the Sun ; so there is but one way of receiving Christ .into our 
minds* TShe one is by the t^e, the other by faiihs which is the^t of 
the mind. When we are receiving light from the Sun, through the 
medium of the eye, we are^not thinking about it. So, when we.are 
actually looking unto Jesus, we are not thinking about puI'fle^th ; but 
we are wholly iswallowed up in contem|>^tipn on Christ, the otjeetM 
faith. If the min'dd of Go'd^s people, vrere' spiritually engaged, in 
thinking Non Qhrist, they would be fully possessed with every evidence 
of their interest in him, that they coukt possibly desire. It is becalise 
Christ is so little known ;. and because there is such a neglect of biWH 
and looking' f^ from himi that the minds of proftQSso|rs are.sp 
puzried and perplexed, and they are such strangers unto him and his 
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f:r«et.' They look Ip wliat is 9tikd • work of grace in Ike. soul, and 
lor inwaid evideooea of thiB ; as tkough tbe very salvatioa of our 
soola defM»ded.oii this ; so that thb b set up in the very rooin» and 
piAde* <lf Jesus Obrist himsdf. Wky» there is no salvation in us« No. 
Nor is any part of the Holy Spirifs woik within us salvation. Sal-^ 
v4Uumi9 tke fimU 0/ lAs FaiMr^s everlasting lope. The Father con- 
trived and propo^ it» in the council and covenant of peace, to his 
Son and Spirit, before all worlds. He cidled, and engaged* his Co- 
equal Son» to^ef/orm salvation- woik ; which he hath done, and com- 
pleted. It consisted, in putting away sin by the sacrifice of biniself, 
and in brnging in everlasting righteousness. 

The work and oflke of the Holy OhosC, in the souk of the elect, 
are tol produce in them, a spiritual, and supernatural birth; by which 
they have a spiritual fiiculty, suited to receive the knowledge of God, 
and of his Sion Jesus Christ. And it is di further part of ^e Holy 
$pirit*s work, l« re^eai Ckriet to the renewed mtft^ to take of tht 
thiuge of Ckrut, amd ehew unio them, and to testify concerning ^risi 
and the Father's love to them, from the ScnpUtres of truth. And 
when tiie. Holy Ghost leads the sinner to Christ, he gives gr^atec 
evidence to the mind of Christ's love to such, and of personal interest 
in him, in -a single moment, than can be obtained by all the legnl 
marks, and signs of inherent grace, throughout the wlbue course of a 
a person's tife; and ten thousand times more satisfactory. 

May the Lord lead all his people off from poring on their gifts and 
gracea, to look to Christ alone. 4tf ay he dso Ic^d them into personal , 
eommuiiion with Christ, and with the Father in him. May yornever 
be ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, in any part,«or article of it. May 
you be a wise Scribe ; a ioorkman which needeth not to be oihamed^ 
righUi^^Uviding the word of Truth, 

Yours, in the Lord, 

SAMU£L EVLES PIERCE. 



To the Editor of the Spiritual Magazine. 

Sir, 

I have perused with pleasure, and trust with profit, the Numbers 
of the ** Spiritual Magazine ;*' and if it continues to be conduct* 
ed with the same ability and temper, I moi^t heartily wish it success, 
and shall do what littie I -can to encourage it. The press in our day» 
teems with religious Publications; but I know of no one work that is 
jast what I could wish. The almost total absence of the glorious 
doctrine of free-grace salvation from some, and the .self ^coiiceited 
and dogmatical style of many things in some others, give pain 10 
the humble followers of the meek and lowly Savior. . I am anxious 
that while you. Sir, or your Correspondents, ** Contend earnestiy for 
the fthh,'' it may be done with the meekness of wisdom, and with an 
evident desire: to convince those who are wrong, and turn them from 
the error of tfieir ways. 
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I intend, Sir, to bend 'you occaislotiftUy/ a* few remarks on some' 
pasisa^s of Scriptute ; if any thing I may comaiun'tcate/ iir in year 
jttdgn^nt calculated 'to adi^anee the gloi'y of Ood» aiid beneftlr-hia 
Church, yon are at Hberty to insert it ; and may yonr endeiUri^ira meet 
the appHTobatfon of the Great Jehovah, \ '^ - 

lam, Sir, yoiur*s &c: 

Jug^t, 1821. STEPHANAS. 

REMARKS ON ISAIAH Lii. 13. 

Behold t my Servant shall deal prMmtly. He shall be ex- 
alted^ and exiolkd, and be very high. 

That this scripture refers to Christ, there can be, I think; no 
doubt ; or if there be, St. Paul in.his epistle to the Romans, xt. 20, 21 * 
wiH decide the question. He there tells us, *« That from Jerusalem, 
and round about unto Itlyricum, he had fikUy preached the gospel, 
not vi^ere Christ vras already known ; but where he was not known, 
that the prediction in the verses following diight be fulfilled, via,' that 
many nations should hear of Christ. He then is the Person spoken of. 
And that our mieditation of him may be sweet. Come thou 'Holy 
Spirit of truth, lead us into, the trath. Tis thy prerogative to explain 
the scriptures ; thine aid we implore* ' - . ^ - 

1 know not what Jehovah could have said more adculated to com- 
fort his people., l^ey felt they were sinners; they experienced in 
part the sad consequence of their first Fathei's imprudence/ and they 
had no hope of deliveranlse from the state- in which they virere, but 
what was founded upon the promised Savior. To his advent they 
were looking, and now and then could sing, " Our Redeemer is mighty ; 
Jehovah of Hosts is his name, he will-comeand save«is.'* Yet at other 
rimes, tliey were the subjects of the most intense anxiety, well know- 
ing it was no easy Work to yield perfect obedience to Jehovah's law, 
especially in the midst of great opposition. Perhaps they were ex- 
ercised with «ome such thoughts as these ; What if he should fail in 
some one point ? What if he sliould yield to some one temptation 1 
What if he should speak one wrong word? then are we f6r ever lost 
Heaven is gone. Hell is our portion. If something of this kind did 
not agitate their minds, I cannot see the propriety or Occasion for the 
pnunise ; and if it did, oh how precious must the Lord's assuiahce 
have been to them, that his servant should deal priidently. 
. Christ b frequently in scripture called,. God's Servant^ut it always 
.applies to him as Media^r only ; for "lie beidgin the form of God, 
thought it no robbery to be equal with God : but made himself of no 
reputation, and took upon himself the forrii of a Servant.^ : A servant 
bais duties' to perform, to his master, he is responsible ; and on* the 
compleat and proper performance of his duty, depends iiis own cha- 
racter. Now, did not the Holy Ghost tell the Church this, wheh he 
designated Christ his Servant? . I think he did, and it is a pleasing 
and precious truth, that Christ has an interest in his people; ahdthat 
for his own name's (or Character's) sake, he will save them. If 
this was kept iu mind by the Lord's people,. I tbmk we should not 
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have^Q many mourners in Zion. '' Deal prudently." ' This I imagine, 
refers particularly lothe life of Jesus, which was spent to work the 
robe of righteousness. Full well did old Testament saints know, 
that nothing short of absolute perfection would meet the laws de- 
mands, * that they could never appear in the presence of Go(f in a 
Spotted robci I am persuaded there were many of them well ac- 
'qiitfnled with these truths: hence arose their deep concern, and 
^when unbelief prevailed) that dreadful uneasiness which, this, as 
Veil as many other promises was intended to remove. We have an 
-advantage' over them: We know that Christ has done what God prpr 
inised he should do. And we adore his wisdom as we read his life ; 
4n«l' we know by his prudent dealing, all his foes (whether Satan him- 
'self, or the Scribes, or Phar^ees, or Herodians, or Lawyers,) were 
^iietfc^; confounded, and compleatly vanquished : of it may refer to 
4iis managing the affairs of his Chi^rcn to the end of time« He who 
^iis God's Servant, is now God's King; " All power in heaven, and 
in earth is given unto him,** which he employs for his Church« Over 
her interest he watches, ail her affairs he manages, anid his history 
^uH^ pi'oves-the vastnessof his wisdom, and prudence of his dealings* 
V'Wh^ Christ does for the Church as a body, that he also does for 
«vei^'iadiVidual member of it. He is the God of providence,. and 
^* His judgments are true and righteous altogether:" his popple .can 
-sometimes say, even now all is right : and if at other times they say, 
*' all things are against us.** The period is coming, and will certainlj 
jarrive, wjien* the redeemed of the. Lord, looking back on ail the ^ay 
th^y were led,, shall address the Redeen^er and say, ** Just and true 
'were all thy ways th6u King of saints,*' Jesus reigns. How sw^et 
the thought. He manages my aS'airs. Could I manage better than 
he does ? Let the thought for ever silence my murmurings ; and if he 
lead through the fire, or through the wajter, may 1 cheerfully follow, 
singing all is w^ell; my Jesus is too wise to err; to good to be linkind. 



A BRIEF ACCOUNT 
- OF PHILIP MELANCTHON. 

Pbilip Melancthon, one of the principal instruments employed by 
Providence in the work of the Reformation, was a native of Germany, 
^e-was bom at Bretten, a small town in the .Palatinate of theHhine, 
in the year of our Lord 1497. In 1540, the ChrisMan world was 
nearly deprived of Melanctbon, by a dangerous illness, of v^hich he 
inlormed his friqids he received a divine intimation in a dream'. His 
disease was brought on by; excessive grief, occasioned by the. tyranni- 
cal land scandalous conduct of a great man, who professed himself 
one of th^ principal supporters of the Reformation. As he was kp-. 
pointed, however, 'to attend the divines *who met' at Hf^uenaii/ in 
order to settle some differences ; having made his will, and committed 
himself to God,.he set forward on his journey. As' be left' Wfttetn- 
burg, he addressed himself to one of his friends in Latiii; to the foi- 
lowing effect :^-^ 
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Death, now, shall closcf the biitet Mtne of Kk, ' " 
la synods, councils, and polemic striAl. 

He was soon taken ill on the road, and in a sfiort tine appeared 
to be near death. His sight failed ; his speech was gone; n^ laf 
motionless and insensible to ever^ thing around him. In this pottous 
situation the Elector of Saxony instanUy sent fox Lutfaier*. As soon 
as he entered the room, and fastened liis eyes on MelaiictbQa« he 
exclaimed, /' Alas I how is this precious and profitably instruo^^i of 
the Church of Ood weakened, and ready to perbh I" He then .c«i- 
tinued for some moments to pour out bis soid to God in ffrueiftt 
braver in his behalf; when suddenly, rising from his kneess hi^. too^ 
AicJancthon by the band, and cri^ out, *' O Philip, be oC ^^od 
courase, thou shiedt not die !— Therefore give no place to the spirit 
of sadness, neither be thine own murderer; but put thy trust inGoc^ 
who kflleth and maketh alive P While he . was thus . np^^ikui|^ 
Melancthon began to breathe, and from that hour grew better^ and 
iiettentill at length he was restored to perfect healdi. . . 
He fell asleep in Jesus, expiring without a si^b or a.g^oaa, April 
, 19th, 1560, in the 64th year of his age. His remains were konciwbly 
inferred, amidst multitudes of real mourners, in the Chureh itf^th^ 
casitle of Wirtemberg, near the tomb of Luther, to. w^om he had bfen 
faithfuHy united, in life and in death. His funeral oration was pio- 
aounced by Winshemius, the Greek Professor. 

Wt intended io htn)efolhwed this ehori Mmnhr, ty ike Rtf&rmer^e 
mnlimenU an Divine Grace; but ere prevented for want ofrdom ; hMt 
k ehalt eertainhf afpear in our next. ' ^ . - 



QUERY. : 

Mr. Editor, 

The undermentioned text having very much harrassed my mind, 
I should feel obliged if some of your Correspondents' will give tan 
elucidation ; for, I read in other parts of Gpd*s W^rd, thut he is not 
a Man that he should repent. ' - 

July^ind^ldM. THANKFUL 

• Genesis vi. 6. 

And it repented the Lord that he had made man an the earth, land 
U grieved'him at hie heart , 

We beg to present our Correspondent with the following admnntble 
thought^ from the pen of a Commentator on the Sacred Volume. 

Edit. 
•y God's repentance denotes not any change of his purpose, or wiU 
with himself: in this respect he is -unchangeable, and cannot repent." 
*' But it denotes the. cbangeof bis Providence, conedpondent with bb 
fixed purpose/^ 
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ANbTHER GOSPEL . 

T6 the Editor qftjie Spiritual Magazine. 

. Sir, , . 

I have read the Prosp^ctuti of your Maj^azine^ and that not without 
smne degree of ihteirest; ho|)i^g thid New Miscellany naajf prpyc^ 
under the influence of the Holy Spirit, an instrument pf Qomfortiof 
the feeble minded, and supporting the weak of Ghriit's flock* . 

It has been said of some persons, that they 6Ad Christ^tery wbcr^ 
in the Bible, and of others, that they find hhnno tohtte^ Respecting 
the important doctrine of Election, the late excellent Rev. Jobn Hevh- 
ton said, ** It should be in preaching, wbat sugar is in a cup of tea; 
(i» e.> pervade and be mixed with the Whole ; but be ibund no inhtti 
in k lump.'* It is very painful to hear Ministei^ Who profes^ \6 be- 
lieve this doctrine, and that of the necessity of the influence of the 
Holy Spirit to enable us to do any thing acceptable in the sight t>f 
God, sp cautiously avoiding the mention of these things and gtVib^ 
us only dry, moral harangues. . r . . , . . , 

These doctrines must be preached plainly and fully, for I beUeve 
God -will not bless, either to the conversion of siuners. Or te tbe 
building up of saints in their most holy faith * that Kind of preaching 
ia which these two great and essential doctrines are not insisted on. 
together with that of the universal depravity of human nature, and c^ 
nWs utter inability even; to ^t think a good thought'' of himself, 
When! consider the gteat streiss nhicli opr blessi>d Lord Him- 
self laid upon this doctrine of the Holy Spfrifs itfflaence, and the 
continual referenda to it by his Apostles in their Epistles to \\\^ 
Asiatic Churches, it is to me passing strange, how any Minister caa 
overlook or disregard It. 

• Another important doctrine is that of vital union to Christ by faitfi. 
Take away these^ and where is the Gospel! This ij^ a wonderful day 
iodeed in which we live, and great things are accomplishing in tbe 
earth; but it is much' to be feared, that real, vital, experimental, and 
practical godliness^ are at a low ebb amongst us. .. 

It is very true that bigoti'y and spiritual pride, form i^q part of 
Christianity ; but we most take especial care, that undejrtlie pretence 
of a universal, 'Catholic spirit, we do not undervalue or lose sight of 
the great truths of the Gospel. If professors of Religion were as 
much alive to the importance of faith in spiritual concerns as they are, 
10 the affairs of this world, they would oftener exclsMm with the 
Apostks, ** Lord increase our faith.*' They well knew that if tbeit 
faith were strong, so would all the other graces ofthe Spirit. ^ God's 
people are generally tried and afflicted, and they need strong meait,. 
a4 well as milk. If any one who objects tp strong meat, could be 
placed in the same circumstances as the Writer, alike in body, mind, 
and outward estate; he would soon find that milk would not do for 
him. Wishing yoti success in the name of the Lord« . 

I remain, 

Your'a respectfully, 

OBSERVAtOR. 

Vot. t— No.5. X 
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de;vonport auxiliary gospel tract SOaETY.. 

Thb fint General Meeting of the Memben of die Devonport Anxiliary Go^ 
pel Tract Society, was hfeld at the London Inn, in Deronport, on the 9tli of 
August. — Of tliose wlio appeared to liave taken tlie mont acttve ptfrt on tbe 
ppopipn, tlie Rev. Dr. Hawker stood prominent. He optaed the Meeting ^ith 
obsenriUy ttiat in conformity to a standing order of the Parent Society in. Loor 
cl^on, and which was recommended to be followed by every Anxiliary throoghoot 
the kingdom, tfae-boslness wonld eomi^ience wi^ a portion of the Sacred Scrip- 
tares. The 9thchap!lerof£srawas then read, whleh wiCii followed by prayer. 

On& of the Secretarief then read.the Roles of tbe Sodety, desiring tlie^mte- 
bers, as they were br^^ugfat (\irwf^rd» cme by one« if any pre^t liad any .obser- 
vations to make kpon them they woald dolt. When the Secretary had read the 
flrit, namely, — ^^^Tbattbislnstitatioh be denominated ''Th^Devonport Anxiliaiy 
IGkispel Tract Soetety,! Dr, H. rose and expressed his corduil appro6alimi of ^le 
fame ^ no naqie, he said, i|ccording tp his ideas, Qooid hlive been more happily 
chosen to express the very designation of the Sockity. Ow limits will not 
favor the admission of the several arguments advancea by the Rev. Spe^er in . 
coniintiation of his statement, but' the leading p«^nts that we could' gather fVom 
n -Speech of considerable length we wlH presei^t to our readers in* brief , and 
which wiU^ni^ble them to fonq 4hefa^ views of the nature and tendency of this 
Society. 

The Pf. observed, that wit)iont im|i|«gping the p)an of pther S<^ieties in the 
vaHons sehemep of hmnata- wisdom to ^ros^te'the 'world, he begged '{o arrest 
tlie aitlention of the Meeting to the solenm consideration which this Instftotidl' 
bad in view, winch w^ i> cQi|f«rmjty to the prophecies Holy Scripture had 
stated as t^e proininent features which were to mark the latter dmr. . Having 
largely quotea from the writing of 'Paui;Pe^r, Joh'ni and Jude,on this subje^rt, 
he made a comparative statement with the events ot the present hour to shew 
their agreement. The portions he qiioted were 1 Tfan. iv. 1, 9.-9 Tim. Uk i. 5. 
9 Peter it 1, 8.--1 John ii. 18, 19.--4ttde J to 10. «Had these holy men of oM, 
^aid he, written these several prophecies bufyesterday — and the latest ;of them 
is more than IBHO years since — they could not have more accurately marked what 
is now going on daily in the world, advanced as it now is, nearly to the close of 
A/onrth part of the 10th century.. 

The times In which Esra and his cotemporaries liveA, were^ gritty ainlkrto 
the pf®sg*t \n several particulars. * It ws» then, as ii now is, a time of pvefound 
peace. The Church had then latelv retofnetf from the Babylonian captivity. ' 
There were no idolslio worship then in Jerusalem; Fpr^ from the reign of Jeroi . 
bohm to Josiah, a period ofwore than 800 vears^ Israel had never beeil without 
gmven images. Bpt amidst those Isvorable cireumstanees, Eara had t» Imnent, 
as he did, the awful state of delinquency amqng the people. They ha^ by their 
' marriages with the neighboring nations, departed irbm the command given by 
tne Lord to their fhthers, Oedt. vii.. S,'4. They had mingled the holy seed with 
the worshippers of idols s and Eira felt all that indignation; ak J^oos for the 
Iiord's honor, which exptessed itself in 'renthig his mantle, and pfbcking off his > 
hair ; the well-known s^pis, among the Jtws, for talking shame and conwioB of 
race. The Ur. took occasion therefrom, 'by a comparative stateipient with the . 
present day of the Church' to remark the sad similarity. True, he said, i^^was, 
tha^ since the Reformation the exhibition of idols for worship 'arer not in our 
land. :>^e have no golden calver like those of old at Bethel,and we h'dvetliiiMigh 
t^e Lofd's goodness, as they had, a profound p^aoe. But, in the midsl of^these 
mercies, the ppen blasphemies at noon-day, are enough to mak^ the land tremble. 
An^ What makes the case of our British Israel, to be too nearly allied to 'the 
Israel of old, In the days of Bisra, we have a- mingling of divine troths with 
hmnan iqventions, and in the various systems of men^ we see-wofol departures 
from 11^ faUh once dfilitere^ to ^he sqptfs. In confirmation of this statement the 
Dr. adverted to some of the more prominent features of the Gospel, ohpt^srving, , 
aa he named them, their )$erfect agreement with the Articles of the Chnrcli of 
England. And of these, said he, as he closed his discourse, our fathers were so 
tenacious, at the expulsion of Popery, as to value them more than their lives, 
for they grasped them with a firmness which death iUelf could not wrench from 
them. ;. 

The remaining Rules were then adopted, and the other parts of the business 
oftheSodety having been gone through, the Meeting was closed by prayer. 
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the Jtiehet of Divine Grace Unfolded and Ekemptified, Sfb. ifi' 
Tv0eive Diahgues, by Samuel £yles Pierce, ptice 3i. 6d. 

[ As a giaut refre^^ed with winf?i ihis man of God comes forth froia> 
the ^i^oyment of the richer draughts of the vf'me of the kingdom; re^* 
vived, iuvigorated, and i^ejqicing ; accordiog to the striking figure of 
t4e ^an of Uz^ his flesh becomes fresher tlian a child*s, he returns to 
the days of his youth ; and with more thaia the vigor of yoiith, the 
vi^Demble saint wields his gigantic powers, and employs them id ihe 
bli^^ful service of the great, Head of the Church. .. ^ 

We do sincerely regret, on behalf o^f many of our Readers, thai this 
volume has 'not come under our notice before; for. ourselves, we aii^ 
Sincej^ely. rejoice that our adored Lord withheld the privilege until 
now, — as with him are the times and seasons for refreshing his* 
weary ones, and hereby we have truly and indeed been cheered by 
the way, and desire, by the renewed tokens of his love, to go on in 
tli^ strength thereof rejoicing. Majr our Readers have occasion to 
rejoice with us, by the sam^ means.. 

The first. passage we shall take the liberty to extract, is from the 
dedi^tory Epistle, and .cons'ists of a glorious expression of the: 
chlra$xter of Christ, as God-man. Having made quotations from the 
8th of t^ro verbs, and the 1st of Colossians, the Writer remarks : — ^ 

*' Here is Christ, Ood-man, in both theie passages, quoted from the Proverbs, ^ 
and tlie Golbs^ians, set befM'e ns in his Pergonal Glory, with his hative, inherent. 
incommonlc%\fle rOyaUies, msjosty, honor, titles, and dignity : not asthe SecOna ^ 
ifer^n in. the Trinity^', as essentially and-perBonally the Son of the living Obdj' 
bftt as the Second Pers'bd in the Trinity, living lind dwelling by personal union 
in the Man-Christ,' ai God manifest in the flesh. 

I m^st kaj to yoii, Sir^ the Persoln of Christ,' as God Man, and hi^ Personal , 
Glov|c^ as such, are at prej^nt ^ kst in ^ preaching of the -word of life, that ' 
the Qiarch of Christ seems scarcely to know her Lord and Head$ a^ he is re>^ ' 
vealed in the word of the Gospel: yet .this is a real loss to her. l\ is in Christ, 
God-Mail, the Unity of the Divine' mture, and the Personalities in it, are most <• 
clearly manifested. We have the whole Trinity in Christ ; not that thdy are ' 
so in him^ as, tj^t thsir distinct suhnstenoes in bedhead are shallowed np in 
him: no; but tliey are. each of them most clearly set forth in the doctrine Of ' 
Christ^s Person, as God-Man. , He is one Persdn with <* the Son of the liviii^ r 
God.*^ . He says, * As tbe Father h&ih life in himself; so hath he given to tlie, . 
Son t(>'lia«e life in hmrselfl' John v. 26. * In him dwelleth all the faliiess of 
the Godhead bodily,' i. e. Personally. - Christ, as God-Man, h^th k Hfe; glory^ ' 
blessedness, and communion with Godhead, ^hich are his personally and In^ 
cf(llll«^BiGabty• Now^ this is that part of divide revelatftofll y^hith concerns . 
Christ :himaelf.'' pages 7, 8^9. . . t 

; Quickly aften the following occurs^ bn the Mediatoi^hit) of Christ : , 

''^ Tfaie mediatorship and. salvation of Christ, on. the behalf of hi^ohnrch and 
people, constitute that part,of revelation, which is nHost properly to beestyled 
Gospel: in which Christ U recorded, as having humbled Ifunself; as havinj^ 
emptied hiniself ; as having laid aside his personal glory for a seitson ; as taking 
on lum the form of a servant: »b living in. our nature and world, the Surety of 
his people, a life of perfect ohediepce to his Father's holy law ; as hayiug been 
made sin for them, by the act of tUo diyine Father, vrho transferred their ijDl^iii<^ 
ties to hiin, and indflictjed on hinai jthe whole desert of all their crimes ; so that he ^ 
bath redeemed them frpm the curae of the law, halving been made a curse for ' 
them. All this constitutes the everlasting gospel of the blessed God) and is tbcf ' 
fruit of divibe'revelattoni" pVli. 
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An apprehension of these matchless glories, is» vetilfi t&e h(e ainf 
iipulof spiritual l(p(^wkdge. Fpr» wha&ayttilf the utpiost griisp of 
our attaihn\^Dt8, in subjects though spiritu^, of kss mowentv if j^€ 
know not these V In vatin is the stubhom will forced into a confessioa 
of the dime sovereigitty» in the gracious provision for the salvation 
of the Church ; in vatn is the undarHanding enlightened, into a dis-' 
oivery of the various and profound priDoip& on which the hopes of 
the believer fest ; in. vain WKike effecHmU raised, to admiration of 
the wisdom and order eshihited by the divine conduct of both person 
and iateflestn of t^e saint, while sojourning in the wilderness s — ^yea, 
all, — all in vain, if we attain not to a view* by faith of the Person or 
Christy ta.d his Personal Glories,— and of the Mediatorship of Chri8t,r 
andUs Mediatorial qualities. 

. Ok V with what rapture the soul of this ^ood man abounds, while 
eacpatiaAusg on these things I What, alas •! are his professed Brethren 
in the ministry about, who lav claim to the honorable title, and will 
hajre nothing to do with such blessed subjects ?. How is the name of 
ouriL^rd and. Maater pioftuied^ and his spiritual woriship set at 
nought ! Where find we the man, who possessed of these treasures of 
bft6wledg&,'froin the abandante of the heart speaks that he does know» 
and tSest&es what he has seen of the glories of Christ 1 How u the 
g»Id kscamedim: hour is the moei fine ^oid' changed: the precious sons 
of Zionj eoMparable to fine gold^ how aite they esteemed as eorthen - 
pitchi^s, the wqrlf of the l^qnd^ of the Potter t • 

.'Our Reiiders would do we|) to ponder again and again, the speei- 
mens we have already given from the pen of this Master Writer in 
his LoEd's service ; — but they would do better, if they be not already 
"fiW ^^ s hV d with Ibis cheap volume, |o acquire the privilege of the pns- 
sessipi) ^f a copy ; wherefrom, they will obtain, so far a& the Lord 
hath revealed his will in the written word; a summary of the whole 
counsel of God. 

We hasten to copy another par&gn^ph^ also from the introdiictory 
letter, wrih which we conclude our notice, for this month ; hut with 
t^fi (lope of b^g enabled to resume the work for our neiCt pnblica-^ 
tion, uhen we will enter upon the, Diatogves', apprehending the majo- 
rity of our Readers will r<ejoice with iis^ that we are I^rought together 
again in pfofital|Ae m.editatioa on siibj^tia so glorious^ arc o» 4 pr»* 
duc^n so superipn 

^* My desrly beloved Sir, I doubt not ofyaafvnaSng me, fa aeknowledgaig that 
tlie doctrine of the Three in Jehovah, is the ftundftliiiD pf tli&fU»4ptnM : tiiat 
the Person of Christ is the mystery of the Gospel f thi\t the Man. Christ Jesus, 
is.the object and sahject of the everlasting Imre aad delight of the Holy IVinity : 
that the love of Christ is the miracle which shmes forth in .the written wont: 
that his sidvatioa, vietories, conqnedtsvaad ttiuniphs, over all his and his chnrch'a 
eneiuie^^ are the subject of perpetoal adntfratioli by, all his saints, both elect 
aije^U«.|uid Mi -redeemed^ whether in earth or heaVen: that his church is one 
Wi^tb him, united unto hi«i<; that as clothed in his robe of righteottsness and 
washed in his bIood^-><;oni|»lete' In him r as snrroivideid by htm, and shone npon 
with his bright beams of tight and splendor, i» the wonder of heav§ir, i)ih admi- 
ration of elect angels^ the terror of dcvite,<tke one in wfaoipis all ChrisW delight. 
. J^n wM join me<insayiBg^4he church of Christ in hert>rimordj.aL glory, 1» very 
little known, ^he i», in t^ day in which you and I live, very setddSi tox^sidered. 
but as recovered <wt of her lapsed st^e by*er Lord and Eedeeniiri ffi^4 ^vea- 
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lii^ terj.^tmrefyjt is, fqr Uie.g1orle8 and perfection 9f tlu^t.salvalioa to be en- 
tered en and opened, so as for ner lo shine forth in lier redeemed state, a glorious 
iMrch, witliovt spot, all fair, in the obedience and sacrifice of her Lord, ^fbo 
toyt^Ki her, and washed her from her sins in his own blood. A» to her relatienlo 
Chrif t, hi^ de^ght in her,- the eommnnicationa he is ploased to afford her, hit own 
commnmpn.wiui her, and the real and actual fellowfhip he.frec^ly admits her. to 
hold with him — these are subjects seldom entered on : yet it is not l>ecaiise they 
are not fetealed; it is becaose these glorious truths are not knowik ; it is because 
they are oteriooked/' t • 



The Btliet€r'$Law 7Wa/> Coniemnaiian^mdReprieve,^c.BylLhofA9i9 
Upcraft.— Day. 

This important ** Trial," 19 the product of iht. intelU^eot miod pf 
a Minister of Christ, possessing a rich experience in cUvine tbioga. 
Mr. U. has thrown together, in the compass of a PaoipbleV ^tk 
great ingenuity and in a highly interesting form* various vi^ira of ihe 
progress of divine grace in the heart, and of the diversified iriala to' 
which the convinced sinner and tl^e renewed soidwere sufajeot* We 
greatly admire the following passage from the prefatory addrefts* for 
the tone of liberalitj^ which pervades t^e senttaient it.coQtaiiii ; 



^ I set up tio precipe standard of m^ o^jni. among God's Chosen^ fi>r I well 
kdOMfc while some hre tossed on the tempestuous ocean of distress, others have 
been blest to sail upon stiller waters ; nor would I draw the sword of cnielty to 
injure the peace of one of the Lamb's of the flock, yet I must confess that saJva- 
tio A cannot be prised, nor enjoyeduntil deserved destruction \a di^coxai^ t ^^ 
a refuse is only valued where peril and danger abounds.'' 

Want of space prevents us proceeding further at this time ; but we 
design to re-notice the Work so soon as the Second Partf which we 
aw infomed is preparing for the press^ shall appear. 



LoM Byron's Works viewed in connection with Christianity, 8fC. A 
Serm&n, delivered At Holland Chapel, Kennipgton, July 4th, 1824, 
an Genesis iv. 9. Ain I my Brothei^s Keeper? By the Rev. John 
Styles, D;D« Knight and Lacey. 

Were' it not that we are aware of the governing principle of the 
time-serving Preachers of the present day, among whom Dr. Styles 
atands conspicuous, we should feel astonishment in the same propor- 
tioB that we are grieved on a perusal of this " Sermon.*' Such an 
undertaking as that of reviewing the writings of the wretched Infidel,^ 
Lord Byron ; such circumstances a[s, those in. whicln the Speaker 
placed himself, for the instruction of " the Youth" under his pastosak 
care ; and such an important passage of holy writ, as that with which 
hi;?, subject was introducckl, — sure^ were sufficient to have Araim 
forth ibe best energies of a profest Minister of Chpist» and a man o£ 
taiciit, in behalf of ifome one ox^ ^it^j; of the grpuiKJl principles o( onr. 
inp9%, holy faith. "> 

' ^Nft^f^ of w^icfa» ^n4 ^^ ^^U refer but to on^^of thoa^ impdr^ale 
brahcne|i^o|^s|{^iril;uad.lfnowkd[ge» th^i^ Qppear.s,sci|r<«^l3f the rempl^^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



!5d REVIEW. 

allusion to tb& great Sacri6cc for sin, sq divinely prefigured in ll^e 
circumstances immediately connected with the awful questicm aiJLhe 
kead of the discourse ; and, consequently, not the shad^^^f faithful- 
ness in the picture of the state by nature in which his hearers lay. 
And we ask, with confidence in the correctness of the inference,' 
Were those hearers rightly directed to the consideration of the inr- 
portant subject before them ? 

We by no means would intimate, that theological discourses should 
at all tinges consist of Gospel truths arranged in consecutive order, 
according to the divinely connected statement of the sacred vorume j 
but by more than intimation we assert, and we earnestly implore the 
Spirit of all truth to enable us ever to contend Jor, the indispensible 
doty incumbent on all who minister in holy things, to hold every 
occurrence in Providence subservient to the one blessed employ, — ^ 
^daehing C/^rist unto the pt^pk. 

While the heart sickens with disgust, and the soul recoils witlf 
horror, when the believer comes in contact with a hardened Infidet 
a^dhis pernicious writings, and are compelled to record a truth which 
a host is set in array against us to deny, that the flock of God is less 
farmed by the insane efforts of these avowed Blasphemers, than by 
those who in: sheep's clothing are no other than ravening Wolves I 

As the subject in every view of it is painful to us, we decline pur- 
aubg it farther, or making extracts from the Work. 



Jhrogresmt Sanctifieaiion, being the Substance of a Sermon preached 
on Sundasf evening, Feb. 2»th, 1824| at Hephzibah Chapel, Dept- 
ford, by George Evans. 

The disciple of Jesus whose judgment is unsettled by the pestiletf* 
tial winds of error which surround him, and who naturally pand neces- 
sarily too, apprehends danger from even the sound of team, which", 
xonvey sentiments obnoxious to the spiritual undlerstanding, need 
feel no alarm when reading the title of this discourse. Herein he will 
gather profitable instruction from themes which fqcm the immoveable 
basis of his hopes and interests. ' 

In the thhd part of his subject, on Sanctification by the Holjf 
Spirit, Mr. £. has this excellent remark; ' , 

"The Spirit's work is deigned to open. and unfold the glorious purposes and* 
settlements of Jehovah, in his coyeoant of grace before time began; and tofinbh 
the work of salvation, m bringing the whole family of Ood to a present know- 
ledge, and altimately, to the eternal enjoyment of all the glorious displays of 
grace and mercy in the salvation of the Church of God.'' p. 17: 

This Servant of God keeps widely aloof from the popular^delusion, 
that the carcase of sin which the believer bears about with him, is, 
i^useiated, and with the regenerated soul made, in this life, meet for 
heaven ; and we rejoice that a conspicuous feature' of his Sermon is, 
the siting forth most abry the habitual inftuence of a work of grace 
in the hearty upon the life, walk, and conduct of its possessor. 
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tpoNSOLATORY THOUGHTS 

#N A NIQHT SEASON OF THE SOUL, On Rom. viu. 88; 

How sweet how delightful the though t» 

Tho' the enemy sorely ^annoy 

The soal that with blood hath been bougfaty 

Ko enemy e'er can destroy* 

For he from eternity past, 

S^care in Jbhov/oi hath stood,. 

And iaag as eternity last, 

AU things shall still work for his good. 

The sonl that supremely loves Ood, 
Hath first been beloved of Him, ' 

Is redeeiiaed by Jesus the Lord, 
And freed from dominion of sin, . 
Is effectually called by erace ; 
' And tho^ he can't do as he wou'd^ 
Shalt find tliat in every caiie, 
AU tlungs must still work for his. good. 

Whether things in eternity fMut, 
Things jtrtaent or things yet to eome^ 
Or things which in aea-et are cast. 
Or things as reveal d as the sun ; 
AU things that can ever take place, 
Tho' bftimes they're misunderstood, 
The soul that's redeemedTby grace^ 
Shall find in the end work for good. 
Thmga hecmenly, ilAngs most ^mne, 
Hiings pleasant and things that give pmn^ 
The AngeU in glory that shine, 
'And e*en Satan that knoweth his chain* 
Since Jehovah the spirit must guide 
The people for Whom Jesus stood, 
Wliatever these people betide, 
Must still work together for good. 

AUthe'attriimtes^ftlieirOoDf 
i^ And His jntrpvse in Jesus their Head, 
All the promises writ in his vi ord. 
And' the blood Christ at Calvary shed, 
AU the planets that roll through the sky, 
. And the seasons that.hnug to us food, 

Anfl the tempest and storm from on high, < 
' Work together for this people's good. 

.If prosperity on them doth shine, 
And providence shews a kind face, 
' It their hearts to shew mercy incline. 
To others th« children of grace : 
If adversity branisdh her rod, 
Aild all things upon them do frown. 
It flhalhteach them dependance on God, 
And make them His sovereignty own. 

. If the uforld and it sons on them smile, . 
And smiling they're sure (o deceive, 
Or'by flattery seek to beguile 
The men tliat on Jesus believe : 
Tho' at first the foe gains his foul end, 
And the souls' path with trouble is strew'd,. 
Since a Triuke Jehovah's their friend, 
V All things shair still work for their good. 

Thus the bftd that's been lim'd on^ the tree, 

Or snar'd in the fowler's vile net, 

Tho' m^rcy again sets it free, 

It's bondage can never forget. 

S«b the soul that's been snared by sins, 

And traveird in paths rough and rude, 
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Hates and shnns the world's deb^ptive ffaS, 
And thus all things s^ work for gted. . 
Or if th£ world on them sho'd /roum^ 
And frowning It seeks to destroy. 
And its machinations to crown 
Hie arch'friend with his darts sho^d annoy. 
The poor soul driven high to despair, 
Weald destroy its own self if it cod'd ; 
But still'it is Jehovah's care, 
Al} things.must work for its good. 

Jfiemptations most sharp and most strong. 

These iremuhui sottis sho'd assAnl^, 

And the enemy liarrass them long, 

And their doobts, and tiieir feats make them halt. 

Tlio' these all nnite to destroy. 

And their power can scarce be withstood, 

Yet 'tis written poor sonls for yonr joy,^ . 

All things work together for good. 

For tho' these pat the sool in ama«e, , . 
And the foe then comes in like a flood, , 
The Spirit Jehovah shall raise 
Agahist him a standard of blood. 
At its sight every devil must flee. 
The' they all woald resist if they eou'c^, 
B«t Jehovah his people sets free, 
And thns all tilings work for their good. 

If Jehovah upon them sho'd shine. 
And light, peace, and Jay, should impart. 
And JesDs shou'd say, " Thm art mine,*'. 
And the Spirit sing sweet in their heart : 
II wHl lead their a^ections on high. 
And make them admire ^t blood 
Whereby to their God they draw nigh, 
And thns all things work ror their good. 
Or if for some wise but dark end, 
D^s^rHon shon'd be their sad lot, 
And'aiey mourn lest dear Jesns their friend 
Their persons and cause hath forgot. 
Tbo' the Spirit atfbrd them no light, 
And they seem to lack heavenly food. 
And are call'd with ttMi^titm^ to firiit. 
These things shall still work for tlieir good. 
For these to their souls do make known, . 
How severe were tlie pangs of the cross j 
And constrain them their weakness to own, 
A'ndTor Jesus count all tilings bat loss. 
His absence, bis presende endears. 
And tho* deepest of sorrows' obtrude ; 
Re-appearance dispels all their fears, 
Ahd all things still work for their good. 
|So if with these souls it be light, 
And death a kind messenger come, 
And th^y hear with expectuig delight. 
The message that calls them to home. 
Or if he territic appear, 
, And storms ruffle Jordan's 4eep flood. 
They still have no cause for their fears. 
For all tUngs e'en then work for good. 

For whether in li^e or in deotik. ^ 
, Int^MOT etendtyrs bound : 
TOiings iiMnimate, Okrgs that have breatli^ 
Yea aUtWngs that <^ can be found, 
^gs on earUi, things above, or behw. 
To at! who m Jnstfs have stoc4 ; 
My sool blesses Gon it ^loth know. 

Must all work tt\aoi\»Mm A.. ^^^A-^ 



»« JL"^!;" ""^ '•««*« fw goo*'' 
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BpiriMal Jftaguzinef 



or: 



SATBtfyS TREASPRY/ 

Vh^reare ^/iree that bear record tnheave7i, the Father 
. the WoBi>, and the Hody Ghost^ John v. 7* . . 
C&ntend earnestly for thejaith once delivered to the 
saints, Jiide 3. . 



THE ELECT DRAWN TO CHRIST, 

'As hist redeemed^ by the energy and imjiuenci of the 
. Holy Spiriti 

BY SAMUEL EYLES PIERCE. 

Itker^iftii'tHey shall comf andnng in the height of jR&Hy ttntf sMl 

fl&ni together to the goodtUss of tAe Lord, for wktai^ and for wike:, 

Md fw oil, and for the sfPUng of the floek, and of the herd i and 

their sihdkhaU be to it paier^ garden ^ and they ohaltnoteorrow 

ar^mertdtaU,Jeff4'±'»3A.}% 

The doctrine. of the absolute isk)teretgDty . of iehovah o^er ajl 
,thiqga» visible ^^tiA invisible, with the freeaess of his grace to 
lus belovied, people in Christ, runs throughout, the. whole of the 
s»cred Ssripturev* And it is a blestii^g when it is given us to see^ 
thfi fov^reignty of Qod» and the freeaess of his grace, are no way in- 
jOonsistf nt with . each other. 9o it is, sometimes- poor convinced ' 
SHiners^ art aprt to argue from the sovereignty of Jehovah, as though 
his grace could not beej^tended unto them, because the display of ^t 
isf limited by. his immutable decree. Yet we raa^ be assured,, as i» 
Qod> m^esiy.« atfch is his mercv. His grace reigns triumphant. U 
is rich/ It Is free^ And thouga the. Lord be high, yet he humbletn 
luniseifi so as to r'aise up the poor out of the dust» and the beggar 
jfrpm the dupgfatill. ; His Church is the one invariable object of hi^ 
lovf. The Paiher chose the.electti0 Christ, before the foundation of 
Id^ WorM. Tbeie peraoas are ever precious in his sight They are 
conliviuaUy before him. Me knows the thoughts he thinks towards 
thei»i, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give them an expected 
end, 

, Tbi^ chapter out of which t h^ve ehos^n the words^ is a very 
T<(iparkfkble one. It is almoft, if, not altogether, like the eighth 
chapter of the Romans. Th^ ,begios with nro condfemnatLiHi to them 
iflio, are. in Christ Jesul, and ends with no separatiou from the. love 
pf Qod^wbic^ is in Christ Jesus our l.ord< And this> b^ore us in the 

Vol. f.— No.O. Y 
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102 THE SPIRITUAL MAGAZINE; 

beg^inning of it, liatli (his great dei-laration tittered by the LoFd unto 
his Churuh ; " Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting lyve.** and 
it ends with the Lord's ftpeaking thus to hrs people; *^Thus saith 
the Lord, it' heaven above can be measured, and the foiiDdations of 
the earth searched out beneath, I will also cast off all the seed of 
Israel, for h II. that the v have done, saith the Lord.'* Which is ex« 
preasive of the immutability of his lover covenant, mercy, and good 
^will unto* them. 

• In the foregoing chapter, the state of the Church is taken notice 
of. It was, as to its outward condition, very low: and the Lord 
saith, *' I wWf restore health onto tilee, and I will heal thee of thy 
-woiinils, saith the Lord ; because they called thee an outcast, saying. 
This is Zion, whom no man seeketh after." Which is followed with 
many promises from the Lord, respecting bringing tlie people of 
Judah and Israel iiwi of their state of captivity, and ovr chapter is a 
continuation of the same subject. It seems to belong to future 
times: — to the restoration of the Jews oiit of all lands, in the latter 
days. ** At the same time, saith the Lord, will I be' the Ookl of all 
the families of Israel, and they shall *be my people." To excite their 
attention to this, he adds, *' Thus saith the Lord, The people which 
were left of the sword, found grace in the wilderness, even Israel, 
whenl went tdi causd him to rest.*' Reference is had to what took 
.place at Mount. Iloreb: where the Lord having delivered the law to 
the Israelites, out of the midst of devouring fire, and afterwards 
^|;iyeii a body of laws by Motes unto them, which were toibrm them 
into a nation and commonwealth, and v^hich they sol^ipnly eiij^aged 
,to observe. This being confirmed by blood, the elders of the people, 
to the dumber of seventy, with Muses and Aaron, Nadaliand Ablhu, 
were admitted to a sight of G'od. See E^odus ii. 4. - Aft^r which, 
Moses was commanded to come up into the Mount, and be theve. 
Aiui'the Lord says, " And I will give thee tables of stone, anda law, 
and commandments, that thou mayest teach them." And Moses 
went up at the Lord's commaml, and remained in the secret place €»f 
the most High, forty days and forty nights. Whilst he was thus re- 
moved out of the sight of the people, they fell into Idolatry. Aaron 
made a golden calf, and they worshipped it. Which Moses 5is he 
^aipe down from the mount seeing, cast the two tables ot^- the law 
out of his hands, and brake it before their eyes. After Which, upon 
e?(postulating with Aaron about thisafi^ir. He standing in the gate 
of the canip,^aid, *' Who is on the Lord^sside? let him cdme uiito 
me.** Upon which, all the sons of Levi gathered themselves together 
unto him, and he commanded them in the name of the Lord Clod of 
Israel, to put every man his sword by his side, and go in and oilt 
from gat^ to gate throughout the camp, and slay every man his 
brother, and every man his companion^ and every man his neighbor. 
This was done^ and three thousand men were slain. The surtitors 
were led lin to the land of Canaan. This is thui expressed ;* «« The 
|>eople which were left of the sword, found grace ih the wilderness, 
even Israel, when I went to cause him to rest.'* Upon which,* the 
Church is very ready to acknowledge all this. She says. It is an ioi* 
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mutable truth, '* The Lord hath appeared of old unU> me." H^ hath 
wrought wonders for me, in times and ages past. This I dare aoC 
overlook or deny. The word saying, which fbllows, does not belong 
to the teat, and it ought to be omifted, as the verse contain^ ai 
dialogue , between the Church and the Lord. Ifhe Church aajs. The 
Lord- bath appeared of old unto me ; this I cannot deriiy. What, 
says the Li>rd, art thou about? , Wilt thou conceive of my love only 
from what thou apprehendest of itf and frbnl the niauifestation, and 
enjoyments thou hast had of it ? Let mt speak; and give ear to 
what I say. Yea, and Amen, aro two of my greatest words* I will 
make use of one of them now, on this subject unto thee. I say unto 
thee, ** Yea, I have loved thee, with an everbsting love, therefore 
with loving kindness have 1 drawn thee," 

Some say, they have no great opinion of such as are drawn by the 
cords of love, who have not felt the plague of their hearts, and be^n 
ishook over hell. But whose word shall vre attend unto, man's, or 
the-Lords? He says, I have loved thee wit4i an everlasting love { 
with a love that hath been in my mind from everlasting. And ha 
adds the word yea, unto it, and says, that out of his infinite love 
which he hath borne in his own mind fVom everlasting, towards bis 
Church, he hath drawn her to himself. Surely we ought to beiievje 
Ood rather than man, in this declaration. As from everlastii^g^ 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, the Three in One Jehovah, loved the 
elect in Christ, with an everlasting love, and gave out of his infinite 
love, all the blessings of grace and glory unto them, in the Person of 
the God^-man; — so the Lord proceeds to speak of wtilat he Will 
further do unto his Churcli, and for his people. She shall be fiiVdr«d 
with a spiritual revival, with a building up, let her decays be wbat 
they may. She shall be further adorned with gifts and graces ; with 
ti blessed enlargement, and restoration.' All which is thus express- 
ed,/'* Again, I will build thee, and thou shalt be built, O virgin of 
Israel; thou shalt again be adorned with thy tablets, and shfUt go 
forth in the dances of them that make merry. Thou shalt yet pliint 
vines upon the mountains of Samaria; the planters shall plant, and 
ahall eat them as common things. For there shall be a day, that the 
watchmen Bpou'l^ Mount Efihratm, shall cry, Arise ye, and let us 
go up to Zion, unto the Lord your <jrbd.*' Then the Lord is pleased 
to express a glorious reason why bis saints should r^oice and 
triuiUph in hrs infinite grace. ^'For tbus saith the Lord, Sing with 
gladness for Jacob, f|nd shout among tl)e chief of natibAs: publish 
je, praise ye, and say, O Lord, save thy people, the remnant of 
f Sfnel." Then the Loiti declares what he will ftirther do on the 
iiehalf of his elect. ** Behold I wiH bring them from the north 
country, ami gather them from the coasts of the ,earth, and with them 
the blind and the lame, jthe {K'oman with diild^ an^d her that travaifetli 
' with child together, a great company shall return thither. They shall 
cTome with weeprog, and with supplications will I leml ihem : I will 
cause them to walk by the rivers of waters, in a straight way, in 
which they shall not stumble, for I am a father to Israel, and 
£phraim rs my first born. Both these verses might serve as a most 
i>eautiful tHustration'of the economy of divine grace on the soj^ib 
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^ik^ iflect,! ID A. da^y.pf tbi^ Loid> y^w^, .ivheai Uip H<)}y -Giwl 
j^ I>l«a8^ ]tQ i»«ke ,lh«i|i pew cr^ainreft in Chrj^ JesH*. 
. .TM I-ond is pleased 1bo,spe^ by vay.of aiddiefB tluia, to t^e iqf^nl 
that :h# £;racci ^nd mi^rpy migbl be Ijal^n notice Ofi «^ying> ** JHeas 
thp'ivord olthe Lord| O ye i|atipn|i,,i^itd decVar^ ijb in jthe ialf^ afar 
ofi; 4f d say, fie ttiat scattered Israelk w^U; gather hifiir and ^|rbiii| 
M a shepherd doth his flock/' Then the reason is given*, .**.For the 
l^fidtath redeemed Jaopb* and rftfi%omed>hiinfrom th^ b^A'pf hin^ 
Dia4 ^vyas sUQi^ger than he. Thin coime in pur wp]<ds, *f ^Tberefw 
fh«^' ^h^ll cone and sing ia tbe. height of Zion, »JEid f batf flow together 
|o the goodness o£ th^ Lord/fcr whe»t» and for win^, and for oiUiMwi 
£^rHl»e young of the ^o^, ,^ni of the herd, and their sK>nl shaU b^ 
as a watered garden ; and they shall aot sorroif ^ny, mai^e atall^** 
. 'P^r^ I entef on these wfird^,. I would just obser? e, God'a ever- 
l^atfi^iove to th? persons of the^alect; is the fountain U^\a whence 
^^l grace Aows farUi tpwavds tHeou Thisif the foundatio|i^ of their 
eternal election & by which tfiey had being, union, relation, a^d ii|r 
tercet in Christ befi^re aU li^m^ They .were cl^o^^ in Christ, bks^ed 
in Christy with all spjriti^l blessings, they wer«. predestinate^ to b^ 
thii sons and daughters pf the lyord God Aimighty, apd to ioMni^taUe 
boUa^Sy and immediata nommunipn with Qod, and acqepted iiK U^9 
person pf the Beloved. AH which acts of grace to^ardi».thoil&< were 
&Dia eternity, and are aitt «o many fruiu of el^ctiDa|Eia,^f> .Ou thf 
accp«nt of the union and felatioa which Qhristbad in tjl^es^ a)ept 
persons, he undertook in the covenant, of grace; with t^^ Father, 
Ip bep^ipe tbeir.^vior. And it should be k^pt in miad, that aalvsr 
lipA. ftiid Qlfotfon are distinct subjecta* I Q9«eeir<ed it ij^eces^ry t^ 
.«ay;thii$« J>eca«s^ Ibe ^ubject of our words 4s^ the efi^ects which .flpw 
Ik^m palpation, as salvation flows from eleetioa.; In thie words before 
my Unit, it was declared, '^The Lord*h<^th redeemed Jibcob, i^nd 
f^qsomed him from the hand of him that was atronger than^hci;'' 
«ppn ifvhiph foUow the words of our tex.t. *' ThereCor^ they: ahMl 
f}pq^ 9!Pd sing in the height of Zion» and shall flow tpgethei tp.the 
g#9d^Q9a of the Xiordg for vybeat, andl^for woie» and for Qil» .^d. for 
.4he yoiipg of the flock, ^4^ of the h^rd, and 4heir soul shall* be ^ a 
fiu^er^d' garden, and they shall not sorrow any more at all/- 
... ; . . : .♦ • T<^beC<mtiiwed, 

'; /QSEPJBJS : Alff SWP$, lo REAL CALVINJ^^?. 

• , Mr Eiitw^ .■.■■' ' ^ 

. little d^d 1 think »I^en 1 sent yo|i n^ 4^s| lettf^r* ^h^^ I w^ sub- 
je^ti^g njiys^lf to the painful necessity of entering on contra^efsj .y^ith 
inep, Vfhp fi^^ det^mined tp support an unscriptural phrase, vyMh- 
(Qi|t one text of .l|jie i^aqred yoWme oa their side; 1 bfive n^tUar Mff^ 

nor inclii^igij/ cp keep up a polenilp war, noi: is it (in this caj|e).at 
•ail necespary ; for J, think/every impartial Reader m^sV p]b^y*^er, 

th^t Rea|.Calwinist and bis associates have labored hard |ojprod«««^ 
.soiae^i^pturi^ on their ^ide, but in vain, and in perAcrte^ qnotatW^ 

have inainuated that 1 4eny thfe doctriqe of Reconqiliatiop^and^^ 
^detcrmio^d to make me out a Sociuian. Reconc\li«4ion by the blood 

At Christ, 4f tbfD fan4swnta| ^cUm of (the Op^pel^ but wb^^, I 
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a^4^ istbe^sGJCiptur^'Wbibh 9pMk3^f.ft JFj^«n^t&^ my oppo- 

nents knovir it is not in the Bible ; and every unprejudiced. Reader 
must see, that all the quotations brought against nie, are plainly on 
|My «d«> ' They .^iJiof AeebboiliatioB betwieeliOod and inan,'wJiicb 
lio C)¥^^^i^ ^tenios^ but where I ask agiHa, is God tfpoken^o, br«po« 
^QtP/»'A9i& £^o.B0Ued God^ 

. Patflrit^ »iig^. AS of too aiSpiwssrd against tlra fipwiutliies&of iinwl^ 
l^'t)my.ftr£'of|^.r4preBeMed.a» departing fromGoi^ and brisguig 
fJbfM^tif»^ftte|it. upPA tb^iBMlves ;> ^1 not aM the sepbistry >of Real 
C4lvi^!3ti'9or.tJ| ^^ fMrveraionsiof ;his coadjaflorafviil ever siiow 4iow 
an un^hffK^h^ P<9i4g «aiibe HeooiKiiied.. The idea is insuhiag, to 
Gpd; 4ihI di^tre^iag to an divakeoed soul; wfaidh is fully proved by 
Ithe r<9nafks pf your Golden* ll>qufirB Qorreepond^nt : he ttdmite 4liat 
to approach God.a$ aCovenaatGod, is a ^^ratit thing," aiid:wliy<i* 
it so ? but because he is sQT^^ldii^^.hn^d of^ or thought of, in that 
delightful character ; and the poor soul is kept in bondage, under 
fearffil apprebension thai God is not, and will not be. Reconciled to 
him, instead of..beiQg taught jjiat the .very .awiety be feels under 
divine awakenings, proves that the Loti hath tUoogbts of peace con- 
fserning him, and< not. of evil; add tfcat be never bad any other 
ttioMghts cgAC(eru^g.thim, , ' 

My soul yearas oyer the thousands of G^ds ^iwr cbiidren who. ace 
^olj^bed^ of thjeir coipfort, by. the libelling i>f their Father with $u^ 
^ppsqrip^tufafepitbet^ : and i consider it aou^ng the a)vfHl sij^s oi 
^l^ef!ja)|e^ bneof the most appalling features that the innuiptabiUliy of 
^e God «of Israel is ^pnstantiy impugned* 

^ ]^tw9M]d be cndl^aa work to reply to all |he quij^bli^gs of |he4ra9i» 
,t|iat h)^ iis^ailed me; and a» I huve more impi^rianit e^i|»loyipaat m 
py tinpie» { shall tak^ my lea v;^ of them vritba rfiai^rk or two on Real 
•palyiffipt's treatment of the Plymouth SiRfier. N^w Heitb<^ ff theoii 
f^i;^|knpwQ to ^e^ but it is very evident th^t the a«|^ agents of. the latter 
^fi^' such as Real Cakiuist knew b^ co^ld ^ot ir«p|y to, therefore \te 
would trf^at them with disdaio. This remi^^ds mt 4i some 4>f lay btoy* 
jiab sports at school when ac^cuaitooied; to play «tt apldiers, aiH)<br4i»^ 
aifbiflg a woodeo 0word^ talkod oopt^mptuottfly of euemifsiwboml 
^boald not h^ve dared igi appvi^apb^' 

\ 1 ma^ ^i^erhaps be ag^in cbartgc^d with, u&iug n^airfiiiesSk b^ . ii 9o, 
^eo Gods truth, anfl tb^ Church's 43iop»for.t, are attafsk^ it b^cMiiKif» 
^v..exy b.oD^i?!; wa^chmao to 8|^4;i»k 9wV«P<l wit^s^taDd {b6A«iai(4»ts> 
.yvi(W(it;3t4dyin^ soft.wardsj and an^ootb f^prfsaioos!; aUbough thie 
^^^mthising H. W. T* (who I ^UjWPOftft must b»i^ b^eaftciws tw w e d tp 
^g ngbtiag) xxx^ talk about ." blfiodMi^fgJ' 

I l;a^ 4<pwn my pen, fully i&ati^fied, tbf|t the- pe^iierse dispi^atioAaJ 
']l4ayfi,me,t with oa this subie^t, ,wMl most fully prove to^^fery.eviigll- 

^/^aed and uappej^udiced uuad« ^t tbe*whQb^ t^ftimAnyof pQtiptaae 
.jcop^rp^ tbe fact I bav£ beien.^oiUandia^g.for^ W^. tbat G^4ia^««ff w^ 

fjrr€cow<ik4 to hi^ people; but.t;hat h#f sfj^d^ .cpagagcd in ^C^vfMiaiit 
*^iu>'^^oiM;f7(;.{A^iii-tiato hiniself. ^ . , 

I\(enia:u, Mr. i^itftn y^ojucs in C^^veMfit biii^^ 
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)ro the Editor of the Spiritual Magazine. 

My Dear Sir, 

. Feeling an interest in yonr valuable Miicellany» and a warm 
desire fqr.its further success, 1 rejoice at the fitvorabie reception k 
has met with from those of my esteemed Friends, who have been 
l^ptytleged with its pernisaU And from <he very ceuneows manner in 
which you have already received my feeble testidiony, I aAi embohf- 
ened (through your medium) to present the Church of Christ with 
a few extracts from Letters written in a Gospel ^rit; and origin* 
ally designed exclusively fur my personal comfort, 'and the Lord's 
gk>ry; but having been ripfreshed by their perusal, I humbly hope 
ihey may, through the Holy. Spirit's Influence, be rendered profitable 
to your Headers; and their insertion will mueh oblige, * ' 

Yours affectionately, 

A SON OF JESSE. 

SPIRITUAL INTERCOUiOtSE, 

My Dear. Brother in the Great Head of Zion, : - 

May that everlasting consolation, and good hope through grace, 
which was laid up for us in Christ Jesus, before the world be^an, and 
t»f which we have (mrticipated, since our God brought us into the 
felbwship of his dear Son, rest upon you, sweetly refresh yon, and 
'bejnore than ever an antidote for vour every feah Blessed be God 
1 still find li\ing by faith on Jesus the delight of Aiy soul. I have no 
n[tsei'y, I know no want, I feel no care, but When this evil heart of 
unbelief is departing from the living God. There is not an angel in 
heaven, with whom I would exchange conditions, nor is there a re- 
deemed sinner on earth, more happy than I at this time feel myself 
to be. The suire foiindation Jehovah laid in Zion, is my rock, and 
my fortress; nor cnn the 'gates of hell prevail against my precious 
soul as founded on Chri^'^ The Father*s purposes, the Son's glory, 
and the Spirit's designs, would be frustrated were I not saved, and 
^brought hooM to glory. Yea, Christ wouM be dismembered in his 
body the Church, were I to fail of everlasting happiness. The band 
of b^aven's choristers cannot be complete without me, for I was or- 
<idafn<Mt from eternity, '* To aid the song, a palm to bear, and bow the 
<chief of jsinners there^^ The angels have charge over nie, and must 
b«ar the everlasting displeasure Of itoy Lord, if they fulfil not ^their 
^coAtn^ssion in- cotfducting me into the presence of Ood and the 
Lamb. Thus a Covenant God, union to Jesus, Saints and Angels, 
insure my continuance to the end, and uhtmate gibfy in beaten* 
-Yu«r happiness is, that the same grounds 6t security are yours, 
' equally ioVed, equally redeemed, and as effectually caHed,^o«i ar^ my 
'parttferin' joy, and have an interest in the s^rne portToq. Ephraini 
^need not etfvy. Judah, nor Jndah vex Ephraim. i have enbngb, so 
have you; I have all things, so have you. O for a steady fwth tb 
contemplate oar /iehes in. Christ! To see ounelves ennobled, en- 
riched/ ^od'ius^de glorious in him. What, though we meet with nkwj 
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trials: wh%t,, though we fi^^l so much totfguor, and indispotition in 
our fpllowiiig the Lord: what» though corruptions abound,. and 
satan tries hard to seduce us from communion with our God : what 
though enemies roar, and the love of many wax coid :-^what of the^e 
things, ve^, what of a thousand more things like theUt since Jesus is 
ours? aiid as the poet says, 

' " Jesus loves, and loves forever, Zion on bis heart does dwell, 
'He will never, never, never, leave bis Church a prey to hell ; 
All is settled, and my soul approves it well.*' 

Then what have we to fear t Embraced in covenant love. Re^ 
deemed by precious blood, and quickened into life in Christ, and 
with Christ, we may walk upon our high phices, and see devils roat* 
ing below us,- and corruptions within us all fighting against ust, but 
engarisoned as we are, what shall by any means hurt us? The Eter- 
nal God is our refuge ! He hath created the waster to destroy, n^tf 
ttf, but corruptions 'found upon us. Our bodies are his temple, our 
aouls his property, and none shall pluck us put of his hands. This 
truth we ever will maintain, Christ's Church must in his kingdom 
reign ; Satan and sin in vain combine, Christ says they are, they shafi 

be mine. Excuse more. For mercy shewn Mrs. may the Lord 

be praised, and be with you always. Ko prays, 

A BRUISED REED. 
To be eantinued* 

ON INFANT SALVATION. 

To the Editor of the Spiritual Magazine, 
DbarSir, 
Not many years ago, I first became a parent, and was blessed witJi 
a child that every month becanie more lovely and promising. In 
course of time 1 had also another, but he who gave them a being in 
this world, saw (it shortly to call them out of it one after the other; 
which brought me under most heavy exercises of mind, and caused 
Rie to search earnestly for some grounds of satisfaction, respecting 
'their immortal souls, and some consolation to sooth me under such ^ 
aAicting aind heart rending bereavements : I read many AutlMnrs, but 
could find nothing that exai^tly suited my case. Above all I had rcH 
^ course to the sacred Scriptures, yet was often tried because UiewoDd 
of God to my poor- shallow comprehension, appeared so iiileat' conr 
cernitfg the state of those who departed. out of this world m a «laAe 
of infaucy and childhockl ; but as in alt labor there is profit, so hiavf 
I proved my searches, and researches to be not altogether in vain. 
Nevertheless should any one of your Correspondents, who from time 
to time' furnish subjects for your pubKcation, be' induced to offer a 
few thoughts, they may by the blessing of God he made useful to some 
under similar trying circumstances, and a further comfort and esta- 
blishment to * Youi constant Reader, and sincei e. well wisher. 

Ltwht September, 1824. . A. Z, 
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* iTfafe. P^sailmist ra^diiated on Ch'fist': anil siiiritual rrieditatiOnVt c^ni ifr# 
llord Jesns Cbnsi;, are, a Beholding with' die ey^ o^ faith', the glories 
of the I^ord, What ti. the ^ory of the. Lord Jtisufe? why it id th6 gWy 
of his'PersdnVthe gfdry oiMstlngdW, the gtoVj of fcfe lov^, tK^ 
glory of the trophies of his cross, the gloiy'of his all-s'uffieieiift fin'i^ed 
andi!omt>le4e^a»aibi^ft>Bw' rThffaer^r^ ail r^r«8e«19»d,in tHet^)ii|s» «f the 
Gospel, wfaeve^ be)ieViQg.,^AA$ •villi "Qf»^. fac« ,t>ek^Mig afir in a 
glass the glory of the' l^id,. ard^qhwl^ Hilq^the^tope imaflorfrom 
glory to ^lory, even as b^ the Lord the Spirit," 2 Cor. iii. IB. It isr 
oitjt work andf btidiftefes' to; be^fd* tiii^- ^kjfy ; to conttiajfittt^ ttiweoii 
by faith ; tb medtt&te upon It; attdiltlt^i^ailtd, ^ maki%ibh»g»' t6w^ 
ingthfe king.'' Pstflmxlv.l. ♦ ' 

ftis glorious Hfheti the stftil dhotind^ytith ttiSofughts of Cbttafe. / 
Itatit had mori ndvAritagelo my soul, Ify fritfate spiritMl thoughts of 
Chrht, thttii'hydny^ thing inthUtHatUi And-, 1 beHere when^ bet 
lleVing :soul hatb scrtptiiral, sc/ul r&ti*!ii«^, eikltfed view* a«d thonsjR** 
of Christ, hi^ Pfefsbri, hi^ Work, and hfe Gioi^, It is the wrf^ wfcefebj 
Chl-i^t bj IkXiYit'dmlli in such n soul.'* 

Q U E R Y 6k Rte V. xxii. 2/ 

I. To ih& Editor of the Spiritual Magazine^ 
Sir, 
i humbly beg some one of yiref«bhr Correspondents, to give mer 
an elucidation of the fbtldwiog passftgd of lB<^fipture ; '* In the midst 
of the street of it, and of eithe? side of the river, was 4kere the tree 
of life, which bare twelve maimer of' fruits^ and yielded her fruit 
every month ; and the leaves of the tree, were for tlte faeatidg of the 
antiofid.** Rev« »xii. -2. . « . 

' Tbft fUMftioi df this inyioiir Pab-Ueatieib, ^iil oblige ydur*s,.5{C9 r 

THOMAS. 

' ^ September tSth, 1824. ■ . 

TffE.tALt^S OF, GOOD MEN, PRESAGlvA NATION'S RtJtKf. 

V^kum^mantcmi dimki'\»!^'chinfosi.tmtier trees ^ it is ba atgiinieii^ 
thal;'heHal«iMl»'ic^ parr with his land. . AndMhaetb mit God bf late.cut 
doiVMi Mlinif ^tff^the tdllest Cedars, intbis <Mir. Lebanon.?. Add. what cau 
^peei^eei^ mil^handts^ wsmy zjte jsm wiokedoesses, ^ut that. h« .v|iU 
Mttttifsitiwith fi^depnttfpsim'i.ti^w sififnl nation of ours 1 It is^^high 
ttmi* tkeitclbTi; to laythaidf apon:hifn by faiik^ say»ag, ** Hel|^ Lord, 
for the gvdly mill ^aselh," Psalm xii. IJ . . 
■■','..■ 

* ifXhateoMerted luiy thinff> by es^eviewey it is this ; that a man may take 
the,ineaMr04 of. bitirrato^A, or of his deeay in grace according to his thougm and 
meditations upon the Person of Christy and the glmry of his ChufeJi and kitig^Svm. 
That h^ar t which h inclined to'conVersft with Chrrst, aft he ls.repre8eiit«d ni^tbe 
glass of t^ €^^ftf»«l,.i»a 'Mridn^.tomrf, and if e#raii^rf.from tiich..ccMverse, 
and t)ackwaf d t^ it, then such a one is under deadnesi md decay ^ 

The above is extracted from Dr. Owen^s Work's, by A"NJDilEWr 
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To the Editor of the Spiritual Magazine:^ ' 

Sir, , V ,r 

The truth of Opd in hit wofd est^t hfCa been mnd shall be fuMHed; 
aiotwithstanding ,the bla$phieiQy of infidels and. the laughter of fools^ 
iand in no instance is it more exemplified than in the mysterioos ways 
of Godj both in |>roviden<|e and toM;e» in the ingalhering of bis 
chosen people, and;tl)e fulfilment of that preciojns prointse, ** I wiA 
gather my sheep out of ail places whither they havie been Acaltered 
in the cloudy and dark day."; Ajnd again, ihe ever blessed. Jesus 
isaith, ''My sheep sbail hear .my voice .and foUojMr me!;.' and I will 
giv^ unto them eternal life, and ibey shall never perish^ aieitber shali 
^ny pluck them out of my hand/! . •..< : . [ t >: .- 

Having been many years pi;i;soo8(Uy. acquainted .witb ti»is.|^racioQa 
^oman^ whose spirit is now in glory ; and as God was pleased Id 
,bring her to the knowledge of lumseif without the .uAe of wbatUre 
commonly called the means of grace ; if yotu should .think tiie foUow*- 
jug account worthy a place in. your Magazine,, my pnuyer^sball be 
that the great Head of the Cbnrcti n^iy.makeit a blessing to bis>owi 
>famiiy. o = AMJCUS. » 

;NARRAtIVE OF THE LORDS DEALINGS WITH Ws; M. u 

The subject of the following lines, was born in a small VfHaige th 
IBedfordshire, and early in life married a respectable yomif man, b^ 
.whom she had one daughter ; but it pleased God by a stroke to tkke 
^away the desire of her eyes, and she was left a moUrnihg widow with 
;an helpless infant. This heavy temportil affiiction btrought her very 
Jow, and she grieved much at her loas, but wasastraiigei' tolierself 
Jand God, After some time ^\ie married again and j^moved to somie 
^distance from the scene of k^rtJ^Mf^et days^ iknd;^ united; with ihfe 
;world in what are palled innocent ^miiaements, lasi icsurflb, iftec* beifag 
.^n entire stranger to God ; s^i^di^^sbe'often expresoedin oOnversalaKHf, 

without one desire to know. \k\p, .muoh' liess to serve bim*; ' - ; ' "'/ 
After a few yeiars h«T husbttpd removed for thfiSitk«6f bis biUttefis 

to a lone house; and for ^on|e ^naid^er^le time sthe went on whblly 
.^t^se, upiting- with the woijtd iniijjiits folUe» ; liut God, whb^ 

wp^^s fvre unseiMrchalifle, and his, path S4>q»tiiadii\g out, was> pleased 91 
^a vidian ^f the night to atwakenher -out/OC tbe ^arekss dnsensibte 
,^tate;sbe was in, ''JTor Go4)Sj^^ake4jh.pnce^ .yea it4»^ in adreat*, 

in a vision of the night, when djeep .sleep iall^ 'Up^tainan,. tbcb 
:he openeth their ears and sealeth thftrfinsUUettQRirrJob'Xxxiii/ " 
Perhaps, Mr* Editor^ the plaii^. simple. ^MfWuHiitbfoGi^s mer^ 

and. goodness to. h^r, urheroivn ^Wj^trds,- as «. written )by.iheiiB«lf,wm 
;he more acceptable ^o your Readers,.' 'VAft^r l^^had bi^A'Sone liilie 

removed to my pew residence, 1 beganttoithink iflf died, Wiiatwe«ld 

,i>ecome of my soul ; but thought I w^s a, very good person^ ahd bad 
ydone no one any wrong, if /am not saved^ what will beoodoeof the 
4^reatest part of 'mankind ? These thoughts continued /with me > Air 

.^ome time^ till one night I dreamed. I. wan 4yiD£»^a9d[iftJajiL^ns;ap4 

Tol/l— No. e: z 
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that I shouip peri3h« Itwokein w^j v^ty gmtdbtrea?* but consider- 
ing it was only a dream, soon went to sleep again : but I dreamed 
the same dream overagatn, and awoke in greater distress than before, 
9^ii4ering. ii%«t it could mean; I tried to forget it, but could not, 
fMd il tfken thought I wovld take more notice of what I heard at 
CJkurok. 

. ^'Ac^rdingly the neat cLord^s day I went to Church, -and the 
Itfinlster'a text ifraa, ' Charity shall cover a multitude of sins/ From 
Ihat I began to beverv charitable to ihe poor, ev^n to an extreme, 
hoping tkia charity of mine, would be a corering for mv sins; and 
Hiso to read aad pray* laying the Lord's prayer, and the form of 
9jrayeKa used at Ch|irdi, but all in vain ; for I could not satisfy con* 
science, nor put the dream out of my mind: the thoughts of dying 
iMid bdiigloet,.were «b dreadful to me that I could get very little 
scat. 

*' As I dienknew of no other books but the prayer book, the whole 
-duty of man, the Bible and Testament, I took the Testament dowQ 
t0 read, and the first place I opened, was where Christ said to 
^iicodemus, ^ Ye must be born again ;' and like Nicodemus it appear- 
ed sa mysterious to me, that I thought it was something that passed 
after death, and thus concluded, I need not trouble myself a)>put 
these things i if I did as the Minister at the 4I3iurch said, it would be 
enough for me, as I thought all Ministers were good men, or the 
|;ord would Jiot suffer them to preach : tberefore wished for Sunday 
to Qome agaia. that I might go and hear more. 

*^ I went the next Lorde day, and the Minister's text was, 'The 
iiric&ed arc like the troubled- sea, whiiih cannot rest, whoi^e waters 
^aat up mire and dirt ;* and I felt I was that wicked person, for 1 had 
jio rest. He inserted in his discourse, that we must try to fulfil every 
•opmmandmeat, for if we offended in one point, we were guilty of the 
whole, and) knowing I lyas guilty of the whole, having broken them 
,all, condiided there ^mui bo mei^cy for me ; my distress and burden 
was .exceedingly gvea^ and what to do I- knew not; I looked op all 
there present, and wondered they took no more notice than they did, 
^ all looked eo tiappy, but I was so miserable. 

" I kepteonstaady going to Church, but grew worse and worse, 
till I became tie: talk of the neighborhood, and it was currently re- 
ported Itiiatl mm gone out of my mind; because through the dis-* 
Ireas of my mind/ and Hie burden! felt, I could no more join with 
.them in their pleaMres -and amusements; the thoughts of death and 
being lost, ijbein^ eo heavy upon me. 

** Afiber!soiaetiiiie wading in this deep distress of mipd, I condiided 

/l yiQuki^io theSaerament, and then I should be better; accordingly 

il w^i<teiiheOe»k, to ask him what the Mim'ster would say to me 

•if I'jmxae^ifofi Ithoiuglit he would ask me questions which I sfionld 

.m^lbejaMe^ilo. answer; but the Clelrk informed me 1 need not \\e 

ftfhiid^ fcrhev^ontd ask me nothing. He found me the place in the 

praviep-boofc 'where they read^ and* told me if 1 came to the table with 

the ethers, it would be all very welK 

" i£o|^iiieprepao»liQn book where there is a part for every day in 
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the week^ and I read It M, and after that i^eut to tlie table, but witli 
a great deal of diitreas aad fear on ray liriiiid ; and after I had re« 
Gciyed il» inttes^d of being better as 1 fatid hoped, I grew more and more 
distft-esffedp for I thought 1 had no# confmitted the unpardonable ii^ 
is [ did not discern the Lord's body; and my distress being veir 
great, ray sleep often departed from me, and I could say WUI^ Davici^ 
' All night long water I toy co6eh with my tearii.' 

*' I still kept going to Chunch, but did not know what I heard, I was 
BO lost in thought about tnv state ; I quite forgot to 
of prayer I had io long used, yet from my inmost s 
Lord to have niercy upon rae: But being ignorant at 
ever blessed Spiril*s teaching, and helping our infirm 
think any thing was prayer without a form. Havi 
done all I could to recommend my Self to the favbr of C 
I grew worse and worse, it was suggested to me, tha 
an untimely end, and that 1 had better put an end 1 
by throwitig myself into a very deep pit, and that w 
trouble; Accordingly under this temptatib'h, I set d 
with a foH determination to destroy myself; but just 
the i^ace, was always stopt by these words, coming i 
iideoas my inind^ * Do thyself no hartn,* that I was 
return home again. In this distressed state of mind, 
ing any thing of the wtfy of salvation by a crucified 
never heard a Gospel discourse, I eontinued. for near) 
laagk and ridicule of all my Mmei aequatintance.* 

'* After I bad continued in thi^ deep distress fot a ^onslderabte 
length of time, 1 dreamt one night that I wab in a very ittdi^ lane^ and 
^atte lost myself, so that 1 couM not find my way home, ^d felt verj; 
dm tressed; and whilst in my distress, an elderly ipaii caiiae tQ me. 
tod called me by my name, and said he yironl4 sheW me my way. 
which he accordingly did; and I thought in my dream tl^kt when i 
got honie, I was as happy as I possibly couM be :' but f aWoke and 
behold It was a dream, and I felt myself as mUch distressed as 
befor^^ 

" A few days after I had this dream^ Mr. A. B. a Cr<>^-fearin^ 

* 9n* ^e eake ef tills poor Woman, how plainly Was the btesse^ promise of Qqd 
Mfiled : '< When the enemy shall: t;ome hi Uk« a BinA, thelSj^iHt of fhe Lord'shall 
ll^t up 4 staadard afaiost him f for altiioi^^h at this ttme; h\m ktaew nothing of 
ihat protectinf^ Dretervi^g power of her. Oo4 ; y^ tjhat sve^C w^ of tralhwiS 
reaUked^<< Ptes^rved m Chnst Jesus, and called.*' Often have I heard her deela^d 
this goodness of her God towards her with tears of thankfulneiss and praise :Juid 
flhoidtf the Reaidr ef thiiibe tthder ^Mlalr temptation, and meet With a deUver- 
aifice, let hun Sspiibe jthe aaaie td the Isve and goodness of his GoITi for wiere noff 
ihe elect preserved in the dreadfid hoa^ of teiDpt#tio% they maaS Alia pi^y t<^ 
Aiat roarine^li6h who goeth about seeking whom he may devour. ..Pavidsaitli^ 
thii eniea^y thrust sore at me, that I might fall, but the llord helped of deliverec^ 
me; nor Was it a chance or the hnagination of this poor Woman's mifid, when 
the words came to her, "Do thysdf no harm,'? but God |ihaself speaking to her; 
to j^reserre her in this hour of temptation. O that men would praise the Lord 
Ibr his goodness, and for his woncfer^l works to the children of me^ t ^^ sure 
I aih, those who are tau^of God to observe these things, shatl un^rsjtaod thai 
tejf ing. kMnssa of tite Lor^ 
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man, who )iad heard- of my distress^ and that I was alivayf reading 
crying* <^c. came to see me, which he had never done hefore» and the 
moment t, saw. him come in, I perceived he was the person I saw i» 
my dream/ that led* me out of the dark lane, &c. He asked me bow 
1 did, I informed him that Iwas in* great distress of mind, fearing I 
should soon die nn^ be eternally losk He began to discourse with 
Yne, and told me that Christ came to save lost sinners^ and he be- 
lieved I was one of that number^ that I was in the footsteps of the 
flock, on the way the Lord led his people; and that God would in 
his own time manifest himself to me as reconciled in- Christ; and shew 
iiiy sins forgiven. This was too good news for me, I ovuld not be* 
)icve it ; but. the good man atfirmed his belief that I should one day 
acknowledge what he said was trAith,. and after much commrsation 
concerning a crucified Savior, he left me. Thus God sent this good 
r, one among a thousand ;. foB the Lord sent him- 
to me, as I never had heard befote; having, never 
on in my life. He M'terwards brought me Bun- 
e8s,4and his ' Grace Abounding to the chief of 
hymn books; and when I came to read, and 
in in the same path before me, it raised me a 
eradventure God might have meicy on me the 

a the account of God*s goodness to other poor 
nyersation 1 had with thb good man at various 
I raised in some measure to hope ; but the set 
\B not yet fully eome ; for after mtny days of 
sed tbrofigh with much supplication and prayer 
ears, the Holy Ghost brought these words witls 
) my mind, that I never shall forget, * Trust ia 
ibMt rejoice more than they when their com and 
, The joy and peace I felt in my soul I can never 
and saia, my h^art was broken before, but now 
a sight dnd aens^ of the goodness of God to mer 
r as i now felt myself to be, and who so little es«* 
td goodness. 

jhis happy state of mind for 8 or months, and 

could call upon every thing 1 beheld, to bless the Lord,- who bad re- 
membered ijne in my low estate ; and could say with one of old, when 
I lie. dowi^ thou art with me, and when I awake thou art still with 
me: fo« I was blessed wHb sweet cditimunion and fellowship ^ith 
GodmtSivfor. 

^ About this iimt$ there having bieen a little Baptist Meeting house 
ecectedr a few miles from my tesidence, 1 left the Church altogether, 
and went there to bear, and as Jesus Christ wtis often mentioned, and 
his love to sinners, I felt inyself united in spirit to them, as thinking 
^em the people of God ; there I continued going for some thne,^ but 
not without much opposition from my carnal relations. 



' God having made known Ms mercy and free love to me, and having: 
Sin aged father, and relations who' I knew were in ignpjance,^ 1 de- 
termini to go and talk with them, for I was led to see that ihtL whole 
Wi.iid lay in sin. 
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. ''Therefore as soon as I could* I went to see theniy and Calked with 
fheiQ, and told them they must be bora a^n of the Spirit if ever 
they were saved: I likewise informed' my Father that I had left the 
Churchy and went to a Meeting ; at which he was yety angry, and 
said, he heard at Church, and did not the Church Minister know 
beher than I did 7 and told me plainly I did not belong t<o his family^ 
and therefore I had no business there to talk to him. Thus they ren- 
dered me evil for my good win, and hatred for my love to them ; but 
my prayer returned inta my own bosom» and I found a secret peace 
in my own soul, that I had warned them of their danger. My Mother 
also informed me, that she had asked , my Father to leave me some- 
thing at his death, but was sorry to say, he had declared that he 
woiiid leave none of his properlv to Presbyteriaas. I totd her I did 
not come for any thing, nor did I want any thing, for my portion was 
in heaven ; but I was as a barbarian to them^ for they did not un-> 
derstand my speech. These words at this time were brought with 
much sweetness and power to my mind, ' I will give grace and glory,, 
. and no good tiling will I withhold from them that walk uprightly.;' so I 
returned bomeir but on these precious words of promise my soul lived 
and rejoiced many days. 

*' t continued going to the Baptist Meeting, but at this time I had 
very little knowledge, my sweetest times were in private, where I could 
pour out my soul before God^ whilst he poured in his blessings of 
grace, mercy, love, and peace into my very heart. 

** I agaia had a dream, I dreamt I was walking just out of my yard, 
and met a person who was going to preach, and 1 went with him to a 
Chapel, but did riot know where it was, but I went into what is called 
a table pew, and there was a book open, and I read in it these words : 
'^ If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous, and he is the propitiation for our sins.** I awoke and 
behold it was a dream, and it made a deep impression on my mind, 
but I could by no means interpret it. 

** About three months, after this, I was infornied a person wa» 
coming to preach in a bam, and I was invited to come and hear him, 
and to my great astonishment as soon as I saw the person who was 
to preach, I knew it was the same person I had seen in my dream 
months before. . 

*' I had for some time labored under great distress of mind, thinking 
at times it was all a delusion, and I was not in the right path, and 
often earnestly intreated the Lord that if be had not begun the good 
work of grace, he would begin it and carry it on ; at other times I 
gathered a little comfort like MaaoaK's Wife, for I thought if the 
Lord had determined to destroy me, he would never have shown me 
these things, but I should still have been like the rest of the worM ; 
and often this passage would cpme with a degree of comfort to my 
mindt ' Look to the rock whence ye are hewn, and to the hole of the 
pit whence ye are digged.' But as it pleased God about this time 
to bless, us-^ with a gospel ministry, the good work of my God was re- 
vived,, and I could rejoice in. him ; y^t at times I felt bondage through 
the fear of{death« for it was. not at thi^ time wholly taken away^' bul 
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^v^ry tiiihrd t hit toy cMfdH, t b'e^dh t6 ibiiik ^tiat ao awful lifste I 
iffionid ht m &t death , if t htkd deceived myself; t had also dieceivea 
the children 6f God, wliich Used to make me oiXen wish I had never 
itild aiiy thing to them of the Lord's dealings towards me. 

' '^ But it pleased tiiy Aiost gradious God and Father, to send! a spe- 
eidl message by his mtniste^}d<^ servant to me ; for whilst lie was 
(teaching from these ^ords, Hebrews ii. 14, 15. ' Pori^much theai 
as the children are partakers of flesh attd blood, he also bimseff took 
iitart of the same, that through death he might destroy him that bad 
the power of death, that is the devil ; and deliver thekn who through 
feat of death wfere all their life time subject to bondage/ All these 
f^rs were removed, perfect love, yea, the dying love of my God ancf 
l^laViof, cast them all out ; and I could and did rejoice in him as my 
God. I then sweetly experiehc^^d what the good nian told me, when 
he called to see ihe iA my deep distress, that I should know the Lord 
fot myself, and I now could say, I know that my Redeemer livetfi, 
and had a firm persuasion that neither life, or death, should ever se* 
^arate me from the love of God« 

*^ The good Lord hath brought me through evil report, and throngh 
good report, and I know he will guide me by his counsel, and afier- 
Waiti receive me into glory, and to his name i desire to ascribe au the 
J;ldry now add evermore. Amen.'* 

"rtis God-fearing woman lived many years after she had writteii 
the above, an ornament to her profession, a mother in Israel, an ex- 
ample to believers ; and having passed through much tribulation^ at 
the time appointed, fell asleep in Jesns, and entered that rest prepa* 
ted of old, for all the blood-bougbt children of the most higb God. 
1 h^ve often regretted that this tried servant of God had not conti- 
nued her narrative of God*s dealings with her, as it might have beea 
hy God's blessing, to the comfort of the Church in the wilderness. 

ON HELrlQIOUS DELUSION. 

To the Editor of the Spiritual Magazine. 
Sir, 
This is a day of great profession among what is termed the Refr- 

E" iii9 World, tbougbp I have never read of such a term in the Bible, 
t you know that it is a name by which tbc p/rofesSor^ of the Re- 
liyioii of ic^us are distinguished from the openly ungodly and pro- 
§BMt; tbovgh, perhttps, there id not a whit difference between them. 
Tfc^ itetfgion of our tfdorable Jesns, the God-Ma^ Mediirtot, is as 
Cfittry real ami true follower of the Lamb knows, ejcactly opposed to 
th«t of the flesh ; and the say infg of oar blessed Lord When on earth, 
m as atoticable to his Discipks now as ever, " If ye W^re of the 
w«l-M, ilie wotkl would love its own, bat because y^ are nbt of the 
world, th(frefoi« the world biteth yon.'' 

O Mr. Editor, the pains th«t are taken noW a days by the enemies 
•f tlweross, to amalgamate th« religion of Jesus With the' ^e%fon of 
Are worlds but it can «eve» be ttccompliahed ; toft unre I am, that 
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^ great piar.taf ^$e vyl^^ profess, to teach o^kb^ y^etc a^veir l;9(iig|i$ 
l»^ him, because they prophecy deceit an,d do not declare p\^ 
yvhole coAuiael of God; they are afra'vl to talk about Covenant en- 
Ipagements e^t^i^d into by the adorable Thr^e, before iipie b^ga^ ; 
about God*6 choice of his people, even the uhole Church, i^ the 
Person of pur adorable Jesus, the Covenant H.^ad of bi^ body th^ 
Church ; the Cpvenant engagement of the eternal Spirit to convince, 
renew, and finally bring hoae to everlasting glory each individual 
member forming that body: by keeping i)ack t.hese glorious truths^ 
upon which the hope of a poor sinner rests, they rob Jehovah of his 
glory, and the^ rob Jesus of his crown. And whence is the dislike 
to bring these trMths forward? Because there is nothing left for 
free-will to do. 

laqi led into these reflections, Mr. Editor, by liaving been present 
«ome few Sabbaths sincea a^t one of those nocturnal meetings, usually 
denominated *• A Love Feast." Surely Satan i* not at a loss to de- 
lude and to ^lind the eyes of his followers ! I had heard of the won- 
derful doings and the marvellous conversions which were said to be 
wrought in these assemblies, but I had always treated them with the 
contempt they deserved ; however to satisfy, not my curiosity, but 
my^agemess to ascertain the truth of the report, I attended one of 
these Meetings, and there surely 1 saw enough to disgust, and to 
outrage all decency. 

1 have heard and likewise read of '* groanings that cannot be 
uttered,*' ^nd 1 also know that the operations of the Eternal Spirit 
ftre diversified, but I cannot believe that he ever operates in the man- 
ner I was a witness to ; such as, to make a man roll about the floor 
for an hour together, and to cry out, " He was so full of the Glory 
of God that he should burst." 

But iny object in writing this, and I wish an abler hand had under- 
taken it, is to exalt the Redeemer, and to expose the enemies of his 
cross ; for such they are and must be, who attempt any thing dero- 
gatory to his honor and glory ; and this I conceive was done in the 
follovving harangue, which the president or leader of this improper 
meeting made in words to this effect. After giving us an account of 
what he was pleased to say God had done for him, he related a 
dream which he had, and that it had b^en revealed to him, shewing 
liim the different strong holds of Satan in the various systems of 
Jteliji^io^i ; and particularly in one peculiar system which held that 
part only of the world were to be sayed> and that there was no being 
x'ld of sin in this present life : this he called one of the strong holds 
of Satan. What think you Mr. Editor? If this be not blasphemy. 
1 know not what is : calling the purpose, the eternal purpose of 
Jehovah, one of the strong holds of Satttn. *' O my soul I enter thou 
not into their secret^ and to their assembly mine honor be not thou 
united.** If this bt not taking the crown from the head of King Jesus, 
and placing it upon ^ worm, I know not what is. Another remark 
' J must menttoo, which 1 noticed dropped from the lips of one of 
■^ese good people, these Pharisees of the Pharisees- A dear. Sister, 
iSKho Aold us. site formerly had very narrow Ihoughta of ihe I^deemer, 
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in that slie tliougbi he only died for a partof m&okiiid, b^t n^w «mce 
her eyes were opened she saw plainly, and she blessed God for it. 
He died for the whole' world 1 Then 1 infer from that he died for 
Judas. O Aruiiniansy what a wretched -subterfuge in a dying hour. 
May the Lord in his infinite Mercy keep you and tne; Mr. Editor; 
from such wretched delusion, and fais^name shaH hare all the glory, 

I remain, yours in covenant bonds, A SINNER. 

ON FAITH. 

To the Editor of the Spiritual Magazine. 
Mr. Editor, 

A Quei7 on Faith appears in your last Number, put Cwth by a 
Brother who signs " A friend to DUcriminatian" (l.say a Brother, 
for none others are fo4ind making enquiries of this kind, for mere 
professors are contented with an outside faith« and seek not for an 
inward one, — a natural faith and nqt a spiritual one.) I would not 
be supposed to chide in the first instance, nor write controversially, 
but 1 must observe the name seems to be looking to the wrong point 
of the compass of tbe Spiritual Heavens; 2>t«crtmtiia/tVir never did, 
nor ever will, produce, or beget, one particle of true genuine Faith ; 
such as my Brother is looking out for. Faith iuust come from the 
Lord, and is not sought for by us, until it has taken possession of 
the heart, and therefore discrimination of the mind, has nothing to do 
in the search after faith, " it is like the wind it bloweth where it 
listeth, but thou canst not tell from whence it cometh or whither it 
goeth.'* 

But to the subject. A natural faith wilt only touch natural things^ 
and is the more deceiving inasmuch as it will take into its ravenous 
grasp, a great deal of religion, and acknowledge the truth of Christ 
to an exceeding extent in the bare letter history ; but wheresoever 
the mystery of the truth in Spirit poi^'er, becomes manifested, mere 
natural faith will spurn it, and call it blasphemy ; and this it cannot 
. help, because it being onlv simple nature, cannot receive the things 
of the Spirit of God, which is Chri,st in the mystery : in this consists 
))rincipal]Y the difference between, natural and spiritual faith ; the 
former will talk uiuch of Christ in letter, and will equip itself with 
Scripture phrases, and run to tikem, in every attack of the Spirit, 
for a shelter against detection : but God being a living principle 
within, points out the iniquitous nature of letter* faith — tirue Spirit 
.faith speaks on this wi^e, 

'^ Faith is, an eye within, 
, ' Not to be looked u/79fi, — ' , 

: But hy it thro' the clouds of 8ut> ^ 'i , * 
.. To view ^h' atoning Son." . •, • • 

Natnral faith will never discover in a child of grace any trae need of 
Christ, it wilil let him have as much of Christ as he pleases, provid^'- 
ed the grand Bccx>et is not diacoverod^ tb^t he is so l^at, and so 
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pMf that thbrtf is Jio salvation without him, and futther that Christ 
h the whole from 6rst to last, of salvation tn me, as well as salvationr 
ybrme. 

{ It hath been ny happiness, Mr. Edhor; ^ be made to feel the 
dffectsof.a living, faith, and by rt have seen Christ as my Christ/ 
tbrdttgh the '.'elouds of sin:'* I mean not' merely immoral cooducibttt 
inward sin, and most of all religiotA sin, that which my evil nature 
virould make a Christ of. • 

; The i^irit of faith is God manifested in the soul, and is therefore' 
omMipotent workipg in tbe soul with an Almighty power^ it believes 
that in me. there is no good' thing, that I have no power of my own to 
MtVe^or to obey (what is called by some) Gospel precepts, or Gos* 
pel admonitions ; it leads me to Christ for the falfilment of these as 
well as every other part of the law; indeed itleads me to Christ on all 
occasibhs, and keeps me there feeding on his fulnelis : and this is 
ohe oJFthe surest e^ences foe a weak Brother :tb' judges of what hind 
of faith he is mskle tbe recipient of« But observe also that it is Christ, 
and nothing bttt Christ, to which fcith leads, Chriat aimpfy^ and Christ 
truly 9 not to books, or ordinances, or ministers^ or mean» of grace* 
If sometimes iki^ough them^ yet never to lA^m, for in this there is a 
freat'diffefenoe', Ibr if my faUh hears Christ in a Sermon it thanks 
God dnd not the Preacher: and lappeeal to all taught of the Lord^ 
whether. It is not mbce pro6tiBkble, in the ccMiteniplatbn of my Savior's 
suitable fulness^ (Whether in hearing or reading) to h&ve'all the ex«i 
tenials out of sight. . If faith does aiot wholly complete this in the ex* 
pettenceof every child of God, it works ithis way, and natural faith 
quite the opposite/indeed in worship natural faith cannot do without 
'externals, for it k aU that it is conqposed of. 

• Youff constant Bead^; i 



ORIGINAL ESSAYS. 



\ '■';;.'. , ,.."/.. ON GRACE. 

' It is on i^ord th^t the Anglic Spirits; wbonte beatific^ defights artf 
lbiund'iirtli«ir nlf*rifiess of approach to >tivB Most Hi&H, desire to 
took into the tbrn^s > which retate to the salvation of- the Church. 
Grace, • in respect of 'man, . is a suhgect so profoundy that. even with 
the exalted attainments, and the knowledge of spiritual things thtj^ 
possess,' art understaiiding thereof is not vouchsafed them ; but (and 
we speak as atien,); with holy awe they would &inunriKvel the mystery, 
and fondly re-tuae their harps to the prftise of the ^Lord of Hostsv 
How then should mam, regenerate knanv approach the contempktion X 
.'Shall Angels hide their faces, and fear, and shall man be bold? In 
the lowest degree of self-abasement; joined with the highest' expeoi' 
Vol. L— No. 6. A a 
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The Lord Jehovah hftth d«clarefl bis iDfinite mind, by tecmding 
ik4 pari^a^ahi bi« wiU; Hmt M ^orlds^ iu|<t all 8«b9istetac«sin2idL 
woiMs^ arv IbrnHcri ftohr the dkinpletj ^f' Ub o^o^g^rj ; alid tbougb- Ik 
be ^jipv^nrfg^ ^t«dv tbtl witboat the God4ia» tebaAvit crcsAtd* 
awf thing Act is orealed, yettbe Maif,. Cfa^at JeslM^ »«!»» appMitedk 
for the same grand purpose, the display of Iba gloi^y o£ the ImvA 
JchdvalH^ R^sultidg kcnk thisf, t» tbe divine appoinltatal} eoiweniteg 
nav5 bis crtatioar hbv pfeservaitiwd liroai .birAr». Itoougbdalt the^ 
dtoMiid Icto^offauniaui eMste*!^;^ andlbe cKsfonkol botbaoaiaadl 
bMfy, wbewdiMnittd by destli. Wb«i Ibttf it Ihe M«rtce««ilK»eB» 
ibeM ioveteigw piiipoMi^ iMfee? Hewvea tiiumpiis^-^lli* maA i«M 
joiccB^— -^ea hdl tneiMil4«,>Mil6 all ffi^Mm^ a«d eacli tespoord^tottMr 
oiheft *^Grace! OrHml free, tDvet^iga^ «nf»iisU»ble Gia<^ 1^' 

Of ivlial imal, 6f wbat i««nite mom«B« ii«sl kWa* siib^ot be> tvhinb 
clilla forth in beh«lf of it» elisteiice aiMl inpmtSMfie/ botb tbii «iliiB9 
' iafllbe<felii«Mt a^Miil^ of the ttytiwk' of fcteitig]i.tMdk pwtf^ Hw 
babttallonsr of att kingilo*» ! 

lehirv^ hsib declared himself, m beisg k hi* diskkie aittiwe ditf 
CMM(!, the One, Uvmg, and True GddL 8<e sumA poriaMi of the 
iHipiiiedi tblnnl* as thi^M ? «< I aw 6od and tbcne ja none tAmJ' ^1 
•iftOod;^ an^lhete i^iHttwlihe mie/' .Jehotak. hutii dtckccrf bill*' 
Mlf to eiiiiiC; ia> the FcMott oftire F«tber»Fmlh«V^Brao« 4]IC.thB Stoi^ 
and M the PbMu of the UiiW Ghosl^ TWi ihci^eeivably ghtoMi 
<«i«teM0«Mjigdi8tiRetlt In 1^l»ne Piitvoiis^ bai 6f oae esienve.' Tb<i 
ian^NMral eildsoee «l thia 10 too tf j O aatf h^ to adntit of qaolation.. 

The beamings of divine gf«c«ii [were aatlyexbibittd- to ibe aye af 
man lalto aoanlhMlioa oR the globe we inhabit, and soon after bis 
formation) were seen by our first father ; but grace in Jehovah, grace 
in its fountain, subsisted ficomJlba d&ya.. of eternity. The seraphic 
hosts glowed in the warmth of those beams, or ever the eartb was ; 
they basked on the averbslisi^ hiiis* of lehavah'r favor. Had the 
Infinite a beginning? Then had grace also. 

That grace might be brought forth to the apprehension of its ob- 
jects on earth, it was necessary iKtlt the iriune Existence of Jehovah 
should be known: for Jehovah as God abstractedly, being to 
mortals a consuming fire, is unapproachable ; but Jehovah in tbe Per- 
son of the Father, is aceiestbl^; tad berein we perceive his grace 
sUmnl^ MtbgbvridMlf^AiidleliC never be fdrgoMtii^ tha^tbaaj^ the 
Fathto taHeatM ptiotity in out arrap^erilant of tiie BMHes df ftht 
FeimtlSiA tbe Triidly^ yel^ as the nalujfe Mth« wbohi isorieaad 
iMiviaible, a^ abo ace the witt sad pairu/nse of eaeb^ ana and aa* 

1^ [the ^ra^e of Thb FaiIubil b an Ocaatii.wbaii watom isswag 
^raaUy from Hie ihmM of his aiim persdaal glory, fonaaa^sq^aoMk 
i&imi^Hle.aa^fiisjriatarer^profobnd as biff altribales. Th^^dearof 
tUabfaad Ma^ aaltfee these b natare, wbicb fov wkb add be^ifieattt 
fiarfSdaaa. ate petpetliaUy ebbiig: and floimag^ theaKa^vertetiadk: 
bat hatbg «tertti% ddwtod, they eoalinafe eliimdly flowiag, uar 
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U^e jmwea^iMlkUe «M«»» f^f %hm Qf^^^p ttiUw W^fMl* U^yt^Ji^ 
^m9^v/vm4» ^Vf4ltfiflriA.|l^« #»jfW9W<»^? Af^^ecMp io •frfety* 
Uaviog tmoed the source* we now conteniplate <b^, ftyyiy^il 

* BeiW be the f|atlicr ati4 Ms LoVe^ 
'Tp whose tcile^tial source ^ t)We 
* Itiverd of encJlle^s^Gy abov^ 

And rills pf Qptofon here j^etow/* * ' 

- f bfCoveiHUitiof |m«» qstablisked iiy the 'UHoee Ai?uie:BeraruM m 
HtkoBimk^ 18 the reeuk of dbe rsomrcafB love iftod good mIl'>o^^ 
>gathtr,:in>< hj t wwi Mhgiew^iwihigly.t»k«ve ^hr« Ghuiaali by iMn^ wftvo 
:0boiikl ibe re#0«ldl ^aiheir OovenMU MmjL dt •• a «itisi6il cenlem- 
^tieoi, jiumI «iali (Mi ite vfeteaglbtNi ovAsIb in4b« MjVitciy «f the 
sacrad Three, that «be Fathers yee jniaeeB jUib ^MiifriiitTitiiMi .of 
jriMe ^vaceief tbe6oD^ iiHd tbatftbeAioiy fi^pkkkfmoBpKOiArnMd^ 
4lie»0yakeigii l^eand Ibe aiifMnnttmenit. • iSo 4)|atitfae »witt«ad flvr- 
pose of each individuaUy^ .akabtidft beysnd caa^Komn^ff Jthe potsbuiii 
determinations of the whole collectively* Thus our faith in Jebovab* 
19 strengthened to,M4i»nos«tabfe/aaajir«iice}4f/tiie jnode of the divine 
existence, and «tfvdMs MiMitgr '^ the ^p^vodooft which the divine 
arrangements for tbe*disiA8iy«Hbe:49b>ty^f Uiqvdh rests. 

One grand stmu1aiion4>f the' tfolyCavanant^foti shewing forth the 
aovereignty of Cfrace, was tfae appointment of means, by which the 
-o^ectts id ikm ¥allicrls 'love isboidd 4>e pieserved anMetith^nrtafeta of 
'^le^aUy tiid^Mjrvpd £ram lateinal^eaUi, witbont jia ;iMfMiaehm(nit.«f 
:#«be«aih's.boliii4»B/aad jwilioe>: (Man's Iransgttwa— bciog fathJeei, 
!WBd«tke4iQMm ^ iebovvb Jwqainng ;the .di^>b^ id* itbe iMoway mt 
iHiewkpdieofhisiattMbatas. . 

Ibis >lhetfltee is> Iba Mivcbntoniwe anrivejslk, tbaiifae tahaBnal af 
«att«eyaBceaf>tbe4a«|cbie8Sign«ie.4if rtbe Ealbcs, dstbe Son qifuai^ 
asboconneaaoflediloHila^beihiiaself iin buaiaia aatnfciy ai jw .apfiOHiftcd 
aiaie, for4hejpatpaaeiof laifolduigfthfl gfaarns<aif Jebotahrand^eveal- 
.ing the purpbms of 4ln idivna wilL iSwgv O ye rkemmiM; /dr MAe 
MjotffI kaik dom Ui alimf , ye l^met ganta «/ Afte Earth: ^^ttkfntA 
.m/tawipg^gi^ye MdmnUrim,^ ^?of^9i, andtevery TrseiMflrctfbe /or !lt« 
^JordJiStk reitetmed Jaooib^ MndghrySedftimtt^tin bilmeL 

d. ^beOfaoeKrfT»B(ftoii^isa« Ottcaafl«baaewawes»> p saaa gd ing 

IJNNa llfS'OwaiptfSGMal gli»y«ind.atttib«feeSf ata^.not in ibi9ir>fi|>poittt- 

'«d oourte, but How^MrpeUoilly caumrd: v^ they baae tfM^dJtdm^ 

' aa abatt tfiey aaH U fiteraity . . Thin sea of i^ove ambraoes in ills «o|rii- 

ausbosom, the indwridualipersettsiiad intareets faHiihat gfyfaimfUii- 

; 4if.BUMaiimt9^nmdAindMd»,^nd 



4mdef which mo .atoa caa wamAir, 

jRHfle, aiiritfoNgpM8t;.wbieh<sbaU in tbedajiter.dayisiafid bttfofertbe 

-tbaoaeafiGod, andicry>witb adoad.voice, ^'iSalvaAkm to ounGod 

•ai4ia«o4he LambT in Uie.^Govcannit of Osace .it <wns 4>«>Mided, 

<lbat<theaeeottd FejpsoD«iniebev^ahaifld undertake Ibi^ caiuae of the 

'€biMh« wbacfa ttioagh 'ds4»a0|l i^> liie lawiad for idb»y»hV»^.gb»r)^* 
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ii^ould faB hito tin; GmI the Son <6iifageAto dkttr oil Hieniyitemv^ 
etnpioy, and flfnbmitted ito Hto hniniitBtioii cbtiaequeBt on quittiog tine 
abode of blesaedneis^ that of ttikinjr%i)>on tiimaelf the frtiil covering 
of' manhood. 

• Herein, ttdded tp the astontth^nt of the renewed soul, when r^ 
fleeting on his Personal glory as God, the belldver tiews snch all 
accession of glorv crowding jtl^e cemf Ijex Pjeraon, God. and Man, that 
his amazement givjes plc^cje to ^doration^ and with the tH^mphing 
Apostle be is constrained to ei;chi|in» ** Q the depth pf the ncbes bot( 
of th^ wisdom and knowledge of God !" 

In the fulness of time the Son of God united himself to human 
nature^ took possession of thife Body prepared foe him, for the pur- 
pose of accompliahmg^ the actnal redemption of his People ; add 
commenced the mightv work he' bad engaged in Covenant to pei^mi. 

The birth of the human nature* the advancement to Youth, the 
arrival to Manhood ; the ministry, the mirades, the temptations ; th^ 
bodily anguish, the soul tortuies; the obedience unto death, the 
crucifixion ; the reyarrection, the ascension, the triumph and the 
intercession of our glorious. Lord; abundantly testify hi)f Grace, as 
jthc SoQ of Gojd in cMunmoi^ with t^e Father^ 

f* Glory to lihee, great Son of God, 
From whose dear wounded body rolls . 
A preoioas stream of "vital blood. 
Pardon and life fo)r dying souls/^ 

Bat the greatet glory for the eye of faith to be iaed on, b the Grodr 
Man, is the view she is permitted to take of his complex Person. What 
. lie katk dam is move than enough to fill to oyerAowing the joy4Mis aoul 
Ibat contemplates the subject ; but what Ae ts, in himself, no hiuaaa 
pencil can delineate, the nnite mind cannot conceive. The Angela in 

• neaven who witness the continued inflicx of souls redeemed from off the 
£arth, and whose bliss is perpetuated in the presence of Him whom 
we adore, cannot trace his excellencies, cannot poortray his beauties. 
In the union of the divine and hnman natuoes of our Jesus, it centered 

' all the blessings of Gr^ce, for dispensement among the objectn of 
sovereign mercy. The sure mercies of the Oovenant, which by the 
Persons in Jehovah was ordered in all things, are at the disposal of 
Him who is the Covenant Head of his Chujpch. Were we asked the 
'^SS^^to o^ our opinion of our adored Lord, we could not say more 
than is expressed in the reply of St. Peter: Tkim 4trt The Christ. 
3. The Grace of Thb Holy Ghost^ the. third Person in the 

-holy and ever^blessed Trinity, is an Ocean whose extent is bounded 
by the same extremes as is £teniity, i^nd whose waters, clear, as 
^hrystal, reflect the glories of the. Invisible Jehovith, by revealing the 

' iBounctls, the conditions, and the purposes of the everlasting Covf - 
liant The Spirit*s Grace made the discovery to the Church of eter- 
nal transactions, and brought to view, things unutterable ; jtiid which 

'were so sacred that man durst not speak of them, were it notfor Ubi 
gracious revelation. His Grace prepared the holy bofl^an-qatiire of 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



o«, saint's trea^vry. 181 

fdie-Ood-Man t formed that mytkerious solmisteiice ' in -die womb of 
4he Vii^in ; and sanctifiNI it for tho miglity purpose to which it was 
*/|evoted. - Hia life-giving Grac^ gaye Ufe» .at the Creation, to all the 
t>elngs that were formed; infii8e.s the yital energy into all crejatur^ 
^nd things that subsist; an<) as Tin^e and Eternity are prblonged» h}s 
power wjll uphold and preserve aU thai continues in being. Hjs 
iiwisdom indited and penned the inspixied volume ; descrihed the infi- 
nitely various ^nes afkd featured p( divipc tr.utb ; pencilled all iu 
)beauties» ^nd in globing colors marked all its excellencies. 

His grace is bjrought jg^to action in the Person pf the Sioner» when 
by regeneration he is 4||uickened from spiritual deatjl into spiritual 
}\ie; and is pro.ceeded ip» when by certain but varied . stages the 
Sinner is advanced jp newness f)( life^ a/id enabled to Uve Qf^ Christln 
j^ulness, 

"We give Thee, Sacred Spirit^ praise. 
Who in our hearts of siu and w.o.e . 
Makes living Springs of grace aris^^ 
J^nd ii)to houndlesa glory fioyv.** 



Tt^e fiew h^re taken (tboiugh so Aon^rapted) jof the Grace of Jeho*- 
ffj^h in bis Covenant Names, is productive of such an ample stove #f 
Reflections, that we must decline the attempt to offer them just now, 
iaud close the Paper ; promising our Readers, if it be the Lord's witt« 
that we will enter upon tl^em in the shsipe of distinct S^sa^s, here- 
after. Only, believer, throw not even this sketch on one side, till 
jLhou hast |)our.ed forth 4iy soul at the Merc v- seat, and called on Him 
xvho guideth into all trpth, to reveal ihe Father to thee; and cease 
^ot thv supplication, till thoju la^' bipld of the Covenant, and knoyr 
that ail its blessings are thine own. Even so. Lord Jesus. 

" Thus God the Father, Cod the Son^ 
And God the Spirit we adore ; 
That Sea of Life and love unknown* « 
Without a bottom, or a shore." 



To the Editor of th^ Spiritual Magazine, 

Dear Sir, 

As a Sub9criber to your Valuable Miscellany, I have sent you aa 
extract from an o)d Author, which should you deem worthy insertion, 
yi\\\ I think be acceptable to many of your Readers ; wishing yoa 
jnuch success in your undertakiug» and that the Lord the Spirit may 
please to add his blessing to the Work, 

I remain Your's sincerely, - 

London, Auput'blh.l^i. *' 0N£SIMUS. 
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QF THB CONCBPTION ASS) Jf ATJV ITY O^F CAIN. 

9Ti>K.F£ANCISLEE. 

The Holy GluMt hath traly Bfuri of Cain, Ast he was of that nMked 
one, i. e. of the oM Serpent vrhidi defieired fiis niDther, and Ibe lea* 
aon why he alew hk brother, h aiirf|;ned to no other than this, th^Bt 
%e wM Ihe ofbpring of bim who was a murderer fromllie beginnhig. 
And thtts also the wicked Jem Who had a muirderoifts heart against 
ChriKt, are by truth said to be flrom their Tatber At dei^ that tfa^ 
were as of ihe seed of the serpent, and the^nemtlon of *die devil. 
.Some of the Jews are supposed to ^ave liad wery gross nortions eon- 
cenfing Cain, and to have asserted against Ihe possibBity .of natuoe 
as well as the authority of Mbses, diatlie'was not truly and properly 
the son of Adam ; but that tre was reafly begotten of (he Serpent in 
the womb of his mother. I can hardly think any of them so sotttidi 
as this lepresentsthem ; or that thejr could ever have given the lie to 
their Lawgiver, who says eicpessly Adam knew £ve his Wife when 
she conceived Cain: bttt'yet;p)ei'haps there may be somewhat in diis 
matter beyond What we may commonly understand. And it appears 
to me that the ancients, "batb ;lewv and Chiiithintf, had other senti- 
Bleats concerning diabolical generation, and propagation, than are 
received at this day, as they proceeded upon different principles, and 
adhered much to. a traditional interpretatiqn of Scriptiire ; and their 
thoughts thereupon perhaps deserve not altogeAer to ht rejected. 
Indeed the key of the matter is nothing iint the i mpregnation of -^e 
'imaginative power .in the superior wiH as deceading into materiii^ty, 
*to vrtneh some give the name of the opertftlrveHdea ; but others cdl 
it the magical formation, or simply the nii|glB. Tn pregnant women 
the wonderful effects of this operative idea are notorious, and so de- 
monstrable, that I think it would be needless to say any thing on die 
subject. This falls under daily observation, and has already been 
ieamediy treated on in several set disconrses by curiovs Inquirers 
into the secrets of nature. 

It is most certain th^t.the imagination of Eve was wbibt she bore 
Cstn, most highly impregnated and exalted; and this impregnation, 
and exaltation of her imagination, made her conceive in her foolish 
pride among other things that she bad gotten from the Lord, what 
she really had gotten from Ids enemy the widtedi>ne, who had spirit- 
ually sown the evil seed in the -fiuxulties of her mind : whence as a 
woman transported out of herself, she could not but imagine that she 
was highly 'faviired of i<tlod iievein. ^So pleasing lierself with the 
thoughts of her new acquisition, as if she had expected immediately 
to be the mother .of the.Messiah himself ; or else of some high angelic 
%itfh, or divine Hero, i^he gave him a name according to the pride 
which was sown'in'her hes3rr!by the subtle deceiver, who might .therfc- 
fb^e not impr^periyl think be called hisiParent. And even tiil i^e 
<hM imagined, andiie also accorUing to the false mirror set before 
them by the Serpent, that he was io'he ibrsooth as a' god Upon the 
earth ;,^tas«omehiodygNMltor* than all besides, who were to come 
after bim, l>^fioileii9 in hb imagiqatifNP .tH/mf^Mi^n^emm; or a 
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r 6f fhe Lordi Meording lo die'Otigiital iext, And m» nioMer that 
dw ftdmivHi bin ft»kil( Angel, idte» abe hoked on Mot throng^ ithni 
dIcoeMttfcglnnii; a» IhaH Ikt fe^dncnn Ait ker iffvl bora shinild niak»( 
kef MrnnafX^onntebly dbaitonibiii^ as if he were kkleed e*nie 4owm 
imni beavein* Ben Uxiel ea^ft* she fimt mMgincA eir la«0C^» team 
AiigeU ^uid fbenn tbk longing: nr deprnvndi fanngiitjrdeni^ey tf tbe forn» 
e£ n» evil Angel instead of a gpnd (nk was intvodueed; there would 
ha na aneh stmnge maftlev in Us the F8th4ir of pride nmy bj spintoalr 
imf regsiatinn beget bin likeness* ;i and » eWld aceovding to his bearty 
Mf ' tbrongh ^M- pitrenis eorrnpt t nnginndon he brottf^ fnalb mlJb^ 
out the least penre^ng the mder o£ nature; 

. TkunCain had wtHnki Hm likeness of bis npiritiinl Fatbeiv cnFen an 
be had withnrtft from bis eartbfy fiitber^ the inmge of a man ; and Cbnn 
we seem* bim Hie originatioD, and tsaductioaof liiedHabMAeal poisen« 
nndi siee.as tbrongb a wu^td gitm of the imnginiilkNiv and tbereifrHb^ 
the ii^st fruits of the ialU ^nfd the genealogy of sin*; Asid hei^by ww 
cMive to n fnndameiital^knlnwledge of thw ttutb of f^ha4 Chtnt wn4 
Ikis most beloved Disciple have expressly asaerted aonceming diaihMM 
Iksal genccaition, whereof Cain was undenhitedly the first honik And! 
nlio wb]! i* IS net said that he wan bom in die Mkeneen of Adtoi^ on 
a£ter h» i^e^ is it is snidf of S^th, . Gen. in 9^ which wel^ d«ses¥«s 
cnnsidenktionw 

ANECPOTJL 

Slit, 

If tte f^trowhig $h6nM be tfaooght worthy a place in your Magar- 
nkke, as dispfaytrigthe pbw^t and sovereignty of Jehovah, abd ^ 
fulfilment of his word» wherein he declares^ ^ Two shall be' In the 
^ field together, the one shatt be fidteri, and the other left." I submit 
it to your consideration as n iatt ^thm the knowledge of yours to 
serve^ for CMst'n* sake, 

AMICUS. . 

Some few years back a Dissenting Mtniste wns invited to panada 
in ^ licenned bans, aeveral priles distant from any tomn ;^ the prennk* 
mg bad continued for some months on<& Siord*s day fi«en>ng» and 
niatiy people fcom the adjacent viUngcs i^ended* 'Bw^ FariMni% 
men that the wnlld call ^es|p«ctab)Bi agsced that tkey w»nM oome 
and di^tiiirb,. or a^ they nught term it» have a little spork witfb these 
poor despised people that assetiiUed to worship* Chie cf them, nn 
enc^lknt pUyer oa the flat^ was to conte with the other into tkie 
ham^ and at a fixed time to b^gin playing, "'€rod sa^c tke.kiig»? 
whilst Sr nnmbor of their laborers were to be asrangnd nntside Ule 
d*Qor» to sing the national song^ 

. A^ihosdtngly on the day kppoiated the two Farraersieaflie and tonk 
tbelr'Aelits in the Barn^ aftd Ibei ntcu^ ^vfao had pirocilced a bench 
^foma aei^ikorin^pttMicbmnsn, wenfraffmngedontside, and to em- 
courage thm in tUs laiidaUe nildtntakiag they were plentifully sup- 
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plied with beer. ' Some sh^rt time- afte# the preacher h\td ' efttere4 
upon his discourse, the player oq the fiute ikot begioning according 
to their previous agreement* the other pulled his coat, and whispered 
to him to begin : but God» who worketh aH things after the counsel 
of his own wiU/had discharged the arrow of conviction into his con- 
science, and be remained motionless, although repeatedly urgdd by 
his neighbour to commence playing. The laboring men came 
several times and looked into the bam, waiting for their leaders ta 
begin: the. disturbance ; but as Ood had stopped the leader, they be- 
haved peaceably. From this time the Farmer became an eamesir' 
seeker of the Lord Jesus Christ, and was- brought to ar saving know- 
ledge of him, and to this day continues a follower of the despised 
Nazarene, while his companion remains in nature*s darkness^ 
. He has pftea. declared, that such waathe power of God and the 
deep impr^siou of his own guilt, that although he came fuUy deter- 
mined to make a disturbance, he had not the least ]K>wer to take4iisr 
ittCe out of his pocket : thus was fulfilled the Lord'a word^ ** One 
shall be taken, and the other lefu" 

Shall we ascribe the conversion of this poor sinner to God on ac- 
count of any work done by him ? Certainly sot. — But wholly to the 
free, sovereign mercy of God, , in Christ Jesus. All, his sheep shall 
hear his voice at the ^appointed time ; Eternal life shall be frec4y 
liestowed upon them, they being predestinated to the same ; and 
that Bternal life given them in Christ Jesus before the world was, 
shall be manifested by the quickening, life-giving operation of God 
the Eternal Spirit ; and whenever the appointed time 'derives to favor^ 
him, the dead in trespasses aiid sins shall hear the voice of -the Son 
of God and live. *' Where is boasting then? it is excluded; by 
yvhatlaw? of works? Nay — but by the law of faith." — Even so. 
Amen. 



CUSTOM -IN SIN, 

CAUSETH HARDNESS IN SIN. 

Look but upon a youth when he comes first to be an Apprentice 
to some artificer, or bandicraift trade, his hand is tender ^ and no 
sooner is he set to work but it blUters, so that he is mwck^ pained 
thereby; biit when he hathcoraftaufii some time at work*, tihen his 
hand hardens^ and he gotes on. withoirt any grievaniDe at all. tt is just 
thus with a tinner, before he be aecuti^wwd to an evil way, eoasoienee 
is tender and full of remorse, like a queazy stopmch, ready to kick at 
the. least thing that is offensive: O, but a continued casfoiii, and 
nakioj^ vl trade of sin, that it is that makes the conscience to be hard 
and brawny, . able to feel nothing ; as it is in a smith's forge, a dog 
that comes newly in, cannot endure the fiery spar kg to fiy about his 
ears; but being once used to it, he sleeps securely : so let wicked men 
be /biigp used to the deviFs workhouse^ to be slaves and vassiUs to sin, 
the sparks of hell fire, may fly about them, and the fire of hell flash 
44K>n their souls, yet never trouble them, never disturb them at all ;• 
and all this ariseth from k continued custom in a course4>f eviU 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



REVIEW. 

Tkf Riches tf EH^e ^Graci UlrfMkd mkdJEMmptt^d, Spc. m^ Ttoe/fA 
i>M^^#v«^ by SarmucA E]tkB Pierce. i : 

(Concluded' from page 135 J > 

We nPMT. ViMii 4^1ig^t tur^ o^v^r the pages of " The Dialogues'," awf 
^ic«» .«0Q«| A$i;w 4i9tef iug upiOQ tiaeir perusal^ attracted by a i^iost>h-' 
t«j:«fttj|ii^ i|o|^\Qr89tl9PA <Vlt SalyatiOin, its fruits atid ejects; which^ 
for the f»iirpose of ti-auacribiug a paragraph or two^ \ve ^hall iir^t 
aoUce,: Th« Oi^t^ftgists are knowA by the dtstipction; *&mpr'*ind 
Jmnimf% iMft4. %^ fl^pfiptive oij the Young l\Ian, and thif Tf^her v^ 
.Chrfsi9iJ)Qih p!99s^Q9)H'Siof the grace of God in truth, but tl^e spirit* 
.^ knov^ledgft (^f VW^ e^ceedipg t\i^t o( the Othej^ $^nd each ^iicsniD^ 
r|MfQfitabie di^fvu.rs^ on tlie d^^p. things of (jod. paying gope through 
«loilg eonver^tH^^ oi^ S'm ao^ tlie FalL and on I^egerierati9i^^ they 
«oiDet«i tb« I>^al^e fjfym wb^ch tl^^ fqtlowing is ^p extract ; ^he^ein 
ifl expffe«»ed the sul^^^ace of wi,iat was pijeviousjy advanced Oa /Af 

'^ The Qew crf^tttre U «n mind and understanding to know Cbrist, to appre^ 
kend and receive the knowledge or him.' It is aH wiH- to efaoode nitn-: it is afi 
beart to loye t^lin. All its affectibm are supremely filKd on hin. It fo^IVeye t« 
behold hiu: all ear to kear him. It Aoitlls the ^v^r of hj^.ipi^Q, per^WW 
Uood^ TighUamntUf Mid fr^gviuit iptercessioi^ . |t hath, a mouth to sp^a^ Cor 
him; a pSlnte to taste th^ sweetness contained in his word and promises : nknds 
to handle hinu it bath feet to go to him, an^ tor wiklk lii him. Ite fact, -idl'Hie 
spiritual actings of the new creature are on CbriM* HiasCbrikt, tsto thSg new 
nan in Christ, all i& aH.'' page 86. - . •. 

Junior theR «ttq«ipes ^ Fr&y, aoe |iot.fiegen?fat>PVb a94th$.^^m>t*s 
operat«OB9 mikim me^ Sadyatieai To^ MfbiiiK ii 19. replied: 

^ e^nim', 1 believe the generality of persona concejy?, if tl^e^r are bori]i.o]rQ64> 
it is salvation : but I sa^, no ; it is not. the pew birt^ }s all of grace : it Vs'the 
fruit of eternal election. By it we are bom the sons and daughters of the hor^ . 
God Almighty. In it we are n^ost divinely and evidentially manifested to be 
heirs of God^ ajid joint heirs with Christ. Yet Hu» is not salratibn. Ibe new 
birth is the fifuit of adoption, not of salvation. HegeiwMtioa is theaMidiMn 
wberel^ we feceiye the kbowled^e of Christ Into our mkids. * It is tb« fmJnkfy 
wxovi^hi in the renewed mh)d,'by which we reeeftve tairiat alid hia salvation iato 
oaf hearts.** 'pages 26, 57. 

Tbiii iU> »»♦ is the ewfpce of pbyifrtiawUy : m fact, there \^ bo 
'vitality indiat maft*&faith aad profe««ioa, ^h^^if^^lApa^S' p^ Mqp^ 
the eontir^ •en^hnetit* N0 otlm ibsnfieabiy opiiion* apor feelingp, 
pervade the mind that is not raijsedatiove dependance otiwhat •€- 
curs withiHh "fhe ^aip.t walks constantly in darkness, who is govern- 
ed by prittinpkft whioh keep bii» from tracing tp their soi^rceji th^ 
blessings so'fAmfldantly fNTOvided for hiaii. t 

1. ''TheNew-hirth is the fruit t)f eteriirtl Eledtion.T Yes, bcf- 
cause God hath bles^d U^e Church with ai.l spirittial blessings, |n 
Christ, according as kg haih chosen licr^ b^ot^/s ibcJfoundcUio^ of the 
world. And this, though it be introdiiulory to the jtrnjoyioeut Qi tb^^ 
incalculable other spiritual blessings, is, as they are, but the fruit 

Vol. L— No. 6. B b 
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of the- Miirareigii ^oicc df the Ckiircb of God by the Fp^ber, A|i|l 
all spiritual revelations to the soul by God Ibe Holy (Qhost, as they 
spriag from, so are |b^ but the fruit of the eternal purpose. If we 
apprehend not by faith this ordejr in divine things, we so far as re- 
gards credence^ renounce the more glorious transactions of the ever- 
lasting (Coyenanty and hold Christ atone to be the only cause of sal- 
vation: thereby denying the Persons in Jehovah^ and prophaning 
fhe temple of truth. 

2. '* By th,e New-birth we are bprn the Sons and Daughters of 
the Lord God Almighty." Yes born sp— not by faith made so : for 
the Lord hath said by his Servant, St. Paul, Because ye iir« Sans, 
Ood hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, cryimg^ 
Abba Father, Notwithstanding the plearness of expression in this 
gospel truth, we know the professing world teems with persons who 
willingly accede to the statement, with this qitalificatioii,-r4hat 
having occome Sons, by believing, the Spirit of the Son is given^ so as 
to induce the cry. But what say those objectors to the verse preced- 
injg? To redeem them th^t we might rj^cbive the adoption of Sons. 
l*he Lord Jehovah having in tl|e councils of old luibptc^ his beloved 
family--*covenanted^ for their redemption froip the state ip^ whic^ 
they would reduce themselves, that they might coipe to thc: knowledge 
of the high and mighty privilege. Faith implanted within* by the 
power of the Holy Gho«fC introdufses them into this knowledge ; they 
are thereby enabled to appr^hei^d the glorious relationship \ as Sons 
and Daughters, they attam to an understanding of lbeirCpvei)antGo^ 
^d Father. 

But we are anticipating our excellent AuthoK, . ivho on.th^ Bubj,eGt 
of salvation in its fruits and effects, which wfs proposed at first tp 
^otice, has this most useful Dialogue ; and we purpose copyhig it at 
some length^ as it stand? at the head of a discourse on the highly iin- 
portan^ sjubje^t of " receiving salvation.'' 

. ^Smior^ • When we are horn sgain of Qod, then we begin tp see ai|d feel onr 
'Heed of salvation, wliich, when we h^ve right apprehensions of, we perceiye it 
1M> be altogether out of oorselves. The new birth is an act of Ctod within m : sal- 
vation is an act of Ood wUhsst u«^ We are the sfibjects of the new birth* ^e 
are partakers of salvation. We receive it by faith. Whereas, regen^raiion is 
not received, it is wrought in us once for all. It is onr sole meetness for eternal 

, JwMor, Pr^y, iny good Sir, give me leave to be very free with yon in my en- 
quiries ; it wiH be jtf lise to my miiid. Am I right in what I expressed coii- 
eeraijsg my fotme^^oagbts ? whkh, run thus:— If I am regeneratefl by t^e 
Holy Gbosty I am a child of Gpd, afid shall most assuredly be savedic 

Senior^. It is aq eternal truth, without you are regenerated by, the Holy 
Ghost, you cannot be manifested to be a child of God, nor have the -least good 
and proper thought of salvation ; yet tiie new birth is not salvation, it is t||e jne- 
dium whereby we receive the loiowledge of salvation into our minds. 

Junior, Inideedt wbefi I reflect pn whut yop have delivered-conoerping salva^ 
tion, I must acknowledge, I conceive salvation must iniluence the whole mind, 
1 vVant, therefore, to know the means whereby it does so. * 

Senior. I am very ready to inform you ; only let these following trutlis be fiivt 
acknowledged, that we may fairly niulerstand enehpther, ai^'d not treat any fit 
the aul^sts before us with confusion. 

Junior, Sir, this will be to me most truly desirable. 



fe*Ti^ 
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Senier. YoA will he pleased to take up vour words. Yoa MV yMir fomer 
ifabughis have hkeh^ were yon N»ni again, then you were a child of Clod, a<id 
sliould be saved. Now^ I do not deny, tbat as sare as yon are bom of God^ you . 
are a c|iild of God^ and shall be manifestatively saved ; but regeneration does 
not make yon a chUd ; it is the evidence of it : nor is thelr^ salvation in the new 
birth ; it is a splritusft facility, whibh, as the Holy Spirit is pleasM Ul open, to 
t^ceiye the revealed ilMountof satvatlOii given in the eveHastini^ gospel, is the 
very mean by whicSi you enjoy the same^ with all the blessings tl^reof." pases • 
40,41. 

Ag^in otk f^cdlvin^ s&lvfttiott :-^ « ' 

^'Senior, The Holy Ghost does not quicken your dead hearty i^d rabe it Up to 
believe on the name of the only begotten Son of God ; but he quickens and raises 
op the spiritual life and faculty which he wrought in yon in regeneration, and 
draws it forth into act and exercise. 

. Jwuor, Really, Sir, it is of great importance to know this, and have right 
and scriptural views of the same. 

Senior t It is so ; as it makes way for our so receiving the knowledge of 
Christ and aalvation into our minds, as lifts us off ourselves, and fixes us entirely 
oahun. 

Jmnun*^ But how am I made a partaker of' Christ ? 

Senior, By faith ; which is a receiving grace, and by which we actually re- 
ceive Christ into oor hearts. 

Jimimr, But what must I do? - 1 must act^ that I may receive Christ. Must 
I not? 

Senior^ There is nothuig to te done by you. Yon are wholly passive in all 
the work and operation of the Spirit of the Living God within you and upon 
you. 

JwdoTt This I cannot apprehend. How con I receive salvation, if I act 
Botfamg? / 

Seniort Jtut as yoju received nataral and spiritual life, without acting any , 
thing. Did you not receive natural life without any act of yours? What act 
did you perform, when a living soul was imparted to you ? None; It was 
utterly impassible yon should. You had being and life ^iven you ; all which 
followed was but the effect of it. You had a spiritual birth and life in regenera-* 
tion.bestdwed on you; all the acts of the same are the fruits and effects of it* 
So the knowledge of Christ is bestowed on you, and Christ is received into the 
mind actually and passively, under the influence of the Holy Ohost^ and formed 
m yon thft hope of gloiy^ without aay act of yours. Alany spiritual acts of the 
mind foUow, which give proof and evidence pr.all tills; but not qneof thesie gpes 
before, to give being to the cause which produces them." page^ 43, 44 

And again :— 

"The new birth contains the spiritual facftUieSofiindeirMttndiilg, wiU,tiifiiiiory 
'^nd affections. Tlie Holy Gho^t enlightens the udders talRSog with the know- 
ledge of Christ. The Apostle says, < And we know that the Son of Gbd is oome, 
and hkth' giv^n us anunderstanding, that we*may knoW^iimtbat Is trtte,uad !w« 
.are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Clir^jt,' 1 John v. 20. Tlie Holy 
t^host enlightens the renewed iiiind, and opens the- spiritual undentlm4iii|$ to 
receive and iipprehend Christ, as revealed in tlu» everlasting '^q|spei.. By this 
means Christ is. most truly knowQT— spiritually received. He exiits in the mina« 
the renewed will bows, Submits, yiiBlds Itself up to liim, hs the ohe^ttloiie add 
(Hily Skvibr. The addictions are fixed on him as aH-saffidieat iot Uftf atui walva- 
tibn. 'Vhe memory is sanecified to think on^ and to refoember JMs. wori^,of \sal- 
vatioiu and the gracious wdrds which proqeeded out of his moath, and which are 
recorded in the Sacred Volume olf Inspiration. The spirit^ faculties of the 
irenewed mind are altogether suited to Christ: to know mm— to appi^hend 
him— to receive Mm— to believe on fatm-^to love him— -to cleave to hfan-i-to doM 
light in bim-vto gloty hi hhn^to live on him aloae." pag^;4l», 46. . . 
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• : r. Y . : . . . 

in Ai»kiirg'4htoBe varions extracts, we axe taking gfeal care sot fa. 
spoil ^c eWf^t'of the'venc^ble Writer-* argument, and at the aam^ 
ti^nie are anj&iou9, nut to encroach on the paltWint^ ot those Readers 
who, have ike vo>lHHie b^ tbeih ; but in spite 6f 'oWr dai'e on the one 
batidi a«d our feat on the othec» we know not how to leave the Dia- 
log^ before iis Sv4ttiout idnbtht^r <)iio«8tion. 

To guard against any misapprehension of the subject, so spiritually 
handed by Senior ; and to simplify » if posaible still more« the impor- 
tant question. Junior makes the enquiry and receives the answer 
Whf<^ foHows :— 

<< JiMW. I conld wiA to ¥»|tieift yb(i,<ti YhehKrat simple and clearetrt Kaiiaery 
to give me ad accoopt how yon received Christ ; I cdfieeive it will serve, ghMiMI . 
I httVeinaAeimy mistake in t«iiat hath b^en detlvercd on the suliject bcjfore^is, 
to set me right. . . 

^Senior. 1 ^ost certainly nvHI, «lnd with the gresteMt tplcastii^. Yon are ^to 
kfioW, th^ the 'Ltird had wrotiglTt t^ectciftlly im my 'smil, sdme ye«rs 'before I 
knew Christ as he is set forth in the everlasting gospel of the blessed CSod^ 
When I was, thronfi;h his gopd pleuni^, to ^«ar ^ everlasting (gospel, it was 
lind^ the mihtstrym tlie tvnK exe^leift Mr AoiMaiite, a maawhdm I nevcar <Mm- 
ver&ed with. I am truly glad I i^ever did, as I conceive it has ausWcfred a "for 
bett^ ena, to teceive what! did frdmlilm in an ^dimince wdy, tbaniit«w«y 
of conversation. When I first heard him, I was struck exceedingly with the sab^ 
Je<it. ^e wHs at that time constahtly speaking c(ttic^ntng the cwfenant >iiff ihe 
^teHial Yttren. Ifeu^ed to express how the F^thf«r had 'laid mi Chvisit Mi flovtti 
•f sin-r-.that.Chdst had offered himself as the sacrifice for them — that his offerwif^ 
had perfected fdr ever the putHi% Hrwajr of <Ain-^th9t the Fattier «viis inAntely 
and everlasting^^ well pleased with the life and death of his co-equal Smi, and 
' Wefl't^lcl^fedMVffiifhat'Aimier wh6 'wito weft pleased m^lthiGlfriit-^^faat the Haly 
spirit 'btfre Ms 't^tlificniy tb'th^ 4ttMi Of an tills In tlie*%«rd-«ancl that there 
Vais nbw'iiBlHihigtobe done^rslilvtltibn. He tifi<id ta *e«pvcas himself thas : 
When pbtsbns bdgin to 'be ebhc^fied aboiA salvatibh, they nil think there mwrt 
b^ ^bme great work wrought, that they mtiy 4>e ^^^1. Sirs, there Is nbthii^ to 
be Qbhb for salvation, btit wlidt iMih lilrca^dy ty^en. The 'oacilfioe whidi 'takes 
H^y i\\ tin, hath been ^iH^fcd. The Fatherliath accepted }t, and Christ vs en- 
tei*ed>«vlth his bwn blood hito the holiest df aU; and iiotfatngremainB hritte 
God *to send d6\mhi«'Si^irit, toMirgyon'to beliisve ia the tighteamifeaiaiid 
Sili^ftflce'tfrnmMannel. .1 used to be m «tfr'ililiearteg the«e iinportant seaten** 
ces: and ftiywliola aitention bdh^ nfast po^v^ftfMly arrested iaMi a eonsideiv 
ation of the importance of what was contained in the subject, ray mind was led 
secretly and imperceptibly to believe on the righteousness, and lUost jnreoions 
blood-shedding of the Lamb of God, and the Father's infinite and everlasting 
^aligktiniiim^aad aoe^ptaaoe of his work, without any thought about faiUi» or 
iaterast in tfieaniyaot. . This is the way in which the Lord the Spirit led me to 
reciwira: Christ It'wa* thus Christ was formed in my heart; and hereby I was 
M rto real tand center ai Christ far my whole salvation/' pages '46, 47^ 4d. 

9l^iillpQ«tie of the.Gaatilaa wntos fai ihis epiaAle to those hUowed^ 
'Odd, :^xm called 9^iMi, ih Home, and «he experience of every, be^- 
jU^yei; i^i'dhris^ confirms the plealsing thought. With the heart man 
MiMAmUe rigiihouaMSM^ a»d with (he moiUh confession islmade 
imio'^Shati&n. Tbe obsewation.ta in Ha AWeelcat aeaae yer^&eJU n 
the Whole of'jtWfe Toliittte tintfer review ; anH it ia abandaiiitly iwoved, 
fMpi(]i l)i^ proof, clear^ discoVerahte t>y thbse who shre at aH'acqtiatflteA 
^tk tl)ia i^at maa'a Qunistij and writings^ in , the quotation above. 
Who can penile it,^witho«t hnie diaiely dectfk^ therein, tlie ttleral 
experience of the servant of the Lord, Samuel Eyles Pierce ? We 
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kdve do tteed to enquire, as the Etiivuell tlid^l'hHrp, t^f'tphom'ipttiki 
^th the i^fophet llus? of himself, dr ^ •gJofne dtker imn ? For ^^vy 
i^entence 1>esptaks hirnlielf, and ev^ry 1^ e^boeff ttiie satki^« 

We tfbould much lik«> now, t^^o e^er thp^ whole fd this pttHtef^e, 
an4 ^irfeavor %o impress eiieh' important fiaTticaiar it coBteiM,'«a the 
mft^s otf'enir re«de«'S ; bat itiiad better «tatid in ita owe i^xctUene^ 
hefdre llleni, €haii by baviqg <ils -varkras parts disunitedy ^oae ifa« 
effiect-wHicb 4txannot fail to havfe iia a wliole ; land tut ba^ ^kaoAf 
•ao 4oii^ ettigaged the Reader's atbeatnti with tiur own rtaisbs; 

Buttle bAve a word ^ two to ofiier ibr the use tof ear weakae 
Btdhi>(fi^ : and we ^desire ever tio deal verycaiitiottalyy watli 'theLktia 
Oii««^4»tlt Lord'a fainaiily ; kuoMring tbai^amdaft the viEtfiain>contba4 
UtoM ki the pt^fessing Siforkl, they aaost oAbn >ha«e. Aicir pBaietoidia-t 
trMyed said 'dbeir aonls grieved. And probably loft irto a riypt fat par^ ithe jit 
«KH« frequently troubled, thaa that whicb tfail HeitiitfiA firii—t W 
God next expatia43es'o«i,««~inecftwffg> &rfvv|i«iik 

^ fbr from their beinf diBooitratged, .in Ihali the :aetiiB|a oC iUth 
are det<5Ht»e<) of little worth, in compariaoti Withf 1iieH>bje0txif ifailh{ 
left 'them taVber rejoice that they have enoof^ht of ih^ pniciple» *• 
feiililse^ 4the preciommieaa of Ohriati who iaahebrisaivatiou, tAadlw 
it their ambition, perpeMiAly to aapiva. after the tattaianent of Ihto 
knowledge of ivhat He is.; and as tbey growtbereii^ initbe.8ama|Mx»- 
pottidn must and wilUheir grateaadvanoe*ad beatveaffthlBmedyiiotSI 
they ttitfVe^ft ttie folnefts of ^uiideirataodiBg in ithe kuDwfed^.^f ijg^Kot* 
^t 4ri Witi. A<etk)^djt)g fa ithe desonflioa akreaiAy ^iveii by this 
WHl^, 'nX <h^ '^pilrMu^ fucMlti^,.w^ may porava* astts pnB^table 
meditations. ..> . >•« 

Is it ** all eye to behold him V It is the object beheld, that is of 
paramount importance, not the medium through which it is seen. 
Is it '** iSl -ifclr to bear hmi" ISiarely fbe «^JQet Ae»f< abould taip^ 
pttoHtyofvthavmeans by w(hf(di j^a hear« liaih it V a moiiih'to i^ifak 
for hkli.r .Ab6 alMil not 'the aubjeot to be spoken i^ have the pre- 
cedence of the organ of 'ttttera«Qe>? -Halb it *' hands to haqdleihiff V 
And shall the glorious Substanoe in posse^sioB, be of leas moment 
than the instrument by whicb be is held ? Hath it *** Feet to ^b to 
him?'! And fhall the mode. of conveyance \)e regarded* wbeta we have 
such a Prize in view ? . 

lih^ Juniors in the Lord's bouse need not to be, so constantly 
alarmed concerning tlieir knowledge of interest in Christ ; if so be 
their desires are going out after, and (heir hope is fixed on. Him 
whom their soals loye^ U i^s gooH thai a man should both hgpt and 
qm€iily,,u^aitfjor the.snhationoffhe Lord. 

Xlie,^Pf>«&e,i? directed, in his 'Epistle to the Hebrews', to otfet; 
sov^ 9(mi^\ l^^sons^o'f instruction and eucouragenfieiU tor |i is weaker 
b^^lW^ • -sjwong which, in the'UnCh cf^apter, are thes6 : "'C^sl/not 
•iWy tliew^re your confidence,' which 'hath great retompence' of 
rf^fTfiird, FiJtr.ye Have peed of paiience, 'that alter yeTia,Ve done the 
wjiU ojF .Go4 .ye.inight.reiieive the promise. Tor Vet a little whil^J 
aij4'l^ ^*MH*M. come wHfl- come, anrt will Aot tarry!''' 

but we are obliged to drop tlie subject, and lay a^tdethe vdlum^i 
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A ehargi deKvtredioihe Ctermftfike pioergescfbownMiJCoBkbf, 
Mt the primary vUHaiion at Usbum^ Wednesday July "JAlh^ 1B24. 
By Richard Mant, D. D, M^ R. LA. Bishop of Down and Connor. 

After eBJoyiag the rich treat afforded. by cofming aver but a small 
portiOQ.of the preceding work, we are, by the well intended offieious' 
nees of a frieDa» drawn into an unwilling notice of the.abo^e« . The 
learned Writer of the 'f charge/.' when placed in contrast with that 
deapiaed Servant of Christ, appears to a disadvantage ! Allowing the 
utmost (which we are bound <to do) .for superior erudition, exalted 
station, and . the nature of the undertaking, we are compelled to 
assert, that amore inefficient attempt could not possibly be medita-' 
ted» or^carried into executioa. . That the display of human ingenuity 
is brilliant, and the service* in which it is employed is excellent* must 
be indisputable : but that no other than a system of morality should 
be inculcated and enforced, when a ChrLitipin Bishop stands before 
his Brethren to deliver his primary Charge, is a crying evil. < 
.' Uow awfblly true,^ in such an instance as this, is^Uie Prophecy 
Isaiah xxiv. ** And it shall be, as with the people, so with the priest » 
at with the servant, so with his master, — the< earth mouraeth, the 
world laoguishetb, because they have traasgressed the laws, changed 
the ordinance, hrohm the tveriasting Covemami.** 

But there are burning and shining lights, still, in our Established 
Church, whose warmth and brilliancy are the means of widely exten- 
ding comfort to the Lord's spiritual Church ; and whose influeacea 
will doubtless, continue to cheer the Sons of Zion, till one stone shall 
not stand on another of the earthly Temple, — till they reach the l^ew 
Jerusalem. 



The freienee of God in Death, A Sermon preached uUhe old Gravel 
Pit Meeting Houh, Hackney i April 11th, 1824. onoceationofihe 
much lamented deceate of a late Student at Momerton, By J. P. Smithy 
D. D. Theological Tutor in that Institution. 

In this Sermon and in the Diary, Letters, &c. we are presented with 
powerful proof of the lamentable effects of a yonth, appareiitly in 
possession of the grace of God, beidg enthralled by the principles 
and instruction of a "Theological Tutor." 

Dr. Smithes literary qualifications we are constrained to admire ; 
but, taking the Sermon as a specimen, his theological attainments are 
such, that we wonder not at the superficial knowledge, of the joung 
Student, in divine things. Darkness in the mind, deadness in the 
affections, and contracted ness in knowledge, are always the com« 
paaions of those who submit to the tuition of Men, who are ever 
teaching, "And never able to come to the knowledge of the Truth.** 

We have no exclusive standard of our own to recommend ;, but we 
would simply appeal to the conduct of our Lord and his Apostles^ and 
call upon the Tutor of Homerton Academy to prove, either that his 
"Sermon'^ or his "Letter^ were dictated by him with a single eye to 
the Lord's glory, or ia accordance with the instruction to be derived 
theace. 
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CHRIST 

P9EeiOU0 TO THE BELI^VmO SOUI#i 



As the we^k brood when binds 4>fprcgr ar^ nesr, 

Fftee to the Parent's wing for safety there ^. 

As the griev'd infant to the mother dings, 

And round her neck its arms for comfort flings ; 

As the lone traveller, }n iitorm or gloom, 

Betakes him to thye hospUttide dome;— 

3o i^roald i^y M>vl, Pear Jesus, fly to Hiee, 

ilie sure retreat for helpless misery. 

In Thee to find defence from all my foes. 

In Th^ to find a b^lm for all my ivoes, 

^n thee to find a calm vrhile tempest* blow ; 

And light to guide me all the deaert thr/oagh. 

And wilt tUpn not thy feeble child secure? 

Yes, gracioQs Lord, tiiy promises are sure, 

Thou never wilt to oi^e of broken heart, 

l¥ho comps to Thee, pronounce die wprd, ** depart.** 

Then let the storm with tenfold rajg^e drive on, 

I'm safe in jChrist, Jehovah's equal Son ; 

Let foes assail me, and let sorrow^ come^ 

My Sayior's bosom is my peaceful home : 

And here secnr'd, I would with' joy proclaim, 

The wonderfwrap'd in my Immanuel's l^ame* 

Hut tke vast subject does my soul astound, 

An Ocean boundless, and a Deep profound ; 

A treasure man will never folly see^ 

Neither ia time, nor to eteraity. ' • • » 

^ ho can explore that wondrons plan, wldah gave 

The eternal Son his f^en Churelrto'save? 

Yet lyhen tlie heav'niy Teacher sheds his rays, 

Man learns enough to fill his soul with praise. 

This moment, though I'n^ in a vale of tears, 

A thought of Jesus banishes my lears ; , 

fn H;n^, God-man, by faith V'itii joy I see, 

A Mediator with my Qod for me. 

I know, ere time began^ Jehovah laid 

My sins oo Him, my Righteous Surety's bead; 

The law^ which might for ev'ry thou^t condemn, 

Vpr me I know, ivas all fulfil] d by il(m ; 

Ktcmal justice sets my soul at large, " 

My Surety's sufiTrings are my full discharge; 

My crimson. staias ^are from the sight of God, 

For ever wash'd by Hb atoning mood. 

I'm now ajtay'd inJesns'robe complete. 

For time defended, and for glory meet ; 

My needy soul no famine e'er shall dread. 

For Christ, my Surety, is my. living bread; 

Nor can I faint, from Christ the fonntaip flow. 

Sweet streamy of comfort all the desert througih. 

From wintry teippests, and from suminer's heat, ^ 

This rock ^f ages is my blest retr.eat. 

If furious foes beset with all their might; 

Salvdtion's Captain puts them soon to flfght ; 

When poiidroiis weights my weary shoulders load, 

INry sttongth to bear them is in Christ my Ood; 
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If earthly channon my a^tnltfii call, 

My Savior's beauty, tSott ecnpses all ? 

A9d tke av«et odor ^' ^<» r-f ^m Name, 

Allure my heart, my vihole affections claim ; 

Whoe'er forsake me, still in Christ 1 fied, 

^ Mend tbttf s fkitkiiil, powetfiii*, jbak^ aad UaA. 

Riimsgate* O. 



CHRIST 

TH13 GliORIOUS HEAP QF mS PEOPLE. 
lu Christ Ckxl't people are secure, 
Their streagili H« ever iiviE cadttre. 

By Mim, tikey Dvilt be led ; 
He who tiMlr ¥«M>le lalvitUn U, 
Their sdf^y* ihield, tad hidira pfaice, 

in ChriM^ cheer sUrloos Hiad. 

Before aitl time did tmdertake 
Not* did hU purpose Vre forsake 

TPe suffer ii^ their ste^; 
He is a frieqd in all their need, 
Aad BOW for them doth intercede. 

As Christy their glorious Head. 

. . H« Iwtli the IhVl »tMiieme»i nmi^t 
Ami OB Him fUl thw* nins wer^ laiA, 

Thioa thegr are all bow free<l ; 
O, w^ a glori<M» rest i^ here 
For ail who d» by faiUi drew near 

Ta Chruit,^ lb«ir glet iem Heed. 
He dbtb te them ^elr troubles bless, 
Whilst walking thro^ this wilderaess : 

And doth with livhig bread, 
Venrhh hk own dear members here, 
Vtttll In glefy they appear. 

With Christ their gl^iotts Head. 

He j^yiiig'suffer'd £»r their siiv 
And all united until Him, 

6)oriou« they yrill be i^ade : 
Shell sopB be taki^n yp ebQv^, 
To ptaise the glor|e4 ^his lovej 

W ^ is their gloEtQue ^lee^ 
He Witt the att of he»re» be, 
Ib.Hwi theyV fuH per^eotien see^ 

B7<Hin^ th«r will be fed^ 
And Hei to aH ettuaity, 
A adrer imiiing sootce shall be» 

As Chrift their giorloas Headl 

la fufl satiety shall see, 
' ' A blei^sed heav'tt in Him to be : 
1*0 Uving waters led, 
'fhfff to Him ceaseless songs shall Vaise, 
And with delight and wonder gaze, 
On Christ their glorious Head. 
Und9n, J. R. 



- • - ' * 
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Spiritual Jflaga^ine ; 

OR " '" V ' 

SAINT'S TREASUB^t/ 

There are Three that bear record in heaven^ tk^l^xTVLim^ 
the Word, and the Holy Ghost, John v. 7. 

Contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the; 
winfSf Jude 3. 



' I ■' I, I* ■ ' I' I" I I I I II n i l iwi i iiirihiinijmiii a - - 
CHRIST'S COMMisSION, 

The Sphit of the Loird is upon me^ 8fc, Isaiah ixl. 1, 2. 

Of all the OKI Testament writers, the Prophet Isaialh is universaHy 
allowed to excel in the beauties pf imagery, the clearness of his pre- 
dictions, and more especially in the touching pathos whereby, in the 
language of inspiration, he describe9 the intense sufferings of that 
peculiar Person, whom he delin^ted; as a nian of sorrows, and ac- 
quainted with grief. Had not our blessed Lord himself in the fiilnesd 
of time, and who spake as never nian spake, applied the words above 
cited to himself, we should doubtless Have coutined them entirely to 
Isaiah, who prophesied iu such eloquent strains of him, as ** woun- 
ded for our transgressions and bruised for our iniquities/' 

In these deliglufui words we behold very clearly described, the 
nature and extent of our Lord's commission. And here let it be ob« 
served, Jesus was ** ^nt** by the Lord himself, to preacb the gospel 
to.tl^ep9pr; to this end he was baptized,' not merely with water« 
but )yith the Holy Ghost, Luke iii. 22. Nor did he exercise his office 
as a public teacher, until thus qualified for his calling, by a visible 
display of the Spirit of God, and of glory which rested upon him. 

He was anointed " To preach goad tidings unto the meek.'* And 
good tidings indeed, yea the most grateful that thought can conceive, 
is the news of free and everlasting salvation from sin, to ithe poor in 
spirit; as our Lord explains the 18th verse of the ivth chapter of Luke ; 
to such as have under the divine efficacy felt the evil of sin existing in 
ten thousand hateful forms in their own bosoms, and^Dverwhelmed in 
godly sorrow loathe themselves, and repent as it were in dust and 
ashes. Or, to sueak in the second characteristic we have of them, 
as brqken hearted; therefore enaVle^ to believe the divine testimony^ 
a nd see with the eye of faith hoW awfully they have violated the holy 
I aw, affronted the justice of Almighty God, find thereby rendered ne- 
cessary the perfeict obedience in life and atoning sacrifice fii death of 
Vol.. I.— No. 7. C C 
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the Lord Jesus Christ. Thus.arieih^y led to the cross, and ta look 
upon him whooi their sins have pierced, and mourii ; the eye of faith 
iveep^thrjp€ttile«#isil^ tears of genuine temniaiit^ wRiU S\ms gra- 
ciQUsljModT(s off, iv^aftrngi.lo beat titeir bi^Ren betfrfs, bj testtfybg of . 
his love, and all-sufficient salvatio;). 

Thirdly, they are represented 'as piisoners, captives, sitting as 
ikvid express^ jH^ \^ ^bCkfttfs^ tfWl tivcf 8hatfl<m of death, being 
bound ip affliction and woe; shut up under the curse' of a broken 
law, feeing Ae wrath of Gorf rev^eaferf hi their consciences, and 
trembling iit Jt^a appreheasioit of deserved judgment i are drawn hf. 
Chfisfs itimigtity love, ^6 cry uii to him in their trbubte, and he isw^e^ 
them ou^ of'the^r dbtreeies. He heftfs the groaning df the prM€Mler» 
^nd b^ looking tha bands of them who are appointed to death, r«- 
pri^riishfes Ch^ sit)lrfot^fol ifo'ul; This liidre Or less is tlie general etpre- 
rience of the subjects of the Spirit*s teaching ; the ai^ul iiatwpi of 
sin is sceH|^ feltj^ a4Ml bewailed f the fountain of the great depth of 
corruption within is broken up; and the floods of divine wrath are 
poured out into. jAa S0tiU Thus/it is^ the people of Qrod pass under 
the rod, and are brought into the bond of the covenant, Ezek. xx. 37. 
Under ibis aw^eaiag of the sotfl, jthey breathe oat prayer, and the 
tiord whose couipassioos fail not, in his Own appointed time and way 
ilanifests himself further, as the Lord God merciful and gracioust 
Iddg-^offering, and abundant in goodness and truth, pardoning the' 
(iliauity of his people through the vicarious sacrifice of Christ. Thus 
i&ivx U ^vei), tlie atonement received, the blood of sprinkling appliedj^ 
and h^ this blood of the covenant, prisoners are sent out of the prir 
don hdude; thu&glofiouslyis the ptty taken from the destroyer, the 
tkvvfdl c&ptives delivered, and Jesiis hailed with gratitude and detight^' 
its the tttlghiy lledeemef. The day of vengeance is come, and the 
SaVloi* proclaims to the hearts of his people, the acceptable year of 
the Lord ; that iar, the spiritual Jubilee, revealing, to their inmost 
Sobld,. the allsurticient reconciliation obtained by his blood aind 
right^oUstiess ; and in consequence of divine appointment thereto,^ 
frbm eternity, tite LoVd Jehovah raised the triumphant Savior from 
the tOmb. Yes> {he ratt^om was infinitely acceptable to the t*ather« 
ahd the ptecious. effects of that grand sacrifice are glorious in the 
^*yei$, a^d ^C4^eptable to Che hearts of atl who are quickened from the 
de^th of tfesp£Lsses and sins. God the Son reveals to his prisoners 
of hope, d:nbiher souVreviviiif]; tf uth, viz. his eternal covenant engage^ 
hietits with God the Father to I'eileem them before the world beg^n | 
til virtne 6f which engagement, he now says to the prisoners, *< Go 
forth,'* and to them that sit in darkness, " shew yourselves !** These 
Ihirigs being brought home effectually by the Spirit, the poor disr 
tressed soul efherge^ frOm worse than Egyptian darknes)3 Into the 
]^i6rious libefty of the children of God ; they can now lift iip theiif 
'heads with joy, and, say, •* Sing O heavens, and be. joyfuf O earthy 
iot the hotd hslih comforted his people, and will have mercy upon 
his ^liiictefd f ' this then if the nature of .Imtiianuefs preaching atid 
Work^ ^and gtof iously precious it is. 
. Vft how p^i^ on 16 notice its extent ; and here let oiur adhilratidn 
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Im excited to find diat it is not ooly a few, {loor; distrcf ted, mduniialjr 
«oul8, but an exceediQg great Dumber, which in comiec^uence o^'tl^e 
before mentioned covenant engagements, are made objects of hi^ 
q>eo1al favor: yea« to comfort ^/.that mourn inZion-, was ins de- 
lightful work osf mercy upon earth ; and now liiat he is asosMled te 
.tlve heavenly world, is still «by the ministraition ,of tlie Spirit, fini- 
.clainiing unto ibe ends of the world* to the daugbterof Zion, >bdbcid 
•t^y salvation come th ! Our dear Lord*s own assertion was, ** I oaiae 
9ot to call the righteous, but siitaers to re^ieotsiiQe/' And sinteii, 
Awakened sinners, convinced sinners, are the only charaeteiS'tbatisitl 
/ollow after divine consolations ; to such as have seen the. exccediiig 
•infnlness of sin, the atoning blood of Christ will be predons. Those 
fvhose consciences are d^ply wounded, whose oppieliness as tvmtd 
s^to corruption, and who have seen an .end of all perfe\Btioii, wili«ie|; 
vedress in the only way pointed oiut by the unerring fingerof pcDvir 
idence. Sucii, and only such, will iind rest for tbeiir weary aed M^irjr 
laden aoals, in the i;)eansing bloody and all-sufficient rigbteoasnei^ 
so suitably provided by infinite wisdjC^n' to supply their siraiito. 

Are any disposed lo think the above .ate assertions withootipnKi^ 
ha n«e convince them the contrary ; let the appeal betnadetto sanp«> 
tiipe»)aod we shall* see, .i(rh.at yrete the ^feslings of the most emhieKt 
saints, previous to ,d^vfiie illupbaiAon^ fjti fcb, let Pan! apeak, dot 
#is revest to those conspicuous waymariw, ftad ise -sbadl 4and|hap 
pharasaiciyi 4o the highest deigrta; let't^ tAuestio^ be :{iM|x>sed^ii» 
evei^ individual subject of l^e ^disthiguishmg igraee^f 'God'in ^th/l 

8 resent day^ and tbey m^ft ajekaoyvjledgi^, that p^vioiis jtoMpencsa>' 
on, the pride of tlheir hearts was manifest, by 'tegifthin^ ifiem io 
iMHist of their owrn worjks apd Worthiness, wbi^h ^4K)tiui%;hj(dfii«l 
Ibeir ey^ the righteousness of God, a^d the beautiag of their S askWy 
Nay,, let us.look into the wori[d» and consider why; it is, thft ^emodk 
^maaing i«staji^ce of the wisdom, power, aipdiovje of Oodantthe/gift 
of his Son, ^shoiild ,^e so despised^ ridaculed,' and set .art noagbt ihgr 
«nen of all ranics, ages, find abilities, as is evidently the'Case; andat 
ooec lit appears, tlmt beii^ wise ^^ their own %yeis> and ipnpdenitii^ 
tkair 4>wn •sights <t^e -wis^o^of^Qod is . foolishness ; Jrimdj^i md^ 
pride, j^y the god of t^e world,Hhey go about to establish idieir owii 
vighteuiBsness'i they aeenot (he necessity of sabmitting to. the righte- 
.€Mitsnes»oir Christ ;* ore thereby subjects of gro^ deluMon, ^apd ;tbas 
Jive, «i|d itie /aader the diirine displeasMxe. . Yet blanks 3bes to Ood^ 
the AedtemcF shall see of the travail of his soilJ i tUs^Prtnce^of iafi^ 
iitte'coit^assions wiU *^<lraw allmen tintohiin/* and shall then see^hia 
4ieedi which from the jaws of 4Aestnict^^ ^y^^ als it were, from^bt 
jiowelsof hell he hath delivered theni, ;fiiid besiUisfiedJ iumI tbus^i 
the testimony verified, behoM' '«' I aofi llb,e cbildTen isham>lhe rLq^rd 
h^Ui; given me, are for signs' and Sof wondersiii Israd.?dsaiahiiaii. 
,9mil 'their nnmber great, and altogethep adef uate for the amaaing ant 
^erthking. Jn this, we rejoice, and Olet not thi» prapaghtors 6f ji| 
iaisfakea system of Christianity accuse us of narrow, sf^lSSx viewaait 
jlihis'snlsject ; on the conti^aryi we rejoioe4o tseaihe ana: of tkaiiSVii 
fftv^td, and'wonadqd sjnners :fittsa«t«d^(iO thecrq^s a»jyie.h6alhp|| 
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balm for all their woes. That the Lord wiU work aiid accoinfiltsb the 
good pleasure of his will, we are assured from scripture, and lo.pfo^t 
This, united prayers continually ascend from the footstool pf th«! 
throiie: all who believe shall be saved, and whether one or a^thou- 
'sai|d millions be partakers of eternal life, is not the matter in agtta- 
iion ? my design is, to point out the manner in which this great work 
is effected ; and we affirm agreeably to the general tenor of scripture, 
that it is all of grace, distinguishing, free, and sovereign, in its con- 
.trivancey accomplishment, and application. Ephes. ^xii. Therefore 
beholding as we do, that it runs through tlie whole volume of inspirar 
tion, and strengthened by the daily evidence of every new born soul, 
whose experience is the echo of this doctrine, that by grace we are 
saved ; upon this pillar and ground of truth we inland with unshaken 
.confidence. And let it not be imagined that we are more strenuous 
to support this fundamental truth, than is prudent or .necessary ; it 
18 impossible; the honor of our God is concerned, and i%e are jealous 
for the Lord of Hosts ! Whatever notions some may have of their 
own strength, works, and worthiness, by reason of their pride and 
Ignorance, others there are, who, henceforth desire to know it no 
more, but acknowledge that from first to last, they are debtors to the 
electing love, ami mercy of God ; are therefore constrained to ^ex4 
icUiim with delightful rapture, !' Not unto us, bat unto thy name give 
glory.** With' the most pletising sensations of gratitude and astonish- 
ment, we trace the blessings vouchsafed us, to the everlasting lovecrf* 
the glorious Trinity as their grand spring ; »nd with the name lively 
cmotiomr,' we contemplate them,, as secured to the whole Church 
in an everlasting cpVenant, oi:dei^ in all. things and' sure* Yes, 
the rausomed of the Lord shall return, and come to 2iop-with 
Bobgs, and everlasting joy upon their heads. The Lord Jesus is still 
fttlniliog the assurance, recorded bv the- Prophet Esekiel, xx«iv. that 
he WQUId: search his ;sheep apd seek«them out. He knows them by 
name, and will bring them to hi^ fold. John x. 16. To them, hiy 
life-giviug commission extends, ^nd to add to the number is to pre- 
tend to more charity than our Lord himself possesses : but siich is 
the vanity which prevails in the present day, and which at once ex* 
faibits pride, ignorance, and hypocrisy. 

• Thus we \^9ive seen that our Lord's coromisfion is in i^ nature 
most gracious and merciful, sfid in its extent, great,. fixe^l, and cer-^ 
tain. Instead therefore, of lamenting tha^ this amaxipg mercy is not 
extended to' all the fallen children of Adam ; let ns rather wonder 
and adore that it is afforded to any,— to us. It is this feeling* view of 
it, that will create in us a ^nse of our obligptiofis, and incite us to 
live to the glory of our God. Jt it this, that will fill our souls, and 
exp&nd our wings, causii>g u^ towalk cheerfully tlie way.of his com- 
mandments ; this will make every labor sweet, and every toil a plefrr 
aure$ this will enable us to endjure, i:eiheml>ering what he endured 
for us. A sense of this, will sppportus under every trials and enlhren 
the dark valley >of the shadow of death ; and when at length made par- 
takers withitlie saints in light and glory, this will tune our harps to 
ffae most glowing and ardent stvfliins of lofty praise in thi^t eternal 
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world, where we shall see him face to face* and kiiow allBO, even as 
we are known. ... . , . , . 

O then let those who feel the precious fffecU of this pedrliar 
anointing, stir up the fire of .divine love in their hearts ; •• Litt up the 
hands which ar^ ready to hang down, and conjirm the feeble knees f' 
>ts, lift up your heads ye everlaikting doors, and entertain this 
)ieavenly guest, ^ho deigns to dwell beneath your humble roof. ' He 
IS no longer the babe of Bethlehem, the despised Galilean, who for 
your sakes bore the most ignominious reproaches ; -but the Ancient 
of days, and the only one, in heaven or on earth, found worthy to 
open the pages of eternal decreed, and loose the seals of his appoint- 
ed ministry. For this purpose was he manifested, and this end he 
obtained ; and havinfi^ all things put under bis feet, he sits enthroned 
on high, robed in light a.nd glory inefiable, and in the midst of his j«- 
xlecmed followers, whom' b^ his own blood, he hath made kings and 
priests, for ever shedding his benificent rays of never failing blisb 
around. O with what satisfaction is he witnessing the produce of his 
hnmiliatton; the blessed effects of his incarnation. ' Still administer- 
ing to his flock,, and. with his .ow» soft hand wiping away their tears, 
that sorrow.be no longer known. Oh then, ye highly favored objects 
of Jehovah's condescension, unfold your hearts to receive this Kinr 
of Glory. You have no longer to ask, " who is this King of Gloi*y r* 
^r they shall ail know him, when their iniquities are forgiven, and 
their sins remembered no more. 

Contemple^te this beatific vision, suffer not your noblest facntttes 
-to-be ever grovelling below ; but with the eye of faith ascend the 
mountain ot God, having on the robe of righteousness, and thjb gar- 
'ment of praise, converse with him, and make it evident, ye are trees 
of righteousness, the planting of the Lord. Oh testify your love to 
groiir. Redeemer, by yoiir steady adherence to his cause ; shew the 
world how much you love and rejoice in him, by your devotedncss t6 
his interests; that God may be glorified in time, and at the final 
close, when he shall come to be admired in all them that believe^ the 
blessed sentence may be pronounced in your ears. " Enter thou into 
^ithe mansions prepared for you,, from the foundation of the world." 

From a survey of the preceding pages, we may observe the har- 
inony of the divine attributes, in the stupendous work of redemption, 
and behold the severity as well as the goodness of Almighty God 
combine, in oirdeir to satisfy his Justice.' And here we see mat scrip* 
lure illustrated, " JudgmenV&ud mercy have met together, righteous- 
ness and peace have embraced each other.'' May the whole* family 
of' heaven concur iii prbmotinlg this one grand design of his under- 
itakifig, '*,As Plive, saith ibe'Lord, thou shalt surely clothe thee with 
them all, as , with ah bhfament." Isaiah xlix. 18. To him be honor, 
glory, and ptaise, for ever :-^ 

< '* But Oh ! etcQiity's too short, 
, To uitef all bis praise.'^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



19B THE triRlTVAL MAGAZINE; 

THE ELECT DiEtAWN TG CHRIST, 

. As his redeemedj by the energy and irifiuence ^ the 

Hohf Spirit. 

BY SAMUEL EYLES PIERCE: 

'S^erefott ikey shall come and sin^ in the height. of Zion, and shall 

jto%D together to the goodness of the Lord, for wheat, and for wine, 

and for oil, and for the young of the flock, and of the herd : and 

' their soul shall be as a watered garden, anid th^y shftUnot sorrow 

any more at all. 

(Continued from page IM.) 

In opening theee words, I will endeavour to set fordi what is con- 
laiped in them« in the following particulars : — 

1. The blessed effects produced in the minds of the regenerate, 
^ity the Holy Ghost, when he is pleased to brinff them to the know- 
ledge of Christ. Then, and thereCdre^ thejr^hafiroome and sing to- 
gether to the goodness of the Lord* 

2» The goodness of the Lord» in the ni^ni£estatioiis of it to tl^ 
minds of the regenerate, and the enjoyments they are favored with, 
'is thus expressed, by "wheat, wine, and' oil/' which are figurative 
expressions, to set forth the real good which «aiats are. partakens 
of. When brought home* to God. '' For wheat, and for wine, «nd for 
oi^ and for the voung of the flock, and of the herd/' 

d» The Lord's promise unto them, '/ And their soul shall ^ ^% 
watered garden : and they shall ^not sorrow any more at all/' 

I, am in^ the first to speak .of the blessed e0ects produced ip 
the minds of the regenerate, l^y Ike Holy Ghost, when he is pleasied 
to bring them to the knowledge of Christ. I ahair^im in goii^ 
ihrongh these subjects, to be as aimple and easv as possible. 

I^he Holy Ghost is the Lord and jgiver of all spiritual light wi 
life. It is his sole preri>gative to bring sinners < who belong to Uie 
election of grace, ,out of darkness into his • marvellous light. A# 
Christ died for the elect, and )iis death is the salvation of the eleef^ 
«o the Hdy Ghost works effectually upon all the electa And hath, 
doth, and will produce in each» and every one of tiiem, a pew, ^irit- 
4ial, heavetily, and divine birth. Our Lc^ bath declared in a %qs^ 
flplema manner, the necessity of r^nerfltioo, paying* " VeriJlji;^ 
^eriiy, I sa^y unto thee, except a man be born ^ain, he cannot ae^ 
ihe Uiigdwm of God." HTbis is the first blessiiig.next to eletlion, A# 
l^yitwe are endued with a iS^piritual capacity* whereby we pan ap- 
fNrehend* and take in the' knowledge* of <God» and • Christ. into wff 
f^iinds. Our salvation is compleatlv^finished by Christ. We^re.jpe^ 
tiewed in our minds by the Holy Ghost, that we onay have .and le- 
ceive a spiritual knowledge of it into our hearts, by the teachings of 
<he Holy Ghost. Kor can we receive the least knowledge of Christ, 
and the Father*s love into otir« minds spiritodiy, until we ace boriji 
-c^ain, and made new creatures in Christ Jesus. It is altogether of 
sovereign ^gra^se^ that th^ ^ord tJtie S^ji^ 0)>€(nsi|hi»^;^«t4)(|tlie*^d^ 
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8d as in (lis light, vf€ Met ttie evil af sin : the exeeedin|^ guiii^ &bd 
and filth cdntaiued m it : — the holiness and perfection of Ood^ most 
I righteous latv : — the need of Christ's salvation :— the suitability of 

Christ to us :— and the' perfect work he hath wrought out for na. 
We are hereby kd by the same Holy Spirit to receive Christ by Mtk^ 
in the ivt>rd, into our minds, as our Savior, and to believe on him for 
life erertastlng. My beU>^d, 1 would wish you to understand mm, 
I flfttd tf> ^eftk as clearly as I possibly can. Some present^ whose case 

r I would aim to speak out, and state, are in my view, in some measure 

a*waketied. Yel yon are altogether at present, keeping your minds 
c On what yon hear others say of themselves, and wishing you were like 

unto them; Yon are continually dwelling on regeneration ; saying, 
\t 1 am not regenerated, I cannot be saved; which is more than 
Christ himself doth. He does say, ^* except a man be born again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of God^*' which contains this as an im- 
mutable truth; that without regeneration we cannot see, enjoy, or 
^ have any communion with the Lord. But salvation, which connistn 

^ in taking away of sin, the bringing in an everlasting righteousness, 

^ the aboKshing of death, the treading upon the head of the old ser- 

peiH:, called the devil, and triumphing over principalities and powers, 
is already completed in the . Person, and ^ork, of the Lord Jesna 
^' Christ. And the Lord the Spirit is pleased to create spiritual facnl- 

^ ties in your minds, that yon may have blessed, gospel, inward, spirit* 

'" iial knowledge of all this. And hereby you are led off yourselves, to- 

'^ centre in Christ. Your own eatperience is this. You see and feel 

your sinfulness. You perceive you are very dark and ignorant. You 
^' do not know what to think concerning your case. You are full of 

discouragements. You look within you. You want to feel sone- 
^' thing. To enjoy something. To experience something in your own 

^ minds, that you may know you are the Lord's. My Friends, is it not 

f* so ? Well, my Beloved, whilst there is abundance of darkness and 

legality in all this, yet I would declare unto you, what the Lord the 
1^' Spirit's work is. His first work is regeneration. In which act he 

^ comnninicates life eternal to the mind. This is done instantaneously. 

We know nothing of lU Yet this being produced m the soul, the 
effects are^ a spiritual conviction of sin ; — a real sight <^ our lost 
•' litate ; — a total renunciation of all hope in ourselves ; — a despair of 

^ all help and sucCor, but in the Lord alone. Then the Lord the 

Spirit b pleased to preach Christ to the mind. And he lifts up the 
> mind by some spiritual apprehensions of the Lord Jesus, and his 

»' precious salvation. And the first apprehensions the Holy Ghost 

conveys to the mind, of Christ, is that of a Savior. A free Savior. An 
i> Almighty Savior. An all-nufiicient Savior, who b most exactly suited 

» to alithe sin and misery » the convinced sinner is the subject of. I 

I' have some of you before me, particularly in my eye. And if the Lord 

^ill }^e pleased to give me the desire of my heart, I would so speak, 
as, the Lord the Spirit working with it, and by it, might lead yod to 
^ close with Jesus, who is a present Savior, and his salvation a present 

p ^ne. Beloted, you are what you are. And all you are in your Mien 

r nature, 4s 3ni, miMry, wants, and death. . It is a git^t part of the 
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BbLy JSpit;itti«work 46 convince you oftlto truth of ,tlfis» To niftke.. 
^u to^iubmit, |o confess the, truth of it, - J^nd ^o give ym to ktio%v.| 
fhis.vwtU be always Uie case so Ipqg asi you remain in this present 
time state. >The Lord the Spirit also teaches, you, that Qhrist is 
most exactly suited to all your sinfuhiess, guilt, darkness, misery, and 
whatsoever you are. And he giving you. thus to apprehend Christ,, 
ypu see him so exactly suited to you« ^syou immediately drop all. 
thottghu of yonrseU^ and close wi|h him. . Thus you are brought to 
the true and saving knowledge af Christ. ..: 

My beloved, I hope I have spoken so clearly and plainly to you, 
on this subject, as to give you clear perf:eptions of the saipe. Wtiea^ 
you see enough in the Person and salvation o( the h9ly,and imma<^u- 
late Lamb of God, to see you are save4 Qow and evern^ojre, from all 
sin and guilt before the Lord, upop th<j^ footing of the one perfect 
righteousness and sacrifice pf the Lord Jesus Christ; then, you ceu-, 
ter and rest your all in Christ. On /which these blessed effects, 
follow ; '* Therefore they shall come afi^} 9iug together, to, the good- 
ness of the Lonl.'* All the communicated goodness.of the Lord» is 
treasured up in Christ. All the love, mercy, ,salvaUQD« and blessings, 
of the eternal Three» are all set before U9.in Chri9t. The gospel is 
the revelation of the love of the Father; the solvation of the Son, and. 
the testimony of the. Holy Ghost coai^erning, the truth of it.. The 
least good thought of Jesus Christ, for^ied in your hearts by ihe^ 
Holy Ghost, is life everlasting. By it the^ tioly Ghost works won-^ 
ders in the mind. He draws your he^irts to Christ, by giving you, 
good thoughts of Christ. Under. views of free, firll, coqpleat, and. 
eternal redemption by Christ, you come apd ^ing in the height of 
Zio»,.and sing together to the goodness^ of the Lord. By Ziou, we, 
may understand the visible Church of Christ. By coming. ty it, oMLy. 
be understood, bow popr souls having fpunU.redemptipu through the 
blood of the Lamb« are desirous to come .and dechire in jZion, the! 
work of the Lord pur God. By comiogand singing in the height of 
Zion, may be expressive of the joy aud consoljation with which souls 
are filled, when they have fotind Christ, th^ pearl 9 f great price. By. 
flowing together to the goodness of the L^rd, m^y beexpr/essed,.how^ 
very deeply and suitably the minds of poor. sinners, when, brought to. 
believe on Jesus, are impressed, with a sense of the love of God ;. who 
so loved the world, tht^t he gave, his only .begotten Sojj,,that whoso- 
ever believeth on him, should not perish» but. have everlasting Itfe* 
All the gooduess of the Lord, contained in his mauifestative, pardon- 
ing acts of mercy, are set before them. > They are .put into an actual 
enjoyment, and have an inward spi/itual participation of them. 
Therefore, they cannot but sing in the ways of the Lord, of the great- 
ness, of his mercy and goodness unto them, which leads me to niy 
next head. . . 

2nd. To speak of the goodness of the Lord, in tl^e uianifestationa 
of it^ to the minds of the regenerate, and the enjoyments they are fa- 
vored withi which is thus expressed. Whiclv is thus set forth in the 
words before us I *' Therefore they shall come and sin ^ in the height 
of /Sipp, ^tid sh.^ll flow together ; to. the. g9pduess.of the Lord» toi: 
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«f)]e«t|, aad Sqv^ wine, and for oil,' and for tbe yoitne. of tbe flock nvii 
of the herd/* These are figuratire expressions. Betting forth.' andf 
ishewrag the real good saints are partakers of, when brought nigh t^ 
Ciod b^ the blood of Christ. 

It hath pleased the Lord in a figurative way, m variops paTts of his 
word t6 set forth spiritual and ditine realities, by outward good 
things* Thus here before us, by wheat, wine, and oil, whioh includes 
)dl temporal "good ; so as under these similitudes we shall view hoyr 
abundantly the Lord satiates the souls of his called people, on their 
^spiritual return to bim. The eyes of our understandings being eti- 

. likhteaed l>y the Holy Ghost, and he having taken of the things of 
phrist,and shewn the same unto us, it draws our hearts into holy fellow^ 
iship with the Father and the Son. By wheat, wine, and oil, a)i good 
things are included : so in Christ and his love and fulness, all goo^ 
things are'cdhtained. It pleased the Father that in Him should aH 
/illness dwelf: all the blessings of the divine favor, are set before us 
in Christ. And wbeu your minds are enlightened to know Christ, and 
to see and taste, the good contained in Him, then there is a: flowing 
i'o him, which is a spiritual coming unto him, to receive out of hi^ 
Tulness a spiritual communication of salvation, and all the blessings 
of the same to their minds* When beloved^ it is given you to come to 
Cbristi and believe on the riji^hteousness and blood of him, tiie glo;- 
rious Mediator, then they receive a blessed sense and enjoyment of 
their justification and pardon through the precious Jesus. Thi^ 
makes way for th^m to love the g^tes of Zioit : to love, to worshib 
jthe Lord in^the beauties of holiness, in the assemblies of his saints: 
^hey love to hear the joyful sound : to sit down at the tablis of tire 
l[iOrd : to feed and feast their minds in the coritemplatioiis of th^ 
Faiber^s everlasting love, apd the most precious righteousness, saerv- 
iice,' and fulness of Christ. They shall flow tosetherto the goodness 
of tli^ Lord, for wheat, and for wine, and for oil. Christ Is the bread 
of life: our life is in him : he is our life ; he dwells in us ; hence we 
are quickened by him ; and therefore live on 1iim: he feeds us : he 
strengthens, and maintains spiritual life in us: he is pur life : my 
friends, consider this ? All your life is in Jesus Christ; he fs as truly 
^our life as he is your righteousness* And being taught this truth 
froip the word and Spirit, you are hungering and thirsjting to be fed, 
and nourished upon the words of faijth and sound doctrine^ So Christ 
is flil9o the wine of the kingdom : hi^ love is the royal wine, v^hich i^ 
served up in rich abundance, and administered to all his friends, in 
the preachii)^ of hi^ unsearchable riches: and his holy Spirit is as oil 
with which he ;anoints them. Hence the Apostle says, weliave afi 
unction from the Hol^ One, and we know all things ; *' Therefor^, 
tKiey shall come and^ing i|i the height of ^ion, and shall flow togpeHier 
to the goodness of the Lord, for wheat, and for wine, and for oil, imd 

' for the young of the /lock, »jad of thp herd.*' Thie expreasiops of'th^ 
flock* i&nd of the herd, nuiy refer to those animals, ad oeing offered in 

.^sacrifice to the Lord. As these were typical of Christ, memorials of 
}iiiii,. pointing out the substitution of his Person in the room and stead 
pf hi^ people, and the trausfcr of their sius to his per^ion^ and bJiil 

•. vi)j:,. I.— ]No> 7. ; ' ". J) f) ■ -'.;':.- 
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fusiaining the fire of the Father*s wrath as. the offering which $ancti* 
peth for ever ; so by the phrases of flovring together to the goodness 
o^ the Lord, for wheat/ and for wine, and for oil, and for the young of 
the flpck» and of the berd.may be designed to. express how believing 
isouls are led by the Holy l^pirit» to feed and feast on Christ, as She 
yery true paschal Lamb of Qod, as having been sacrifieed for them. 
^y beloved, you^ whose cases I would very particularly aim at; the 
X.oird help yop to take into your minds, what is expressed of Christ 
concerning you. He is all love : he is all mercy : his compassions 
fail not: if the Lord the Spirit is pleased to make you acquainted 
with him, you will then have as good a right to look on him as yours, 
as ever any in our world had. You will then have as great right to 
imake use of him as your sin offering, as ever any yet had. And 
Ihaving spiritual appetites, it is the food for your souls, and you are, 
and you cannot be nourished, but by feeding on Christ crucified, and 
Christ exalted. You always find it best with you, when Christ is set 
forth as evidently crucified before your eyes ; as then there is in him^ 
JBUch a suitability to your sinful cases, as carries off your hearts fvom 
Vourselves, to ^ fixation on him. When you have a simple view of 
^l^ii^i, it is'then your minds are altogether swallowed up in him. It Is 
therefore always best with you when Christ is most freely preached* 
•IVhen the virtue of his blood in its virtue and iufipite value is most 
/expressly declared : when . his righteousness is most exalted : wIicd 
,the love of bis heart is most largely openied': when his bowels 
.of mercy are most freely declared : O beloved, it woiild do your souls 
jgood to think on Christ. Yea, it would do you good to receive these 
.Words, and carry them away with you, and put them in prftctice* 
They are not mine. No. But they are words pronounced by the late 
JVir. Romaine, at Blackfriar's Church* Who said, dont you go away 
to day from this Church and say, how shall I know my interest in 
Christ? but go away to day and live upon Christ just as though he 
.was your. Christ. This is the best way for you to know your interest 
in him^ It is blessed feeding to be feeding* oh Christ. Beloved you 
jshould not be looking at, on, or within yourselves. You should looli 
wholly on, to, and into the very heart and bowels of Christ. This will 
draw put your he£.rt towards him. The eye draws the heart. When 
.your eye is taking in views of Christ, your heart will be most divinely 
attracted and drawn after Christ : and this is the only religion in the 
world which can do us good. Hereby we shall have Christ in 'us; 
formed in us, dwelling in our hearts by faith ; He will be, under tru£, 
proper, and gospel views of hinr, our hope of glory. Which brings 
pie Thirdly, (Toh concluded in our neat.) 

A GOOD MAN is thb PROP AND STAY of his COUNTRY. 

It wi^ the Poefs vain and groundless conceit of ffeclor, that so 
Ipng as he lived, Trotf coiild not be destroyed, terming him the immo- 
veable and inexpugnable pillar of Troy. But well may it be said '6{ 
^faithful man, that he is a migkly stay and gtrength, a main defeniRr 
Bnd upholder of the place where jie liveth ; for whose ioke^ for whose 
yreltence and prayers, out of the Lord's abundant kindness to all hi^, 
«ven the wicked ipre often withifi the shadow oi Got $ protection f apd 
pjNuredt 
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My d^ar Brother', : ^ 

Your epistle for Mr. H > - y, I received, and foUnd it a very 
seasonable morsel, reminding me of past seasons of commiinton. Th^ 
feiavor of God's message, delivered from time to time t6 the tomfort 
and edification of my soul, and the'Oiiirch of Christ in this place, 
has not lost its power, thongh the Lord has f<^r wise jiurposes re* 
liioved you a great dif^tance from us. Yet his dear name b still 
precious; and, my brother, it is my earnest entreaty iit a. throne of 
grace, that you may be comforted ; and t^at your afBictions anq 
bonds may b^ rendered^ serviceable to the saints of God,, for whoni 
you must be spent.' It is your privilege to taste^ ai^d handle the 
good word of life ; and to know by the Witness of God the Bolv 
(ShQst, that where sin abounded, grace doth much more abound I aif^ 
^e have to boast of durable riches and righteousness in Jesus ; evefi 
while in this life we are poor and needy, and accounted the. offr 
scouring of all things unto this day. 1 find It difficult, my dear 
Brpther, to pierce the thick clouds which hang over my poor, tem{>es|- 
jto^sed sou), from day to day: and while anticipating the approach 
of Jesus over >he nvountains, and expecting him skipping over th^ 
hills ; it seems to be the wise purpose of my tender Father, that 1 
should pine with disappointment, — and all to make his visits more 
sweet and precious. My temporal difficulties seeii^ to be like waves 
of the cfea ; one comes to tell me there is- more at hand, and yet. 1 am 
/u|ly convinced the Lord has a wis^ purpote to aiiswer in leading ine 
through such deep waters^ and trying dispensatipns, not yet made 
pianifest. Well, the. jU>rd's will.be done, I know my. salvation is 
confiplete ; ,1 have a knowledge of Christ, the right Way, th^ ticuth, 
and the life. My troubles of soul do not proceed from a donbt bf 
my interest in my dear Redeemer, Oh no! I know I have redemptioh 
in his blood, th^ forgiveness of all my sins; and that one day I shall 

J>rove a conqueror through him ; still I want more enjoyment, mOr4 
ovQ to him, and a clearer view of his majesty; I want such tommu- 
jnion with him as to enter into his banqueting house, to enjoy bis 
.^banner of love over my soul, and to view him as my suffering, atoning 
Lord ! jea to view him as bleeding, obeying, and triumphing for sin.« 
ful vile me ! O can there l>e so base a reptile as the one Who f^els 
liis nature!s gilt, and knows the mystery of iniquity I feel withii^ 
one more vile there cannot be. O how much I resemble the Israel- 
ite?,, loathing the n^auna which God so miraculously provided for 
their support through the wilderness; and under the power of tempta* 
tion I am tempted to say,, my God has forgotten me ; and yet by 
faith I triumph in the pleasing truth, that my light afflictions which 
are but for a moment, will terminate in a far more exceeding and ^ 
eternal weight of glory : and all the days of my appointed time (on 
earth) will I wait until n\y change come.' Thus my deiaf brother, 
thougl) Ifall through unbelief and inherent sin, the gobd Lord helps 
me up, and helps me forward ; and in this strange, hiysterious rbadf, 
jBj soul is journeying home to God. I am a living monument of 
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dWine mercy nikd forbearance, daily proving the Lord is faithful ; atfdt 
though I believe not, he cannot deny himself. May he ever bless, and 
^nptify aH your afflictions for his own glory^ and his people*» be- 
Aefit ; with kind. regards to you, and yours in Jesus. 

Pfymauihs R. H— s. 

To the Editof qf the Spiritual Magazine, 
. ' As yoar Valuabte Miscellany is set up as a standard for the lovers 
of gospel truth to rally round, to contend earnestly for the faith once 
delivered to the saints, I ghidfy join the gathered band, to hail ia un- 
fuHirtg the* blood-stained banners of the cross; and exbibhing the 
reigning triumphs of him, who fills heaven with the gralideifr of his 
atchieveinents. For this purpose 1 send you the two folbwitfg Ser- 
mons, as I considihr them to be the piUi of the gospel, full of marrow 
tod fatness to those who have agust for spiritual realities; and under 
the unctions blessing of God the Holy Otiost, calculated to iikfomi 
the judgment, warm the heart, and ch^er the hope of the living in 
Jerusalem. Mopitfg the Lord will render them usetul to this end, and 
prosper *^ the Saint's Treasury,*' to these higher purposes of infinite^ 
grace, is the ardent prayer of your well wisher to-Zlon. 

(hldtfi Square, London. £. Bf . 

THE GLEANINGS dp a SABBATH DAY. 

Gather up the fragments t^hieh remain, that nothing he hat* 

SRi tnemiei will J clothe with shame ; but upon hinuelf shall hh 

crotoii'jSoiirJsA, Psm. cxxxii. 18. 

tn this blessed portion we may truly say, a greater than Solomon- 
is here ; for, were it not to set forth the King of kings, it would be of 
little importance to us. In noticing this text, we shall invert the 
order of it, and notice first, the symbolic representation of the crown* 
Ikhe great insignalia of royalty. This crown is not manufactured by 
men, and worn by kings ; it sets foith dominion, power, supremacy^ 
>isdom, knowledge, righteousness, justice, and truth, blended with 
mercy. These are the stones of the crown. He is the original pattern 
*oi all kings. He is the legitimate Son of the eternal Father, claims 
it by inheritance. He was anciently invested with this royal dignity* 
*' [ was set up from evedastihg," anointed to this ofiicial capacity. 
God the Father openly proclaimed him king of Zion. '' I have set 
my king upon my holy hill of Zion.*' He was king of the Church in 
ancient days ; but Israel wished an earthly king, rejecting the mo- 
narch of heaven : this he suffered for the accomplishment of eternal 
purposes, but it was sinful in them. But look at the extent of his 
kingdom ; we have heard of the dominion of Alexander, of Napoleon ; 
«tnd no king*s sceptre reaches further tha^ George the Fourth's, we 
»V «*y» it reaches almost to the two poles; but what is this, to the 
dominion of the Son of God, who;se sceptre is universal? extends 
over all the creation, reaches to thoughts of all consciences, runs on 
through all time. He ministers judgment himself, the government of 
all worlds^is upon his shoulders. He reigns overheaven, eaith, and 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



611, SAlNT*« tU^ASVuV. r ii$^ 

ltelf« tte is bead over all principalUiptf and powers : hell wf^.iin its 
fMwers^ sin with all its consequences: nature in aH its intricate mdW- 
ments. All the' mysteries of providence, and ways of grace' arcf in 
bi» handy under his controdliind SMpreme management. He has this, 
tower given to him» for the aecomplishing of the grand designs of 
heaven, to give eternal life to all the love-comprehended family of 
heaven. A crown sets forth glor^ and dignity ; to him every knee 
shall bow, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, for he 
is both Lord and Christ. He reigns to dispense the blessings of bis 
grace. As a king he has dominion over himself, is never moved by 
pride, lust, passion, or any evil. His reign draws out his wisdom^., 
knowledge, justice, righteousness, trath, and mercy ; these are fttt 
made use of for the happiness and benefit of bis subjects. O the 
glory of his reign, and the happiness of his servants. Did the Queda 
of Sheba say of Solomota, wben she saw him in his glory, and heard 
his wisdom, " happy are thy men, happy arc these thy servants ?~ 
this is all lost in the bliss of the subjects of the King of saints. Every 
perfection of the kingly office, he exercises for promoting the happt^ 
uess of his subjects. 

2ndty. This crown is to flotfrish. Many things break in upon the 
order of a realm, hinder its prosperity, and abate its vigor ; but'what 
IS to burst in upon the orderof his reign? what power can arise to 
hinder its progress ? ** It shall flourish.** ' God the Father has pr6* 
Wtsed it, sovereignty has determined it ; and th^ digf^ify of his PersoA 
required it. It flourished in the purposes of eternity, in the opeHin]^ 
of time, in his union- stamiing in God, iii his uplifting on th^ cross, in 
his reign on the throne, in the ministry of truth. He sends forth the 
rod of his strength out of Zion, in the heart of the sinner, before 
angels and men in heaven. And how will it flourish in the great 
coronation day! Its duration is endless: it has been flourishing^ 
through all time, and will be for ever. ** Thy throne, O God, is for 
ever and ever." Mortal kings die off, but Jesus is alive for ever. His 
erown is his people. He identifies them with himself. ''Thou shalt 
be a crown of glory in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in 
the hand of thy God.'' They are as strong in Ats crown; but his 
'crown is to flourish upon himself ^ as God-man Mediator. No arch« 
angel, or aiigel could wear it ; its peculiar glory, and massy greatness 
is only befitting his majestic head ; its dazzling brightness, and splea^ 
did lustre, reflect the dignity of his character. He has all the glories 
of divinity, and the honors of humanity. His crown is peculiar tb 
himself, it is royal, relative, and an everlasting crown. And truly my 
soul would join with the British singer in Israel: — . . 

* Hail! glorious victor, hail ! 
IVl join to spethee crown'd i 
O let thy fame be spread abroad, 
Atid honors wide abound. \ >« 

Upon thy glorious head 
Thy crown shall fruitful be. 
Shall shine in all its briUiancy 
Throughout eternity. 
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But mt n^tioe. second ly, '* His tnemies.wiU I clothe .with, ^hamef 
Ist.' Tbe de?il is his enemy, ^od. Wicked men. 3rd. The saints in a 
pertain sensel 1st. The devil is his great enemy. * He nevet would 
bow to his sceptre ; he opposed his reign in heaven, on ' earth, 
through wicked men/ and in injecting vile thoughts in the saints. 
How this enmity was manifested in the yildemessy in his iiwful 
temptations ; but how was he foiled, and covered with s^ame in thj| 
combat. When be hurried on the crucifixion of our Lord, he laid 
the basis of his own ruin and sliame. 2nd. Wicked m^n. are his 
eniemies, both Pharisees and profligate. What an antipathy the 
Pharisees had against him in the days of his flesh ; but how he lec^ 
tured them, i^nd covered them with shame before the people ; and 
)iow win they be ' finally covered with shame, wh^n he will confront 
them with aU their ungodly and hard speeches against Him ! ' 

8rd. The people of God, with the rest, are all in open arm* 
against Him ; all mankind are his enemies* ' but only the saints know 
it. They are his enemies in all the legal workings of .their minds'; 
under a sight of their transgression, life, and state of sinfulness, they 
are clothed with shame. ' Their enmity is manifest in their opposition 
to God's way of saving ^sinners ; under every sense of their guilt and 
folly, they are filled with shame^ and them, and them only» are 
covered with shame in this world. But finally, all the deniers of hia 
Godhead, of the virtue of his atoning bloodt and tbe intrinsic ex- 
cellence of his righteousness^ will be clothed with shame at the last 
4ay. ' 

Thus in this prediction of Almighty faithfulness, we see the malclir 
leas King of Zion, the Nourishing nature of his dominion, Hnd tW^ 
final confusion of all his enemies. He is the King immortal, wh^ 
lives to' dispense the blessings of his death; all his priestly glotiek 
Would die away and have no eflFect, did he not live to reign over the 
dispensations of the Gospel* and bring all the designs of his love ta 
pass. O the extent of his dominion, the privileges of his reign, the 
glory of his .kingdom, and the duration of his throne! Surely he is 
properly styled the Prince of Peace. Well may we rejoice in every 
state, for the Lord reigneth, the Lord sitteth King upon the flood. 
iDevils are in subjection to him. All heaven moves at his nod. Earth 
is under the dominion of his omniscient eye. And all the glory oF 
his crown is connected with the welfare and prosperity of his truly 
loyal subjects. O for a heart to give unceasing thanks for the 
jgrace that put us under his government ! Amen. * 

(To be Continued. J 

To the Editor of the Spiritual Magazine. 

QUERY, on Hebrews x. 

Sir, , 

As the following passages of holy writ, have been dreadfully 

viangled and misbonstrued, by legalists, and Arminian teachers, in 

the present day of godliness, with the form only, without the power». 

and thereby many of God*8 dear children, and especially tbe weak 
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Af the 'flock, -grea^ disfcouraged and hartalssed In tHfeit^Wfitf^ fperi 
fistjis sobie of the kble Contributors to your ^Vdrk, mtiII 'bnUj$b'th<* 
Writer orf'this with stn illustration, which, under the infltiettce of Gckl 
Ihfe eternal iSptrit, may tend to relieve hiin from the enrbarrashienft^ 
he often labors ui^der, with regard to their triie import. ^ 

In Hebrews X. 20 to iO. we read, ** For if we sin wilfully afieir that 
we have received the knowledge of the truth, there reiniitieth tid 
iuore sacriflce foir sins." In the 29th verse ; " Who hath troddett 
iindcr foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood bfthe cove* 
nant, wherewith he was sanctified, ati unholy thing, and httth doM 
despite unto the Spirit of grace." ' V 

' To the^r#* part I would offer a few thoughts. That believers ih 
lesiis do sin daily, is evident to every one taught of the Spirit, tb 
know the plague of his own heart ; but that they sin with that hearty 
consent of the will and affection, that they, before renewed by grace 
did, cannot for a moment be granted : else, where is the unceasing 
warfare that the Apostle Paul speaks of, Rom. vii. 23? The p^siirage 
" If we sin wilfully," seems to imply, that there was a possibility of 
so doin^, after having received the knowledge of the truth. [ take 
it for granted the Apostle must niean it to applv to those professor^i 
only, who having made an open profession of the Gospel, and ob^ 
taiqed a head, knowledge of the doctrines of grace, but without any 
iuflueuce on their hearts; to whom our Lo^'s words were ap]|>li- 
cabk, that they 'were like whited sepulchres, but within, full of rot^ 
lenness, and dead men's bonel^. 

* To the second part of this interesting portion, I must confess mj 
inability to say much, yet' I humbly conceive it cannot apply to anj^ 
one individual for whom the God -man Mediator shed his most 
precious blood : for how can one who has bei^n sanctified and set 
apart in the council of peace from all eternity, called in time, and 
liad a manifestation of the electing, unchanging love of God the 
Tather, in the Person of the Loi'd Jesus, ^ by the powerful agency oi 
God the Holy Ghokt, count that blood an unholy thing? Impossible I 

A SINNER. 



ON A MINISTER OF TtlE SPIRIT. 

There is not any thing of greater importance to a prbfessor,* thafk 
the spiritual slate of the minister under whom he sits. If the minii»- 
ter be only in the letter, he cannot Communicate spiritual 'life, nor 
even assist his hearers, further then infonbing their understanding 
in-the bare letter of the word, and if he hold error, he will cbmmAni- 
cate that error, and the people %ill become blinder, aad more cotf- 
fusied In jud^toent than they were; for the tendency of every error, 
is io' lead the miHd further a^d further from God and his truth ; and 
the neal'er it dp|>roac'hes the truth, the more dangerous it is to the 
Chttrcfa of G6d. Some persons think a man may be a partaker of 
the Holy Spirit, and hold erroneous doctrines i this is a mistake ; fo^ 
^promiBe savs; John xvi, ?3. "When he the Spirit of 'truth i^ 
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if he will' guide jou into «U. truth.** From this iii»plain« If a 
bold error, he cannot be a partaker of the Spirit. Again, I Pet. 
iv. 11. '* If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God ;*' 
therefore if a man contradict the spiritual meaning of the word, he 
has not a divine commission to speak. 

It is common with professors to conclude that the preacher must 
be a good man, if he be honest, just, kind, and liberal; they say he 
is so good a man, that they cannot doubt hb beinjf agospelminister: 
but these conclusions arise from blindness of mind, and ignorance 
of the qualities of actions. These persons do not understand that 
there are sinful principles as well as sinful actions, and that the 
doctrines which are opposed to truth, are as dangerous as outward 
immoralities, and are as certain signs of perdition. A man may be 
what is called morally good, and not partake of justifying grace ; 
but a man cannot be a partaker of justifying grace, if he live an ini- 
woral life ; for an immoral life is an evidence of a graceless state. 
Our Lord says. Matt. vii. KX " By their fruits ye shul know them." 
These fruits are vot only open works, but also principles and doc- 
trines, which rule in the heart, and are taught by the lips. 2lst 
Terse, *' Not every one that aaith unto me« Lord, Lord, shall enter 
into the kingdom of heaven, but he that doeth the will of my Father, 
who IS in heaven." 

. It cannot be truly said, that a man doeth God s will, if he hold doc- 
trinal error. . The ^f tun cannot be said to do God*s will, because he 
honors not either the Father or the Son. John v. 23. The Arminian 
doeth not the will of the Father, for he denies thie election and final 
perseverance of the saints, and the imputation of Christ's righteousness^ 
which are plain and distinguishing doctrines of the gospel. The Qacdfin* 
doeth not the will of the Father, for he rejects the public adniinistra- 
tifui of the ordinances of God, that are clearly revealed and positively 
commanded. The Papiit doeth not the will of the Father; for he 
holds principles which lead him to persecute men unto death for 
Ikokling opposite opinions; he is no better than a murderer, and Bf 
such he will be judged and condemned. The letter preacher, both m 
and out of the' Establishment, doeth not the will of the Father, for he 
intrudes himself into the ministry without any call from God, or spi- 
ritual qualifications from him. .. The Freethinker^ the Deist, the 
grossest worldling, and the careless libeitine, are open rebels who 
«re condemned by their own consciences . and by each other,. *.But 
among these men there are many of good moral conduct, who a;*e prni^ 
tuento of society, and worthy of public notice andrespect^ and that 
far exceed many professors. 

It is not sound notions, good moral conduct, or hiunan teaching thid 
will make a man a minister of the Spirit : after every ^advantage the 
student will still be in a state of enmity against God, Rom. viiL 
7.. He will still be in the flesh, and cannot pUa«e God. Unless 
th^ .Holy Spirit teach a man, we cannot have a minister of the 
Spirit. Though it be impossible to lay down his precise course of 
iuistructions, yet we may observe that they have all the sanie ten- 
dency, which is, to humble the sinner, 4*mpty him of self-sufficiency, 
a^d Hi9k^ him the huppy subject of the covenant of f'edemptioii^ and 
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4BlWatiiQii b.j grace/ i^romtcied in Ezekiel, xxjivi. ; 2.1*^38. AfietrJil^ 
juttner is brought intQ the enjovment of God's love, tic must see ,(||e 
leadings of God, and follow theip ; or he pugh( not to euter on this 
ipinistry : for every saint is not called to minister in diyipc thipga. 
We see many presume, but their labors are not useful f afler mnc|i 
trouble, labor, and study, they are obifged to leave off .without .one 
evidence of usefulness. Every oae of God*s elect is born in sin, an(l 
shapen ili iniquity, and concluded in unbelief. Gal. iii. 22. sothaj^ 
the elect are no better by birih and principle than others. £lectio« 
proceeds from sovereign grace, withbut regard to the merit or deme* 
rit of .the creature^ some are chosen, and others are left ; and the rear 
spn remains only with God. Some of his elect are. permitted. to. run 
into great sins; and some are restrained from ontward immpralitie^; 
and this is as God wills it. God has a aet time, for eyery purpose, 
Ecclei. aji. 1. All Qur times are in his hand. Psalm xxxi. 15. aiu} 
when his tim^ is come, the work is begun. 

It may be that the pobr sinner, is rejoicing in ,the follies, of the 
world, when the painful arrow of, conviction is shot into his heart ; j|t 
imuiediaiely begins to bfeed, for a wound is made which npne can^ 
heal, but he that made it. The powerful mandate is "Come out from 
ani<^ng them, and I will recieive you ;** but the poor sinner does not 
uoderstaud the voice. Whatever meana the Lord may use, whether 
it be a passage of scripture, a word from the. pulpit, or an alarming 
providence, the effect is. the same; the man becomes miserable; pai^t 
follies ar« brought to his remembrance, agreeably to these i^'orda, *JL 
\vill ^et tby sins in order before thee ; they become a heavy burden.\^ 
Psalm xxxviii. 4. Now the sinner is compelled to leave his old cown 
paniops, for he finds their company adds to his distress; he seeks re* 
tiremeht, where he can pray and confess his iniquities ; and it is oqly^ 
in these things that he finds any comfort or relief, and this promise, 
is fulfilled to him: *<and they. shall be holpen with a little help/' 
Daniel xi« 34. The spiritual convictions which he feels, are accoui-; 
IMtnied by the light of life, so that be can see the depravity of his na^^ 
ture, and the evil of his past life. The sorrows of his mind become, 
greater and greater ; he is filled with despair and dreadful apprehen- 
sions of God*s wrath. Satan suggesta there is no mercy for him, that, 
he is too great a sinner to be pardoned^ and that he had better put, 
an end to his misery with hi^ own hands; with this there is such a 
noise in his soul, that it fills him with fear that he shall lose his ra*- 
tiopality. Besides these inward conflicts, the wicked treat him with 
scorn, and call him a fool, and an hypocrite. God also walks very con^ 
trary to him in his providence, so that if the man look forward, there; 
is reason to fear poverty ; and if he look around him, there are no^e 
but opposers and persecutors ; and if he look within, he sees nothing 
but indescribable misery : in this state he considers himself of aA 
men the most miserable^ Ha feeb the meaning of these words, Psalm, 
xxxviii. 4 : ** When thou with rebuke dost correct man for his iniquity, -< 
thou makest his beauty to consume away like a mo;tU." He groana; 
because of his past life, and strives hard against the etils of his hearty, 
but c;^nnot conquer theui. fc^oinetitnes he attributes his failm^s to^ 

'Vol.. L— JNo, . .E K 
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:want of stronger resoluti^s, butalUft! these fdilbitt ; «lld %vlltWli« 
wduld be holy, he finds his mind filled with evety abominitioii ; his 
Bou^ seems to be a den of devils, who fill his mind with Uasphemyv 
■and keep up an incessant noise in his soul. Oh I these airsi dolefol 
'days. - . 

" The greatest battles that were ever foljght by the Wkrrior, do nol 
bear aiiy comparison with the soul-confiicts of the pooe convineed 
sinner ; if the Holy Spirit did not sustain him, the jsoiil would wink in 
ft moment.- This is dwelling in the place of dragons. Job in thes^ 
rircamstances said, xxx. 29. " I'am a brother to dragons, and a i^omt 
pahibn' to owls.*' David calls it, ** being broken iu'the place of 'dra^ 
goiis, and being Covered with the shadow of death." Psalm xliA *19* 
It is indeed the shadow of death, and if the shadow be thiisdreadfifb 
iHrhat must be the substance ? Here the poor sinner is kept till bin 
heart is brought down. with hard labor, he reels to and fro, ami stag* 
gers like a drunken man, and is at his wils end. Psalm cvii. 97. All 
tefage fails him, and no man cares for his soul, in these troubles 
the Lord inclines his heart to wait on him, both in public and private i 
ai times his hopes are revived, and he looks forward in expectation bif 
enjoying pardon and peace. Thus we fools are afflicted tor onr Ini- 
quities, and chiistened for our transgressions ; we rise and fall, and 
naffer much from doubts and fears. The poor «iuner feels by pain^ 
ful ejLperience, that if ever he is saved, ft must be by the free metcy of 
God, for he cannot do even one good work, nor think even one good 
fought, and he has not one good thing in him ; every Arminian prin-« 
cipleis entirely destroyed, he lays his hand on his heart> and cries' 
feelingly, ^* God be merciful to me a sinner.** 

The blessed Spirit raises him to hope, but that hope is fireqnefitly: 
deferred, which makes his heart sick. Proverbs xiii. 12. He sees a 
Knle of the beauty of Christ and his suitableness as a Savior, this 
fills his mind with desires after him. At length the happy time* 
arrives, when the Holy Spirit who first wounded him, begins to heal 
him, either in prayer, reading, or hearing, the blessed Spirit sends 
j^i^on and peace into his mind, the load of sin and gnilt is taken 
away, and he is lead to look with the eyes of his understanding at 
Christ crucified ; and it is accompanied with a persuasion that Christ 
died for him^ This persuasion is saving faith; it is produced in the' 
mmd by the mighty power of God. Now satan with all his powers, 
IB obliged to withdraw, and a sweet serenity fills the miud. The man 
looks about him, and behold all things arc become new. There is a* 
beauty in creation which he saw not before : wife, family, house, and 
bom^, sun, moon, and stars, are ttiore delightful than ever. He loved 
th« children of God when in his soul trouble, but now to him tbeyarer 
the ^xtellent of the earth, in whom is ail his delight. Psalm xvi. 3. 
liis heart is fiUed with joy and peace in believing. The winter is over' 
and past, and the time of singing of birds is come. Canticles ii. il,' 
The voice of the turtle is heard in the land. The blessed S{Hvit bears 
' bis witness, that the sinner is redeemed and brought nigh to God, by 
the blood of the Lamb. Now the poor sinner is become the happy 
^l^nt^ be sings the citi. Psalm with delight, because it is tiie tanf tta;« 
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df'h's heart, a^d because he enjoys the iodwelLing; of ibe Spirii hy 
whoni it i^aadiptated* He looks within himseif find sees his faith^ 
and (eels .the great dianf^e which is wrought within him, and ^is satis«t 
fi^d.tba^it is the w<^rk of regeneration effectuated in hiim by.thn 
poiirer of the Holy Ghost,, ^e looks around him among maiiiKind^ 
i^B^ sees the stat;; of every one by nature, and knows something, o^ 
that everlasting misery inta which all must necessarily descend, unlesi^ 
4iey are renewed by the Spirit. He looks at the Preachers around: 
hiroi and knows by their fruits that t|bey .i^re only in the letter of tb^ 
word, and that their state is more dreadful than that of their hearers^ 
After many exercises and deliverances in mind from satan, the po^ei; 
of ii^^lwelling sin, and the hidings of Gpd's face, the pan beqome^ 
strengthenedi settled, established, and is rooted and grounded in love^ 
Coloss. XX. 7. he is qualified for any situation in the circle in whici% 
l(e moves. If he be a man of fortune and education, he is qualiQed 
to fill ftny ^f the important situations in social life. Whatever may bev 
4i> $Wiw in life^ he will he faithful, honesty and wise. • , 

It may again be observed, that every h^ppy subject of gi^fice i% 
not cMled to minister publicly in holy things, however desirqus they, 
vfuijf be« ' When the Lore} oalU a man to the work of the ministry, be^ 
geieially iocUnes hi» m^A to the work,, and stirs him up tq prayeir 
on the snlycGt. This sets the man to watch narrowly every move-^ 
meat in. providence in which he is concerned^ In the Lord's ttm^ 
the^e are such a combination of circumstances, inwardly and out* 
wardiy, that b^^is convinced the l^rd ia leading bini into the minisr-; 
tf;y« He epteicf qn it, and sometimes he is enlargjed^ at other timesi 
i^^hyt up; he b9tS trials without, and perplexities witbin, and is* 
refujiy to wish he had never opened his lips in God'^ tiame ; be would 
wUlingly go bs^ck but cannot, because be has pqt his hapd to the; 
plough. After ma^y ex^ercises and deep considerations he is con«. 
vinced God has called him to the work. Some good news comes to. 
his ^ars ; poor sinners deqlare they have found many, blef|sings un()er, 
him; some have received eonyictiqns, and others have been comf<^rtrr 
ed and instructed, and a few brought into the glorious liberty of the. 
gospeL. This news confirms him» that God has called, him to the; 
work, and fills bim withhold courage to. procpeed, and with fort jtiide. 
to. bear eY^sry opposition^ Now we have the Minister of the Spirit, 
QD^ Vjfho is qHa4ifie(l4o»^peak to the case of the sensible sinner, and> 
M^hocan insticucJ< the ignprant and them who are o(|t out of the way* 
He speaks like one having autb^rity and not as the scribes and pha^; 
risees.. Qh I how favored i^ that town or village in wbich a gospel 
minister, statedly labors.' ^' How beautiful upon the mountains are . 
tie (efti of him that brifigetb good tidbigf, that publisheth peacc» that 
bringeth: good tjdj^^gs q( good, that pub^hetb salvation, thatsaith; 
unto Zipn tby Qod reigneth, Isaiah lii. 7. He can speak of God's, 
goodness, and t^tlk pf hi^ power, and make known his mighty acts,] 
and the gloi^oMs mi\}esty of his Kingdom, Psalm cxiv. H, and is a 
bles^i^g to. ni.ai\y. 

Now let us look at tbe MiaJ%t^rs around us both ip the Estabiisb**. 
tQ^nt and amoi^ tbe Oisfifii^^rf^ %n4 we fin^ (s^jrea^tim^ny o(nly tooir- 
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jtii TH^ sl»iiiiTUAL magaziite; 

ftifc for gain from every quarter. These intruders into the Qfiniffteriaf 
office reduce it to a system; they can tell us, " how to huild on 
Christ the foundation/* and recommend the suppression of vain curi- 
osity." They are so se!f sufficient that you may give them any suh- 
jcct and they will dbcuss it, and tell us the subjects they will han- 
dle the following month. These gentlemen do not imagine that tlieir 
works speak plainly and loudly these words of Solomon in Eccle. x. 
d. " When he that is a fool walketh by the way, his wisdom faileth 
him, atid he saith to every one that he is a fool.'' As vacancies hap- 
pen the students are ordained to the pastoral office ; their pleasing 
manner, pathetic delivery, and fine definitions, soon engage their 
auditories, and the preacher is called a fine young man. Notwith- 
standing these things you may discover they are only in the letter, by 
the following observations : 

First, They dwell on the letter of the word, tbev know noChtng of 
the deeps of sin in their own hearts, nor of the deeps of mercy to 
deliver from sin ; therefore cannot enter into the deep mysteries of 
the word. Secondly, They never touch on the state of the awakened 
sinner, nor the afflictions and troubles of the tried saint: you may 
Attend them for years and never bear your case described ; there is 
neither knowledge in them, nor power attending the word they de- 
Kver. Thirdly, They have ever some public subject in their lips, 
which is almost always their leading topic. In our day the Mission- 
ary cause, the Bible societies or Sunmy schools. These are excd- 
lent works, but letter men are not qualified to conduct them. Fourth- 
h*9 They never fail to speak evil of God's saints. If one of them in 
the integrity of his heart should use Paul's words in Rom. viii. 3. to 
express the* gracious work of God in him, by saying, '* The law of 
the spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of 
sin and death ;" that is enough, the malice of these letter men in- 
stantly shews itself, by speeches similar to these^ " They are Anti- 
nomians ; — they are a bad set of people ;" and they never fail to cau- 
tion their hearers sgainst them. One of the popular letter men- due 
day said that he hated the Antinoroians as he hated the devil. Fifthly, 
Some of these letter men are so wise above what is written, that they 
soar into the doctrines of the Trinity and have revived some of the 
errors of the Grostics. When a man advances strange doctrine it is 
a plain evidence that he stands in presumption. Sixthly, If m.Y 
reader is intimately acquainted with any of these letter me», he will 
find that they me proud, covetous, worldly, selfish, and that they 
seek only themselves. • They are very discontented in their station, 
and are very envious at others. As they live so in general they die ; 
to use their own words, *' They labor under much depression of 
spirit, and their great self abasement prevents theai from indulging in 
more than a humble hope in Christ." They err, not knowing the 
nature of th^ graces of the Spirit: The grace of humility is always 
accompanied by comfort. Another says, " he refused to be com- 
forted :'* the truth was, that tbe Holy Spirit refused to comfort him, 
who presumed into the sacred office of tlie ministry. 
- We will leave these letter men to that awful day of judgment which - 
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^u^ saint's treasury. S13 

[ 18 hastening OR all that presume. Oh ! how benighted is that town 
or vfltage which has none but letter men in it. We live in an evil time,' 

I the sun of righteousness is set, and the shadow f»f the eveningis 

I cbme upon us. We enjoy only the twilight of Sardis, aud poor Zioft 

k is going through a dismal dark night. Worldly prosperity will come 

i upon ail the kingdoms of the beast« Thie world will rejoice, but Zion 

[ will mourn. Hypocrites will laugh, and saints will weep, but it wilt 

t be only for a short time ; the night will quickly pass away, and the 

I sun of righteousness will shine gloriously in the next Church state. 

E PAftVUS. 

; ORIGINAL ESSAYS- 

' V. 

^ ON DEATH. 

u • • , ^ 

f. ' Sin is that dire evil and productive of such tremendous conse- 

f quences, that it is needful in taking but a glance of its nature and 

J nalfgiiity, to view it in its origin; In contemplating the subject we 

^ fred durselves on the approach to heights we cannot climb, — to 

gi depths we cannot descend; we have in proi^pect, lengths we cannot 

^ trb<2e, — breadths we cannot scan. By the aid of the holy records, 

accompanied with the rich instructions of their Almighty Inditer, we 

} ilhrink not from the task we have undertaken, but pursue the enquiry. 

^ When Adam fell, his disobedience involved the whole world in 
the awftd denunciations of Jehovah against sin. By (me man, sin en- 



^ tered tn/o the world, and death by sin ; and so death passed upon all men, 
y far that aU have sinned. The federal Head was a willing party in 
^ the Covenant, the breach of whose conditions rendered liable to its 
J, severest threatenings, all who were represented by him. In the 
j^ wondrous compact God made with man, we hold the wisdom of the 
Fram^r unimpeachieible ; whije we, .in Adam, discovering ourselves 
the guilty parly, fall low before him, aud are amazed at the display 
of divine forbearance. 

i Men may toil and strive as they will, in their opposition to the 
statement, but God's word saith it, and God*s people in then- indi« 
Tidual experience confirm the fact; that by one main's sin, or bythe 
one sin of man, sin- and death entered into the world, and so death 
passed np&n aU men^for that all have tinned. 

To acquire right .view« of God's truth, it wmII not do to receive 
this aa an abstract principle' only; it roust come borne to the very 
heart and conscience' of Him who embraces it, ere rt be productive 
of saving knowledge. And the doctrine which requires to be 
enforced here, in confirmation of the subject, 'is, the imputation of 
Adam's sin. To those who deny that, we leave the necessary con- 
sequence, the denial of the imputation of Christ's Righteousness ; 
for this will of necessity be rejected, where that is not believed. 
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The lieretio Soeimai er^ $U9W8» .dw| tb^^ AfMdeV avglnnenttci^ 
vhich we have alluded* *^ Qives great CQUQteiian^. <o» the docUinQ oC 
jiistificaiion 1^ tbe, imputatioii of the rigl)teo<Mme9s of Christ^;" bii| 
vre purpose leAvipg thai constraiMied opiaioo, "with the.objeotipaa oC 
all otb^ heretical def^mersy to record Ibe trQjtb in its iMik^4 aplpeAr-- 
ance, with such illustrations as ar« «i^rdjQdii4kiroBLth0 declared 
ifillofQod. 

S()eUig.ther^ that b^ imputntioii the guilt of AdamV tmnsg^ensiox 
lies, OP every son qt Adf^, we. are coinpelM-lo adrait Umt the? 
immecUaie consecpiences of the same, devolve also on all. ^ In con- 
travention of the divine command* maa took possession of the for- 
bidden fruit,— ate — and died. 

1. An immediate <joasequeQce of Ibis tr as agreasiony was judl^^io/ 
death. When the conditions of^the £den*Covenant were broken, 
death passed upon ail men/ Man then first merited, and instantly 
received, the forewarned penalty of sin. Rushing wilfully against 
the thick bosses of Jehovah'&buckler&»he is wounded to the soul, and - 
perishes. With willing labor, he earns easily the appointed wages. 
Legal death seized possession of the self-devoted victim, and com- 
menced the exercise of his terrific sovereignty^^ ^The^olprit was 
forthwith incarcerated in th^ prisoq-house ^ guiUt — ^fast bouad idi 
qiisery and iron. The reign of this king of ^ertpca wa(s from that 
lUstant pursued ; and to those who are not ren^cMed by the X>bli-« 
Y^E£B.« his reckldss dominion e^t;ends to ^eternity. 

2. One other immediate consequence of the. first transgression, r 
was spiritttal death. Our first Fattier wa^ created a perfect human* 
being : made after the likeness of Qod. So far^s it is. possible foc; 
that which is purely human to be perfect, that was our progeni^r. 
There is not a virtue or an excellency that human wisdom is cs^pa^^ 
bl'e of appreciating, but he ^ossest it in thei highest degree of enjoy-> 
ment. ]Dut the beautiful vessel of. the heavenly Potter was broken 
at the Fountain, and all its glory crumblecl into dusifc. Soon after:' 
his creation his excellency bad departed « and all his virtue lay: 
prostratj^. ^ <. ' 

By disobedience of the divine command, the penal consequence 
instantly > ensued, and he that before, held communion with Us ? 
Maker, was. now banished, — he that lived — now diied. . Spiritual) 
death* more noisome than the p^tilenoe* more destructive- than • 
famine, went forth to the exercise of his paralysing influence ;-< 
f^eized the federal Head, and with him all who were iu him; ex-r 
tended the power of his sceptre over the whole;, and elaiined Ib^ 
sovereignty of the human mind. The mind.witb all its faG9ltie» fell? 
under the weight of his destroying power,, forfeiting evi^ry jot njp 
its pristine loveliness. The will, so nearly f|^ finitq cap assimi-' 
late with infinite, corresponded before with; the divioB will. Ifani 
mad^ choice of those things his Creator chpse^ an4 cj^^frfully par-. 
tool^ of those (lelights which it pleased Him w^o^ fouled him tO) 
grant. Then indeed was bis will free i freely he :ei^fye<l tvhat was. 
freely bestowed . But spiiititai death destroyed the fo^Uf ^ and left it* 
with its fellows in ^uins. The ^ndersUmdivig, whi<%.l9M^i^.|K>«ae^S^> 
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«d«il «pj^6liintikiki'^lhe diviii^ IniA j^ linid hi commttiiioiii 'tilth 'GioA 
l^ali^d the ^ji^reme felicity that knowledge is ^capable of aftbrdtng, 
ift tkour^ e&lincf. Spiritual deaill hath crilshed its «iiergieg. Th«r 
iMginoH&n, whieh might then take the full range of the revelationti 
n$ade personally to hint by his Maker, nor til's in its peerless excur- 
sioHs; is no¥r eUcfaaiMd by more than bira^len bonds. Spiritual 
death hath iltayed itt progress. The memorify oiHce capable of re*' 
viewing- the deep things iS Ood^ and Evolving with divinest sittis- 
Siistiori M lAat God had made known, has now lost the |)Owei- of 
action. Spiritual death reigns over and f ules through the wholn. '* 

Thouy who art the 'Kesurrevtion and the Life ! Who hast con- 
quered death and him thatEath the power of death, canst alone raise 
(te$d' d^d OMir^ 'tttd i^tiy h^to them, Livel-^There ivre, inoreover/ 
the remote €onse<j^ueiices of Adam's sin, in the infliction of death, 
to be noticed. • " 

' 1. Naimnl death* Herri^y the morltai and immortal parts of. 
man ate iundered^ the two companions, who were united by ther 
closest intimacy^tira separated*. The nearest tie of which humanity 
is suaceptible is dissolved* : the friends that were never before Apart 
are dttided, nevnr again under the same ^icoumstances to meet. Bat 
we eonsidarthe subject an* the desert of disobedience. The disunit- 
ing of the soul from the mnrtAl parti a^d thd consequent privation of ^ 
being in respect of ^the body, resulted' from that one sin. .And mo 
death fonedup^n aU men; fvr that all have einned. How doth 
oreatton groan under the terrors of this great enemy I Pining sick- 
ness^ want, and wretchedness, are the ready instruments at his con- 
trol, for potting in execution his irreFocable decree. Every family 
bears the symptoma of his approacti : every individual has the tokens* 
of his appearance. War, di^iEMise, and ^divers calamities, are his^ 
sword for the destruction of natwns : the Prince trembles in awe of 
iunir and the Pauper shrinks from his grasp. The man of War and 
the man o/*' Ekmor may madly dare his approach ; but only the man: 
of God will hail his coming, and with joy anticipate the moment, 
when; the sceptre and the weapons of destmotion falling from his 
possession, alfond the blissful moment for exclaiming, ** O death, 
where is thy sting?" . • ; 

2. Eternal detUh. This in the desert of all our apostate race : 
eternal baniahiUMt frMn*(h4 lavor of God, and an eternal endnranco- 
of the wrath of God. A positive idea of that state of woe is not 
revealed, but ipany have lived and died in the fore-view of wrath to, 
4^me. A negative idea may be formed, in that we are tauglit it* 
consists in perpetual exolnaion froift the divirte olelneacy ; a conti- 
nued languishing for. deliVeaance from a bondage which is intermi- ' 



Weil inay we^ while reviewing the Scripture testimony by which 
alone we come U> an un4er8tanding of these things, admire both 
tbe wi^df m and prudence of Israel's Covenant God. Thewiidom,^ 
*o gWlously set; j&irtl^ in the mjyestic flan of salvation, wherein we 
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SI6 THE SPIRITUAL MAOA^iHE ; 

4i«€oretthe ways of God relative to the destinj^pC-fah ereaiortf»» 
The pmdemce, which has gracioualv wrought the displays of that 
wisdom, and recorded them for the sole benefit of his Church, 
Each mysterious Person in Jehovah is declared equally iaiefested in 
the accomplishment of the plan devised in the councils of eternity. 
Their united love and purpose suarantees the fulfilment of the eter« 
nal design. And the one will of Israel's- Covenant Jehovah is the 
basis of the whole. Ghry be to the Father, and to the Som, amd ia 
the Holy Qhest; as it was in the begwnmg, is now, and ever.shaii 
he: world without end. Amen. 



CHRIST MAKING HIMSELF AND ALL THAT HE HATH OVER^ 
TO THE GOOD OP HIS CHURCH AND PEOPLE. 

We read' in our Chronicles, that Edward- suraamed Iroasidcy (in 
ivhoni England was lost) and Knute, the first Danish kiog» after many 
encounters and equal fights, at length embraeed a present agreement, 
which was made by parting England betwixt them two, and confinn* 
ed by oath and sacrament, putting on each others apparel and arms 
as a ceremony, to express the atonement of their minds, as if they 
bad made transaction of their persons, to each. other, Knute beeame 
Edmund, and Edmund Knute. Even such a change j(as it m«y be. 
aaid) is of apparel, betwijit. Christ and his Church, Christ.and every 
tme repentant sinner; he taketh npon him their sins, and puttetfa- 
upon them his righteousness: he ehangeth their rags into robes: be 
arrays them with the righteousness 6f the saints; that two-fold right- 
^usness, imputed and imparted ; that of justification luid the other* 
o4^sanctification ; that is an under coat» this is an .upper; that cleans 
and pure, this white and bright; and both from himself, who is 
made unto them not Only wisdom but righteousness, . sanctificatian, 
aod redemption. Yet further, he puts upon his Church his own 
comeliness, decks his Spouse with his own jewels, as Uaac did Re- • 
becca : clothes her with needle work, and makes her more glorious^ 
than Esther cyer was, in aU her beauty and bravecy ; i^joiceth over* 
her, as the bridegroom over his bride; yea, b ravished in .his love U^ 
her, with one of her eyes lifted up to him in prayer and meditation, 
with one chain of her neck, that very chaw of his owagraces in iier. • 



HAPPINESfe OF HIM THAT HATH THE LORD to be HIS GOD. 

St. Augustine hath this passage, of one that passing by a stately 
house, which had fair domains about it, and asking another that he 
met, to whom that hou^e and land belonged? He answered, to suoha' 
one : O sa^is he that is a happy man imked: no, says the other, not 
so happy, as you think for ; it is none such happiness to have that 
bouse and land ; but he Is happy indeed that hath the Lord for his 
God; it is a privilege that exceed* all things whatsoever; forljelhat' 
hatli honor and riches may ^o to hell for all tbem^; biit he that bath 
God |o be his God, is sure to be everlastingly happy^^ "^ . 
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REVIEW. 

The Imper8onatUy,of the Holt Ghost. An humble endeavp^io r^« 
fute the opinion^ that GoD and his Spirit, are two distinct Per^ 
sons. . To which is added, a Reply to the principal Arguments of 

. lyr. liawher ; for the Deity of the HoLY Spirit ; tn his Samms 
on the Divinity, and Operations, of the Holy Ghost. By lohn. 
Marsom. 

Who John Marsom is, or when, or where, he es^ercised his miniii- 
try, if he ever had any from human institutions ; (for he denies all 
Being to the Holy Ghost, and consequently derides his Ordination) 
we know not : but a more bold and unscriptural attempt* of what he 
calls an humble endeavor, to^ refute this fundamental doctrincf of our 
most holy faith, was never seen. It is the production of the mongrd 
breed, of the Deistical and Socinian spawn : the Ephemera of the 
Heterogeneous combination of things in creation, hostile to each 
other ; but forming junction upon this occasion* as in one common 
cause, to war against the truth ; as Herod and Pilate did against 
Christ, who in that ever memorable day of his condemnation, it is 
said, were made friends togethtr: for before^ they were at enmity , be^ 
tween themselves. 

We could n^t but smile, at this AumUe endeavor, as the Author 
with apparent modesty calls it, of making reply to the principal ar- 
guments of Dr, Hawker, in proof of the Person, Godhead, and 
Ministry of the Holy Ghost. , Happy for the Church of Christ; 
the wodks of the Doctor on those momentous points, haye had a most 
extensive circulation ; are in almost every orthodox Reader's hands ; 
and have received the niost unequivocal testimonies of their effect, 
under divine teaching in numberless hearts of the Lord's people ; 
being supported by the unerring standard of truth, when, as the. 
Holy Ghost expresses it; IA« Spirit itself beareth witness with 
our «ptrjf, that we are the children of God, Rom. viii. 16. For when 
the redeemed child of God is regenerated, and made spiritually alive 
to the spiritual apprehension of divine things ; he is broufi^ht to know 
the Person of the Father in those sovereign acts which define his 
Person and Godhead : in choosing, . adopting, and accepting,' the 
whole Church in Christ ; and no less the Person of the Son, both 
in betrothment, and redemption ; and also the Person and Godhead, 
of the Holt Ghost, by his quickening and regenerating work, in 
awakening from the death of sin, to the life of righteousness ; and 
transplanting from the power, and dominion of satan, unto the king- 
dom of God. And this was declared should in a more especial 
manner distinguish the latter days of the gospel, when as the Lord 
said ; all the Lord*s people should know the LoRD/rom the least of 
them unto the greatest of them, Jerem. xxxi. 34. Hebrews viii. 11. 

But while we cannot but smile in the nerveless attack of Mr. 
Marsom^ on a man like himself in the instance of Dr. Hawker, to re- 
fute the arguments the latter hath gathered from the word of God ; 
we cannot but tremble at the blasphemy when the attack is made 
upon God himself our Savior. If any form of words, plain, simple, 
and express as they are, to the point in question, can be admitted for 

. Vol.. I.— No: 'r. f F 
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ii^ iealM>Ui^'»g of ,9 matter of faet ; those must be so, and m such 
i^Mst be di^cisive wbicfi the Son of Goi) adopts in speaking of the 
.ieMQii of ^he jt^oLY Qhost. A^d t wiUpray the Father (salth 
^/bl^ Lo^D )^h^) amd ke shall give you another Comforter that he 
pMy abide with you for ever : even ike SviRiT of truths whom the 
world cannot receive ; because it seeth him not^ 'neither hhowith him, 
-^4^ ktic^ k{*H ;f(fir he dweihth wOh you amd shall he ittyoUt J0hn 
UlVil>l^ 17. Htte tfteti the PerHim of 4he HoLT Thubs ia Ons 
#hidl G(MVsthWtesr Gobnfi^AD^ are all eoiimerated. Of the Fathbi^ 
H\i p^s^alty M4 ; ks ^haU give. Of the Son it is b» personally 
%«Mf Ae i^itl pray the Father. And of the Holy Ghost; hi* 
l^i^lrlbti atod'Go!)tfEAl> are as cltarlj defined by those ^ets^ whi«;|| 
td^ntif;^ ptHM^i he dwcftleth in yon and khullhe in you. Abd aft disi- 
ttilct, ' ft(M either the FatrEb or the Soir» he is described as mo«- 
f A^ Cokiiftrn^^ : a Ihin^ impossible^ but on tl^e^ graund qf Jdeatity 
4ihd p^r^oh^Hty ok the HtiLY Grosti Now unless the unbelieyeir io 
^he^ecNvihe friitbs nireftns to charge the Son of Goo with a d^t^ t9 
tK^eiye^ ho# caii he get ov^r the. insuperable difficulty that Jksus 
trails him another Comforter, distinguished from hvnlutBy apd thf 
TATkEtt i atid ag^fly ttud agakii reitieraAcb the personM pvoniyun, 
yhenfaei^ith; Ai? shall abide ; he dvteUelh in you* and shall bt9 in 
^bii. Aiid not dnly ealls him Air, batf speaks of hiAi as Ati9i: the vor^^ 
seeih hOn vl»\ \ neither knowet|i hiin; botr ye know M19* We f^oif^ 
%er Dr. Ou^i^'s statement of tins a ig adh t at^ and it is happilj obos^ 
io kilehdeln^ igridranee of sceptirs» irbo wish to reduge the Person 
^f thcj HoL V G HOST to a m^re ema^^aimnf vM nmentity, ** If ^1^ 
-%l)e Bi>.«) dne Should come and tell you^ t&at in a certain coantry* y^ho^wft 
'Ike' hTiltb been, i!iei-e dwelt a mighty Prince, who heard cansest deei^ 
ideddi§p)iteii, g&ye great blesi^Sgs^ aaddttd ainabepless acts of the 
toost beiieticeut kind ; wlial woa)d| wMit indeed, coald lUiy oae infer 
froth ttits relation bMt that this migb^ Pmce, iras vl Person, But if 
l^h Afahom's ihterprelation of tbis accoant be admitted; ha would 
^y: all tho^i* beneficent aets, are iadcftd wrought; but not by a 
l^irsoh; it is only an elnanStion, like the sua, or the air, she(Utn|^ their 
iniflnences in the climate, and thereby inducing su^h effectSt" 
' i^erbaps our Readers will conclude, that the review of sack a pii]»- 
ftcattotk migtit have been spared. But as Gilaniians of the spiriting 
^bticerns of tbe Gharch, a ^oblicatbn like that of the *' Spirit^ 
;|iiaga£ine*' coaM tfot be altogether silent. We shall take our leave of 
it however with only subjo'mmg the IbHowiug. carious li^tQer wilfti 
."tvfiicb th^ wotk is pt-eiaced. There wHI uoed no commejftt of i^/vm 
Upron it. We win give it ill tt*e Writer^ dwa words. 

A Jetttxr to the Author on the lni|iei>ftiffaiity of the I^iOtY Ghost^ 
Aom the Rev. Robert Robitasoa^ on receiving the ftrst £did,oa. - 

Chentertem^Wetkimlmf^Id^TikytfSS. 

\ ^< X Accept wi Ch gratitude both the P&m'phlets yon weft! so coiitf)llE?toat as to fiCMd 
1n^, ^nd' I thank Mr. Tity lor for. this addtti()nitl proof of his cit^ia." 
' :*<^i;Ven years ago I pablished aVrefiice to the thiril v()(aQ9i« of a TrmisUtioii 
!^4£laiU'ifi*b Senaoim on the doctriae of Christian lii>erty.. ai^l .Ip page 7 t safiU, 
^* Merc mental errors if they be 'not. entirely innocehtih bhe-accbiuit of the S«- 
,prene Governor of nuuikindy caundt hbwever be oi^jeets ^ ivhuiie aikUpanish- 
wient among meo/' Erro^ is mistake : mentei error is mistake of the mind ; mere 
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flnental error is such ii mistake of the mind, at doth not effect the heart and Wfei 
Why tkAtmleii position cxppMd me te many ceDsiiret,>|«j J^y ^ ^H^n f^fff^ 
inm* n^ nmne Mli jiceii casf out as e^il ever since : they have thoy^^bt i.ta ,4a% 
to |>j:each and pript. against me and to treat me ifvith personal instirts. Ahoatl^ 
year ago I heard by a Gentleman pf Queen's CoAlege that Svkear had puhlhfke^' 
the 6ame sentiments, and'siiice that I saw in Dr. Disnev% iifo of Syke^aft 
account of it« Ever since I have en^leiiwored lo prbeure tbe k^ojfj l^ ff ^ 
could till the weel^ your's arrjiv^d. yhfiee day^ befpivf I bad seep it jn| XyiMI 
lOffitalpgne, ^pd JE inst4^tly wrote a^d procured it» but 1% was tH/e nrst ^itib£ 
Xext day a fellow of Trihity ^oUeKe found a .Second Edition in the Oolieffe Li- 
brary and len^ it pie. Then came your's, the last, and best EditUp for whlth4[ 
Mosk sincerely tbank you. People are so thon^htleM as to cssclftiiM ' U 4MI be 
sUawed^ the doors of opr dhnrcbe? will be thrpwi^ wide open to all erii^^cy^^ 
liersons.' I deny the faet^ for I c^n eafier find Professors pf a specula^ve.syt- 
jtcni, than men of an holy life; and ungodly professors are the mb^t grevioira 
lieretlc^. Who is to fudge of error ; you pr I : yon for ne, or I, fpi you, pr ead| 
for himself? There is no safe gvound of action exeepitte leaving of ejie^ ii|- 
jdiHdtial.te jodee fpif hin^self 4iid appopat to liln Muster. My thapU are- due 
•niofitt sjni^eraly ipr yoiir own performance. I \\vfe re^d it with the moii^ gtowinf ' 
jB0ection for the .Author. I love a man who thipi^A for himFeif, think, ^at IM( 
v^ill. I hopbr tne virtue x>f every one who dares to be freit^ and to sliake en th^ 
petty tyranny of ecelesiaetios, who hind the. gsftvUiisiNirdena of t|miiii|ie9li4it- 
teras«pen the eonscteades ^f finolW P(»i|'s di8c(j[>ltti^i||iules y^i)i^ ^f 
jielther created, nor redeemed, por ^re ^pppipte^ tppn^^^e, .{^ ^pi pj>me jfA 
Jthop into their intojerent assembly! * 

'* As to Personality iti^Gob, a Trinity of Persons, I think H. 
«f fill absurdities ; and in my opinion, a man who hatii brPnght hi 
the|iiopiUar;d(y6t»ine oif tbeTtfnilgri bMbfdone aU^hip vfotki for i 
A9D be AOthiffg ll»vd> nptfii^g inevjdipnt;. tiie mpre qniiiteUijgi|i»lf 
dfble^ and ps this serves tiie purpose of producing. implicit fai 
guides, {Priests will, alwftys try to "Keep ft in credit, llie Bible i 

'4D9AsiAer 'Ooj>, One; 3i»va the ^Shu of Gob; apil the HOLir Gfidsi ^__, _ 

-€lop. Boi this wonid spoil tsade; tte scviptpras>w<pHfl t^evOBH! f^lain j»p|| ^mTjt 
«iA ajteatped priestfaeod woql^ be jm^>s«ry to m^e opt apd iutfol4.'i^^)w# 
.science phristianity to ns po<H' bMnif ereatures. Verilv my Criend^ pries^cfafc m 
jaX. the bottom of all this burlesaPe uppn religion ; M ^uch I accounr-tfifft" grt- 
flaace of one man's pretehding to taHioA care ;0f apothet man'4 soul. Vhe Mw 
«Hd of «U Ibeir cdMsoes, hi to cheat peoplP into • dis^ff o^ih^jr Q^t^ AoMcsmM- 
iagV «nd t^.pM^eb Hieir <syfw, ^ fU^, tji^if affecMopf uf op a frail apd o(^^ 
mricHed p^rofLy/VAftw^ "Wre to tjip M9)e 4Piport— the )il riter speaks bf hipisetf 
>Pt his stpdiea. " Here I am from th'<^ idin of pPprofit^Vle disputes abopi ^ot^ 
and phrases, ttere I enjoy v daHy inlercevrse with Pneh of (lle^ksf lUeiwtM, 
vad ihe most anlipble dispositions, siiicece diseiples' of JbsoIa, 9k% :tMlM i^ 
liUvine goodnow ^-eiiilthis IJImvensUy^ 9|adNrlng theli/o^ scriptpi-fj^^rj^v^llH^ 
4lieir ^p ti^lent^ tp ffae senvice of trptii. Here too is a C liurcti of ..jdi vers j^entj^. 
j|nen(8, but of unifbnn goodness who ^PJPv christian liberty wUhout. assumin^j^ 
apthbrity over one Pnotii^-. Hefre^ I weed my gatdco, [ilop^h th^ silver ttMaft 
*with'niy two oar boa(, read, cribble, contemplate, and £11 my <ool>witii liea^iof 
|rtie'Greptiluprei«e apd witb theipyfiil pro^pept pf fi t^iessad ipip^prm\(|r ^if^ 
«^e.l>r^opi$ofiny ^ow^ffi ppd frplts regale my scent; the lar)& cpmpliipepts fnp 
.)vliep<I rise ; the.ciic^^oo jittuncts the piornipg breeze; the owl sings me t^ ^^^^Pt 
and if I waVp, iP |he niglift, the ntghtingale .beneath my wi^fiow lpH^.me4o f^ 
again.*'* ' ' ' . '"■*■ 

^IVaft tkere ever #ueh a bricago, 4o set forlk tke j^i^l i»djff9mfl|i)e^ 
.^ the iafldel mmdl What.itii umUftcsiMQliiit r^fOA^Ii k9Xh U^ Q9m 
up^Q tii€ coblcfiipMraciof of bMCQmj^Mmu; «4po0i ip M^ i9ovi^nliiK 
caBb'mcttiff the firH Ukrabirt, md ilm most Amh^€ iifMp^fiV^^ 
4$nd9irt€€r€4is€ipig$jffJ:i9Vs;M% wfW wp9eJi)Le.biip»e]f/«6^9r<tj«lp 
no hh 6tfiUm«iiiiAlieiiGvejr8 in Ikt djogirimeiihf^ pvot^M^^. 4 €fi$^^ 
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ofdheri aniimenUp but of uniform goodmooo ; md if of the reveteod' 
brder as Mr. Rohimon ; must hftTe subscribed to Articles as binding 
QDoa their coasciences ; which conscientiously, to shew they were 
moove all priestcraft took pains to publish to inankind ! It. is luore 
thaff prol^able that the Writer, from ploughing the silver stream with 
Ills two oar boat, hath. ere this, ploughed another sea. — What blos- 
soms he had then to regale his spiritual senses, or nightingales to lull 
liim to sleep, — becomes a solemn thought !, 

We shall not ha?e fully accomplished our wishes, in the reviewing 
of this Article of Mr. Maroom's attack, on the Person of the Holt 
Ohost, without presenting our Readers with aqother, ps curious a 
inorael of the productions of Socinianism, as the former. is of (>eism; 
both inideed arc allied, and Cousin Germans. 

The document we have to produce, was published by j>r. Ledie, 
In hi^ SoctfttiMi controversy With the followers of Fmuius Socunu ; 
and which the Doctor had taken from an event, which too^ place, ip 
•the reign of CkurUi tko utomd. We presume that the account of thi# 
transaction, will be in a great measjare new, to the majority of our 
ftefiders : and if not, it may be useful to have in remembrance for 
WffiUwrt epenio whteh art ytt to eouu in tko preteni, or succeeding 
dagi of rthuke and btaiphemp. 

It so happened, in the political affairs of this kingdom, that during 
Ae reign of Charles ike Second, an Embassy was sent to this Court 
finom tne Emperor of Morocco. The Apibassador was called Awtetk 
JBenAmeth. Upon his arrival, the Socinians of thi^ kingdom, de- 
puted two of their bod^, to wait upon his Excellency, and to compU- 
ment him upon his amva) in Englan^. The men who underto^dc this 
lingular transaction, formed what they had to offer, upon the broad 
twsis, that the persons they represented, were fellow worshippers with 
the Makomeiano of the one sole God. Having thus hiMed their 
address, they then proceeded to the business for which they waited 
on. his Excellency. They began with returning thanks to God, that 
}kp had preserved the Emperor of Morocco and his subjects in the 
knowledge of the pne true Goo. They added, that with their pen^ 
ihey had endeavored to defend that faith, which tbe Emperor qfMo- 
roped professed ; and that pOD had noised up Mahomeiio ao the 
pame with tl^e sword, f^ a scourge on idoUisipg . phrbtian^. They 
theriefore considered themselves, .a^ fellpw 9hs^'^pi<>nc^ ^^^ ^^ ^y^W 
with Mahometans. They offered to examine and remove the enoni, 
which tiii^e hM introduced after thi^ death of Mabomet himself into 
the Afcoram. For oCI^ahomet himself tb^y tlioiig^t' too biglily for 
such things ^> have escaped his observation when the Alcoran was 
first pubUshed. And they professed themselves willing to do this, 
iot the'hbnor of their Prpphet.' Such widi other part^cuh^rs of a like 
liature constituted the famous Embassy. ' The history of thobe time» 
adds, that^hen the Xm^ijassado^ Ameth Bern Ameth understood tba 
the deputation waiting upop hi^k was of a relijrious nature, he decli- 
ned Teeeiving them. We remember, that in the late Dr. Horsley*s, (i^t 
that time Kshpp of. St David's) controversy with Dr. Priestly; hf 
referred to this Anecdote, and in the eveut that Dr. Priestly doublc({ 
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ite authenticity declared that* Ke had copied it from certain OMrini- 
scripts in the Archbishop V Library at Lambeth: and thktif he 
wished it, would procure him asiglitof the Original. 
We leave our Readers to their own observations on both. They 

jmust see that there are but a few shades between them. 

•• / ■ 

h-^God the Doer of all Tkiugi: A Sermon preached in the Pori$h 
Ckmrck of SI. Martin^ LeiteUer^ on Smndom, , November SSrif, 
1823. Bjf Edward Thomas Vaughan, M. A. Vicar of St. Mariin'o 
Jjnceiigr ; and Rector of Foiton^ Leicesterikire. 

U.'-lStrictM'es, on the Rev. E. T. Vaughan's Srrmoii, entitled, ** God 
the Doer of all things/' By John Owen, Curate of Gaddeohf akd 
Keyham, LeiceeterMire. 

ill.— The Qofistiomet. A Utter %o the Rev. John Owe9^ tn Repbf 
to hii " Stricturet.*' By Rev £• T. Vaugha^. 

lV:.—OhoervagionM ; contained in a Letter to the Rev. £. Ti Vaughan, . 
til repfy to hU ** QHectionUt;' a Letter to the Author. By Rev. 
John Owen. 

When Jacob, oQ hu journey from Beersheba to Padan-haran, re- 
jceived .the gracious revelation from Jehovah of his Covenant names, 
iand of the purpose of the divine will concerning himsdf, and his 
«>irituai seed, the Patriarch with holy awe breaks out. Surety the 
iord it in this placet and J knew it not! Impelled by tlie influence 
pf deep humility, under a sense of the amazing condescension, and of 
his unworthiness of the unexpected intercourse, with astonishment 
)ie exclaims i—How dreadful is this place ! this is none other but the 
fkousc of God, this is the sale of heaven I Profiting by such demeanor, 
should we not in our advances to the consideration of the sublime 
jtopic before us, aim to exemplify the same solemnity of character, 
^nd with the utmost caution and holy fear, approach the place where 
.Jehovah is ? And however confirmed the mind may be, in its know- 
ledge of the ways and works of God ; and however familiar it maV * 
have become with' the will of God, as declared in the inspired 
volume ; it behoves the believer in his researches after truth, evi&r to 
have in remembrance the deportment of the Patriarch, joined with 
that of the Prophet, who had communed with the Lord of Hosts:— 
Woe is me I for I am undone; btcause lama man of unclean l^s; 
for mine eyes have seen the King 1 Where some such effects are 
not visible, how, alas ! can profitable meditation be pursued, or use* 
fttl results elicited by the august enquiry? • 

The mystery of Jehovah^s will is a profound, which none but 
Jehovah himself, in his Threefold names, can to perfection explore. 
lie hath declared some of the vast purposes of his will ; to the con- 
^mplation of them, calls forth the exercise of our fiiith; and in. 
)hem, enables us to trace the proof of his eternal designs :-^but no 
where are we encouraged by the light of reason, to pry therein. 
Without the heavenly Conductor, we are not authorized in even 
attent|>ttog to ^ead the path/ which leads to the confines of the 
j^ternal Throne. ' ' 

It is an'opiaion lyhich bbtaii^s among'those • who, wbe in tbeur t>wii 
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conceitf^ ecsay to- compass the heights of JehovabV will and par- 
poses i &ht Mjfitery is a terai ioappucable to what is ui aay degree 
declared in reference thereto, in the pages of holy writ. Now the 
frui^ul isQagination of the speculative luindy may with perfect ease 
venture the assertion, and hy a continuous chain of hiassed reason- 
ings, satisfy it»elf of the assertion being correct ; but if it be specu- 
lative only, yea, and if it even have the appearance of truth, it will 
not ba siirpri^Dg if sejiwr judgments reject |be pvofinr^ veutineiftt. ! 

We beg to be understood as ailnding to persons wbe are «oi wUwely 
Speenlatists, )>ut who, with an eye to the aitaiumeat of. truth, iodiilge 
in matters which mini$ier qiustiont, rather th&n godlif edifying. On 
Did pri|iciple we take up the subjeok before u^ And though it be 
^ pursuit whiph will lead us to t|ie contemplation of things passing 
knowledge^ we place ourselves in the posture of k^^gfff aod earnest 
enquirers. , 

I. — So far as the Lord's will on tfie subject of sin is to be traced 
IB his unerring word, (and beyond that we^ill not attempt to go,) the 
feeblest of -his saints may throw* fbe gauntlet at the feet of Mi. 
¥aughan, challenging him, upon* sure groundt to •^ advance fiiitlier 
than they. The Holy Ghost hath inspired his servants to pen such 
at^tepients in his book^-as are divinely adapted to siibserve toihe 
purposes pf his grace, and their knowledge ; which are eminently, 
ami alone suited ror leading them* under his blessing, to such an un^ 
derstandiug of the subject, as he hath thoqgbt needful for them ik 
their tinie-state* If we dare overstep that boundai^, we are precipf- 
'^U^ into the Lake of Conjecture, w)»ence we may apprehend the 
possibility of extrication. Nor dare we at random foist into thp 
service of human traditipns, the records of the Most High. 

The basis on which Mr. Vaughan raises the. superstructure of h|s 
reasonings is, « God!s will, an unchangeable will^ and his will; tb^ 
alone. win that is done i^,and throughout all creation.*.^ ,Thk ** bird^ 
principle," must be tried by the only standard by which we are 
authorised to regulate our faith. That God*s will, is the only'Kfi^ 
changeable will, we at our p^il dispute ; but .that liis will |s. the abiU 
Mfill that is dope in and,thronghout creation, we dare. not admit, and 
«n the point are at issue with Mr*. V; for the declared will of Gfod 
doe;i not support the theory, though sq voluminously quoted by hiiii 
for its establishment. However clear and obvious the deep things of 
God may. a{y ear to this Writer, ;^.iiis " assuniiptjpns,'' *' exptaai- 
tions,'* and '* inferences," like chaff beibre!the VWdt will be borne 
away by the unsophisticated testimony that is:giyen us : for we have 
a more siire wdrd of prophecy^ wha^eunlo we do well ihat we Uke 
^ffl^^„Apd we, beg once for all to, reject all recourse to' humiih 
reiouioning, by subtle disquisition, aad to rely in^ ioid on what is ea« 
wrapped in the oft-iepvated, sweet scrip.tiiie, ** Itis vmtten.- 

In additio'a to whi^t wr have stated elsewhere, (in the present Nwii- 
jbf (,) on the subject of sin» we i;efer our Readers to the testioKMiy o^ 
St, Jlamc», in, bis general Epistk to the Cbjirch'; •* Let no man saV 
wbi^n^fie is tempted, I ai|i tempted olf JG^Tfor God caniiot hfi 
ttmpM vvith evd, neither templeth b^^^^m^; but. every man U 
tempted, when he is drawn away <of his odk hi'sti and enticed, Tijeii 
iijfhea>»t^th.concciv«td,;ithg^th^^ widWwJicn it k 
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I finished, brifigetti fdrtti death. Do not err iny bdored brifittrem 
n Every good igilir, ««fi every •petfeoft gift is from above^ an4 cometh 
\t down from the Father of lights^ with whom is no variableness, neither 
t shadow of turning/' 'James 1. 13, <fec. Verse l^t — " Wherefore, my 
is beloved brethren, let every maa^e swift to hear, slow to speak. ' 

i!i .On this question it is enough fot u» that God saith, by his 

L. Apostle, every goo^and every perfect gift cometh from himself, 
p And while by metaphysibai divtinctiona, hi the elucidation of terms to 

II wliich the scriptures have no parallel, the worldly-wise man may 
J establish a finely Arranged f heory, aiid blhsteringly demand out* 
I assent thereto ; we Mte content constantly to prostrate ourselves be- 
^ lore *' The Father of Lights^'' beseeching him thai he would reveal to 
p our apprehension more^tf wkat he hath already declared. 

i It is sufficient t^ know, tl^t when man k tempted, he is drawn 

away of his oum LnwU t abd that he is tnUced to evil ; not impelled to 
i; the action. Be it the happiness of the Lord's saints more habitually 
I to listen to the exhortations of the Lord's word, and they will not too 
\ eagerly regard qnestionil, contfnualW mooted, Which only gender to 
g strife of words. The Apostle beseeches then), Do not err, my beloved 
, Brethren ! &c. He was inspired to know, that tlie awful subject of sin 
would be taken occasi4Mi of by the Enemy^ to distract the Church with 
; various contradictory epinioas^ theretbre thns most affectionately ex« 
, faortsthem. f . 

I IL Mr. Owen, apparently with a good design, has attempted to 

• weaken the prepossessions or Mr. Vanghan ki fa^or of his favorite 

j Creed ; and, His might be expecled from the possessor of far inferior 

talent, — he has faSed. Seeing the subject m the light Mr. O. did» 

we can but approve the attempt; but we doubt not. the castigation 

he has received will induce iat the fnture a wariness when brought in 

contact with the advocate ol' a doclrine so inr above his reach. En 

, passant » we also, judging from the captious spirit of Mr. Vaughan, 

and if considered «w6rthy ^Msresard, are in €icpectation of passing 

4inder his fiery ordeal ; but we neAher fear the weapon he is such an 

, adept in using, por the lash he may inflict. 

We cannot suffer Mr« O. to escape^ while his ** Strictures" are be- 
fore us, without alluding to a'rewark in one of his numerous quota* 
tions, respecting those '*Ayho raOst strangely deny, that there is au- 
thority in Scripture for general invitattons. Or deny that repentance 
and faith are to be it^falcated as d«ities.'' We are prepared strongly 
to contend, that there is NO anthority in Scripture for General Invi- 
tations. And we shnU^ver^ we doubt not, find it our duty to con- 
tend for " the faith of God's Elect/' in opposition to that which it is 
in the pOwer of every ni^ to e^e^rcuie ; and for il^e Repentance which 
is ** granted unto Israel,*' as oppbs^ to that.«f which the uu regene- 
rate may claim the possession. Inasmiieh as live ** Strictures*' haVe 
some relevancy to the subjeet binder notice, we take occasion to cau- 
tion the Writer, and with him our Readers, afafoist unscripturally 
reasoning with persons who influenced by precooceived, abstruse no- 
tions, present themselves at the porch of the temple of Truth, and 
fondly imagine they ihre ^niaK^d to gain entrance, . when in fact they 
are yet in bond$ige under the itidiniefttS'oI'lfae'WODld. 
{To tfeCoikbided in 0Ut next.) ' 
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2Si POETRY. 

Luu$, written ou hearing Mr»G.^cf Rmn9gai€f freaeh tii Grwe Ch^fH^CamUrmeU. 

'" He preached unto them Jesus and the Resurrection." 

How sweet the moments pass along, 
When Jesos is the mid-day song; 
How s'^reet the days in silence close, 
When Jesos is the saint's repose. 

How sweet to hear the nan of €k>d, 
Tell of a Sarvior's preeioos blood ; 
^ And.sweet to hear |iim boldly state,. 

The truths the world detest and hate. 

In preaching Christ, 'tis then to tell. 
The Way he saved his Church from bell ; 
E'en by those eyerlasting hiQs, 
Of his nnchanging sAoUs and n^. 

In preaching Christ,'is somethhig more 
. Than he possess'd in manhood's store; 
Tis boldly to set forth and tell, 
The Godhead too was there as well. 

* Dear Christ! yain man would vainly .tare 
The glories thou dUme canst wear ;. 
Would one by one thy beanties thieve^ 
Till not a beauty they would leaTe. 

In preachinc Christ, is then to shew, ^' 

There's nothing Mdnti can want below. 
But what in him they each may find, 
; Enough to satiate his mind. . , 

• In prea^ng Christ, as a/2 (n oU, 

Is from the first of Adam's fall, ■: **'*'' 

To shew he's done what none could do, 
' ' ^ E'en pass'd throngh'eveiy pang of woe. 

To save &is firtdf from hell's abjrss, 
And bring her safe to endless Miss ; 
To sing of Jicb<cedeemittg grace, 
% .In heav'n her only dwelling place. 

In preaching Christ,.the precious word. 
Is to proclaim a risen Lord, 
And fflory in the thoiij^t so sweety 
His rising was the full receipt. ' ' ' 

In all his debtl h?s Bride could owe. 
Whilst pilgrimaging here^ below ; 
Yea every jot and fittl^ pay, 
. That kU dear flock nnight go their way. 

In preaching Christ, the Lamb divine^ 
Is to maintain distinction's line • 
Between the Church the chosen seed» 
And those who only know her creed. 

In preaching Christ, the gift of Ood, 
The virtue of bis life and blood. 
Is firom etemi^ to shew 
. The Father did this gift bestow. 

In preaching Christ the weary's rest, 
And telling of his lovUig breast, 
Is by the Spirit to unfold 
The precious ndnes of choicest gold. 

In preaching Christ, from first to last, 
The shiner's friend, the sahit's repast, 

• Is to .proclaim salvation free, . 

As found in The EreuNAL Threb. 
London, JvJff, 1824. S. O. L; 

Parts, Prmfer, 63, Long Aere, Itondon, - 
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Spiritual JVLagasine; 

OR 

SAINT'S TREASURY. 

There are Three thai hear record in heaven^ the Father, 
the Word, and the Holy Ghost, John v. 7. 

Contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the 
^ntSy Jude 3. 

CHRIST, THE HOCK OF AGES. 

And 1 say also unto thee, thou art Peter, and upon this Rock will I 
build my Church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 
Matt. xvi. 18. 

I. I shall endeavor to notice the introduction of this verse, ** I say 
also unto thee, thou art Peter." 

II. This Rock. 

III. Who are to be built thereon* 
IV* By whom they are built* 

V. The opposition made by the gates of hell, and their overthrow* 

VI. The consolation arising from such a blessed truth. 

Ik the verses preceding, you will observe the friendly caution of 
the Lord to his disciples, warning them of the leaven of th^ Phari- 
sees ; then, when they arrived at the coast of Cesarea Philippi, he asked 
them respecting the opinions of men concerning himself, and received 
their answers. Without making any further comment, he pressed the 
matter home to them, and said, ** Whom say ye t^at I am?" Peter 
immediately replied, " Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God." Jesus immediately directed his mind to the source from 
whence he had that divine revelation of his personal character and 
glor}', to cut«off any principle of pride that might arise, by being so 
highly favored ; the Lord immediately supports the revelation before 
made, by reminding him, Thou art Peter ; and then proceeds to lead 
his mind to that object he had so sweetly seen by the revelation of 
God, that is, Jehovah Jesus ; or iik other words, the Deity of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, as giving value, worth, and validity to his wor^s, 
works, and ways : for no man can call Jesus Lord, but by the Holy 
Ghost ; no man can behold Jehovah as veiled in humanity, but by 
the express revelation of God to his mind. 

This revelation was in order to give Peter a view of the glory that 
should follow upon this Rock. In the vision of faith he had just re- 
ceived, he saw the immutability of God, the Almighty power of God, 

Vol. 1.— No. 8. Go 
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the iniinite wisdom, dnd the boundless nature of his omniscience and^ 
omnipresence ; he saw wrapjped up in our flesh every thing necessary 
for the aecomplishment of so great a work, as the work of redemp- 
tion ; and having beheld the excellent, (or, the excellencj of the) 
glory, it was necessary io advance his mind to the declaration of that 
glory for the benefit of the Church. 

Secondly, The Rock. But before we proceed, j^st notice this con- 
duct of our Lord : it was not the only instance wherein he has put a 
check on the minds of his people, after giving them high and exalted 
views of himself; as witness Paul after- he had been in the thipd 
heavens, lest he should be lifted up with the abundance of the reve- 
lation of God, the I^rd sentr a messenger from Satan to remind him 
he was Paul ; and this messenger bufletted the Apostle, and he told 
bis Father of the messenger's treatment, and besought his Father to 
order the messenger away ; but the answer of God was. My grate h 
sufficient for thee. To bring the matter a little nearer home, the Lord 
after the most exalted views of his glory to our souls by faiih, of the 
preciousness and suitability of Christ, and our personal interest in. 
,him, tries that faith in the fire ; and there again makes an impress of 
the glory of his name, and the necessity of his grace. If the Lord 
lead your mind back, I have no doubt you will see the footsteps of 
God thus revealed in yoor own soul. 

• hi treating upon the Rock^ 1 shall briefly observe, that without a 
shade of doubt, Christ is intended : so David, sayis. The Lord is my 
Rock and my Fortress, And who is a Rock, save our God ? called a 
Bock to set forth his durability,. mnd to shew, that no storm» ever 
move him ; from generation to generation be remaina the same.. But 
in a* mcMre particular manner we are to behold him as a foundation ; 
for the Lord himself declares, that the wise man built his house upon 
-a Roek, and the winds and stonmi came and beat upon^ it« but it 
stood the storm, bepause it was built upon a Rock. The foundation 
bears up the whole building, and it is necessary that the .foundation 
, be tried and examined, to see it is inlall respects suitable to bear the 
.weight of the building intended to be built upon/ it; so the Lord 
.Jesus Christ is said to be a tried stone: the Father (fied him in the 
covenant of grfice, and especially in the garden of Gethseroane^ and on 
Mount Calvary ; the saints of God in all ages, and uiider all circum- 
atances, have tried him, and he has always proved a goo<^ aubstantial 
,founda.^ipn ; you and 1 have been brought to try him, and hitherto he 
.has borne ua> up. 

BuJt let us just glance at the laying of this foundation, the place 
whiere, the time wben, and the maanei) how. This foundation is ex- 
pressly said to be laid m Zion^ not in. the. world ; and every one of 
Zion*s sons and daughters are made to be living witnesses of the 
truth of the assertion ; for it is laid by the Holy Ghost as the foun- 
dation of the hope of their soul, in every time of trouble and of diffi- 
culty. As to the time when, we must of necessity go to a period 
known by the expression. Eternity. For in the eternal mind of 
Jehovah, before the foundation of the world, was it laid ; there, 
blessed be his name, it had its origin: in his own mind, as the only 
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^ftte 'fuundaiiofi (or the salvation of his people^ and the preserviifg of 
God's giory and honor. It was provided in the Covenant of gracr^, 
^vherein he speaks of things purposed, as of things done ; knb'wtilg 
the certainty -of their accuinpHshnient, as built on his own nature. 
It is said, ** the Lamb slsin from the foundation of the world/' aod 
read kaiah liii. and there you wtlt see the Prophet led by the Spirit 
into the depths of God's eternal mind, speaking of things as already 
accomplished: ''He was wounded for our transgressions, anci 
"braised for otir iniquities; and the chastisement of our peace was 
iaid 'upon liim.*' Nearly the whole of the chapter goes to prove the 
•firmness of Jehovah*s purpose, iii speaking of things to come as 
already accomplished. This foundation is also laid by the Holy 
Ghost experimentally in a poor sinner's conscience, when he is brought 
to see the holiness of Jehovah, and the vileness of his own nature : 
the Lord by his power lays this as the only foundation by iVhich 
God's honor can be 'maintained, and he, a guilty sinner saved. As to 
the manner hovf, it is performed or accomplished by the indescrib- 
nble operation 6f the Spirit upon the mind ; compared by the Lord 
to the wind blowing where it listetb, and we hear the sound thereof, 
and -cannot tell whence it cometh, nor whitherit goeth. The Spirit ' 
accomplishes this, sometimes by the word of his grace being brought 
to the mind ; such a portion as this we are speaking of, or arty other ; 
but h6 is not confined to use the word, though always acts in linison 
thereunto. The Lord also accomplishes it by the ministry of the 
word. Paul was a wise master-builder, and said, ** Other foundation 
can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ, the same 
yesterday, to day, and for ever.** And every faithful minister pro- . 
clai'ms tbis foundation by the ministry of the wmd, to the babe, little 
child, young man, or father, in every stage of the divine life, atid in 
every state ; in the belly of hell, or on the mountain top ; in the 
midst of Jerusalem, and on the downward road to Jericho ; in the very 
height of manifestation, and in the utmost extremity of deserti6n : no 
matter what our condition, it is the only foundation. 

We shall thirdly notice, who are built thereon. It is evident the 
Church is %Mi tipon this blessed foundation. By the 'Church wo 
understand the whole elect of God ; the elect of God in the wont of 
divine truth, are spoken of in a variety of places, and i>y a varfely of 
figures, to illustrate the situation they stand in as united to Christ in 
his various offices, characters and relations, that he bears lo his 
people.' We find, when he is called the Great Shepherd, they are 
called the sheep ; he is the Head of the body the Church, of>courf« 
they arie the members of his body, which you will find fully in Eph. 
i. 22, 23. also in Colossians. Here we have Christ as the foundation, 
of course the Church as the building. Peter in his 1st Epbtle, and 
2nd Chapter, gives a lively and glorious desciflption of it ; there he 
expresses the Church as lively stones to build a spiritual housfe, on 
purpose to offer spiritual sacrifice^. In speaking more particularly 
we shall observe, that every stone that is ordained for thhi baildlpg, 
originally was in the quarry of nature, and the Lord by his Spirit 
liews them from thence by the law; thus at once separating them 
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from the world, from their former companions, from the reigniiig 
power of sin, and hringing them to feel the weight of their trans- 
ipressions against him, as a holy God ; not only do they feel the 
natural accusations of conscience, and the terror of the law, bmt in 
addition thereto, they behold Jehovah as a holy, righteous God, 
having a right to bring them to judgment ; and they acquiesce in 
that sentence as a just one, and they feel to a certainty that God 
would be just if he sent them to hell. This is sqoaring work .in the 
conscience, but it brings «s, in order, more fully to notice what is 
said of them in Ephesians ii. 19 to 22. there the Chorch is described 
as a fitly framed building ; so that in the eternal purpose of Jehovah, 
every stone, pillar, or pin, in this building, had its place divinely ap- 
pointed by the Lord, when the great Architect framed the building in 
his own eternal purpose, which he purposed in« himself before the 
world began. There can be no jargon, for you wiU easily perceive by 
a framed building, it must be put or joined together, befpre it is 
' actually built; there must be a place for every pin, and a pin for 
every place ; one timber put wrong would disorganize the whole. If 
yon will look' to 1 Kings vi.^ you will there see, that in the building 
of the temple, there was no chissel work, axe, or hammer, heard 
while the temple was building ; the materiab were prepared befpre 
they were brought there, and squared ready for their places. So the 
Lord with the Church ; there is no hammer or axe when they come to 
,be built sensibly on him ; that work b done by the law, before they 
come to Christ ; well squared in order to throw the weight upon the 
foundation, and to make the stones^ with the cement of God's love, 
lay close together, to set forth their real union one to another ; so the 
Lord is canying on the building of this temple, and will be, till the 
elect of God are sensibly laid upon the foundation, and then the top 
stone will be carried forth with shoutings, crying, Grace, Graot, 
Grace unto it! 

(To he Continued.) 



THE ELECT DRAWN TO CHRIST, 

' As his redeemed, by the energy and influence of the 
Holy SpiriL 

BY SAMUEL EYLES PIERCE. 

Therefore they shall come and sihg in the height of Zion^ and shall 
Jloto together to the goodness of the Lord, for wheat, and for wine, 
and for oil, and for the young of the flock, and of the herd : and 
their soul shall he as a watered garden, and they shall not sorrow 
any more at all. 

(Concluded from page 202.^ 

. 3rdly, To consider the Lord's promise in my text, ** And their soul 
diall be as a watered garden, and they shall not sorrow any more 
at all/' . , : :" . 
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I Will b«r6 tecite the whole text. •* Therefore they shall come, and 
fling iu the height of Zion, and shall flow together to the goodness of 
the Lord, for wheat, and for wine, and for oil, and. for the young of 
the iock, and of the herd, and their soul shall be as a watered gar- 
den, and they shall not sorrow any more at ail." 

As the former part of the text, expresses the powerful effects of tlie 
operations of the Holy Ghost on the souls of the elect, aud redeemed 
of the Lord, when-they are regenerated and brought to Christ ; and 
the second part of them, how freely such persons, being acted ou, 
flow together and come to Christ/ and feed and feast on him the 
bread of life, the wine of the kingdom, the holy One, who anoints 
them with the oil of gladness, the Holy Ghost, whereby they are heip<- 
ed tQ feed on the hidden manna of the word. On Christ's atouement» 
On the Father's everlasting love. And enjoy sweet fellowship with 
God and the Lamb through the Spirit, in the use and observance of 
the Lord's holy ordinances. So this last part of the text is expresi»- 
ive of the blessed fruits and effects of the Lord's watering his Church 
and people, with his most gracious influences. Under the metaphor 
of a garden, ^well watered, the Lord represents the state of his Church 
and people, as they are flowing together to the goodness of the Lord^ 
and are partakers of Christ, and the blessings of his salvation. It is 
the very delight of God to bless his people, out of his abundant good- 
ness, and to make them joyful in his house of prayer. As the Lord s 
delight is ID his people, so he rejoices in them, and oyer them to de 
them good. He says, the Lord thy God delighteth inthee. He rest- 
eth in his love towards thee. He will rejoice over thee to do thee 
good. Again the Lord says, '* Thus saith the Lord, let not the wise 
man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his 
strength, let nat the rich man glory in hi? riches; but let him that 
glorieth, glory in this, that, he understandeth and knowedi me, that I . 
am the Lord which exercise lovingkindness, judgment and righteous- 
ness in the earth : for in these things 1 delight in the Lord." This is 
like the Lord's proclamation of his name to Moses, '* The Lord, the 
Lord God, gracious and merciful, pardoning iniquity, transgression, 
and sin, keeping mercy unto thousands, forgiving iniquity, transgress*- 
ion and sin.'' Now as the Lord delights to open his whole heart in 
Christ, to his Cburoh and people, so as their minds are opened to re- 
ceive the declarations of his grace, and the exceeding great tind pre- 
cious promises which he hath given them in his beloved Son, their 
souls are qualified, their minds are enlarged, their spirits are refreshed^ 
their affections exhilirated. So that the expressions in the promise, 
are very suited to the blessing as received, enjojed, and experienced 
in the spiritual mind. A garden well watered' is very pleasant. It 
is expected to be fruitful. And under this very idea and figure, the 
Lord is pleased thus to Express himself here. Jeslis is the spring 
and fountain of living waters* He is in the midst of his Churches* 
He refreshes them. He waters, them. And under his most gracious 
influences, the saints are as watered gardens; The promise is the 
Lord's. It is an absolute pne* It hath no conditions in it. Nothing 
beloved depends on us. The Lord here speaks to his people^ He it 
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is who here says, " And their souk shall be as watered gardeas/' II 
comprehends the whole Church. All the saints in every plaee.aod 
•case who call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs, 
-and ours, are interested in it. So also every individual inember of 
Christ, is also likewise equally interested in the same glorious grace. 
And their souls shall be as a watered garden. Which is a very plea- 
«ing sight. So is the visible Church of Christ, under the waterings 
and outt>ouriBg of the Holy Ghost It impljes how saints should be 
refreshed, revived, and fructified by the Lord's communications of 
his Spirit unto them. Let me intreat yon beloved, you I mean who 
•are seeking the Lord, to lay up these wwds in your hearts. The re- 
demption of Christ is yours. His salvation with all its blessings be- 
longs to you. You are fed and feasted, you are nourished and 
strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man. You are wa- 
tered and refreshed with the streams of the river which flows from the 
throne of God, and of the Lamb. In which you receive this blessnig, 
and have this promise fulfilled unto you, which is free and glorious 
grace indeed. And as such it is most highly esteemed and admired. 
So that every part of the text in the very expressions of them, become 
so delightful, and cannot but be in each expression of them, very 
sweet, and precious to their souls. •' Therefore they shall come and 
sing in the height of Zion, and shall flow together to the goodness of 
the Loni, for wheat and for wine, and for oil, atid for the young of 
the flock, and of the herd, and their soul shall be as a watered gar- 
<Ien, and they shall not sorrow any more at all." 

If we sajvand beheld Christ, and the Father*$ grace in him, so clearly 
as it is revealed in the word, and lived iu the actual belief, and spirit- 
ual views of the same, we should then live at a high, rate indeed. 
Christ is faith's object. He is as truly suited to faith, and faith to 
him, as the eye is suited to objects, and the objects to it. The means 
whereby we receive Christ into our hearts, and all the blessings of his 
salvation is by faith. It is also by faith we see and enjoy the spiri- 
' tual good of all the promises. To have our soul as a watered garden, 
bedewed with heavenly graces, and spiritual consolations is great. 
But the last words iu the promise exceed this: *' And thou shak not 
sorrow any more at all." It seems to be too good for us to receive. 
Yet such a thought must be acknowledged to be unj>elief. But it 
may be asked, where, or to whom is this f^ilfilled ? It must be to 
believers. Not that they are in this present time state without their 
sorrows. It must be acknowledged, they considered in Christ, need 
not express any sorrow — they being saved in Him with an everlast- 
ing salvation. As it respects their state when admitted to Heaven, 
then all tears will be wiped from their eyes — the L&mb in the midst 
of the throne will feed them, and load them to fountains of living 
waters, and they will sorrow no more at all. Thus the promise will 
be as then fiiltilled. But as this proiuise, ** and they shall not sorrow 
^y more at all," belongs to a time state, I conceive the complete ful* 
filiiient of it, is to be looked for in, and under, the spiritual reign of 
Christ. When the elect Jews being called, and they fully reinstated 
in ihcir own land, aud ail the Lord's purposes and promises respect- 
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ing; them accomplished^ then in both a temporal and spiritual sense, 
these words will be fully completed, '< and they shall not sorrow any 
more at all." May the Lord, if.it please him, bless the feeble attempt 
.of speaking to you in this very plain and easy manner, from the text » 
What is mine, may the Lord forgive. What is the Lord », may he 
bless. And may you see so much into the person, love, and salvation 
of Christ; and so view and review the victories and tciumphsof Jesus, 
over all his and your enemies, as most clearly to believe ther^ can 
be no reason why they should sorrow any more at alL 
The. Lord Mess his Truth. Amen. 



GLEANINGS OF A SABBATH DAY. 

Fo9 lam not ashamed of the Gospel of Christy for it is the potver of 
God unto salvation to every one that believeth, to the Jew firsts and 
also to the Greek ; for therein is the righteousness of God revealed, 

. from faith to faith, Rom* i. 16, 17. 

1st, To notice the Gospel, 2nd, The reason why Paul was not 
ashamed of it ; because *' it is the power of God unto salvation.*^ 
3dly, The Great £nds. 

Ist, The Gospel. It is called the Gospel of His Grace, because it 
originates in Grace ; is a revelation ol'pure grace, opens up its nature, 
properties, influence and effects. Grace is the gr^nd subject matter 
of it, and grace reigns through the whole. It is called the Gospel of 
Salvation, as it shews it in its origin, provisions, and the execution 
of it ; as the Gospel opens the love that reigns in it, the wisdom 
that shines in it, the power displayed in it, the honors of grace ^nd 
justice that harmonize in it; the Agent that wrought it, the Spirit 
that reveals it, the faith that embraces it, and the whole glory 
secured to God by it, with aH its connected favours^ — It is 
called the Gospel of Peace, as it shews the high contractihg par- 
ties engaged in it; the peace-making deed of satisfaction; the 
immutability of. it, the impossibility of war again with all the 
great benefits that flow from friendship with Heaven. But here it 
is called, " The Gospel of Christ,'' inasmuch as it developes all hi» 
inherent, native, essential^ and infinite glories, as the Father*s equal; 
his independent honors in Godhead, with afl the majestic blaze of his 
refulgent excellencies, as God over all ; as it is a revelation of his^ 
royal dignity, his high exaltation, his pre-eminent glory, and incon- 
ceivable greatness as the Son of God. The Gospel is a sacred open- 
ing of the pristine glory and primitive honors of the God-Man ; it is 
the Gospel that throws up the curtain of past time, and discloses the 
only begotten in the bosom of the Father, as his Con-sociate and 
Near one, as the Father*s delight and bright reflection of his invisible 
glory ; as it unfolds hini in all his meditorial glory and priestly dig- 
pity; yea, it is an exhibition of his heart, the index of his thoughts^ 
the epitome of his designs. It is a divine portrait of his character^ 
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a copy of his mind, a revelation of the dis|>lays of his iDimit&Ue 
love, the sovereign acts of his kindness, his unalterable regards ; the 
condescensions of his favor, the purity of his movements, the in- 
estimable glories of his transactions as the Day's Miiq Redeemei^ 
with all the unutterable wonders of his death, the iriuinphs of his 
rising, the glories- of his reign, and the extent of his dominion, anil 
all the ten thousand wonders connected with his unchanging person, 
in the ties of unalterable love to the Church. 

The Gospel is called, a Treasure. O its unfathomable mines, iti 
exhaustless stores, its infinite resources! O how.it enriches .the 
possessor : he that has it has an everlasting supply. It is an all-en- 
riching possession ; he that has it, is eoriched for ever. 

It is set forth as the most delightful harmony. *' Blessed is the 
people that know the joyful sound.'' How welcome to the sinner, 
wbo sees his native helplessness, and feeli9 his personal vileness, is 
the suitability and freeness of the all flowirig Gospel. 

It is set forth as a feast, " a feast of fat things," for its plenitude, 
variety, and the fr^e welcome of its guests. ^ Here, are all the pro- 
visions of heaven, the gifts of love, the handings forth of infinite kind- 
ness, the precious things of glorious grace, . with all that God could 
entertain us with, Christ could bring forth, and the Holy Ghost 
reveal. 

It is set forth as a wardrobe. Here the great wardrobe of heaven, 
b thrown open to view, the ornaments of salvation exhibited, the 
perfect and everlasting righteousness of the God-man is revealed to 
the self-stripped, seeking sinner. 

O glorious donation of heaven, gift of love divine, blessed revela- 
tion of the covenant love of the eternal Three ; thrice blessed mirror, 
in which 1 see the suitability of my Lord's blood and justifying 
righteousness, to meet me in all my state of spiritual pauperism. 
S^ndly, Why was Paul not ashamedof it? ** It was the power of God 
unto salvation." It is not the power of God strictly speaking, but it 
is the glorious channel through which sovereign energy is exercised ; 
it is the glorious vehicle of conveying truth to the mind ; it is the 
power of God as the means of instruction, and also of consolation. 
The power of God is displayed in the ministration of it ; this makes 
us not ashamed of it. We see its preciousness, are led into its vitality 
and glory, and appreciate its value ; not to the whole world, but all 
who through sovereign ordination believe, that are circumscribed by 
the lines- of electing love, and are under the gracious eye of the Lord 
the Hply Ghost. " To the Jew first," The Jews were apt to think 
the salvation was confined to them. But *' also to the Greek, for 
therein is the righteousness of God revealed, from faith to faith.*' 

1st. The essential righteousness of Godhead in the claims of 
justice, and the honors of law. Now the rectitude of his nature was 
revealed, wlieu his wrath was poured out on the Surety of Zion, for 
all their millions of offences. We see the righteousness of God in 
his law, but the grand revelation and opeh display of it, was on 
Mount Calvary. It is the Gospel shews the vindication of God's 
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wn itt aSl its dative gloi^, revealed in the Gospel.. . ^ 

2iid. The na/ttraiTnghteousDess of , Christy wl\icb is personally: hifi 

own. This is revealei^ in the go^pell lies ^t the bottom of aU hi^ 

oid stamped .his' atooem^nt yith 



actions, gave wort& to his Heeds, anc 

infinite worth.. . , ...;>»> 

3rd, The g-/0rtott« righteonsneais be wrought out for his Church* 
Irhe Gospel reveals its properties, abews its eternal excellence,. the 
Father*s approval of it, the Spirit s application of it, the saints ctc^lig^jt 
in it, and eujo^^ment of it. . ., , • . .. /.''.' 

. It is revealed from. " faith to, faith,**^ from, the testimony on ih^ 
Scripture page (o the heart, froni one degree of faith to another. 

To the Editor of the Spiritual Mapizint^ • ^ - 

•Sir,- ••; \ "■■•••• "._ "'.;'. 

Ihave before me the first five Numbers of your publication > ^n(i 
must congratulate you upon the prospect^wliich evidently holds itself 
forth to your view of success, under the influence of the Eternal Spirit^ 
i rejoice thiat, in this day of literary greatness and human wisuonv 
when we have teeming from the Press in copious abundance the noxi« 
bus influences and pestilential vapours of human merit and free will, 
to the debasement of our adorable Jesus, and the exaltation of poor 
puny worms of the earth, that ' ' The Spiritual IVf agazine*' has boldly 
taken its stand oii original ground; ground, "Bir, which the Ho^ 
Apostles, and the glorious Army of Martyrs, and, in truth,, all the meek 
and lowly followers of the Lamb in all ages of the wq.rld, have not be^^: 
ashamed to tread ; but which, in this polite age, when, ,as John Bun^^aqi 
expresses himself, *' Religion walks in her silver slippers ;'^ so that 
the child ireii of the kingdoni even have been aff'rijghted out of their old 
jpathst* The motto of your Miscellany is, '* Contend earnestly for th» 
faith once delivered to the Saints;'* one more appropriate could not 
have, been selected. May^ you, Mr. Editor,, be euahled to ^q on to 
mairitaln your ground against the Powers. of Darkness,, building up 
the saints in their most holy fsiith ; and comforting and consoling t^i^ . 
feeble-minded and weak of the flock.. . * .^A 

If you approve of the following feeble effusion being throwii int0 , 
your Treasury, with a single eye to the glory of the God-Mani, to thi^ 
advancement of the Redeemer'^ I{:ingdoui, and the exposure of one of 
the vilest heresies of the pre8ent'day,.viz. human gerjection ; they are 
yours to command. 1. remain«Mr> Editor, 

YoUPs in the bonds of the everlasting Cpvenant, 

London, September lOth, 1894; . . . A SINNER.; 

^ 02f HUMAlf i^ERFECTIpN. ; 

I really canqot upderstand what is meant by human, or cb^sliaQ, ' 
perfeotipR;. only as the Churcihia perfect, Goq^idjei^ . in her- great 
Head,, tihe. Lord. Jesiis; as the Apo»tle Paul ^kjtk^Church at Co- 
loss^e,. ** ye. are C9mplete in hm,' If. we ace- to j^eajk. perfection kiihc 

VoL.1.— No. 8. H H _ 
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trtkturt; if, as we ate tbld» a^M that from the pulpit, the idw 
l^^iB^of sin is to.be rooted out:' I would ask, what need have those 
^isharacters of tUe daily, hourly, yea, constant application, of the 
btece-speaking blooci of Emmanuen How is a spiritual, and hn 
CiDceasing wanare to be maintained and kept up, inconsequence 
of the Qew. man which is created in righteousness and true holiness ? 
a|id whatf^ni I U> understand by the Apostle*s assertion, that the flesh 
llisieieh against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh ; and that 
iiheae iw<r are contrary the one to the other ? The Arminians tell ns, 
tipat if we pray hard and mightily, oflr old man wilt be patched up 
md toreddea; and that it is bur own fault if we be not more holy to- 
day than we were yesterday. Is not this one of those strong delusions 
which we are told are to be sent — that thev should believe a lie ; 
that they all may be damned that obey not the truth ? Believer in 
Jesus ! thou who art taught by the teaching of God the Eternal 
Spirit, let me ask, is there a day passes that thou dost not feel thy 
|ieart it deceitful above all things^ yea, desperately wicked; and that 
yftitti the Eternal Spirit discovers to thee the secret chambers of ini- 
quity which are there concealed, canst thou lay any claim to perfec* 
tion, or to innate holiness? Is there a season in which thou dost not 
feel the need of the application of the soul-cleansing, heart- purifying 
blood of Jesus — the sinners iriend? The sensibly lost and ruined 
sinner*s only hope and refuge? Blessed Emmanuel t what a mercy 
that when thy feeble ones have tried all other physicians, to the 
suending of all their supposed gold, silver, and substance, and feel 
that they are worse than before ; and are compelled by the power of 
diVine grace to come to thee just as they are. Just as filthy, just as 
vile — without any preparation, except a feeling sense of th«r need, 
and which thou thyself dost impart to all thy blood-bought family ! 
lyhatietn unspeakable mercy, that even then, dear Jesus, thou dost 
libt turn them away, but speakest comfortably to them. For my part, 
M^r Editor, whatever the disciples of Arminiiis may tell us, when they 
tere ehdeavdnring to inculcate the doctrine of Christian perfection and 
innate hofmess, I feel myself just as vile this moment that 1 am writ* 
ing, as I was when there was no warfare, but every thing very agreeable 
and comfortable to me ; but, as Paul experienced, when the command- 
nient came, sin revived, and I died to all hope that ever I could satisfy 
Moses, or quench the flames of ^ Mount Sinai. I gave up all hope of 
iiaving a good heart; and however the specious and the formal profes- 
sor may sneer, so for from thanking God that I was not this man or 
that'man/t felt the same seeds of death, the same vile and evil propen- 
sities to commit all manner of wickedness to be in me, as ever any 
t>f the race of Adam*s have been left to commit ; yes, the same seed 
is -in the bt east of the whole fallen race. But here let me pause and 
ask, who maketh thee to differ ? I said the same evil propensities 
txht in all the blood-redeemed family of Jehovah ; and this they are 
taught to know, more 6r less, sooner or later, by the Almighty 
teaching of the third PiBrson in the glorious Trinity. But how is it that 
. they'do not break o^t? Not any thing could prevent the growtb of 
this seed, or itsripeaing into peifcction ; what, not our goin) hearts I 
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^e : Wtial, not the holinets of our old man ? no ; Wbal, not onrlon^ 
prayers and our fast'mgs, and the mortifying the deeds of the biHijf.liif^ 
Behever in Jesus! you who are taught to know, that m yon, :t|i$kt is 
in your flesh, there d\i*eHeth no gs^od thin^ ; foe it is to you 1 am a4- 
dres^ing myself; ' you know that if it had not been for the sovereif^q^ 
rich, free, and constraining grace of ieliovahJeaus, thy husband, bro- 
ther, friend ; and that by the power of God the Eternal Spirit sub- 
tduing thy corruptions and keeping tliem iinder, as thou fi&eJest t(hej 
boil and bubble up day by day : 1 say, were it not for «thi8, wherp 
would have been the difference even outwardly between thee and ihe 
vilest of Adam's race. My brethren, no longer se^k for perfection in the 
old man, who i« corrupt according to his deeds, &c. for there tho|i 
wilt never find 4t; but look to. thy new man which is created 19 
righteousness and trile holiness, even Christ formed in thy heart the 
hope of glory ; for in him dwelleth all -the perfection thou sland^st 
in need ot in time, through time, and to all eternity^ ^ . 

May jou, Mr. EclUor, may I« with all ^he blood-bought family of 
Jehovah- Jesus, be ibund in bin not having our righteousness, nojt 
l)eing-cJ|othed in our own holiness ; but being viewed in the Pei:so|i 
of Emn^anuel, and standing complete in him from before all worldv^ 
at length meet arouHd the throne. , 

l^hen shall our love and joy be full. 

And feel a warmer flame ; 
And sweeter voices tune the song. 

Of Mosea and the Lamb. 



MELANCTHON ON GRACE. 

Gracedoeth sigaifie the fre acceptation and mercy of Gpd^ pro^ 
mysed to uft for Christ's »ake, wherewith is joyned the gift of the 
.Holie Ghost, as witnesseth Paul noroans 5th chap. Howe macbis 
more the grace of God and Ibe^yft in grace, by the which grace is ua- 
derstanded the be reconciliation, and by the gy fte in srace is menie the 
gyfte of the Ualie Ghost, with the reoewynge and begynnyog of a. 
newe and eternal lyfe. For in the forgiueness of sinne is conisyned 
the gyfte of the Holie Ghost. It is the prophane and uogodlyc 
philoaophie of the Pelagians to be detested, whyche holdeth opynioa, 
that without ihe ofneration of the HoUe Ghost meane are 'made 
the iOBiies of God aad lieyres of lyfe eteraaL Oftentymes therfore 
under the vocable of Grace, is signified the helpe and woorke of the 
UoiieG^ost, ^ut the pryncypal aygnification of Grace is .fre ac- 
.ccptation. as is aaid,. Paul by Gbace obteyned remission of synne, 
bcyage as much to s^.e as Paul for Christ'a sake obteyned forgive-' 
jiess of syiuM;. WheiteK»Ke the Monkysbe aadPopyshe enpositiofi* is 
jcleanto becefused* which inventynge and devisynge a deckracion 
cleaaeisontKaKf to the mindeof Paul saying that 1^ grace we do 

. * Grace after ibe P^vste's doctrin doth signifie veitves anjd good qu^lyUei 
wbiche are in a man as when we tays be i» a gracions maa, wHick ii fall of ^00^ 
^eifeg. . ' *■ 
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yrarchase femisstOB of 8inn« which is as they saye for our own 
▼eriues. 

And Ihat grace doeth signtfie the reconciliation and fre acceptation 
pi*oni!sed for Christ's sake, many sayinges of the Scriptures do bear 
witnesse. As, Ye are nut under the lawe but under grace, perceyyyn^ 
that the juste raauj thoughe, he be not cleane and pure from ail sinne, 
yet is not accused because he is under grace, that i^ to saye, accepted 
and pleasaunte to God for Christe's sake. For he wyl not that 
inaiine*6httll thynke faimselfe accepted and pleasuante to God for his 
own veriues and good qualities : but onlye for Christens sake« as^ Paul 
^mans ivth chapter. Therefore by faith and throwe grace that 
the promyse myght be made fynne, certaine, and stable. Cure owne 
Qualities add vertues cannot make our conscience certayne of re- 
mission of sinne, but only for the fre mercy promised for Christ. 
Wherefore: for this place, the gloseofthe Popyshe secte, teachynge 
that gi^ace. doeth signifie pur owne vertues, is farre unmete and 
Hothynge agreable. The 5th chapter to the Romaynes witnessethe 
the sjgtlfesame sayehge. Whereas sinne was moste aboundant : there 
uras grace moste plenteous, that 'is, the fre mercye ofOod did then 
«hyii!^inost clear, when the greatnesse of our sinne is most perceaved 
and sene. We also then do feel that for none of our owne nierites we 
do obteyne pardon and remissipii of synna hot ibr Christe. And to the 
Ephesians 1st chapter, Predestyayage vstbrpwe /esus Christ : after 
the plesure of hys wyl to the praisynge of the glorye of hys grace : 
meanynge none other thynge by these wordes^than tjiat the fre mercye 
of God, not our vertues oute to be commended and praysed. And 
to the Galatians 2nd chapter, I do not condemne and disprayse the 

frace of God, for if so be that our justice is of the kwe, then Christe 
ath suffered in vayne. He saith not, I do commend and host my- 
aeif of my vertues and perfectnes: but I am prowde {sayeth he) of 
the mercye of God : whereby 1 do believe throwe the deth of Jesu 
Christ Ihat'God is mercyfuR to me.- And to the isetond •Epistle to the 
Thessaloniaas 2nd chapter, He gave us good hope' in grace. He 
bidden us not hope and trust in our vertiies, bdt in the fre mercy 
of God, promised for Chri«te's sake. And to the Hebrewes the 4th 
chapter, Lette us drawe nere with a sure truste and coiMfidence tiatb 
the throne of grace, that h of the m.ercy ^iiche is' ptomyted. * It is 
evident by this to se that by grAde is not mefite' our Owne vertues. 
To be short, what this word Grace after the Hebfewe phraaie doeth 
aignifie al learned menmi do6th know. Whiche tnanner of sjpeakmg 
observed it is easyc to know th^ signification of th^ voeabfe. There 
if no man ako so igaorante and blindf"* but that ktiowetii thatPanl 
for none other cause dyd incolcate and beat intl» our heads' this 
vocable grace, tha^ Ihat we should be «nrelye p^iraded that we are 
acceptable t?a God; for ChHsfeV sak£, and not for owne vertues. 
Whidiesenoe and nMfany ng, by llheyir darty gidses ^d wrast^nges,: is 
deane invecledj tc^ichyiige. that we ^are justified bf graice, iAkkt n lb 
aaye, by our owne vertues. It is also to be noted that in this worde 
Grace doeth lye hyd a/^artj^cul exclusive, whiclic as Ihave'sayde 
. 'Qiuct'^be dylygently observed. Forth^se wordes gratis froftgt 
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'Vkrigtns, (Ihatls) fnt\y for Christe, doeth ibake the difference b^^ 
twene the La we and the Gospell. And albeit that I do speak thus 
muche of thys worde exclusive, T do not meane tliat repehtaunce for 
our sihnes mth other vertues should be excluded, but onelye the con* 
dicion of the dignitie and worthin^sse of our nierites, that the fearfiil 
conscience may have a fifkne and strong comfort in Christe. For 
all OUT promises of remission of sin &c. without we db adde and in- 
clude this worde frelye, they be unsavourye'and uothinge pUasant. 
All men wbich do make theyr invocation and call on the name of 
God shall be saved. To the whyche wordes, if I should join titese 
wordes (yf tliey be worthy) theyr mindes shulde be' thereat astouned 
and mad^ affrayed. Wherfore the Gospell doeth cry put alotid this 
Worde» irely, that thou maist call on Hym, yea, though tbou art; un- 
worthy. For throwe Christ all they which caR on the Lord shafl b^ 
saved. Moreover the Psalmyst sayeth> With the Lord is mercy. If 
I shulde saye towarde them whiche be worthy, in what case wulde 
the poor conscience stande, it n^ulde ^unue away for ' fear if it coulde 
tell whither. Finally, the Gospell wylleth that by Ibis worde Grace, 
shuld be understanded the fire mercy of l^od promised for Christe. 
As though he wulde say, nye not awaye, but drawe neare unto 
the Lord, and receive with fayththe gyfte offered unto the. For 
God wili'frelye for Christe forgive u^, whiche decree is certayne apd 
immutable: if there be an^e whiche do doubte in tbat, whatsoever 
they be, they do great injury and despyte to the Sonne of God : 
whiche is the only pledge of ibis promUe whiche promise. by faydi 
must be receaved. . . ' 

Theise worde^s have I rehersed the oftener, bycause it maketh 
muche for the purpose, that thys exclusy ve be kuowne of all men, 
whereby they ;leame to knowe wel what difference is betwene the 
Law'e and the Gospell. And that yerfuouse mindes and faythful 
hertes maye thynk verilye that they have a sure and substancial 
comfort offered unto them, that they maye ryse up theyr^selfes unto 
fayth and invocation in the tyme of all theyr hard businesse and 
daungers. For in our daylye troubles this fay the niust be practised 
and put in use. Neyther the Gospell without t\w»e exercyses can- 
not be iinderstanded, no nor yc^t true prayer cannot \te made with- 
out this fayth. As Christ hymself wythesseth, sayinge, Whatsoever 
you shall aske the Father in my name, that is wi:th a sure trust 
and confydence of my name, I will perfourme it. Here may you 
see how farre the (ihrystian invocation ^nd prayer doeth clyffer and 
pass the prayer of the £thny ekes. 

For they prayiiige hie in doubt, #beliierGod I'egMrdethe the prayer 
of man, whether God be moved and- hath cooiiiMsion on mannes 
calamities, yea or nay. On this mamier to pray and to make thyne 
invocation, thou doest DOtliynge elies but diahondur and displease 
God. And yet-fer all th%i thus coatvineUoin tiad .spiteful are the 
invocations of the wicked, .beyinge feaaghfte and learned of the Monk- 
yshe and.Romyshe hypocrites to make theyr prayen^. with dubitation 
and mistruste, wfancb is a thynge most desperate* Agaynst the 
whiche most wicked opinicin We iuust pOnder and '\ky the sentences 
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oC Paoly Remans 5th chapter. By him (meaDing Christ) we have 
free passage and way in fay the. And to the Ephesians 5th chapter. 
Thro we whom we may boldly by fayth in bym to come uye. And to 
the Romans 8th chapter. Which syttynge on the right hande of God 
doeth continttellye prey for us. Therefore no man can* come to God 
but throwe this Mediator and Bysbop which beareth our prayers to 
him without any stoppeor lei of any other. And to the Romaynes 
10th chapter. Howe can, they call on hym on whome they beleve 
not? James also teache^, Lett the manne ask in Fathenot doubt- 
ing. And Matthew 21^, Whatsoever you ask in your prayer be- 
lieving you shall have it. Therefore the way to make thy servyce to 
God and worshyppjAg of hym trewe, perfect and plesaunt, and also 
acceptable, is of necessitie to learne to knowe thys doctryne of fayth, 
and mercye, whiche is gyves frely. 



SPIRITUAL INTERCOURSE. 
My dear Brother, 

In the indissoluble bonds of Christiaf^love, and unify of the Church 
of God in Christ, Grace be unto you, and Peace from God our Father, 
and the Lord Jesus Christ^ whoiii^ having not seen we love ; in whom, 
though now we see him not, yet believing, we rejoice with joy un- 
speakable and full of glory ; receiving the end of our faith, even the 
salvation of our souls ; to whom be adoration and praise for ever and 
for ever. Amm* 

. I hope yoli and yours are in perfect health and prosperity in things 
pertaining to the present life, and your labours in the Lordi vineyard. 

As to my own bodily health, and that of my vrife, it is not, with 
either of us, by any means perfect; but it is of the Lord's mercies, 
that we are favoured with any portion of it; since we might, most 
justly, have been aiBicted in body, and still left destitute of a know- 
ledge that we shall, ere long, quit our clay tabernacles — rendered 
Irail as .they are through sin — and inherit a house not made with 
hands, eternal in the Heavens ! I feel much pleasure in being enabled 
16 inform you, that my wife^s tranquillity of mind, and her enjoyment 
of the things which pertain to her better interests, appear to be well 
established ; and as to myself, I can truly say, it is my desire to de- 
part and be with Christ, which is far better; nevertheless, I trust I 
shall be enabled to wait patiently until my change come in the Lord's 
appointed time: though sometimes, I am induced to say. 

Lord I when shidl I resign my breath. 
And qvit this world of shi and death. 

To dwell with thee in heaTen ? 
How long shall I belomr remain. 
Ere 1, through thee the conquest gain, 
- And all my bonds be riven ? 

Beset with snares and foes, abound, 
Ifindiihardioketpmfpoui^ 
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And' live for nought but tbee ! 
I long for liberty and life ; 
Oh ! burst my chains, and end the strife ; 

Lordi make me wholly free 1 

But 1 would wait thy righteous doom, 
• My God ! until thou bid me come. 
Where thou uuveil'st thy face : 
X Make me thy will with patience wait; 
Oh ! keep me humble at thy feet ; 
Still manifest thy grace f 

Yutr, my dear Brother, know m^ deafneu deprives me of the 
pleasure of participating in the benehts of Public worship ; and coa- 
sequently, cannot derive aay instruction from Preaching; I am there- 
fore, if I may use the expression, obliged to prtach to myself: and. 
blessed be God for his distinguishing grace, t)iis he ieoabks loe 
to do, and I am happy to say, I derive great benefit from it. I have 
but one tent to preach upon all the year through ; nor should I have, 
or need Any other. Lam sure« were my days extended to the age of 
Methuselah ; and that text is but one word, namely, ** Jesus/* Thli^ 
] fiud, is suited to all seasons, and every occasion, however diversl* 
fied. His Person, his doctrine, his example, the cause and effect to 
his Church, of his sufferings and death, his mediation, and tb^ glory 
uf his kingdom, furnish themes ever new, of endless variety^ and^vec* 
lasting importance. But the branch which at present engages mj 
particular attention, is, bis beiag an Exemplar to his people^ 

Are they despised on account of their birth? Jesus was bora in 
a stable ! Or on account of poverty ? Jesus had not where to lay 
his head ! Or the meanness of appearance ? Jesus appeared as a 
servant ! Or as despicable in the sight of men of the world ? Jesus 
was despised and rejected of men ! Are their characters wrongfiiUj 
aspersed? Jesus was acsused of associating with gidttons, and 
drunkards, and the vilest of the people ! Are their words wrested? 
jesus was said to be a mover of sedition wherever he went ! Are 
their actions misrepresented?. Jesus was said to be mad, and had 
thfe assistance of Beelzebub in performing the kindest oiiioes 
towards the afflicted, and distressed ! Are they forsaken by those 
who profess to be their friends? Jesus was betrayed by onediscij^e* 
denied by another, and forsaken by the rest ! Indeed, it is not 
possible for his followers to meet with any trial which may not re- 
iniud them of some part of the history of their Lord and Master; 
who stffftredfor vs, having «« an example, that we should follow Mm 
lUfps ; who did no sin, neither was ^Uile fouud in his mouth ; when 
Ike was reviled, reviled not again ; wheu he suffered, he threatened 
uot. . . , . 

Though he taught as ou.e having authoHfy, he aecommodi^ed his 
instruction to the meanest capsieity. ' He weiit about doing good ; 
sufferinfiT hujjger, thirst, fatigue, reproach, persecution, and the niOst 
i^nt'uiuious and painful death. And, as an Exemplar, has left his 
people a patterof which it b thejj pri\nlege to follow^ through evil 
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f«port and good ! Thus I preach to myself; but I do not presmiie 
to dictate how you should preach to others. I kno^ my subject is 
good, although I may be deemed awkward in elucidating it ; bat I 
am glad to sa^, I understand it much better than I can explain it. 

My wife joins me in Christian love to you and yours, and un- 
fcignediy I subscribe myself your, unworthy Brother, 

From J. B T, to A SON OF JESSE. 



THE IMPLACABLB MALICE OF WICKBD MEN, AGAINST 
PROFEI^SORS OF THE GOSPEL. 

Felix, £ai4 of Warten burgh, one of the Captains of Charles V. 
swore in the presence of divers at supper, ** That before he died, he 
would ride up to the spurs in the blood of Lutherans !'^ but God soon 
cooled his courage; for, that very night, he was choked and 
strangled in his own blood ! After Jolm Hass was burnt; his ad- 
verssiries got his heart, which was left untouched by the fire, and beat 
it with their slaves : and the bones of Martin Bucer, and F^ulus 
Fagius were taken up and burnt, after they had a long time been 
buried in silence ! O the desperate madness, and malice of all per- 
secutors, such as burn in anger against the godly ! It was St. Paul's 
prayev, that he might be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men; 
the word is^ absurd m^n, such as put themselves upon ways of opposi- 
tion agakist all reason and common sense : nay, such is their rage 
apd bilteraess of spirit, that it makes them break all bonds of huma- 
nity, and go against laws or any thing, so as they may but torment 
ihei dear servants' of God. - . 



^ GQD PQTU NOT ONLY PELIV^H^ BUT ALSO COMFORT HIS 

CHILpJflEN. 

The eagle doth sometimes carry her young ones, only from a 
dangerous to a safer nest ; sometimes she rouseth them out of their 
sloth, 'and directs them where they may find their prey. Even so 
dealeth- God with his children; he freeth them from danger, and 
bringeth them to comfort. He did not only bear the Israelites on 
the eagles' wings of protectioh, which shewed a deliverance from 
evil ; btft he brought them to himself, which shewed a bestowing of 
goodr- 

NO QUIETNESS IN THE SQUL TII«ii IT COMB TO CHRIST. 

Nkaula, the Queen of Sheba* could never be quiet in her own 
country, till she came to Solomon ; but when she saw his glory, and 
heard his wisdom, then her heart failed her, she had enough, she 
eould desire to see and hear no more. So the soul of a true 
Christian, can never be quiet in the strange country of thiii world, 
till it come to Christ, the true SoiomoUi the King and Prince of Peace 
cternaU r 
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ON GOSPEL liXHORTATIONS, 

Thb Gpd-Man Redeemer ii^ the Everlasting Father of his beloved 
familj. He hath^ in tlie Covenabt, ordered iik all thiligs, sltid in the 
oofokiings of its ridli proyisiods, proved hid relationi^hip to them id 
the endearing character. From the entrance of the Church into her 
Wildernesiil slate, throughout all ttgeis/ the Father of his Pe6ple haill 
displayed the kiii<f offices of this, his relative name, itapm^ is that 
peopie, that isin meh a ease; happy u that people^ whose Uod is the 
Lord} 

• Of the v^ry many profitable liessons gi^eii f6r the in^ttuctidn oi^ the 
redeemed fdmHy, a conspicuous portion ai'e thode Which t^nd tothei^ 
Riproof and Correction. And the divine method which t^i'e Vails lu 
the Oracles of Truth, and is rendered capitble of effecting the in« 
tended design, in great part consists of Exhortiition. Before pro- 
ceeding to notice some of the more prominent features of spiritual 
mstruction conferred by this means, we will advert to the abuses io 
which Gospel Exhortations are subject. 

Fkst. There are persons (and thdi' fiiimbei' bv no means small) 
who, pfofessing to bfe impelled by superior re^drd for the moral in^ 
fiuencfes of the Gospel, sacrifice in ihe ma^s its spiritual iifiport ana 
effiiicts. Like Pharoah's dhariois, they drttg on he&Vily lii their peribdi- 
eal laibdm ; and fr66i th^ lis^nessess that siccrue^ id themselves th iti6 
iBceasant drudgery, may be discovef^df £he lifelesshess of those wh4 
pfofeas to^)tecUte the dutiei requir«^d df ttiem. But, as with the 
Egyptian Uuskma^t^rs, they may toil, and drive, and torture; but 
they eatf liltttish thefir /a^^reri^ With no materials (o work withal.— 
Sseemdljf. There aire those who profess, for the Scriptures' sake, U 
lay down th^ pdnciples oii which the Christiaii is to act; bnt when 
they take the Exhortationi^ iA hdnd and commedbe their enfbrcement| 
first principles utte all lost sight of, in the niidt of false zeal ; and 
Ood'd truth is sacrificed to the puny efforts df human agency. — 
Theie^ itre foand nlost f>rwaTd' in advising FVofeifsofs of tlie G6s)>ef. 
that the main pillars of the Temple 6f Truth should be bidden, aiid 
only iM otitWof k^ made visible. The^e dte they who asseirt, that iM 
BovcfTtfigiity of Jefh^vafif's love shodld be CdutiOOsly brou^t into no- 
ireci, lest men take oecasidii to live as tbey list, tlle^e airie' they whd 
'< Tfarink it- ndt desiMble th^t the Doctrine df £iection should be 
handled with too great fre'qnency in the pulpit;*' yet they add, ^' ft 
Vttght celtainly fo fdfm at part of ministerial teach ingV^ These 
nM* tbey Wlk> underV^lne, yea, tread uuder foot the blood df the 

* 8ee Evan. Mag: 4^ AUg, p. 355,' nrhere alsd, ihe «< £vai>g^iic2A'' fidltdr eV^ 
gwily tenus the sentiment we ar^endeilyoarfnif tsr^Hforcfe/'^ i^tSn^Mn fttiiiitff'' 

Vol. 1.— No. 8. I j 
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Son of God, by calling the dead in treggpasses and sins to the exer^ 
eise of spiritual ' repentance ; — that require of those who are not 
quickened into spiritual life to exercise the gift of faith.— Thirdly. 
There are those who do hold the truth in righteousness ; who nitnis* 
terof the things of God from an understanding and enjoy men t of theia 
in their own souls: yea, and in other respects, live to th^ praise of him* 
who hath called them, — who mis-use the Exhortations of the Gospel. 
This direct charge we fearlessly maise, in reference to persons who are 
ambitious of being considered Ministers of the Gospel, from a deter- 
mination, as much as in us lies, to rescue the faithful discharge of the 
jyiinisterial office from causeless reproach. There are many Ministers 
of the Sanctuary whose constant labors, both by the pen and in the pul- 
pit, exhibit a scriptural use of Gospel Exhortations, and who are, not- 
withstanding, falsely accused of neglecting, or setting them at nought. 
We are living witnesses of sueh a reproach unremitiagly following One» 
Whose spiritual exercises are, and long have been, made profitable to 
ourselves^ And the alone source of the calumny is this, that the 
]Lord*a faithful servant addresses the Gospel admonitions to the Lord's 
family, pursuing the unvarying line of distinction the Lprd himself 
hath marlied, between those who know him, and those who know 
him not. But we repeat, we include in this our third charge, all 
those (and, we hope, their number is few) who needlessly give 
occasion for .(he enemies of the glorious Gospel to exclaim: — 
'^ These high doctrinalists, preach only to established Believers T* 
** Their Ministry is suited to none but such as have been led in the 
same path as themselves T Or (reproachfulfy) '* These men make 
their address to Saints only — not to Sinners !** You never hear them 
exhort to holiness of life, and to .seal in the cause of God ; they deal 
in .nothing but high things 1" — The indispensible auxiliary to a faith- 
ful discharge of the ministerial functions* which we propose to con- 
tend for, wUI, with the force^of David's sling, hurl to the ground the 
gigantic array presented aga'rast the Ambassadors of the Lord. 

We have said, that Exhortation is adopted as a prominent means 
in the Lord's Word, for the correction and reproof of the redeemed 
family ; and would argue thence, that it should appear a distinct 
feature in the ministrations of the Lord's servants. That we may be 
enabled to set forth the position in its simple and most forcible signi- 
fication, we will first state the plain meaning of the term : — To £x- 
UORT^M to incite by words, or any good actions. In the connmand' of 
•our adorable Lord, '^ Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gos- 
pel,'* all that the Gospel implies is assuredly enjoined on those who re- 
ceive the commission. The purport of the command ipay be clearly 
gathered from the instructions of St Paul to Timothy, (4th chapter.) 
^* Preach the word ; be instant in season^ out of season ; reprove, re- 
buke, exhort, with all long- suffering and doctrine." And the inspired 
saint solemnly charges his beloved Son to the prosecution of these 
liBportant duties, '* Before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, whoshalt 
judge the quick and the dead, at his i^ppearing and his kingdom !" 
Oh ! with what force ought this Apostolic appeal come home to the 
«<{onscieaGes of all who minister in holy things ! 
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By tb^ same argument that the Lord*s ministers are commanded 
4o be faithful, tn the proclaniatiou of tlie high and mighty privileged 
•of the Church, thev are required to enforce the incentives to the ex*- 
«rcise of the life o/ faith. Those incentives are neither scantily sup- 
plied in the volume of inspiration, nor of trK'ial import to the Church 
of God. The >q«eBtion immediately presents itself to the enquirer, 
"** Where lite the source of motive^o a good, i. e, a spiritual action?*' 
The direct reply necessarily is, " The bosom of him who hatli en- 
gaged to quicken into spiritual life, and to put the faculties of the 
new nature into aetion." But the Lord the Spirit, as he hath pur- 
posed to prove \kis eternal love by iiis life-giving power, hath also 
ordained the means by which he will execute the purposes of bis 
4ove. How shall they hear without a Preacher? Will the holy prin- 
ciples of t'he <3rospel be regarded, or, if regarded, will they be under- 
stood, if they be not proclaimed ? How then, can the holy precepts , 
of the Goiipel be appreciated^ if they be not inculcated also ? The 
precious truths of God, wherever received i{)to the heart by living 
faith, indispensiWy have a holy tendency. Sooner iihall the faint and 
thirsty traveller be u»refresfaed, by partaking of the unexpected 
stream, than that the sons of Zion remain uninfluenced by the be- 
dewing gnice of the Holy Spirit ! ' 

It is probable that many of the Lord's servants argue, that from 
the all-prevailing efficiency of divine operation^ enough is done oft 
their part when they have clearly described the heavenly Teach^r^i 
mode of instruction, and set forth the effects of his tuition, it h 
true, that so far as they have declared the counsel of God on those 
]ioihts, they have done all that is required they should do : for the 
Tendering the word preached effectual, is not theirs to do, but the 
lord's. Yet, inasmuch as the Lord the Spirit hath recorded other 
means of grace besides these, by which his truth is brought home to 
ifae soui, it is required that they have recourse to them, that the 
Lord may 4>le^s their use also. 

We tteither dispute (God forbid we should !) the communication of 
spiritual light and knowledge, without the intervention of second 
'Causes; nor are we insensible (God forbid we should be !) of the totttl 
"inefficiency of means merely human ;,— -and we may add, nor are we 
unconscious of the utter worthleasness of the best resolves, dictated , 
by religious zeal, and a ^llacious charity, for the spiritual ins tradi- 
tion of an immortal soul. The former, we triuniphantiy rejoice id, 
when it is the Lord*s pleasure unexpectedly to visit us with his gre«t 
salvation : the latter, we kre in the Lord's strength ever ready to con- 
tend for and prove; and to g^vo a reason for the kuowledge We 
possess, — with meekness and fear. 

Before ststting two or three instances in elucidation of this view 
of Gospel Exhortations, it may be necessary to repeat, thiit, asi tb€?y 
were inr the days of our Lord and his Apostles addressed solely Co 
the Lord's family, so ought they now to be : we enter not into the- 
-qneslion at this time. Why they should be addressed to none otb<$t^. 
L It is written of Jesus in the Gospel of St. Matthew, 9th bhap. 
iiwt baying. cotnue ''into his own cky/' he proceeded on the excclt^ 
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tipQ pf the purposes of his blessed mifsion. by tbe jii^Ffarm^tinpe of 
HHinerous piiracleg ; aod that by the energy of his o^n power aii4 

¥race, multitudes were fittracted which fqliowed ^ncj surrounded bim. 
he chapter closes by statiug, that Jesus looking, on tbfi i^iiUitudf^ 
was moved with couipassion towards tiiem, be(;;ause t,bey fi^ioj^ed i^n^ 
were scattered abrga^d ; and be turned to hU disciples aqd ^aiid» 
•« The harvest truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few j Pray ye 
therefore the Lor^ qf the harve-it^ that he mil send Jonth lahorert 
into hi^ harvest r The flock of God f« riow sc&^tej^e^ : tbey ar^ 
ws^ndering sheep over the face qf the whole ef^rtb. And though the 
Opf Shepherc) will call together his. ^heeip, aad efkclo^ ihem all » 
Ope Fold, aqd hatl) from eternity arranged the nianner in wbic^h they 
fball be collected^ and pass figain under the hapd&qf him th^t telletl^ 
theni; qotwit^stapdipg this, he exhorts bis DisoipleSi both tbosc 
then before biro, and their successors, Pf^y ye therefore the l^ord cf 
4he harvest! What then? Doth Je^us doubt th^ fulfilment of 
Covenant-engagements ? ^o. Is the n^isifion he undertook, too bard 
for his aconiplishment? No. Do the bowels of spotless bumaiiity 
iroil more tenderly. in behalf of his beloved fs^mily, thfin tboste of Cq- 
i^epant mercy ? No. . But, — Mi^rk the design. The Lord yeas %d- 
dressing his own Disciples : Then sqith he unto^ his DiscipleSj Preiy 
^^ Iher^ore — ^. Another series of questions mighl be ber« p«r- 
fued* Did Jesi^s need their pr^yers^ for the purpose of ivfliienoiiif 
his and the Father's design^ 1 Nq. Woi^UI ^ inor^ e^^tensive imA- 
yi^qtage accrue to the multHudes surrounding them« b^ Iheir HnUed 
Petitions ? Nq. Will the number of the sheep of Christ be increased 
by the Pi9ciples' obediepce to the command of the Lord? Moat 
luisuredly,— No. 

The fir?!, the fixed purpose of the divine will is, that |he redeeiiMed, 
though scattered flock, shall be gathered ; and among other i^jeaan 
for eflfecting tbi9> are the cxertiops of his ** Laborer^/* One part of 
the work which they are commanded to pursue, ia to beseech thie 
Great Shepherd that he will fulfil the good pleasure of hia will; and 
whether considered individually, or collectively, that he would nake 
use of thejD to bring about the glorious end fpr whieh bis w\\ ia pfc^ 
mulgatedf So tha^ in the conipletiqn of 1;he siovereign purpose* thr 
grand end is not qnore necessarily coj^nected with the eause, tbtiii 
are the means by which the gracious deterniin^tion is brought to 
pass. The design and it^ final results $ire no% mor« intimately alljedy 
than a^re intermediate cirpumstances to both* 

^ The L6rd informed tl^e Church in p^st ages^ and wider the ^wmfi 
9imilitude» in what man.per he bci|igs s^boMt the ajCcompiiabQaeiit of 
his purposed pleasure ; see Ezek. xxxvi. ^7. " Tbw? saith the JL«w^; 
I will yet for t^his, be enquired of by the house of Isriiiel lo do it for 
them; I w^ll increase, them with raein, likQ a ftook/' Foc the gathei- 
itig therefore the appointed numbei: of \j^e tprri/s femily, it is. iii- 
dnbitabiy certain a determinate nie^ns is, that on, tbiQ pqjrt of tb«se 
on whom a spirit of gr^c-e and suppjica.tioj? is po^riedl» prayer dhould 
be 9i«de tbft* th^t end be Qccoropjfehied. B^t. sMronge.v evidence in 
pjOOf «^9nff« ^, ^dy^ed^ thai^ tji^t of tlw fxh^Wioj^ of Jowa: 
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Prm^jfBtheiitf^re ike Lard of the hsrw9i; thai he wiil mml forik 
laborers into his harwst ! 

II., Other' Gospel Exhortations may he seieeted fW>m St* Pet«r*« 
general fpiatlei wbefein an abundance are gi\i$n to the aame efect* 
Ai He which hath called you ie holy^ so be ye holy^ in all manner of 
eonisereation, 1 Pet. i. 15. The Apostle in the 2nd, 3rd, 5t)], and dthi 
versc^, «tat6a tbe source and the certainty of the saint^s present meet-* 
n:ess for '* The Inheritance incorruptible;'* and aftemvarcls, in the 
sweetest 'terms, asserts the method by which the Prophets and others 
were broujght in past days to an understanding of the same precious 
truth. Knowing the tardiness of th« believer in his advancement 
in the knowledge of his privileges, the Apostle enjoins by an invin^ 
cible argument this exhortation, calling him to the exercise of prin- 
ciples, which as they are freely- bestowed, should be conspicuously 
displayed. 

Here again, the spiritual powers of the regenerate oharaoler are 
called into actipn, and not the corrupt principles of the unrenewed 
nature. And it ought not to give occasion for astonishment to suck 
persons, that an vnhumbled sinner cavils at, or rejects the proposif 
tion: for, tq the utiregenerate, whether they profess to reverence, or 
daringly despise the nan&e of Christ, it t« not given to know the 
mj^terieo oj the kingdom. It cannot be too often, nor too impres* 
sively repeated, that only the new-born soul is exhorted to these 
Gospel precepts. And though it be by union to their holy Head« 
that the membera of the mystical body are accounted holy, yet ^ere 
is no discrepance (as those who deny the doctrine assert there is) 
between the incapacity of the believer to perform of Himself spiritual 
aetioaa, and the Apostolic injuction : for by the selfsame medium 
which conveys the knowledge of the eternal and holy anion, is com- 
municated the power to live and to act holily. Neither does this 
view of the perfection of the Church in Christ, (as soine say tliat it 
does,) abate the force of the duty incumbent on all men to live soberly 
Md honestly : the Apoatle attests, that the maintaining of good works 
haalta necessary uses ; but so far from ili^ particular precept weak* 
ening the obligation of the general duty, we are constrained to say, 
that we know no available inducement for holy living, independently 
of this, and.th^l^ we dare not believe a si«^le iastaqce can be given 
of the charities of human life being properly exercispd^ when not 
grounded on this principle. 

Whether spiritqal commerce, he carried on between himself and 
bis Lord* or with his fellow saintSj^ the believer is eigoined in aU 
panner ^conversation to be holy. Does be prostrate himself at thq 
tbrone of graces I How needful the incitement* Thougb bi^ hear('a 
desire i9> ths^t he may meet hia Lord there, — what worldly-minded^ 
ne9», — what risings of corruptioiij^ — what impenetrable clouds o{ 
vnb^lief appear' to envelope him ! Some sweet worcji of .e:^b6rtatioi^ 
comes to his- reoB^inbrance : he cannot find wisdom or strength of 
his own to conform to its requirements; and what resource has bet? 
Ah! indeed, this he does; the Lord the Spirit, working by mi^ans 
of his own appointment, inspires the soul with a ^th's view of /esus. 
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Mud in him ike believer discovers aH perfection centered in*beh«lf of 
the Church, — yea, even fur himself, — and he is enabled to rejoice 
that at hi which hafh calied him is holy, $o he t« hofy The soul then 
launches forth into communion and fellowship with his Lord ; attains 
an understanding of the oneness subsisting between them ; utters the 
voice of praise and triumph ; and draws in abundant supplies of 
grace from him who is his Wiuiom, hit Rightummeu, his Saneiifi' 
caiiom, and hU Reilemptian, 

A similar train of ideas might be profitably pursued, in reference 
to the believer*8 intercourse with his brethren in the faith, his daily 
pursuits in the business of life, and in his walk and conduct before 
the world. 

The most striking conclusion we come to, from these observations, 
is the impossibility of the believer, possessed of the enjoyment of di- 
vine grace, and holding fellowship with The Father, through The 
Son, by The lioly Ghost, dishonoring the holy vocatieo wherewith 
be is called, by living in sin. The sovereignty of grace, when it reigns 
within, is such, that the heart, the conscience, and the life of the 
possessor, are each, and all governed by its influence. By a spiritual 
compulsion, the believer freely runs with enlarged heart, the way of 
God s commandments. In all bis pursuits, aud in all his actions, his 
study is to do all to the glory of his God. If there be numbered 
among the sons of men, incarnate fiends, who, pretending the 

. character of saints, boldly -pursue a course of determined iniqiiity ; 
the palpable fruit of such sin, undisguisedly proves the character 
sinning. But the unrenewed nature of the regenerate, though, like 
that of the unregenerate, '' Earthly, sensual, devilish, '*-^whengniee 
reigns it can no longer triumph : it My rage, but like the impriaooed 
wild beast, it roust not rule ; it will struggle, but as the subdued 
enemy, it cannot conquer. 

Finally, Whatsoever things are true, whaisoewr things are honesty 
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever 
things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report ^ if there bs 
any. virtue, a^d if there be any praise, think on thksr things. 



To the Editor of the Spintual Magazine. 

Mr. Editor, . 

. The perusal of the following Letter, which was written to an aged 
Lady in great affliction, has^ brought to recollection my great neglect 
of meditation on the work, sufferings, and death of our Lord. I 
think, many who fear God, are culpable of neglect of these profitable 
thoughts. If you approve of the Letter, and consider it worthy a 
place in your •• Spiritual Treasury," probably it may be the means 
of stirring some of our Lord's followers to contemplation on the suf- 
ferings which he endured, in accompltshhig the work of our redemp- 
tion. ■ ^ J- 

August AZ, 1824, 
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ON THE WORK, SUFFERINGS, AND DEATH OF 
OUR LORD. 

My d^r frieml aud beloved Sister, 

Mercy, love, and peace^from God the Father, and from our Lord 
Jesas Christ, and the copaforting influence of the Holy Spirit, be' 
with you, now, and evermore, /imen. 

• I have this evening beeh confined at home, and prevented from vt- 
siting you, and enjoying your agreeable company. This has been a 
trial to my faith,' but my thoughts have been employed on the suffer- 
ings of my kind friend. First, On the gteat afflictions which yon 
have endured lor a long season. Secondly, On the tribulations you 

had from , which I have noticed in my letter, dated 10th of April. 

Thirdly, From the care and burden of another's welfare. Fourthly, 
When you were in circumstances similar to the Psalmist, where he 
says, "I looked on my right hand and beheld, but there was no man 
^hat would know me ; refuge failed me ; na man cared for my soul."* 
Fifthly, From your long confinement from the Sanctuary. Thus I 
have been employed in meditating the complicated trials with which - 
the Lord has been pleased to exercise you. I 'have considered the 
first canse of ail our tribulations, they are the consequences of our 
sin, whieh is clearly revealed in Gen. iii. 15 to 20. I have also 
considered our bieissed Physician's prescriptions to heal all our dis- 
eases, Mnttfaew xi. 28, where he says, " Come unto me all ye tiiat 
labor abd are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.*' — Matt. -v. 41, 
'*' Blessed' are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted.** — Isaiah 
Ix. 20. <' The Lord shall be thine everlasting light, and thy G6d^ 
4hy glory* and the days of thy mourning shall be ended ; and God 
shall wipe away ^all tears from their eyes." — Rev, vii. 13, 14. *• What 
are these which are arrayed in White robes? these are they that are 
come out of gfeat tribulation.*' 

- After contemplating the lotoftribulations that it has pleased the Lord 
4ocast intoyour lap, atid Gompare<i thiem with the trials which have fallen 
to my lot, it pleased the Holy Spirit to bring to my mind the follow- 
ing scriptures, that I might see and enjoy the consolation, as weliiis 
endure the tribulation. There is a time to rejoice as well as a time 
to mourn ; God has set the one against the other. The following 
scriptures were greatly blessed to me. — 1 Cor. i. 3. ** Blessed be 
the God and Fa&er of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies 
and Cod of all comfort, who eomforteth us in all our tribulation, that 
wa-may be able to comfort them that are in any trouble, by the com- 
fort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God. l*or as the 
auffierings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also aboondeth 
by Cbrisi; as we are partakers of his s»9erings, so shall we be also 
of the consolation.*' The original^ eause of all our sufferings and 
tribulations, is sin : in the Romans it is called the offence, " By one 
•man sin entered into th€S world, and death by sin, for that all have 
sinned /^ Secondly, The sad effects: For the judgment was by one 
to cond^mnatioa* '* Therefore as by ttie ofi'ence of one, (t. e. Adam,) 
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jodgmttit came upoil M uSeA to 43oiideninatioii/^ Thirdlj,11te mat- 
feriogs of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ ; what Isaiah says of 
him, 53rd chapter ; and what the Evangelists say of his whole life 
and sufferings ; and also what Paul says in Heb^ tri. it,». ** He en- 
dured the cross and the ooatradietioa of smneia against himself.'* Also 
Peter, " Forasmuch as Christ hath ako suffered for us ia the flesh*^ 
Are there any sorrows, sufferings, tribulations and perseoutions, like 
unto those which Christ endured? How expressly does our dear 
Lord speak of his sorrows by the lips of Jeremiah, in Laii|eikt« i. 1% 
" Behold, and see if there be any sorrow like MSto my sorrow, 
which is done unto nie, wherewith Jehovah hath afllicled m^ in the 
day of his fierce anger; from above hath be seal fir^ iato my hoaes." 
T^Psm. xwu 9. '* Have mercy upon me, O God, fori am in trouble: 
mine eye is consumed with grief, yea» my soul and my belly. For my 
life is spent with grief, and my years with sighiag^*' — Psm* xwu &. 
** When I kept silence my bones waxed old through oiy.roariu|^ all 
the day long; for day and night thy hand, was beavy upon oie." 
— Joiro xi. 63, — xviii. 3. 4.— *Mark xiv. 1. ** He hath spread a net 
for my feet. He hath made me desolate/' ** They all £>raook hia 
and fied." — Luke xxii. 44. '*And being in agony he prayed more 
earnestly ; and his swbat was as it were great drope of blood falling 
down to the ground ;'* and, ** an angel strengthened him ;** agreeably 
to these words. Psalm cxxxviii. 3. ** In the day when 1 cried, thoiL 
answeredat me, and strengtheoedst me with strength* in my aottL'' 
** 'fhe yoke of my transgressions is bofind by his band, they are 
wreathed, and come up upon my neck.'' — 1 Peter iL 24. *^ Who his 
own self bare our sins on hb own body on the Iree." 

In the eternal eoveaaiat made before the £»iitfdatloa of the Worlds 
the Son of God voluntarilv offered to take our nuture upon himself, 
to become man, the seed of the woman. Gen. iii. 15. From the 
moment he took our nature, our transgressions were bound and 
wreathed on his neck by the hand of God his Father ; Uien hb suffer- 
ings begwi.— Psfdm xl. 7,. & '* Then said he (•'. e. Christ) Lo ! I 
come to do thy will, O God, &e. — ^Isaiah vii« 14. *' Behold a virgin 
shall conceive and bear a son,*' and, " shall call his name Immanuel.** 
— Matthew u 23. In this name of our blessed Savior are compriscMi 
two natures, the Godhead add the liianhood*. El signifies God ; 
il/^mahuman being; illia«tt,..the hand; aad Mamuel^ the hand of 
God. The hand of God, the- Lord, £mmanud» is seen in all hk 
works. First, in thje work of cvefttion; Secondly, in his works of 
pravideace; and at this time it is vis9^1^ in the abundant crops, and 
the suitable weather for their ingathering. The pastures are clothed 
with gwss for our cattle, and our fiekteare covered with cora for 
man. '* Thou crownest the year with tby geecbess, O Lord.'' In 
the review of our past life we see the hand of God towards us for 
good from our bivth to this day.-— -Psal^ Ix^i.-O. *' By thee have I 
been.holden i^p from the womb, and thou art he that took me out of 
my mother's bowels ; my pmise shall be contkmally of thee.'* 

To be Continued. 
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RETIEW. 

I. — GodiheDoeirofanThingi: A Sfrmon preached in the Parish 
Church of St. Martin^ Leicetter^ on . Sunday, November 23rif 
1823. % Edward Thomas Vaughan, M.A. Vicar 0/ St. Martin's, 
Leieester ; and Rector of Foston, Leicestershire. 

lU-^Strictures on the Rew^ £. T, Vaughan*s SerrnQn, entitled^ '* God 
the Doer of all Thingf.'' By Joho Owe'o; Curate of Gadesby mid 
Keyham, Leicestershire. ... 

III.— 7%e QuesUonisi. A Letter to the Rev. JoYin Owen, in Rfly 
to his ** Strictures:^ By the Rev.K. T. VaogHaifi. 

IV. — Observations: contained in a Letter to the Rev, E. 1^. Vaughan^ 
tft reply to his " Questionist:* A Letter to the Author. By the 
Rev. John Owen. 

(Concluded from page 223.J 

Having perused' a few pages of '' The Questionist/' our thoughts 
involuntarily reourred to the '* Advertisement/* wherein Mr. Vaughan 
affirms^ that ." in perfect good humor ' he has replied to his antago- 
niat. As we proceeded we hoped to find the spirit of the motto at 
thf head of the. Letter, at least with some degree of prudence exw> 
cised ;. but to our regret we found his '' ridicule" give place to '* se- 
verity/' and his playful satire to the keenest reproach. Surely it is « 
,pity Mr. Vaushan should have lent his good understanding to such a 
purpose! Though with care wct^ad through this pubticationy we 
could not be induced, by the Aiithor^k strongest reasoaiags, to accoirf 
with liis views; nor in the slightest particle to wave^ from.those the 
Scriptures have furnished us wiib« and' which with simplicity we have 
endeavoured to express. .1' 

The more open display of Jehovah's will concerning Sin is this, that 
jn. the Council of Eternity; in forevi^w of the fali/it was the sovereign 
determination to devise such means as should, cdnsisfkutly with the 
honor of his glorious Names, . ensure the salvation of the objects of 
^tefBal love. In the Council of Peace relative to the Church, the 
Son of God, by marriage-contract, unitied himself to their nature t 
and 'the one will of the Persons in Jehovtfh«- was expressed in 
ih9i^ mysteriotts aad unutterable act of love. Eternal Union > secnret 
the interests of the mystical Body, and binds each 'individual member 
|;o its mystical Head. The firstmamfestatioriofCovenant-favor^was 
ffiade in the divine act of bringing forth the Church into natural exis^ 
tence in the person of Adam, her naftaral Head. The liability to fait 
of the pure human nature, in which man was created, is as necessarily 
consequent upon its being human : the thing created ^adnot partake 
of the essential attributes of its Creator. But it does not necessarily 
follow that the cpreature was, by c^nseqt^ce, 'imbject to sin ; fot* 
while he continued in his original purity, he was competent to resist 
the temptations offered him. The sti^e of the creature, as a ctea- 
Aure^ was mutable; but a state of mutability widely differs from a 
atate of peccability* Mutable,- we contend, he was; but certainly 
•ul^ect tofiadl, we have not Scripture authority for asserting. Wheiict 
can it be inferred, that the punishn^ent of disobediencie was deserved, 
if the federal Head brought it hot on by his own act? 'And that it 

Vol. 1.— No. 8. K k 
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was by his own act is indisputable. But we baye wandered firon» 
the view we were about to take. 

The consequeneeM of the Ml are pre-eminently subservient to the ex- 
hibition of the relative character of the God-Man, the Head of his 
Body, the Church. The second Person in Jehovah married the hu- 
man nature of his Church, and in the fulness of time solemnized the 
nuptials, when he took upon himself the covering of humanity. He, 
who was bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh, then appeared to 
the longing eyes of his chosen, what he eternally was in purpose — 
the Husband of his elect Bride. But the relationship was the same 
ere she had b^ing — the union as perfect then, as when the dust of 
the ground was moulded into man. 

In the extinction of Creature-righteousness, an open door was 
made for the admission of the Righteousness of the Mediator. When 
Creature-holiness ceased, then an opportunity was given for the dis- 
pkty of the perfections of that *' Holy One." In her OM-nature- 
state, the Church was tempted to sin — she seised the bait — and 
was destroyed. In her iVfte»-nature-state, she may defy the combined 
artifice of satan and hell, nor heed the trial: her Lord hath with- 
stood the whole. Specially during the tremendous conflict of forty 
days and forty nights the willing Sufierer, on her account, endured 
the wiles, the malice, and the wrath of hell and satan^ and came clean 
out of the furnace, triumphing gloriously. Even now, her espoused 
Lord triumphs in his victory, and that his Bride may triumph too, he 
Imth commanded it to be said of himself— /n that he hath suffmd 
being tempted^ he is able to mce&r them that are tempted. > Who 
can describe, or count the innumerable solicitudes of this glorious 
Lord and faithful Husband, in behalf of his chosen Bride? Our pen 
i^rould fail to enumerate the abundant flow of endearing thoughts of 
him, were we able to tell even the small amount of our own mean 
discoyeries; but there is a day fast approaching when the whole 
Church will be assembled {and then, even her meanest Members 
shall utter to the full all they desire, and receive all they can enjoy, 
of the knowledge of Him. 

IV.— -Mr. Owen's ** Observations'* contains many judicious re- 
marks on Mr. Vaughan*s rough usage ; and he meets the question 
more boldly than in his ** Strictures." 

In conclusion, we take the liberty to express our sincere regret, 
that on the mighty subject of Jehovah's sovereignty, neither of these 
ijentlemen study to bring out the practical uses of their varying sen- 
timents. As the principle on which *' The Saints' Treasury" is esta- 
blished, is to pnesent to the Church such spiritual matters as are 
essential to her best interests, we are determined, in the Lord's 
strength, to pursue no topic that will not conduce, under the Lord's 
blessing, to such results. 

We hope, therefore, if required to re-enter the field of warfare, 
to be found still equipt from the Armory of Truth ; and to be enabled 
to make choice of those weapons* which will remove the obstacles 
raised by vain philosophy and human reasonings, and prove that the 
path of the believer is as a shining tight, that shineth mare and mare 
unto the perfect day. 
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Ranarks, ufon a Sermon preached by the Rev. T. Muiock, from HebiT 
^ xi. 89, 40. By W. J. Reade, Stoke-upon-Treni, 

The writer of these '' Remarks" appears to have become the victim, 
of the malevolence of Mr. Mulock, ia consequence, forsooth, of re- 
fusing to receive the new fangled motions Mr. M. chooses both in 
bis ministry and writings to advance. We should be unwilling to 
make the absurdities of this Reverened Personage more public than 
they are, had we bot lying before us, a scandalous instance of similar 
procedure towards that truly eminent servant of Christ, S, E. Pierce, 
By the mistaken kindness of a friend of Mr. Mulock^s, we were 
several montb^s since, and before our connection with The Spiritual 
Magaxine, favored with a printed Letter of this Gentleman's, dated 
March Slst, 1824. which we shall take the liberty to notice as we 
proceed ; as it will afford us a fairer opportunity of quoting the pre- 
cise terms in which his unscriptural speculations are given. From 
what we have already stated, Mr. Reade may consider it an honor» 
to receive judgment from a man who has degraded himself and the 
office he has assumed, by the aspersions contained in the Letter, 
which we shall presently allude to. His judgment (in part) of Mr. 
Reade, appears to have been« as stated on the title page of the *' Re- 
marks,*' that Mr. R. is *' A BlMphemer^ and the greatest Heretic 
that has iMrisen since the Apostolic da^s 1" On reading this we were 
excited by an unusual degree of curiosity, (knowing neither of the 
parties,) to learn what such an apparently wretched being was about 
to teach us; at the same time believing, that no friend of ours would 
insult us by handing for Review the ravings of an infidel; but on pe- 
rusing the Pamphlet, our carnal excitement was quickly lost in the 
interest we felt in Mr. R.*s spirited and unanswerable reply. We 
have to complain of prolixity in the statement of his sentiments; 
but the temperate manner in which he meets the vile charge of his 
late Friend, and the boldness and success with which he disputes and 
dissipates the figments of Mr. M/s imagination, command our deci*- 
ded approval. 

The first of Mr. M.*s recent inventions appears to be, ** That aH 
the old Testament saints were under the law since Moses;*' and, 
*' under the law in a sense and endurance of bondage, and were never 
released from the terrors thereof: and that they all previously to the 
giving of the law, were ignorant of sin.'' These bold assertions 
Mr. R. ably contends against, and instances the Old Testament 
saints, Abel, Job, Abraham, David, &c. and decidedly refutes (he 
strange doctrine. The following passage we extract from his view 
of the faith of faithful Abraham : — 

^ Thanks be to Ood, my dear friend, that the Scriptures nrc on onr side, and 
that it is dear from them that the Apostles did not think so scornfnily of our 
Old Testament relations, tktA they did not think they were a race of blind and 
bondaged ereatares, as has been stated, and which, could they be proved to have 
been wider the law, and so the vail nntaken awav, must necessarily have been 
the case. No ! for what tisys Paul, ** If ye be Chrisf s, then are ye Abraham's 
-seed and heirs according to the promise, for if the inheritance be of the law, it 
Is no more of promise, but €k>d gave it to Abraham by promise, so then they 
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that are of faith, are^hlened with faiUifol Abraham," GkaL ili..1S. fkfl9. ^ Kolf 
we brethren" (saith the Apoetle) ^ as Isaac was are the children of proraiM, 
(for) if they which are of the law be heirs, Ikith ts made Toid, and the promise 
made of none effect, therefore it is of faith, ihat it might b^ by grace, to the 
end, the promise mii^t be sure to all the seed, not to that only which is of the 
law, bnt to that also, which is of the faith of Abraham who is the father <)f as 
all: therefore Abraham is sfid to be the father of the cifouBcblon tO'theas who 
are not jof the. circvmdsion only, but also walked in the stepa of that faith of 
our father Abraham which he had being ybt oneircnmcised, Rom. It. 12. 14. 16. 
Baft how even oar father Abraham himself coald be instanced as an exemplar of 
faith to oar New Testament saints, and not be at the same time ithdbr grac^ 
as asserted by Mr..M.— how he shonld be blessedly pOttmased of the ikme Spirit 
of faith which New Testament people have each acQ^ing to tibe meaaore of 
the gift of Christ, 3 Cor. iv. 13. and bein^ so possessed, coald not have the vail 
before his eyes, for where the Spirit of the Lord is, there Is liberty, 2 Cor. ilL 
IK, 17. how, I say, he coald have this Spirit of faith, yea, and be said to be 
** strong in faith, givmg glory to God," and pevertbeless not be nnder grace, », 
I confess most freely, a mystery, Rev. xvii. 5. which, (if •tra») I hyfe yet tv 
learn, John tI. 45. though t most say so far as mv present viewi extend nnder 
the gaidance of the only wise God, it appears altogether anicriptorai.'^ P*8^ 
12,18. * 

The foUowiog, OQ the absard noUoo of Mr* M. that the 9811118 be> 
fore ^ur Lord appeared in the flesii, wereignaraut of $m I 

** As respects the saints ignorance of sin daring that period (as thongfa a 
-written law Irere indispensibly necessary to teach Ood*s people sin) I wonM 
observe that the grace of Christ, John i. 16, 17. was bestowed open: Old Tes- 
tament saints. Gen. vi. 8. as Christ was spuritaally set forth by Qrpe as the 
remedy for sin. Gen. viii. 21. — ^Eph. ▼. 2. and so the Physician of sin sick souls, 
hat, on the snpposition, 1 Cor. xv. 17. that Old Testament saints to Ithat time 
w^re nnaconainted with sin, (thoagh I do not see* how i¥om the nori-lmpatation 
of fiui,ln whatever sense the Apoetle may there make use of thote words, Bem. 
V. 18, 14. can necessarily be inferred an onacqoaiptedness with sin).then, I say, 
admitting that they were so anacqaainted, they were in health and needed not 
a physician, as it if written, '^ the whole need not a physician, bat they that are 
uck," neither coald the grace of God in the provided remedy (as I have hinted 
before) excite any (even the least) admiration in a person who was* not 'spirit- 
nallv Instracted into the mystery of iaiqaity, as the same resides by natnie in 
each and every indiridual of the sons and daughters of Apostate Adam, for to 
whom much is forgiven, the sameloveth mudi; now forgiveness presappoSes 
not onl3r the knowledge, but the acknowledgment or con^ssion of sin, ^ for if 
we Gontess oar iina, God is faitltfal and^nst to forgive ns onr sins, ahd to cleanse 
US from all unrighteoosness," and what, I might ask, coald that more exceUemt 
because bloody sacrifice an4 moreover offered as well as chosen by faith, what 
could that sacrifice, I say, point out to the spiritual apprehensions of Abel, but 
'the blood indeed of the everlasting covenant, to be shed for the remission of 
altts, Christ being as the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. Rev. V. 
6d— xiii. 8. and so beheld by ^gnre and realized In substance, by all those 
Old Testament saints, who offered ap sacrifices by faith; whidi faith is ex- 
pressly declared to be, the substance of thmgs hoped for, and the evidence of 
things not seen. Well, Abel being one of those Old Testament people, who to 
my spiritual apprehension, is from the £pistle of John, proved nnqnestionably 
^ to have passed from death unto life," I maintain that in order to such an ex- 
perience according to the scriptural meas^urement of thoqe ^rmsyj^e ^oat have 
oeen spiritually instructed into the exceeding sinfalnes» of sip, jjo tl^a sin might 
reign in his proper experience onto death, before he.coaki be rejoicingly i($d into 
the still more exceeding riches of grace in the provi4ed xeme«ty, und wfaioli 
remedy was. typi^ed .in hj^s (Abel'i^) sacrifice or offering, which id i^fld to havje 
been the firstling of the fiock and the fat thereof, and so calculated fitly to set 
forth him who in all thiiogs lias the pre-eminence, and who oiSered. up hinself 
without spot uojto God, as «ui* offering for sin." pages 1{6, 17. 
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. Before coDcliiiKeg ^i Nmarkii on the amiable and eKceUent «]rinl 
«?inced.b]r M». Rewlf ki repfyiiif^ to his ealumitiatory /weffaftvetas 
observation ar two; to advance on the* Epistle alluded to^ dated from 
Nefffe0$tie'mMkrrLffme, and signed Thomas Mui^ok. Massing 
qves.ibe vanity and conceit displayed in theinliiadiHlttooviwetBifa 
suddenly prevented ftom peviising farther, by themgular idcftceo^ 
taiottd inrthts aestence i--^** I was streag Ihened to disetm 'ilu^tieeia* 
rations of GMi^with respect to the Gospel* privileges of WapBOphii 
and to feel assured that those privileges had not beenahased 4^y the 
elect for ageiB and generationlsi"' By whom ^iien, we ask, bwe^tliey 
been shared? Hate 'swine and dogs claimed possession jof them 
Jor ages. mnd generations? Oh i no. This N&w LioHT in the>pr»v 
fessing €hurth» b ^^strengthened to discern/ thatllie Pearl «of 
Great Ptioeihaa'been.loi^ and) the. treasures of divine' knbwMlgie have 
been btddei»;^tiil)iic (O privileged seer!) hath^ ddved iato tbe»ar«eh 
mine of truth, aad foond the long lost prise 1 

This the Letter-writer has the temerity to. assert; and lest a»y of 
our ReadeiB sbbuld- doubt our remark, let them read his-own <words 
wkich foUowi^ Speaking of the idolatrous state of the Chnroh aitor 
the ApoatoHc days^ which he affirms has continnedunlo Ike presmit^ 
he says: — ''And this I know experimentally, inasmuch asi'i|)ple8Si^ 
the Lord to ah<ed' light ujlon my soul, with, reference to the conditioa 
isto ytfhich' I^hadanfself beeH suffered to sink^ and into, which' all the 
elect of :Gqd sink ii/ieerrrgenera^ton."^ Oh! what a lesson shoukl 
the.deelaratien of such absurdities be to those ministers, (and weadre' 
personal and. pained witnesses' that there are sueh^) w^a impiously 
attempt tot ; square the Lerd'ls tdeaUngs toward&^his^mtk^^enerally» 
with the corrupt impulses of their own refoelHoua natures t> one of 
which characters, Mr. Mulock appears himself to be, as the sequel 
will fully prdve. 

He proceeds :-:-" The first portions of scripture which serred 
terribly to enlighten my spiritual understanding; were the 1st chap- 
ters of Isaikh, and of the Epistle to the Romans.'*' A ** terriby* il- 
lumination indeed ! which taught him that all the elect must sinlE 
after regeneration, as he did, (mark, Reader, — they are his own words,) 
into ** everyvsoi^ and Mnd of sin, privately and publicly, mentally and 
bodily r* Can any conduct be more unjustifiable and abominable, 
on the part of one who professes to have noted the operations of the 
Lord the Spirit, and the Experiences of the saints, than that he 
should with one deadly blot of t^e pen, deny^ those diversified opera- 
tions, and reject these ever- varying exercises. We will take Mr. 
Mulock at bis w^rd, and believe that after r^eneration, (the Lord 
aJofe knowi^h^) he did comffiiiit, ewrp si>rt and kind of sin, in pubHc 
and in prinat^^ in mind and in' body t but he wiH suffer us to ask* 
Must necesianly cv«fy satnt fadt so foully into the snare of the devti? 
aad worse 4hatt> ail, is it to be endured, that' such a being is to be set 
up for an ^smnj^ to the rest of the redeemed fanlily ? But for a 
moment we wiH leave this self-asaumed Judge of others eternal in- 
terests, and make our appeal to the humble followers tyf Jesus, who 

know as fully as he can, that both before and after regeneration, ia- 
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dependenlly of the revelation of Christ and hb perfections, all his 
actions are transgression, all his words, are sin, and all his thoughts 
are condemned ! We have but space to spare for one other remark 
here, and that shall be to state a grievous fact : and we will leave it 
to those addressed, to supply many that might be given ; which is,- 
tbat an intolerable disgrace is brought on those who faithfully dis* 
charge the duties the Lord requires of his servants, and consequently 
on the Church at large, by the unscriptural and uncouth notions of 
such writers as Mr. Mulock 1 

We come next to the passage adverted to ; — ** To omit all mention 
of other ministers, I am thoroughly persuaded that my esfeemed 
friend^ Mr. Pierce, is an unconverted man ; and therefore he is uo6t 
and unable to * strengthen the brethren*/' Mr. M.*s '* God forbid 
that I ahould urge this in the shape of railing accusation !'' but ill 
atones for the unwarrantable assertion ; neither will the canting pro- 
fessions of esteem soften down the asperity contained in the affirm- 
atioB. 

It is very evident from this man's writing^, that he b at present 
under the government of his own vain imagination, wherein he fan- 
cies himself exclusively possessed of the true faith of the Gospel ; and 
like another POPB is endeavoring to establish his devotees in the 
mysteries of a self-taught creed. We shall not be thought to have 
dealt too severely with Mr. M. when we inform those who have not 
jetA Mr« Reade's small pamphlet, that besides the names ** Blas- 
phemer," and ** the greatest Heretic, &c.*^ he honors Mr. R. with 
the appellations, *' Man of Sin," ** Son of Perdition," " Arch- 
Traitor," &c. and {harrihiU iietui) he adds:— «< I tell you in tiic 
name of the Everlasting God, that Mr. W. Reade will be eternally 
damned 1 1" 



Having closed our remarks on the above, we take occasion in be- 
half of the Church of God, to thank Mr. Reade for his publication, 
and eitmestly request our Friends generally, that they will not fail to 
apprize the Publisher of this Magazine, when any work issues from 
the press under the disguise of Gospel truth, and containing matters 
so hostile to the interests of the Church, as those we have freely 
commented on. 



god's omnipotbncy. 

Amongst all the gods of the heathen, Jupiter was in the greatest 
esteem, as the. father and king of gods, and was called Jupiter, quasi 
juvans Pater, a helping father, yet (as the Poets feign) he wept when 
he could not set Sarpedon at liberty ; such was &e imbecuity and 
impoteney of this master- god of the heathen. But the hand of our 
God is never shortened that it cannot help, he is ever able to relieve 
us, and always ready to deliver us ; Amongst all the gods there is 
. none like unto him, none can do like unto his works, he is God amni^ 
potent* . . 
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POETRY. 

THE BELIEVER'S SOLILOQUY. 

Am I by faith « child of Ood, Oal. iii 26. 

My coDscieDce sprinkTed with his blood, 1 Pet i. 8. 

Then all he W is mine. Eph. iii. S. 

Am I thro' grace an heir of bliss ? Rom. viii. 17. 

Then I shall dwell ^here Jesus is, John xviL 24. 

And hi h& glory shine. Dan. xii. 8. 

I 

Am I amongst the chosen race, IThess. iL IS. 

Redeem'd W Mood, and saVd by grace ? Eph. i. 7. — ^ii. 8. 

Then why my sonl complain ? Psm. xlii. 11. 

Thy trials all, ana sufferings here, Psm. xxxi?: 19. 

Thy conflicts too may be severe, Rom. vii. 2S. 

But thou with Christ shalt reign. 2 Tim. ii. 12. 

Am bjr vnion one with him, Johnxvii. 21. 

Who IS the Potentate supreme Rev. xix. 21. 

O'er earth and helFs domain ? - Rev. i. 18. 

Am I the purchase of his blood ? 1 Pet: i. 18. 

1^0 I by lum draw near to God ? Eph. ii. 18. 

Then worid tiiy charms are vain. Heb. xi. 24-26. 

Satan avannt ! stand off ye foes ; *^ Zech. Hi. 2. 

In vain my progress ye oppose, Job xvii. 9. 

For I must persevere. Phil. i. 6. 

Come, Holy Spirit, shed thy beams, John xv. 26. 

Refresh me with those livhig streams, Psm. xlvl. 4. 

Which all thy pilgrims cheer. 1 Cor. x. 4. 

Then will sweet peace and joy abound;' Rom. xv. 13. 

Then will I tell to sinners round, Mai. iii. 10. 

The riches of thy grace. Eph. iii. 8. 

TiU I have suffered all thy will, Phil. i. 29. 

Am calVd up to thy holy hill, Matt. xxv. 34. 

And see my Father's face. Psm. xvii. 15. 

NolHngkfim^ July, 1824. J. A. 



ass 



THE IMMUTABLE BASIS OF A SINNERS 
HOPE. 

Not earth, nor hell my soul can move. 

While I rest on unchanging Love: 

I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 

But whollv lean on Jesus' name. 

On Christ the solid Rock I stand. 
All other ground is sinking sand. 

My hope is built on nothing less, 
Tlian Jesus' blood and righteousness : 

Midst ail the hell I feel within, 

On his completed work I lean. - - 

On Christ, &c. 

When darkness veils his lovely face, 
I rest dn undisturbed grace. 
In every rough and stormy gale. 
My anclior holds within the vail. 
On Christ, &c. 
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His oath, hU coTenant and blooily 
Support me in the sinking flood : 
Wketo all around my acid fpve way, 
. He then ia all my hope and stay* 
On Ghrist, Sec. 

I trust his righteous character, 
His council, promise, and his poVr: 
His honor and his name's at stake 
' To saTC me from the burning lake. 
.On Christ, &C. 

When I shall launch in worlds nnseen, ' 
O may I then be found in him^ 
Dt^st in his righteousness alone, 
Fanltiess to stand before the throne.' 
On\Christ the solid Rock I stand, 
All other ground is sinking sand. 

A SONG OF PRAISE FOR REDEMPTION. 

Dear Father of mercies onr spirits adore 
Thine infinite wisdom, thy love, and thy pbwV, 
In choosing of Christ as the covenant Head 
Of his body the Church, to die in her stead: 



Tliy love how stupendous, thy mercy how free^ 
No tongue; can express, since 'tis given to me. 
To ransom such rebels from sin, hell and death. 
Our precious Lord Jesus has yielded his breath. 

Dew JesQs, we bless thee, and sing to thy praise, 
So large was thy mercy, so boundless thy grace. 
That thou to redeem us didst shed thy heart's blood, 
.To reconcile sinners and bring them to God. 
Thy love how stupendous, &c. ' 

Adore him ye angels who dwell in his sight, 
Ascribe to him honor, and glory, and might; 
And say 'twas his love that preserv'd vou in heav'n, 
While thousands from thence for rebdliMi were driven. 
His love bow stupendous, &c. 

Adore him ye saints, who in glory now dwell, 
He saVd/yon from satan, from death, aiid<At>m hell. 
Adore him; ye saints, who in darkness now sit. 
For so<m hell pennit yon to kiss his dear feet. 
His love now stupendons, Sec 

Though now vou are tempted, afflicted, ^istrest, 
Yet you on his bosom reclming shall rest : 
Neither sin, hell, or satan, can tear yon from thence. 
For Jehovah has promis'd to be your ilefence. 
His love how stupendous, &c. 

Adore iiim my soul^ trust thy all to his caire; 
Forsake thee he cannot, then yield iiot to fear. 
For sooner than forfeit his word, the whole wteld 
Must sink into Jiotiung— to rum be hnrPd. 
His love how stapendonsy &c, 
N^iHngham: J. A« 



ParUf Printer, 9%fLimgAcrefLonim, 
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THE 



^iritual JUagusinej 



OR 



SAINT'S TREASURtr. 

There are Tltree that bear record in heaven, the Father, 
the Word, and the Holy Ghost, John v. ?• 

Contend ea^Thestly for the faith once delivered to tht 
saints^ Jude 3. * 



To the Editor of the Spiritual Magazine, 
Sir, 

IT affords me much pleasure that I can hand to \ou, for insertion 
in The Spiritual Magazine, the »obstanee of a mest valuable Sermon^ 
preached at the Otdination of a Minister, by that truly excellept 
Divine, Dr. John Owen, whose praise is in all the Churches of the 
Sttints.. k wfllft.deimred by ban Sept. 8/ le&A, onfy 11 months be- 
fore his death. !. 
, You Mrill find therein some pithif sentences, some golden remarks; 
Kke' otd corn of the best quality, weighing heavjf. These ^ere gleane<4 
and transcribed by me, several yea,rs ago, out of a scarce Volumi^ 
of his posthumous Sermons, the Preface to which purported, that 
the Discourses were taken down in short- hand, from the Doctor^s 
lips, while preaching. 

t'he Reader will note^ tluit t offer it for bis perusal, ai it is, Al 
^e time I transcribed firom the Volume, I did \i freely (Qccasionally 
adding) for my own use, and as a few memorandums tq my own mina; 
but the suhstante is the Doctor's, as such I send it. 

I have often since read the manuscript in a spirit of prayer ; I 
have often' found the perusal profitable to my soul; If Dr. OweQ 
could say (nearly a century and an' half ^ ago),. ** I have lived to see 
great alterations in Ministers, as to their zeal for, and value of, those 
important truths that were the life of the Reformation;' and if Dr, 
GUI (nearly a hundred years afterwards) noting the very great revival 
of Ai^minian, Sabellian, and other heresies, covXd say> that " a veil 
was (then) dra^n over the glory of the Reformation and the doctrines 
of it;" and stilcd h%s day, " a day of darkness and gloominess.'' If 
it was so then, how is it now ? 

Is the Reader my Christian Brother t Hath h^ tasted that the Lord 
h gracious, and is he a watchman on the walls of Zion ? If so, let 
me then crave a word with such. Watchman, what of the night? 
Watchman, what of the night? Art thou awake in thid night season 
of Zron? Art thou circumspect, art thou faithful; yea, art thou 

Vol. 1.— No. 9. L l 
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vety faithful ? Dost thou r^ve, with Habakkuk, to stand 
the watcht to set thee upon the tower 1 Hab. ii. 1. Art thou took- 
ingfar the motning? i^nd, until the morning cdtees^ Jet the nighi 
be ever so dark» the atmosphere ever so denjie, and clouds and gloom 
surround thee» and '^ Truth lays fallen in the streets;'* yet, hasi 
thou thy warm wateh-coat on^ such an one as the Apostle wore? 
See 2 Cor. i. 12« Are thy loins girt about with truth, and thy lights 
burning? if sO, then cheer up, my dear Brother! coqipanion id 
tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ ? Cast 
not away your confidence which has great recompence of reward; 
for.yet a Ml/e while, and he that shall eom^, will come, and will noC 
iarry. 

Be faithful unto death my Brother ! Truth, precious Truth* the 
least grain thereof is of inestimable value; buy it, but sell it not; 
no, let whatever price be offered thee for it. 

Read what follows carefully; ruminate, meditate, pray over it, 
prove it by the unerring Word; and may it prove as profitable to thy 
soul as it has aforetime been to Andrew. 

Brentford^ November 29, 1824. 

MINISTERIAL REQUIREMENTS. 

The substance of a Sermon^ Sec. 

/ will give, you Poftore apeording lo mme heart,- which ehalt/eed 
you with knowledge and underetandingp Jer. iii. 15.. 

l!he nAiiie, or term, Piastor hath a general, and also a more special 
siflfttification. In general it signifies any Teacher or Ofiicer in the 
Chufch, ordinary or extraordinary.; in special it signifies thatpectf ItAt* 
Officst in the Churchy which, as such, is i/t«ftitgt(f«Aei/ from a Teacher 
only. He gave some to be Pastors and Teachers. £ph. iv. 11. ^ 

.The duty of a Pastor in the. Church, is declared in my text; ii 
is, to feed the Church with knowledge and understanding. He is no 
Pastor who doth not feed his flock. This feeding is by preaching 
the Gospel. It belongs essentially to the pastoral ofiice to feed the 
Church; and that, not now and th^ii, but continually. " We give 
ourselves continually to the Word,'' Acts vi. 4. It is to labor ia 
the word and doctrine. 1 Tim. v. 17. It is to make all things cub- 
servient to this work of preaching and instructing the Church* And 
further to doit in that/ram^ the Apostle mentions in Col. i. 28, 29. 
"Whom we preach,*' &c. And how doth he do this? ** Whereunto 
(saith he) I also labor; striving according to his working which 
worketh in mcf niightily." There is not one word in our translatiam 
that /ti% answers the fmpAam of the original which we render, 
•• Whereunto I labor;" it implies, to labor with diligence, with 
weariness, with painful industry. I labour (usque ad fatigationemj 
lo the spending of myself. As the Apostle saith in another place, 
•• 1 will very gladly hespent for you," 2 6or. xii. 15. Yes, the minis- 
terial 7a5or 18, indeed, a pending ; and it is k striving even as a man 
that ruiis in a race ; or as one that wrestles for the victory. But, how 
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UM U is according to the efFectiial iN-working, or^ inward ape* 
ration of Him, who doth effectually work tii me. And Aojc; doth He 
work? He worketh with niigtity power. Col. L 20* 

Here then is the /ranie of the Apostle's spirit, in this iropoKtao^t 
work and labor of jireaching the Gospel/ of feeding the Church of 
God. It should even give i/rra(/ to us m the consideration . . ^ 

I will now shew, in some instances, what lareguirjed in this m^rk of 
feeding the congregation of the Lord with knowledge and uaderr 
standing, in this labour of preaching the Word. < 

First. There is spiritual Wisdom (personal) required, inunderttandr 
ing the mysteries of the- Gospel ourselves: tliat we may be abJe to 
declare to others the whole counsel of God, and the riches of the 
Gospel of Christ Jesus our Lord. Acts xx. 27. — 1 Cor. ii. 1 to 4. 
Eph. iii. 7 to a 

In the Apostle's days, there were in theChurches^ tnAVLy growing 
and thriving Christians. 2 Thess. i. 9. They had a great insighf 
into spiritual things, into the mysteries of the Gospel. And the 
Apostl^ prays that they might all have it; he prays that, " The God 
of our Lord Jesus Cfhrist, the Father of Glory, might give unto 
them the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him. 
That the ei^es of their understanding being enlightened they might 
know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of theglorj 
of histiiAerttiinc# in the Saints,** Eph. i. 17, 18. 

And really, At is no easy matter for Ministers to instruct in such 
kind of things. If there be not some degree of emiueticy in (Aemr 
sehes therein, how shall they lead on others to perfection ? We must 
labor to have ourselves a thorough knowledge (as far as poor 
mortals, who see but through a glass darkly can have) of these 
glorious, mysteries, or else we shall be useless to a great pari of the 
Church. 

Second. As wisdom is required; so experience of thfi power pf the 
things is needful ; we must not only know but we must feel too— feel, 
the transforming power and influence of the truth we preach, ts our- 
own souls.' 

' I think truly, that no man preaches that Sermon well ta others that, 
doth not first preach it to his own souL He that doth, not feed on, 
and digest, and thrive by, what he prepares for his people, he may- 
give them POISON, as far as he knows ; for unless he finds the power, 
of it in his own heart, he cannot have ground of confidence tbat ij( 
have power in the hearts of others. , ., ^ • 

it is easiler to bring our heads to preach thian our hearts to preiich^ 
Toiiting dur heads to preach, is but to find out and fill our pumoHciS 
with some notions of truth of our own, or of other men, and then go^ 
jinto the Pulpit and speak them out to give satisfaction to ourselves^ 
3ut, to bring our Aear^f to preach is to be transformed into the- 
POWER of these truths; to find the power. of them S^^pre preaching, 
in fashioning our minds and hearts therein ; aud to .find the power 
thereof in preaching, even in the delivery thereof, that we, and thot 
people to whom W« preach, m^ have rea/ benefit, and he fed wijt ^ 
jknowledge and undeji'standingif 
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Tblnlljj^. Skill 18 required to divide the ward. ' I " 

This skill to divid^the wordariglit, is practical fright. Wisdoo) ia 
^soBsideriog the word of God ; that, in the consideration and study 
thereof, we 'take out, not only that which is substantial food for the 
#Otib of men, but also that which is meet and suitable food for them 
io whom we preach. And this requires the knowledge and consi- 
deration of the state of our flocks ; as saith the wise man, " Be' thou 
^igemt to know the state of thy flocks, and look well to thy herds,** 
Proverbs xxvii* 23. 

He who hath not the state of his flock continually in his eye in his 
private studies, and on h\a mind in his work of public preaching, 
fights uncertainly, as a man beats the air. If he doth consider wfiat 
is the state of his flock — of the people amoug whom he labours-pr 
with reference to their temptations, to their light or to their darkness; 
to their growth, or to their decays ; to their Nourishing or to tbeu: 
ivithering ; to the measure of their knowledge and attainments ; their 
age and standing in the Church of Christ : he who doth not duly con- 
aider these things, never preaches aright unto his flock. Yes^ in- 
deed and indeed, a minister should have a knowledge of his people ; 
their measure of stature ; the times and seasons in which they are 
csiereised; their seasons of adversity and prosperity; yea, in awojrd, 
as far as possible he should know from time to time how it is with 
them, in order that he may preach and divide the word aright -unto 
them. 

Fourthly. Prayer^ continual prayer, is required of Ministers, Tor 
and .on behalf of the Churches over which Christ hath made tlieni 
iMfeneers. 

Here the gireat Apostle shone brilliantly indeed. Read, I beseech 
you, those important scriptures in proof of this thing. Rom. i, 9.—^ 
1 Cor. i. 4.— Eph. i. 16. and iii. 14 to 19.— Phil. i. 4.—Col. i. 3.— 
% Thess. i. 2. — 2 Tim. i. 3. (without ceasing, night anct day.) 
Fliilemon, verse 4. It is truly astonishing, how full the Apostle 
appears to be, respecting prayer for the Church and people of Gpd f 
and no man, no minister.'can' have any evidence in his own soul^'thai 
he doth conscientiously perform any ministeria.1 duty aright towards 
JiU flock, who doth not continually pray for them. 
' Let him preach as much as he will, visit and talk as much as be 
will; unless God doth keep him up in a spirit of prayer, jui bi^ 
CLOSBT for them, he can have no evidence that he doth perform any 
pther ministerial duty in a due manner. 

This is the w^y whereby .we bLbs$ our congregations. There H 
ap better way whereby we can bless our flock, but by continuallf 
praying for a blessing from God to be upon them. 

Nor do I believe that any minister, any pastor in the world, c^xk 
keep up a due love to his Church, who doth not cpnstaQtly .pray for 
tiiem. He wiU meet with so many provocations, imprudences, and 
niscarriages among them ; so many crookednesses and bitternesses 
to try his spirit; that nothing can keep his heart with inflamed love 
towards them, but by prating for them coi)tiuual}y. Haily jprf^er 
^fifoll conquer daily jfrejifdtpe, ^' 
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Agaio. In our pvayert for our people^ God will teach ub w^mI we 
shairpreacb unto them. We citnnot pray for them ari||ht9 but , we 
jDust thiolc; o^ what it is which w^ pray for ; and that is, the tofkf 
sideration of their coadition on whose behalf we pray ; and therein 
God teaches the Ministers of the Gospel what to preach. So that 
the more, we pray, the better we shall be instructed how to preacli 
the (jrbspel to the people of God. 

But what shall we pray for? may perhaps be the enquiry. O j^ray 
for'atl that God hath promised to give. First ; .Pray for a. blessing 
to attend a preached GospeL Pray for. a divine power to aQC9iDpany 
,the word to poor sinners hearts. Pray for success to attend the 
wordy to accomplish all the ends and designs thereof ; all the ends 
of liyiog to God, of glorifying of Jesus ; of direction in duty; for.in- 
straction In the truth ; for growth in grace ; yea» for aU things 
whereby we may come to the enjoyment of .God. We should pray 
that all these ends may be accomplished in our congregations. In the 
dispensation of the word, or else, we sow the seed at randopi. LUse 
as the hus&aodman, may break up the fallow ground, and. h^row i^ 
and cast in the seed, and, yet have no crop, unless showers of rain 
come, and the sun shineth forth, &c. So in like manner, after.we 
have cast the seed of the Gospel, in the open preaching of the vfc^ 
thereof, unless there come the showers of the Spirit upon the uun% - 
there will be no soul profiting. 

Those ministers who desire to be acceptable, and ^ blessing to 
their people, must pray over . the word they preach ; \t is the pfily 
way to have it accepted in the people's heart«i{ Then be pure ;^o«n 
precede, and follow on preaching, with prayer. 

Second. Pray for ^he presence of Christ in the Church where yon 
tabor ; yea more, pray for his presence in all the assemblies i>f the 
Wnts*. , . . » 

' It IS upon the presence of Christ, that all the. efficacy, of the Goft- 
pel depends. Christ hath gi\en us many promises of his presence ; 
and we are to act in faith concerning the fulfilment of those. pro- 
mises ; and we are to pray in faith for the fulfilment thereof in onr 
jissemblies. . > 

The efficacy of all the ordinances of the Oospel, of preaching and 
hearing, of praying and praising, of baptism and the supper ; yea, 
the effiaacy of all, depends not upon any. thing in ourselves, ,hath v^ 
dependance whatever upon our gifts, notions, parts, or fervency ; but 
depends only on the presence of Christ, and the supply of, the 
Spirit of Christ. Be it then ypur business to pray mghtily for the 
presence of Christ in your Church «id Congregation, to. make Ue. 
own Gospel effectual.. . . 

Third.' As I have stated that our preaching should hnve respefi| 
to Uie stale and condition of the Church ; so also should our. prayers. 
We should pray that Christ may come* and suit liis mercies la 
the several cases of our people. That he may come and recover 
tboae that are fallen; come and establish those that stand; come 
)tM tiea} those that have backslidden i deliver them who are tempted \ 
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eocourage those that are runntng and pressing forwaid to perfectioB ; 
and that he way also come to reKeve those that are disconsolate and 
in the dark. We have all of these sorts in onr Churches ; the 
cases, circttmstances, and situations of the Lord's people are various, 
often complicated and very diversified : and our prayers should be 
for a communication of supplies to them suitable continually in all 
(heir cases. But I proceed. 

Fifthly. A preservation of the truth is required in Pastors, in 
order that the Church of God may be fed. 

'It is incumbent on those who are Mhiisters and Pastors of 
Churches/ to preserve the truth and doctrines of the Gospel ; to 
keep the truth entire, and to defend the same against all op{)08itioB. 

See the weighty words of the Apostle when he giveth this thing 
in charge linto Timothy. O Timothy, keep that which i$ eommiiUa 
to thy trutt, 1 Tim. vi. 20. And again. That ^ocd thim§ (that 
blessed depositum, that good treasure) that is committed to thee, keep 
by the Holy Gho$t, which dwelieth in us, 2 Tim. i. 14. This charge 
•is given to all who are ministers, keep the truth, that good, 
that blessed thing. '* It is, (saith the ApostleO it is the glorious Gos- 
pel of the ever blessed G6d that is committed to my trust.*' Then 
let us keep it. The good Lord -preserve to us the truth, and pre- 
selire us in the truth. 

The Church is the ground and pillar of Trutii; 1 Tim. iii. 15. To 
hold up, to declare the truth, in, and by, its Ministers. But is tliat 
all? No! The Church is like the tower of David, made for an 
armory ; whereon there hang a thousand bucklers, all shields of 
mighty men. Solomons Songs, iv. 4. Now the Mipisters of the 
Gospel are compared to shields aod bucklers, to defend the^ Cratli 
against all adversaries, and against every opposition: and in this 
they are to be faithful unto death. Be sure, you that are Ministers, 
that you hold up the shield and buckler. 

. Sixthly. That Ministers may defend the Truth, and so feed the 
OhUrch ; it is further required that they themselves be strong and 
well grounded therein. They must have a dear apprehension ttiein* 
selves of those doctrines, truths, ordinances, and practicab which 
they are called upon to defend.' 

Truth may be lost by weakness, as weH as by wickedness. If -we 
'have not a full apprehension and knowledge of the Truth, and thi^t 
npoA its own proper grounds and principles, we shall never |>e able 
to defend the sauie^ And this is to be attained to by ^f special 
use of much prayer, and constant, diligent stud^of tb^ word pf God, 
<Sd sliall we be able to stop the mouths of gaiosayers; and feed the 
Church of God. Thou therefore, my son, be'STRONG in the grace 
that is in Christ Jesus, d Tim. ii. 1. 

Sieventhly. There is also required love of the Truth, in the Mipis- 
ters thereof, that the Chui'ch nkay be fed. 

We shall never contend earnestly for the truth ; we shall never buy 
it and sell it uot, whi^tevct we may know of it; unless w^ Taluc it; 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OR, SAIKT'8 tBEASURY. 263 

unless our estimaifon for it and regard for it^ arise from an ieiLp«rience> 
of the prectousness thereof in our own souls. And I greatly fear 
that there is muck loss of truth, (not for want of light, nor yet for 
want of ability, but) for want of 4ove. 

I have the advantage of most here present in this. I know the* 
contest we had for the preservation of the blessed truths of the Gos- 
pel, before our national troubles began ; and I was an early person 
engaged in them. / knew those godly minuUrs that contented fpr 
truth as for their lives and souls: and, all the opposition that was 
made against them, was never able to discourage them. 

And, what were these doctrines for which they so earnestly con- 
tended t The doctrines of eternal Predestination; free, full, and> 
complete justification^ by the imputed righteousness of Jesus; par- 
ticular redemption through the blood of the Lamb of God ; efliea- 
cious grace in conversion, by the Spirit of God ; the final perse- 
verance of true saints; even unto the end ; and the obduration of 
wicked, reprobates by the providence of God. 

T|iese truths are not lost for want of skill, (we have ability enough) 
bu^ fo^ waqt of love. We scarcely hear one word of them now. We 
are almost ashamed to mention tb^m in the Churches. And be that 
doth preach them will be sure to expose himself to obloquy and 
scorn. But we must not be ashamed of the truth. What 9aith our 
Mastar 1 " Whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my words, in 
iMs adulterous and sinful generation, of him shall the Son of Man be 
ashamed, yirhenJae cometh in the. glory of his Father, with the holy 
Angels," M4rk viii. 38. See also Matt. x. 82, 33. 

Formerly we could not meet with a godly minister, but the pesti- 
lential error of Arminianism was looked upon by him as the poison 
and ruin of the souls of men. Such gracious men did tremble at it, i 
they wrote, preached, ami disputed against, it ; but, now it is not sp. 
Now, although we tacitly own the doctrines of the everlasting. Gosr 
pel, pur love to those doctrines seems to be greatly decayed, and the 
sense and power thereof almost lost. But we have gotten no ground 
by it; we are not at all advantaged by giving up the truth : we are 
not more holy, more fruitful, than we were, when we preache<l and 
insisted on those holy doctrines, which are a// tfccori/iag' to godliness, 
and, finding the holy influences thereof on our own souls, we adorned . 
the doctrine of God our Savior, and that in all things. Let this be 
marked well. 

Lastly. Let4is all take heed, that there be not in ourselves an in- 
clination to new opinions. And when I say so, 1 mean especially 
new. opinions that are in opposition to such points .of faith, as those 
who are gone before us to glory, and are fallen asleep in Jesus, found 
life, and comfort, and consolation, and power in, here below, and 
now find the trutli of, in heaven. 

Who would have thought that we should have come to an indiflfer- 
ency as to the great doctrine, of Justification ; or that the Arniinian 
notion of General Redemption, should have occasioned the least 
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quarrel with as ; or, that we sliooM hwvt disi^itt^ aboiit fb'fe (tath of 
the perseverance of the saints. 

. ! I have lived to see great alterations in Ministers, an^ C^mfcfaes 
too, as to their zeal and value of those important truths that were the 
life of the Reformation ! ! Once, the doctrine of Free-will, Was con- 
demned in a Prayer, which was always bound up at tile end of ouf 
BiMest but now, it is grown qnite an indiierent thing. And the 
horrible corruptions we snffbr to be introdsced hito the doctrine of 
Jiislifitetiott, kdw weakened the titate of reOghm. 

O let us, for the riematnder of our days; buy the trnth, and sell it 
not; and let us be jealous, and watchful, and suspicious of any new 
opinion, any new sentiAient, that may arise in our eottgregations. 

^'Beloved, believe not every spirit, bat try the spirits whether 
they are of God : because many false Prophets are gone out into the 
world;" 1' John iv. 1. 

Bring but one man into the Church Who hath a bye-opinion, a 
new doctrine ; and he shall make more stir, more noise about it, and 
be more aiixious and eftmelst concerning it t to have it received and. 
held by the Church, as an article of faith, than all the rest of the 
Church, put together, are earnest in the building up one another on 
their most holy faith, f b^ that this may be marked and conskl<ired 
well, fbr it is a truth* 

> Take heed then, lest th^re be men arising ir6th among youmfves, 
q)edting perverse things, to draw aWay di^ciptes after therii.— ' 
Aets^ XX. 90. Skill and ability is necessary, and very requisite in ibis 
thing ; even to discover, and, when discovered, to be able to oppose 
and confound the tunning sophistry of these attfnl adversaries of the, 
truth, these grievous wolves who break in, and who tear and rend 
the flock. 
• From what hai^ beenisaid it will, I tilist, be impressed On all our 
minds, &at great circumspection, much prayer, nh^timbering watch- 
fulness, and unremitted diligence, is required, in order that We may 
be able to attend unto these things. Ahd those who are less skiHed 
will do well to advise with such as are more experienced therein, Miat 
they may have counsel and help. 

Had I time and strength, I shon!d tell you of yOufduty in direct-' 
ing, minieteriaUy, directing and Oomforting^, the consciences of aH 
sorts of behevcrs. Also what prudence, purity, condescension, and 
patience, is required of Ministers in every part of their ministerial 
dtity: 1 would also have shewn you the Ministers duty m lAe rtde oj 
t^e Churchy according to the Word ; but can only now direct yon 
to the blessed Word itself, and to the teaching of the Holy Spirit. 

Who is sufficient for these things ? Fray, O pray for us ; and may 
God Almighty strengthen us to the great aiid' all-hnpOrUint work. — 
Amen, and Amen. 
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And Jsfi^ ak^ unto th^t thm aft Peter ^pnd vponi this Sock tiillf 
build my Churchf md the ffate* of hell ^halXnet fvevailagaimt it, 
Matt, xvu IB. . 
. (C<H^lud€dfrompu§e22^.) 

This brings us to notice fsnnklfy BfwfUtm thk htMMHff w rainA 
We wHgh^ iNftice tbef wiailoftt npectssairy for tlitt' ostaDiaplMiaRent 
of segfism, ft wofk, tiMl. tbe^ sirengtlf flMe^Mttiry to cmtvj it •D^and 
9li€^' thM it tras not t^ b# fbittiid la aay himaafi afm:^ but tAxsMfikA 
obs«n^, that tibere* can tjieiM^ i^nhtcf ChrMt Je8i»^beiii^tilBS7§^«fl;l 
BiiiMer of the yi\mh ^ «flkl if yoii vald iw the prophteks oi Zemamk 
7M will th^e fiiMl Z#rabbabeF, setfortliaff • typeof Ofadbt i»tliB 
ItHHfb dvapt^r, and yo«-^i>> 9e»hh tmf 6^ wt^fi^/ imrfty jMPiver !tet iy 
M^ Spirit i^ith the Lmd of Hottt* Y<^^ia?e this <|MlstixMs asktfdt 
mM an tkom, Ogfeai Jlfount^tki hefore Zertdnbabef? tii&dsbdtk»Mi 
a phiii^ Matfy greut m^^m^tm stfiii«l wa the wiy of iIib; €9mpci 
bdttf bilrit upm Chrisl, and of the consvstettcy and havnonf * of Iba 
perteelioas o^' J^borah. In ibex vfod^ we beMdf m aa a ^anmiM 
iitavaialn;''--ff we take a view oi the^ ot^gimd aiidi a<3ia«l sftn aM 
traa*|$r<moii» of tbe ele«;t of God, in their reiwekKoa a^iaet C^ 
frodi then first to their sedond birtiitr a»i aHer caUnd by. diriae gowa*^ 
▼tew: all thetr badislidfngi|^-««tlie oorrtt|itM»s aad dttiiwiilDf o€ their 
bcarla; tiieir inwavdyieldiiig' to the iaainaalieas and lesplgBLfeai of 
the dfnril; their many .iaila ti^ate kaowii taC^od and totfemaelvta 
alone; aftd the outward falka of solnie of the Clmndiof fod^ sudi^i 
Dairid, Maoassah, Peter, and tiibaisaiids aobat eadfe^iror tor colkct 
these together ioto one, «nd.what a hs^ and swIAeI an>«al8ta.thii 
■RMt be, v^beli we ecnsider tiiefaoiiifeaaof thsaiialave'oi€U»AaBdlUft 
Tengeance pronounced against sia in God's woffd, etemi vmgemm^ 
against eTjsry o^Snnler and ev«^ oflence, and see that it waa-ias^- 
' sible for Geidto be jiiat to hiMaelf and to his word, ia the aahrwaar 
of his people, without thia great moUBtain were re»oived; TtewAra, 
aad yoa will see the wisdom aad powerof Jesus abtae Inrtk, fat hm 
removed the iniquity of that land inone.denfi by m» oWerb^h^Jm 
e»er perfected thmn thmt uwre sauetUkd. Wisdoai and atresiglh art 
here displayed in their highest heights. 

Doubtless you will find ataay portions of God's word to prove 
and illustrate this pai't of the subject; — the law Is here, and here only, 
magnified and honored by the Almighty Jeliovah. This luumt^mxi 
m\ stands in the way of. a sinner being experfmeatally built upon 
Christ, and till this is Demeved, aad removed in soch a way as to 
harniDnize with the justice of God, there is no peaee. I am>snre it ia 
a matter of great concern with a sinner that God has woandad, to 
know for his salvation n(^ only that his'guilt is gone, but to \aum 
how, and where ; he has a reverence for truth and justice as weU an 
mercy, and the Lord alone can remove that mowntain to his aaliafac- 
tton; and till he sees God has accomplished it forbim, aad in him* 
there is no rest : . hence a spirit of jealousy is frequently felt, leal 
YOL. I.— No. 9. Mm 
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this burden or ^<>l||itaiii tea n0t h^etk 1l^ti6rabfy removed, and every 
,8i|ch ope is brought in his conscience to know that it is not by might 
or power, but by itty ^pirft^aith the Lord : and aH the jo^^nttey ihrotigh) 
liie same power is ite^esBary to vetnove the moantaiB of guilt ^at 
presses us down into the horrible pit, and hence the Lord says, -by 
the blood of thy covenant I have sent forth the prisoners out of the 
l^itv But »haH iettMs sufiee, and notice 

FiMlU, The gates of heU. I shall from the testiowuy ol Go<r«i 
Isvord slate ft few circumstaiices of thetr attenlpta aitd their ^Yerthiowi 
JLet Me just dbserre, that in searohjfag the testimony of QoA we €iid 
that councils were fonaerly held at the gates of e^es, to consult 
iHrhether for peace or war ; and the messengers wei^ received nt the 
gates, when they were sent from tbe armies to testMy oi the siiceesy 
o€ their overthrow. One instance we haVe m the 1 Sattuel tv. 16— >> 
t8. respec^ng Eli sitfiftg tit tbe gate, when l^ey told hhn of 
the ark of Gm behig taken. So in speaking of the gates ef helk 
I shall cohfine myself to a few recorded in scripture and some from 
my Own experience. la treating a litde upoa this> we must observe 
that the malice of hell is leveHed against the fulfillmeftt of ilk» pfo>> 
iatfse of Ood, whether mtstde to Christ as head of the Church, imt ta 
them as members of him. Whefn God created man ke ovealed him 
pure, holy t^iid happy, as a creature of God formed for eo^oyinf Ood 
as bis.Creator ahcf pieserver ; when man was «atl^»»g thia ha|^py 
state of peace ^ith God as his Creator the eo«iloii of belt ttsseaftbled 
to tauT Ood^ workmanship and to ruin maife, and it was agreed to 
eat^r into the Serpent in order to accompfoh tiiie euri^ design; 
and snpposmg diey had accbn^lkhed the vrtiHi, the council of the 
ikff d vr»s pvoi^aimed in the pi^misB g^ven in Genesis iH. 1&. and 
tbiis ovefrturncd and overruled the ooaacil of hell, and at the sans 
time displayed his Ibve and his nieety. 

The next council of hell that I shaU notice is respeetiag the deli^ 
Terance of the children of Israel oiit of the land of Egypt* God had 
proiiiised to deliver them after the expiration of a certain number of 
^ years.; the council of hell assan^bled in order to frustrate the pro^ 
mlse and purpose of God) and they determined upon iufiuenotiig 
Pharoah's mind for this purpose, to murder all the male children d[ 
the Israelites ; during this, the time that God had promised to deli^ 
ver them ^as fast af^proaching, and Moses was born, but he being 
the decreed deliverer, his parents saw he was a*goodly child and hid 
him three months, then built an ark and put him in; and when 
Phardaba daughter's maid opened the ark, God touched the natu- 
ral affections of Pharoah's daughter, so that she preserved and 
brought up Moses: and the whok» of that account will folly prove 
the unwe^tried craft, power and malice, of the council of hell, and 
at the same time shew the force and power of the council of hewven^ 
tiiat shall stand in spite of all that oppose. 

' Another circumstance we he^ve recorded in the book of Esther, 
when the gates of hell again endeavored by Haman to destroy tiie 
seed, of Israel;, iq reading that accouqt you may see the dfpUis of 
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God-s eouncil in raising the Qtieen to llie tlipotie^ and m sufferiuji^ 
Mordecsd to be recorded in the King's reeords for disoovering a plot 
against the King's life; bat the reward deferred till a most impor-L 
tant moment. The eir6umstan<ies connected with the femetnbraiice 
of that by the King, all set forth the great depths of God'b wisdoni^ 
the safety of the Church under his care, and the overthrow of th6 
scheikiev and stratagems of the gates of hell. Haman the plot-maker 
is hanged, and Mofdeoai the plot discoverer is rewarded, honoredi 
mod saved, with his kindred, and their enemies are destroyed. The 
gates of hell with all their councils however deep not only get over- 
thrown, but. are made subservient to the display of the permaneAc;^ 
and glory of God's councils ; the power and wisdom and love of 
God to his people are established, and his faithfulness perpetuated to 
ail generations. 

Another instance of the malice of hell we have recorded in Daniel 
ill; respecting Shadrach, Mesheck and Abednego ; there we behold 
the maHce of hell, in fear of being def^at^d, heating the furnace 
seventimes hotter than usual ; yet we find the Lord was in the fur^ 
nace to receive them ; and when their bands were buriit, they walk^ 
ed at large in the fire with the Lord, and held isweet intercourse with 
htm. Now, my Dear Sister, cannot you and I see ahd retrace itt 
our own experience the malice of Satan heating the fire seven Umes 
hotter we think than ever ; and while expecting to be burnt, have 
we not for a moment enjoyed ike conipany of the Lord, conversed 
with hitn, told hio^ of our base ingratitude, and confessed his gpod*- 
bess even in the fire ; toM him of our rebellion against hini and bis 
eove^nment, and has he not told us there, I see no spot or wrinkle 
in thee ? has he not opened his mind freely unto us, that he haa 
loved us with an everlasting love, and that neither height nor depth, 
nor death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, no^ 
things present, nor things to come, shall separate lis from his lovef 
Have we not bowed with sweet adoration and astonishment, at hiii • 
grei^t love and his great mercy^ and have we not said in real broken- 
ness of sfiirit, "How is it, Lord, that thou thus condescendest to 
stoop to notice such a nothing worm?'' Have we hot found, liiougb 
the povfers of unbelief have said we should never be delivered^ l^ave 
we not proved, that the gates of hell have been overthrown and th^ 
couneil of Oo4 made to shine ? yes, often does the Lord appear feir 
us; but the gates, of hell though often defbated^ yet thej are 
tinweary in their consultations. - 

They tried to destroy our poor brother, Daniel, be was cast into 
the Lion'^s den, and no doubt the gates of hell made sure of thehr 
prey and boasted in their victory, when the King sealed the knoutn 
of the Lion's den ; but mark the power of J>aniers God changed thfe 
nature of the voracious beasts for the moment, and in order to brea^ 
4he fall of his servant Daniel, he ordered them to lay down under 
the very mouth of die den : so the council of hell was overturned^ 
and the coQsequence was, the men employed for such a base pur- 
pose^ to take away the life of Daniel, were taken in the very net 
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tteiv/lwd hin^bff Umj; .t^e lions ireo^^ed tbem wii^ c^^^ «Q9U^^ 
find «^«CHl0d £lpd'0 ijudsiAttate npop .them. eye |J^f«M^m^4H!^ 
toniiofdie^eji. 
jSut J :DhaH ftewre you to ipujce .^dilttiqv^ ftofp the *Old Xest*- 

r^t,ifor{iwttejRr,Quld fjftil tu tell of )I^«tfiQ, 4pa.^h> iD^vid, ^h, W 
Wist.Qf.Qur>b|!fethfeq. :i:ecprd0d4n tfee J^iqg^bopkqf ri^o^i^^iPiilt 
i)f>^iQh.ftre::99mml \n Hebrew ;xiv; aftd ^h«4l j^^tn^ip^ w ^^r 
jttMii lip {the maiUh rof ^o qr ^thr^e wiVi^eftWfi .evcnry Wjgi;^ ^^ he 
jMtfLbii/|bf^,H fiawiof the^eep couoolls of Jti^U .cpQ^rded in t}vB l^w 
Uf^^t^WH^ii mo crtiajt MVing c^lM 4p ^bptji ^eajtjii^eQts :a,iid j^H)^ 
•«ijbrLPwn.tc^timoAy^tbm^«^tb.>t^p Bb«ill .e^lf^blifl^i 4^6 ,trvth of w^at 
Plir J^rd .'bs^^ i«J»id. The .fost I Jiball ^pp|ip^, wa^s ,fte ^e^ jtoufiQil 
pf>hell.tp dpftlrpy^Jc^Ms. 4ilRP^t a9 ^ppp .^ .he w.a5 bi:o^£|bt Jf^t^^ 
the devil well knew he was the promised seed, proiul&ed>w<beiA 1^ 
iePM»5Jil .W^-s oy^^tufD^d ;ip Ae t^U of ^dftp; .^ to ov^iAihw vthe 
ituljgD^^oJ; pf .Qod*s .prpiQ^e, ,i^pd destroy , the .pr^wi^B^l s^d, f^ 
.^A^itbat fl^qii Mras.e|||plQyed,;ft[)d ni^^^.hys cpa4"Ct to Jl}he,wi^ 
j|i^ vWfhp p^me worship iBjR, telling tht^m ^'\th ^\l the ^if^t pf 
4^.<WtWP:*® i?oi»ecl^ppH;ap.d,infp5^ hifli»"*h^t he ipigbt goai^^ wor- 
/|J}ip. .Qb the (m^^d ^cwfttapjljpiot (if bjejl, iir^t.to % a plqt ,9m^ 
fes j|^iby;^;PCP^ifie.|Eifld ft^ir p^ptepce <tp ^ftcfthip ^in** Vtwjwp 
^ :foi^ «h>o^elf rgripvpji^ :j}is^ppoiiit!^4 ttbe.piask pf tba.t ^ wji? 
^^^t of, and ithe 4e;sril ^^^ed ip ,^s ^Jig^ ,ftpfi apR^^y^ .^ Jtp 
" 3..fu»B pfhftving tke pbjppt pf bill i{jft«p.,,thipHgh^ .iirfai^tjof ^y^, 
j^ye^depree,fpr{t^ n^jiK^r^of .flfU^(iFP<i^J;W<> yee^[{spld apd^uj^ 

in fl4?^beai;^w4 l^t»be aWW WJfts A^ W^> j<^ iW^ in ^ 
;9filW^s,^J?.^epf. Ilere ag^n ,^e M fi^ .co^pqil .of ,t^ell ;&}i^te{^. 
tiie p^4|jctipn/i.of,God,$iIfi^ed,.Md,||ie .cf^pcil ^qr ^Rjii^e p/Tfitc* 



^♦o^tftnfl; Bjot,»,«iti^fe(li|r^tliit^e,rt* 
I^J iafe.^t .w«r,wi|h bigi-; md ^t 
^fcfteH, {to jsee^f they (Cp^ldiRpt 
i^hfist ; ,4^/l;bMi«g PW%i:«^tW«B 

.% AR9«!4esMityWias.ftgiL^d,tp#S 
^%^i,<TftV^tpHWi,es^;ff ade ?hiipi|p 

5»C9fe?/sefiJ(^f^r!i.a»d.ft^tjW^^ and,} 
9rj^.<?^)t^i«MU|P<9fi»>5P^. T^ft 
mPy!f9^ Wn,6n|l,tbp ^,rigf^s|bu^ 
W^^^^tf* IW J[Ht.hw.op,tt 
Md fii^aifns " # 'P^nj^Mr 
ternal spirits at the gates of he! 
J19H epjM) WtJi ,*e^|ffj^of ,%ir: 
^re^ppall^^ Mr<l;|i ,^he ij^fo^fn^ti,9P 
,$feir,re,y«pge,^d pj^ji^e ; | jiaving 
>,^jatpb .app.^si^l jt^e ,^j^pijp^re, , 
^*%^!joflSA*.e,CQpapU 4f^f 

.^ird,d^y.hei(ric^e. Jaereiii,tb«.c 
3M*of*jg;h. tljey; act^ V^^hi^i^iS 



Rtj^O^jj^ 

|i»^eji^5^ 
e^l^t^ 



B"^ 



|()^ fgpoi^ed ^1jp^>l bec4p^e; ftP^ SPP >J^^ 7 '^^MS > * t^^f 
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%^d. aHacks from the crs(ft« power, mi p^iicy of tl|e d|tQi^ ^nemy I 
lli4 at^cks ^re frequeiitly respecting our interest ia the bl^ssiog oi 
salvaUoQy more th^n is the suitability or niBpessity of i( : piir doUbt^ 
^nd fears are e:^isitje4 a ttiousaad tia(|es owing tQ a ffieling j|ens« ol 
QUr own poor (i^pr&ved min4s- I sbfill oply ^.ili, tb^t if th^ gal^s qjf 
^ell B^eet to make ^hieir last ajttack, iu the article of daathi tba 
wh^le of Gofi's word idecl^res for our eacourageipeiit, tbat ai^ Itha 
per/ec^ons of Jjeb^va)^ are engaged in purpose, in pron^i^e, ai)4 
in poiyer^ tf> bri^g us safely through- May the Lpr.d ble^s you an4 
ne with a fivpA reliance f^fi bim as the Jlpck of £Jtern8Ll Ages, fop 
l^s S9/efci^s' ,salte. 

Lastly y ^^e notice, ffifi cof^latian wfinng Jr<m f^^ hk^d ttnH* 
yki4 M in part iuterW9veii widb^ tj^ othef, 1 shall thisr^fo^e oply 
observe, if It^od's glgry lay ae^r our hearty, in this w^^^y, and id 
tlus ia)oipe, can yve bje saved. Jf our sp^^s saly^tipn from hdl 
£1^4 eyery 4i£^cuUy lay w^th w^ghjt uppi^ our mind Si here WA 
kopw w^ ^fk^^r^ll si3Guxe4 : Q^ounded pot on Qur obedi^Q^, ^q anf 
^ense .of the wpi^d, but upo^ God'i^ p^pmisre confirmed by an oatli. 
jHoweyer ih(B en/^j j^nay rage with J^is great migJiit, pur God iu htf 
fg^^er }» Alpighty, and do di^culties a^e able to frMstra^e }m 
^rj^. J. jS^aU ^ow clo^ tj^e whole, by praying the Lord to gr!au|; 
%e j%asi||g pf bis love ,tp m^e it p|-ofitable tp yoi^r i^m.d ; 3ent 
l^jk idt^isf fhif^ jjOT^ a}oQ^ can effecjL t^is, l^y what I have w^rittpRt 
{ c§fi s^y, Jlj^e ff^th of it I am ^living witpes^ tp; nji^dii Gpd 
w^eaRs M fc> ywr k^^^? '4 W^^ b^ ^ grp*ind of en^cour^^ffijept fpf 

6e ifkt Homp CuA^r^ pterioi} i^ a^dref? youagajp; for pni^ps jt^e I4Q14 
pts,' ^t jV M"t *V>9^ e*?<^<wagewent. You pM# exc^ise .all pwppi, 

• . Tu|E JL^A^T JN My Fa,t»jer';5 ^pjl;$». 



■■ .,..^ ii i — 

ON -THE WORK, SUFFERINGS, AND DEATH OP 
,oup, LOJip. 

(Concluded from page 24B.) 

TlH^ ban^ <^ j^i^,a,uu,el is ^en in tos glorious work of redeimpr 
jlgk?n. jF?;'st, in Ada^ and Eye, jjp giving thpm this prppii^e, .*.^ Tfee 
s^^i.^^V Wojn»Jti ^all brjuise ifcb^ ^erpeqt'^ h.ea,d j" and to cour 
.y^i^ce ^efiOi he ,wa9 r^cp^ncHed tp ,tbem, be jdodie.d tbem. Secondly, 
ip the i^ei^enr^tion of jfehe c^il^ri^n pf Istf^d frpm their bondage ta 
jPjha^r^, Efpd. vi..§. *** I lyntl?^ J^Ord, (flmroanuel,) I will briug 
ytpu q^ i^^9p under the ^uf,i^<§^ .pf ||he Egyptia^^, and will rid you 
^j*t pf jl^^r .l?pii,4age, by a uo^ty band ^jftd p.utstrptch^d arm." Be- 
ft'^ej^hiey w:^,e Vpugjht wt, ;t^l.^ Lan^ w^s killed ip the pyeiijip|. 
T^ilpab, the killing, iliip blpojd, Mio u^^ pf it, 9fld its effects, lyp^- 
jlied Ae glpri9us a^d We^se^ c^eqts of J^je ^ujflferiwgs and xj$at|i pi 
9W gWfPM Igewnapii^. ?:Ue 4<?ijiy.er9Mce i4 Uie I§r«^U^es Crpoi Uus 
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V>B4ft|(« bf Phkroah by the miglity hand of God, typtfees ovr ^lat4^ 
•lis deliirerance from the bondage of sin and satan, by the mighty 
work of the Holy Spirit in us. Forasmuch then as the ohildren aref 
partakers of flesh and blood, He our Emmanuel also took part o# 
the same ; that through death, he might destroy him that had the 
power of death, that is the. Devil. For that he himself (Christ) bath 
siifered, he is able to succour them that are in any tribulatioo oi^ 
au^ring, and to bring all the redeemed to glory. And as our 
blessed Emmanuel is now crowned with honour and glory, he has 
promised that where he is, there shall all hts fkmily be to all eter-^ 
nity; and with aH the ardour of my mind do I subscribe my hearty^ 
Amen, to the will of my glorified Lord. Amen, so be it^ 

BiQssed be God the Father, for the gift of hts well beloved Swtl 
for the redemption of our souls. Blessed be God the Son, for what 
he hath suffered for us, and done in us ; for what he is to us, in all 
krs precious names and titles ; and fpr what he will do with us; 
John xiv. 3. *' I will come and receive you unto myself, that where 
I am you may be also." Blessed be the Holy Spirit, for all -hi* 
precious and sanctifying influences in us, and for his sealing us, 
which is the earnest of interest in the inheritance ^above. The 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit is the witness in onr souls that we are 
the children of God, by means of the glorious sacrifice of our Emman-^ 
uel on the cross. Christ hath for ever perfected our redemption and 
eternal glofification, and has promised we shall be for ever where he 
is. Thiis the witness of the Holy Spirit and faith in him is strong 
consolation to us, by which we are victorious over trials, sorrows, 
efBiottons^, death and the grave. We can say in the Spirit and by 
faith, " None of these things move me, neither count I my life dear 
«nto me, so that I might finish my course with joy.'' Our blessed 
Lord plainly tells us, that in the world we shall have tribulation, 
and the Spirit witnesseth that triiEls and afflictions abide us; but it 
is only in this life. Thus saith our blessed Lord, Jer. xxix. 11. 
^' X know the thoughts which I think towacds you, tbouglita d(p^c# 
and not of evil, to give you an expected end ; and I will visit you 
and perform my good^word towards you, in causing you to return to 
this place." And what place is this, bqt Heaven above 7 for Christ 
our God and Saviuiiir is entered into heaven, now to appear in. the 
presence of 6od the Father foi* us. Our blessed Lord when speak- 
ing t6 God the Father says, Psm. cxxxix. 16. " In thy book 
(the book oi Life,) all my members were written, which in continu- 
anee were fashioned, when as yet there were none of tbem.*' Al- 
th(VUgfa all the elect were in the book of life, yet there were none of 
them in this world before God made Adam and Eve; sinee their 
creation he has continued in succession the elect to the present 
-time : Adam saw Seth, Enoch and many others, afterwards there 
were Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Samuel, David, 
Ac. «Sro. In the Bible we have recorded a succession of good men, 
<hey have been continued to the present time, and vrill be continued 
^*o the end o*' time. God the Father promised the Son should have 
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x( »eed ibmiA^ftfale as tiM 84«rf of lM4vea, an4 AsIm, li^a, Kfi. .8L 
Who shall deckre his genemtion 1 When we enjoy coimiiqiiMm witk 
our blessed Lord» aad by faith see the f>ros|>erity that will ati)eiid'h» 
•kiiigdcHft and the multitude that wi]L be gathered, th(Mjg4% we way be 
in tribalali^B, yet.it afi'oid^ u$ gi^eat coosoktion. Aga«n» when it 
pleases our gt>adioiis Lord to titt upon uaihe light of bis «»«iltenance» 
ikiki to give us freedom of speech ^lui enlargement of heart at the 
throve of gra»e, smi the Holy Spirit witnesseth that we are saved 
•wilh aa everlasting salv^.tiou, that we are redeemed by his bleieiil» 
-riothed wkh his righ^eousBeto« reaewed by has Spii^ift, and 'sanctified 
^r himself* and that when our days are fulfilled we shall be ever 
y^Mi the Lord ; .then we have strong Qonsolatk>n, however gneait letflr 
iiettbies at the time» 

: The Iiord often oomforts our minds in the ordinances of his ap* 
.pointaent, and enables us to say, Psm. Uxiii. ** Nev^theless I cat 
^n^tinually wiHh thee, thou hast bolden me by my right hand} theu 
sfc^lt guide me by thy council, and afterwards reoeiTe me to gloty ,: 
•wiiom have I in heaven but theet and I desire mone beside thee." 
w^Uhotigb the Lord cause tribulation and grief to come upon na, yet 
he has )H>t, and he will not cast as off for ever; but he wiU hinre 
cOrapassijon ace<»ding to the multitude of bis tender m^^ies.. And 
is not the ibv^e and tender care of the liord towards ua, io.time past 
and pres(&nt, a strong cortsokiUon t6 us, and an evidence that he 
will not cast us off nor foisake us ? Isa. xiiv. 21. << Than abalt ndt 
be forgotten of me." How often has the Lord spoiven tixe mane 
•words Ko* us in 'times of trouble* as lie spake to Ezekiel, tit. 24. *' Go 
shut Ihyself within thy hoiue, and I will there talk with tdiee^;'' moA 
in our retirement the Lord has led us into the scripture «nd 'haa 
talfaed udto us by hiis word, and we have had great delight and beau 
sweetly refreshed in reading, meditation and prayer; and is not this 
another -strong consolation by which we vae .oomfbrted in tini«s of 
trouble. Again, o^r time is short, the night is far spent, the day b 
at hand» we are near the end of our race, the signal for o«r departure 
is on out bead, yea, all over our body; and the meas^uve :of the 
ieagth oi our days wc scarry in our hand. Now is our salvatioii 
nearer then when, we iirst believed. The eternal day is at.hand, and 
1 will give you Rest said our blessed Emmanuel; and is not this 
anothj^r- strong consdlation, that we are near our Father's house ? 

There; is another circumstance worthy of notice in the sufferings 
of our Lord, typified in Lam. i. 14. '* The Lord hath delivered me 
into their hands," that is, into the hands of Judas, Caiphas, the 
Chief Priests, Pilate and the Elders of the people. Now the best 
interpretation that can be given of this delivering him into their 
hands, is by our Lord htmselt*. Pilate saith unto him, I have power' 
4o crucify thee or, to release thee; Jesus answered, thou couldst 
have no power at a.ll against me except it were given thee from 
above. The Holy Spirit speaking of the same, says, " Him being 
delivl&red by the deterriiinate council and foreknowledge of God, ya 
liave taken, and by wicked hands have crucliicd and slain; Act& 
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». an. Thus Gt)d the Fath%lr deliter^ hiita iitto ttietr httHdii. Net- 
iber the Pharisees, nor die oi£)&ers of the Chief Priests, coUld lay 
liftnds u)K>n him till the decreed hotir; but whetl the houf- Was come 
for hitt to be delivered by their hands, Our Lord said, ** Now is toy 
|R)«I tirOubled, and what shall I say. Father save i6e from this hour? 
but for this «2use c&tkie I imto this hour : Father, gloHfy thy anAe.** 
NbVIr as Christ knew the hoUr was come, he went ihto liie r^tf 
^ace in which h^ vf'as to be delivered into the hands of men. Jiida» 
ta«l the band of officers t&ame thither, JesUs knowing: all things that 
weYe to come iipon him went forth, and said unto them^ whom seek 
yel Hiie}^ answered, Jesus of Nazaneth; Jesus said I ain he, and 
-nrh^ he Md I AM, (i.e^ His glorious natoe) tbey fell to th.e gromirf. 
In this was the prophecy fulfilled, " When the Wicked, mine ^e^ 
fliiesand my foes, came ilpon the to eat up my flesh, thdy irtiiAbled 
«md fell ; I will bieal down hi& !bes before his face,'' P»m. xxvii. 9. 
: — Ixxxix. 2a. At this time they could not have taken hlte, if God 
the Father had not delivered him into their hands. Our BmtniHtttel 
deelsre^his Deity and Airaigfaty power, by striking them to th^ 
.i^round, only by the mention of his neilie, I AM* Our blessed 
iiofd covld haive escaped fVH)m them^ but he w^^uld not; fbr became 
ito lullU all righteousness^ and all the Koriptures oon^erbfttg himself. 
When they had risen from Xhe ground, Our blessed Lord asked 
iftetn Itlie veeond time) ^^ Whom sneek yte?--they say JesUS. I have 
ttoidyon tibat I am he." Then beg«n tMf diaholioal and exeamble 
nife agatinst the Holy Lamb of God, 

Let us consider a little of their rago, mdtte^ and citiehy. Our 
Lard said of this time, Luke xxii. dB» ** This is your hour and 
tb^ powers of darkuess." They took him and bound btin» they 
mocked -and derided him, they spit upon him, they smote htm^ they 
pidtted « crown of thorns and put upon his head, and a reed or 
aratSifer a staff in his hand for a mo<^ sceptre t ^Cfy took this staff 
4nd smde the tborny cr,own deeper int» his h^ad; with lies and 
idaitce tliey vehfimently accused him to Pilate^ PiVate * sooorg^ 
htm, nod He«'od with his soldiers set him at nxHight and derided 
ibim; tfaey profeiTed a Murderer beifnre him* They crucified him b^ 
ttween two thieves to represent him the worst of the tbreo. They 
4fovie diernfiils through bis hands and his feet and mocked him as be 
bung on the cross ; after his death they pierced his side^ and when 
be wT,s in bis gsave, in malice they called him a deceiver* Oh ! 
b^w great and excruciating must have been his sufferings i No tao- 
gttage can fully express the agorf^y which he eftdure'i in body and 
fionL Zech. xiii, ?• ** Awake, O sword, against the imtii wbo is 
my fellow,'* s&ith God the Father, ** and smite the shepherd/' Now 
all this came to pass, when the wicked raged agamst him. Thus 
were his bodily sufiorings eiiceedingjy ^ncreaseti by their cruel mock- 
jogs. — But this was not all ; he suftered exceedingly in his soul, 
when Jehorah cansed to meet in him the iniquity of us all, in Ibe 
garden, and on the cr^ss. In his^ agonies he cried, *• My soul is 
^jM^tiding sorrowful, even pnto death: my God! my God! why 
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bast thou forsaken roe?'' Bvt for our everlasting consolation, just 
before he gave up the ghost, he said, " It is finished/' All honour 
and praise be to our precious Saviour for our redemption ! 

Thus I have encleavoured, according to my poor abilities and the 
teaching of the Holy Spirit, to give you a few thoughts on the suf- 
ferings of our Lord, and* also of the consolation that aboundeth to 
us through him. What is the sum .of our pains, sorrows, trials, 
temptations and enemies, when compared with that vrhich he eniw 
dured. We only taste the cup. If we do not taste, how can we 
have fellowship with him in his sufferings. I intended to have writ- 
ten a little on our Lord's, resurrection and ascension into Heaven, 
and of his being there for us ; but the letter is already longer then I 
expected. To conclude, I cannot express my sincere affection for my 
afflicted !^rieud, in stronger terms than in the language of scripture. 
" The Lord bless thee, and keep thee ; The Lord make his face to 
shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee, and give thee peace," 
through life, and at last receive thee into glory, to be for ever with 
oiir dear Lord Jesus. Amen. 

Your affectionate Friend, 

London. P. F. 



THE PRODIGAL SON, 
Luke, XV. 11—32. 

A Certain Man had two Sons, Perhaps these two sons may not 
unaptly represent, the two sons of Abraham, (the Father of the Faith- 
ful) Isaac and Ishmael ; and of whom the Holy Ghost by the Apostle 
saith, (Gal. iv.) that one was the son of the free woman, and the other 
the son of a bond-maid. Which things, s'aith the Scripture, are an 
allegory, for these are the two Covenants. The one Son under Grace» 
the other under the Law. One born after the Spirit, the other after 
the Flesh. The younger an heir of glory, the adopted Son of Jeho* 
vah the Father, who gave him life in Christ with every covenant 
blessing before the world began, the other only a Son by Creation. 
If this interpretation be admitted concerning the two Sons represent- 
ed in this parable, and it be remembered that these are, as the Apos- 
tle terms them, the two Covenants, and the two distinct Seeds, 
namely that of the Woman, and that of the Serpent; then, in my view, 
every difiiculty that otherwise appears in the parable, is removed. 

It is very clear that both Sons were equally involved in sin, and 
both by nature under the Law, but the Adopted Son could notlo^ 
his inheritance of etenial life in Christ ; in which> there was provided 
and prepared for him, by his Covenant Father, a complete SalvatiOii 
in all its parts, in his Covenant Head the Lord Jesus Christ. It was 
on this account that he could no longer feed on the husks, that 
swine eat, when he was brought to a feeling sense of his misery by 
nature. The Elder Son was a good Man in his own eyes; in his own 
esteem lie needed no repentance ; for he said, that he never traaM* 

Vol. 1.— No. 9. N n 
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gr^ised the eemmandmtnt at any time ; he is thenefore angry as «ll 
Pharisees are, when they hear the music and dancing, the spiritual 
joy arising from the salvation of a ruined and pcrisbiAg sinner. 
« I will arise {sBid the Prodigal) uni/ go to my Father^ and say I 
have sinrud against heaven^ and in thy sightr and am noi worthy to 
be called thy son. What said the Father upon this confession? £Nd 
he apbraid or rebuke him l No ! He saw him when afar off* and 
had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck, and kissed him, bid- 
ding his servants, to bring forth the best robe, and put it on him, 
and to put a ring on his finger and shoes on his feet, and to bring the 
iie^ted calf, and kill it, and let us eat (adds the Father) and be merry, 
for this my Son was dead, and is alive again ; was lost, and is foand, 
and they began to be merry. It is here said, that the Father saw 
bim when he was a great way off, i. e. afar off by wicfied worlu. 
The Father knew him in the awful state of nature— he knew him to 
he his Covenant and beloved Stin. His returning to the Lord, was 
sOGoasioned by the Holy Spirit's work in regeneration : bad niot tUs 
taken place, he would never have come to himself, it is God the 
Spirit that works effectually to all saving purposes in quickening 
the dead in sin to spiritual life. All that the Lord liatb said in 
his word unaccompanied by the power of the Spirit, will never pre- 
vail upon the Elder Son to join the o<Micert. Oh ! wondrous Grace, 
the Father knew his prodigal Child, when he was in want and wretch- 
edness ! He identified his person and Qwned biip as his. His wicked 
departure had not dissolved the filial relation in - which he stood. 
The Apostle declareth this blessed truth, in regard of the whole elec- 
'|i#nof Gxace ; because ye are Sons, God hatb sent forth the S^ri^ of 
-his Son into your hearts crying Abba, Father, Gal., iv. 6. Mekfi me, 
(saitb the prodigal) as one of thy hired servants* Here is a livdy re- 
presentation of the humbling effects of divine grace : it lays a dinner 
futroslr^te at the footstool of mercy, as the prodigal with blushii^ 
iace, is lost in the demonstrations of joy, evinced by the yeajmiog 
bowels of the Father, and his kindness thereupon. A 6m expression 
of this joy i$ given by the Father bidding the elder Son, and all the 
. household, to join the chorus, of ** This my Son ^.as dead« and is 
.aliKe again, he was lost, and is found?** 

The elder Son is as angry, as the FaAer is joyous. Like every 

unhn^mbled s.inuer and proud pbarisee, h^e br/eakfl fp^th* in expressions 

(tf high displeasure at the conduct of the Father. Aa soon, {saith ht) 

mtkis ihy Son tva^ come, which hath devoured thy living withhmiH$, 

thou hast killed /or him the fatted calf. Header I remark what inso- 

'knce is here, atid further r>emark that just such is every day mani- 

feated, in the breakings out of the enmity of the carnal mind against 

! God's sovereignty to lost sinners. The malice of men, is sure to be 

excited, when the Lord putteth down the mighty from their seat0,and 

^.exaWth them of low degree, Luke i. 5!S$. 

I would further remark relative to my views of the two Slons being 
representations of the Two Seeds, that the rich man spoken of in 
anotker parable, who died, and was Ixuried, was caUeda Son^ as tbe 
cider brother is in this. He was a Son oi Abraham after the Ae$b, 
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and even in hfcU vas owned as such; while Lazarus wad of the afHri^ 
tual seed» and aa heir according to the promite. It was said to the 
rich man, San thou hadst in thy lifetime thy good things, i. e. all 
that earthly good which as a Spn by creatiou was Gomiug to bim. 
The Psalmist saith that the heavens are the Lord^s, but the earth hath 
he given to the children of men. Psalm ex v. 16. There is for the mos4 
part, but small portions of this world, allotted to the seed of the 
woman, the spiritual Church of Christ; and large portions to the 
wicked, and the despisers of the Everlasting Father, and his Cove- 
nant Sons and Dan^hters, who are heirs apparent to a crown of etet* 
nal glory. I consider the language of the Father to the elder brother, 
all that I have u thine, merely relating to the things of the world, and 
thus the parable will represent the children of God, and the chiidrca 
of tlie wicked OAe, with their respective portions. 

One remark more from what I have wriUeu, and I have done« W# 
see in ibis parable God's sovereignty in the choice of his people, and 
rejection of the rest. His distinguishing grace towards the children 
of promise, while he leaves the children of the bond woman to perish 
ia theur own dcceiviugs, pride and enmity. Enduring with much 
^g ^nfff^^g tJu vessels of wrath fitted to destruction, while his 
invincibie grace brings near the vessels of mercy afore-prepared unio 
ghry, Rom* ix. 22, 23. Oh ! may the Lord of his infinite grace 
apply this heart searching consid^ation to sonie of his own covenant 
Children ! May they be brought to their eternally loving Father in 
Christ Jesus, and pariake of the blessed entertainment of the returrt-^ 
log Prodigal ! May the Lord call in, dMl call home, his banished 
ones, till the whole Church first chosen, and made one, in Christ, air 
brought home to glory, for ever to praise Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost, for the wondrous scheme of salvation by Jesus Christ. 

W. W. 



CAUTION TO MINISTERS. 

To the Editor of the Spiritual Magazine. 
Dear Sir, 

Permit me, through the medium of your valuable Puhlicaftio^, io 
call the attention of the Lord s people, and .particularly Ministeri» of 
the Gospel, to a subject, which to me, appears of vast importance. 

I have observed in the preaehiag of many popular divines in the 
preaeni day, a great anxiety to convince people they are Chrtstii^a^^ 
half the Sermon has been devoted to this purpose; all the difi*er6liit 
feelings and exercises of the Ministers mind during the past weok^ 
&c. have been stated, while the greater part of thtta perhaps had no 
connection or dependance whatever upon the work of. God in thf 
soul. I do not. Sir, object to experimental preaching, for in my eiL*- 
pertencc I have evidence of belonging to Christ.; but to Min^is^rs 
wasting their time iu describing the fears, pr hopes, or au^ietifj|», dt 
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wishes, \vhich are common to all men, more or less, I do most de- 
cidedly object ; as also the very unguarded and positive assertions 
that are sometimes made from the pulpit, relative to evidences of 
interest in Cbrist. 

I have heard Ministers when addressing the doubting Christian, ^ 
say, *' Have you never once felt B,ny thing under the preaching of 
the Gospel t If you have hut felt the word, you are as sure of 
heaven, as thougb you were already there.*' And again, " If you 
have felt but one desire for salvation, that desire proves you are 
alive to God ; for a dead man cannot feel any thing, and the un- 
godly are dead in trespasses and sins." These, with other such ex- 
pressions, 1 have frequently heard from Preachers, who are souod 
in the faith, and zealous for the doctrines of gnice. 

Such statements are, I am convinced, unwarrantable and pregnant 
with mischief. We are told, that ** Herod heard John gladly ;" and 
our Lord describes some characters, as ** Receiving the word with 
joy for a time, but afterwards falling away." It is very evident these 
characters felt something under the word, but where are they now ? 
It is to be feared they are lost. And, did not Balaam desire salva- 
tion ? Else, what did he mean when he said, *' Let me die the death 
of the righteous, and let my last end be Hke his." Notwithstanding 
this, I cannot see that Balaam gave any proof that he was a godly 
man. It is, I tliink, quite clear that a person may feel something 
under the word, and may desire salvation, and yet not foe a real 
Christian. 

Such statements are also productive of much mischief, as they 
raise the hopes of God*s own people on a false foundation. Nothing 
but solid rock will do for the Christian in the hour of severe spiritual 
conflict ; if he have no other evidence before him then, of his in- 
terest in Jesus, than merely having felt something under the word, 
or having had some one desire after salvation, Satan by quoting 
scripture, which he can do- when it suits his purpose, and presenting 
to him such characters as I have mentioned, finds it no difficult task 
to persuade him his evidences are not satisfactory ; while he, misled 
by his minister, has considered those transitory feelings decisive 
proof that all was right between God and his soul, has neglected to 
look any further, is unprepared for the attack, and yields to the foe. 
Now his bright prospects vanish, he sinks into despondency, is tor- 
mented with the most distressing anticipations of wrath and ven- 
geance, and were it not for the supporting grace of the Diviue Com- 
forter, would sink into absolute despair; All this distress he may 
attribute to the mistaken kindness of his Minister. The real 
Christian has abundant evidence of his belonging to God, and with 
that eridence he should ever be prepared, then would he be ready 
for the enemy*s attacks. Self-examination is a most profitable em- 
ployment : for a Christian is like a good piece of money, the more 
attentively it is examined, the more numerous and decisive will be 
the proofs of its goodness. 

There are in all Congregations many hearers who are not taught 
of God, who yet feel something under the word; especially if the 
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Preacher be a powerful anU impressive speaker ; and who desire and 
expect to go to heaven when they die. How will this sort of per- 
sons be affected with such statements? they will conclude ail right; 
go to sleep in the lap of carnal security, and awake, if grace prevent 
not, in hell. Ministers of the (jrospel are God's servants and are 
highly responsible ; they are not to speak to the grief of those whom 
God has wounded, but to comfort his people ; at the same time, to 
warn the sinner, remembering God hath said, if through the neg- 
ligence of the watchman, the sinner perish, his blood shall be re* 
quired at the Watchman^s hand. ST£PHANAS. 



THE DISPLAY OF DIVINE GRACE, 

IN TH£ EFFECTUAL CALLING OP A BELOVED SON AT THE 
ELEVENTH HOUR. 

(Recorded by a Believing Parent) 

When I first apprehended danger from the appearance of my son 
I eiLperienced such distress of soul, accompanied with rebeUioua 
thoughts, that I am at a loss to describe them ; I prayed the Lord, 
if it were his will, I might die in his stead, and his mother was well 
nigh ready to curse the day she gave him birth ; arising from the 
state he was apparently in, having no saving knowledge of God. I 
ventured to hint the danger I conceived he was in, and addressed 
him, " Would to God I could die for you !*' At first, natural affec- 
tion led me to speak to him of Christ ami atoning blood, the neces* 
sity of being clothed in the wedding garment, and the blessedness of 
the Saints in Heaven, rather than enquire whether he was sensible of 
his lost state by nature ; to. this he said, " I have doubted whether 
there be any Heaven or not." — I asked, " How long haye you doubted 
this?" He answered, '' £ver since I was seven years old the Qevil has 
been following me, to persuade me so!" This much encouraged me, and 
raised me to hope that a good work was begun in him. I was enabled 
to speak to him of the glories of the heavenly state ; and he observed, 
" Oh ! Tm afraid they will never fall to my share !" These observa* 
lions convinced me, there was some reason to believe he was sensible of 
his state as a sinner before God; and of hb inability to apply a single 
promise of the blessed Gospel to himself. And he observed, when the 
suitableness and fullness of the Redeemer were' mentioned to him, 
with the power to save, " Yes ! but I cannot give it myself;" con* 
vincing me that he found himself in a state of insolvency, having 
nothing of his own to pay. From . this I was induced to h<^ the 
Lord would reveal himself to him as a God pardoning iniquity, trans- 
gression and sin. His. mother was also much supported by that 
blessed portion of God's word, " Is there any thing too bard for the 
Lord V The agonizing pains under which he laboured, prevented 
hiifl from conversing long together; in himself he appeared com- 
pletely destitute, acknowledging to a spiritual Friend, he had no 
righteousness of his own to depend on. This Person asked him if 
he had ever thought upon Eternity ; he replied with great solemnity, 
'* Yes, scores of times !" 
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1 w6ukft b^re remark, tliat he was uiifform in his fttteildaiioe &k 
the tteans of grace ; so much so, that I had often enquired of him, 
'* You are very regular in hearing the word, pray, what do you piolii 
therein?" But I could never gain a satisfactory reply. He was 
always ready to attend the duties and privileges of the Family :— 
and Oh ! what abundant cause have I to he thankful, that I was 
. enabled to pour forth my soul to the Lord in their behalf, and for 
the pro6t derived from reading the word and meditating thereon, in 
the midst of them ! He was honest, very honest in all his dealingsr^ 
and as to diligence in business, he was proverbial for his industry. 

I mention these things to enhance the restraining grace of God, 
which suffered him not to fall into the grosser acts of sin, and yet 
kept him from Uie general delusion of dependance on inherent holi- 
ness, and pretended obedience. 

On Saturday some symptoms of his recovery in- 
spired me with a degree of hope that he would be restored, but ia 
the evening, and Sabbath day morning, a most violent attack of 
spasms succeeded, which again brought on tndammation, and then 
there appeared no hope left. When his medical attendant left the 
jTooni on the Monday, he eagerly enquired his opinion ; — and, can 
the Reader anticipate, my feelinss at the enquiry? Knowing the 
danger of his i^tuation, I dared not flatter, but placing one hand over 
him on the bed, and the other on the bedside, my heart bursting 
with grief, I replied, " My Dear- Boy ! there is no hope !" He naid, 
^* Oh ! my dear Father, you have been unkind to roe ; — why not 
sooner inform me of my danger, and that I could not recover T' 
Being taken out of bed soon after, a Friend asked him how he felt 
his mind ; he answered, '< Miserable I Miserable !" and added, '^ I 
have been such a wicked sinner, I fear I shall go to hell." He was 
asked, how he came to know and feel he was such a sinner ; and who 
he thought Chritit came to save? sinners, or righteous persons! He 
then sent for me, from another room, (for he had two or three per- 
sons constantly attending hire, being unable to lie long, by reason of 
lacking pain,) and on approaching him, he begged me to ptay with 
him. Here I cannot describe my feelings, — i toid to him, ** My deat 
8oy ! what am I to ask the Lord forT He replied, sweetly replied, 
* For a token, a manifestation, that I shall go to Heaven !' 

I wouhl bless, and magnify the riches of ^vine grace. O eleet- 
iog love, and the anspe»kable blessings contained in iht Covenant 
^ m^roy, the sure mercies of David I Sure to all the seed. Yes, 
at the eleieoth hour the word of our Covenant God shall be falBlled. 
•The bruised reed be wiU not break, and thesmekiteg flax he will not 
•^aench ; hat he will bring forth judgment anto victioty* 

The Lord the Holy Ghost enabled aie earnestly to beg for the 
tetdatioaof Christ to his sonl, which prayer, blessed be his name, 
Ite was pleased in rich mercy to answer; thas provbg the Irulth of 
bis own word, that he hath not said to the seeking seed of Jacob, 
ISeek ye my face in vain. | was now brought to see and acknowledge 
liie sovereign mercy, of Gody la enaibltng one who while in health 
^oultd Bfi4 endure the name of Death, aor even witness the arrange- 
laculs of fuiK'ral ceremonies, now, in the prospect of etcfraitje^ boldly 
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chajknge Death and the Grave. On my asking him how he ! felt,, iie 
Eem£|iti^ed, '' It ts all right yet !" This reply filled me with aiBtaaisk- 
meatand delight; aad I centiDned,— r^ But my dear Boy!, will it be 
well io death r He made ainswer, with pecuUar emphasis, ' i hts^ 
it will!' 

I forbore sfl^yiog much more tq him at tiiis time, as his pains 
were most distressing. After this conversation, when he was so re-» 
duced by his disease as to be scarcely able; to specdc, he was heard 
to exclaim, ' Hallelujah ! Hallelujah !' and ' When, when will Jesus 
take me away Y Notwithstanding his severe pain, he was frequently 
observed to smile, and being raised es (he bed he repeated in an 
extatic manner, 

** Cease fond nature, cease thy strife ! 
And let me languish into life."' 

He became exceedingly desirous to depart ; he said to me, ' Father ! 
i am afraid the Lord will not hear my prayer, and that he will not 
take me away ; for I want to be gone !' I replied, • My Boy ! the 
time will shortly come ; may the Lord give you patieuce.* He fre^ 
t(uedtly expressed his fear that he should have another night to pass 
through, (which felar was realized,) but it only served to prove the 
goodness of God in supporting his soul in hope, and in rebuking the 
busy enemy. 

He often exclaimed, * I want to be gone ; I want to go directly V 
* Come, dear Jesus, come !' * Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly V 
On lifting liim from bed, with what a calm and serene countenance 
he looked upon me, and expressed the following language, 'O death, 
where is thy sting ? O grave, where is thy victory V This exclanm- ^ 
tion can never be forgotten by me : and Oh ! may I, an unworthy, 
vile, hell'deserving wretch, thus be enabled to exult in the prospect 
of death; with the finished work of Christ in view, and by faith 
clothed upon with his righteousness, and sensibly washed in the 
fountain of his precious blood ! 

I was truly amazed to see how sweetly that passage was fulfilled, 
perfect love, the love of God shed abroad in the heart, casteth out 
fear. Some time after he requested one to 'go to prayer; I again 
'asked him what I should enquire of the Lord for : he' replied, that 
he might be kept from temptation. He was afraid his confidence 
would fail ; and this I plainly discovered to be the work" of the ene- 
my ; -who no doubt after following him for niort than ten years, to 
persuade him there was no heaven to be enjoyed and no hell to' fear, 
was dreadfully disappointed in losing one whoni he knew Jesus had 
redeemed by the blood of his cross, and as a trophy of his sufierings 
had enabled to believe in him, and to rejoice at even the appearance 
of Death. 

Afterwards, 1 heard no more complaints; the Lord did not suffer 
this babe in grace to be ten^pted above what he enabled him to bear. 
He again resumed his former hope and confidence, ex^claiming, * O 
Lord, in thy great goodness, have mercy on me.' Praying to be gone, 
and adopting similar expressions with those before given, such as, 
' Come, Lord Jesus, and take a poor sinner to diyself T and * I long 
to be gone, and to be with Christ.' His time was now rapidly expir- 
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ing, and bis departure was evidently near, when he said, he hoped 
he should not struggle in d^ath, — and his hope was realized ; for 

early on Tuesday morning a short convulsive motion, and two or 

three soft sighs, announced that his happy spirit had fled to the 
bosom of bis Covenant Father, and his God. 

Reader ! if you know any thing of electing, dUtingoishtng, unme- 
rited mercy, in the gift of God for the salvation of bis Church, join 
with an unworthy parent, to sing in strains of love and gratitude, 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed farus^ therefore let us, bis highly 
favored ones, keep the Feast* Amen, Amen. 

MODERN CALVINISM. 

To the Editor of the Spiritaal Magazine. 
Mr., Editor, 

I beg leave through the medium of vour Magazine, to lay before 
the Household of Faith, one of the awUil dilemmi^ into which Amii« 
nians are continually falling, viz: 

A short time since, I went to hear a popular Evangelical Clergy- 
roan, (so called) and his text was taken from the Ist Epistle of St. 
Paul to the Thessalonians, the fifth chapter and ninth verse, ** For 
God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our 
Lord Jesus Christ.** In the course of his Sermon he told us, the 
Articles of the Church of England are no further Calvinistic thaa 
Calvin agreed with Arminius ; that the language of bis text was not 
as some supposed, addressed only to the Church at Thessalonica, nor 
as others affirm, to the Church of Christ exclusively, but to all mum- 
hind; and to shew that such a doctrine is in perfect unison with the 
glorious doctrine of Election, he told us, that the word appointed 
does not signify decree, fix upon, or determine, but that God is 
willing, and anxious that all mankind should be saved if they wilU 
but some of them will not. This doctrine, Mr. Editor, brings us to 
the conclusion, that God would fain save all mankind, but there are 
some that will not be saved, consequently he cannot save them ; it 
then follows of course, pursuing this argument, that man is stronger 
than God ! I shudder at. the thought, while I write it, that there can 
be men professing themselves Christians, who endeavor to stamp a 
lie upon the Volume of Inspiration, deny the efficacy of the dear 
Redeemer*s blood, and make the adorable Creator dependant npoa 
the will and caprice of those his hands have formed. 

Again, Mr. Editor, I went to hear this same Evangelical Clergyman, 
and bis text was in the 16th verse of the same chapter. " Rejoice 
evermore.'* By this time our Theologian had found out that this 
verse is not addressed to the ungodly man I I would advise this Gm- 
pel Clergyman, the next time he takes two texts out of the same 
chapter, to read over i\xe first sermon before he writes the second, and 
then, perhaps, he will not insult the memories of his polite auditory, 
by such contradictory assertions. 

Mr. Editor, my prayer is, as expressed in the Litany, " From all 
false doctrine, heresy and schism, Good Lord deliver us.** 

S. N.S. 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR, 

On his Review of Mr. Vaugh0n*» Sermon. 

We readily insert the following Remarks on a part of th€ 
Renew of Mr. Vaughan*s Sermon, because we think thai 
the Writer, notwithstanding his groundless suspicions, 

, evinces the feeling of sincerity in the expression of some of 
his opinions; and we hope ever to be found studious, to 
treat with respect the candid statements f^our Corresponr 
dents, however they may differ with its in their tdews of 
divine truth. But, that our Readers may form a correct 
estimate of our avowed principles, we will give a literal 
copy of the Letter, with our comment following eachp^^rOf 
graph successi^ely.-^Bv. 

Dear Sir, 

In 8 4«y of tebqke and bl«:fe]>hemy like this, it fiecometfa well jth^ serTanU of 
tfie Most High God, to l>e yery jealous for the Lord of Hosts. It is with this 
feeling, and not as the ehampion of Mr. Vanghan, that I woald address the 
Readers of the Spiritual Magazine in reference to a Review pf Mr. Vasghai^a 
Sermon^ <' Ood the Doer of all Tilings," Thoqgh I might dwell on the nnfair^- 
ness wtik whieh the Reviewer has treated Mr. Vaughan^ In bringing forwari^ 
assertloas and insinptations instfeaf) of proofs, yet | will t^rt vs^y from all saq^ 
considerations, ta the ipieat snbject before ns. 

The limito of ' The Spiritual Magazine' will not afford spaee 8uf« 
ficieat for the whole of this Letter, with ({uotaUona therefrom after-* 
wards, conaequently we must request those who think it worth while 
to peruse our remarks, that thejr will first go through the former^ 
and they will not only have the advantage of all that is aliedged 
against us ; but, by reeurring to the above, they will judge for them- 
selves whethtf the Writer does, or does not, pome forward as ^ Th^ 
Champion of Mr. Vaughan I*" 

On the charge of ^* Unfairness,*^ vte put it to the Reader, possessed 
K>f the lowest attainments, whether the guilt of such a charge does 
liot lie with its utmost aggravation on this Writer? Thinking proper 
to give our testimony against the Advocate of sentiments which are 
unproductive of spiritual advantage, we took in hand his published 
Creed, and asserted the principle on which that creed was founded ; 
s^nd prof[^eeding with the statement of a counter opinion, wit were 
eompelled to postpone its completion, for the conveniience of our 
Correspondents, whose poetical contributions were prepared for the 
^nal pages of the nu>nth*s number — and on whose department we halt 
already encroached^ Of the incompleteness of the Review, our 
Readers were informed at the foot of page 223* But <^ The Cham- 
pion of 3|r. Vaughan,'* in bis burning zeal, scorned to wait the pro* 
tracted period of one months and indulging in the Furor ScfHbeudi, 
begins by complaining of the beam in his brotber^s eye, while veil* 
Vol.. l.-^No. 9. Q 



Digitized by viiOOQ iC 



282 REVIEW. 

Digh deprived of vision tiy the mote in his own ! We shall presently 
liotice the dilemma into which this unguarded impetnosity has driven 
him. 

Hie Reviewer writes, '^ The mystery of Jehovah's will, is a profound, which 
. none bift Jeiiovah himself, in his Tlireefold names, can to perfection explore. 
He hath declared some of the vast pnrposes of his will; to the contemplatioa 
ef them, calls fordi the exercise of onr f«th ; and in them enables ns to trace 
theproof ef his eternal designs:— bat no where are we encouraged by the light 
of reason to pry therein. Without the heavenly Conductor, we are not author- 
xed in^ even attempting to tread the path which leads to the confines of tbe 
eternal mind/' I am nnwiNing to suppose that the Reviewer intended to lose 
tbe diitinct PersonaUties in Jehovah in a mere distinctien of names ; tbovgh 
one nf t established in the blessed truth, that ours is a covenant God in tliree 
Persons, not a Ood in three covenant names, migiit be led into Sabellianism by 
the eltnreuton, ** Covenant names," in tbe first paragraph, and by that of ** Je- 



itnn 



liovah |B his threefold namea*' in this under consideration. 

We admire the caution displayed in Uie assertion, that the use of 
ihe above terms is liable to leaa those not established in tbe tratli, 
into die belief of one of the damnable heresies of the day 1 We 
hope ifte heart of the Writer did not dictate, what the intimation 
given Would fain induce us to suspect: — " If 1 could but bring- bone, 
to thiif Reviewer, the charge of Sebellianisniy I should gain a. victory 
indeed!'* We repeat — we hcpe not. On re-perusing the passage 
eritidBed, and comparing it with the tenor of our other observations 
at the same time^ we feel confident we are justified in fearing thus 
much ; but while we are prepared boldly to meet our Critic on this 
point, what can we suppose his feelings must have been when the 
continuation of our Review (pa^e 249) was read by him ? Surely tbe 
blush of ahame deepiy' dyad hrs countenance on reflection, that be 
had indulged a suspicion, that an Advocate for the distinct per- 
sonalitiea of Tbe Father, and of TbeS6n, and of The Holy Ghost, 
should adopt terms indicating a belief in the blasphemies of SaM- 

liU9\ 

Bnt t» proceed ^ He hath declared someof the vast purposes of his will. I wonid 
ask your readers whether God hath not revealed, set forth, declared in the Bible 
numberless other matters besides some of the vast purposes of his will?" Whether 
God. hath not recorded there mimberless actings of His, and various historical 
facts coneemini^ nations and individnalsjyea concerning the whole human race, 
in and from Creation, that by comparing these: His^actings and recorded dealings 
with the declared vast purposes of his will; His people may see and Imow, that 
He will be found no otlier than that God which the declared purposes of will 
set Him forth to be. Bnt having given the paragraph verbatim from the review; 
I may be allowed to insert instead of tJie pronouns the nouns they are meant to 
represent, and then the passage stands thus—^ The mystery of Jehovah's wiH is 
a profound which none but Jehovah himself, in his threef<Hd names can to per- 
fection explore. He hath declared some of the vast purposes of bis will, to die 
conteitiplalion of the declared vast purposes of his will chIIs forth the exercise 
cf onr faith; and in the declared vast purposes of his will enables us to trace the 
proof of his eternal designs.'' What are yonr readers to understand here ? That 
Jehovah enables us to trace in the dedared va^t pvrposrs of his will the proof 
of the vast purposes of his will. Perhaps the Reviewer hath discovered tUe 
eternal de<igns of Jehovah to be somethilig diiferent from the declared vast 
purposes fid His will. 
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To the question proposed at the opeQiJig of this parag[r8^fa we beg 
to reply. Jehovah hath "revealed, set forUi, declared, numberless 
other matters ;'* but those other matters are irrelevant to the point 
contested. For the elucidation of the terms we made use oi^ by 
supplying the place of the pronouns with the nouns they represent^* 
we are most thankful,, but we very much doubt whether some of pur 
Readers wilt be equally so ; we must confess we gather from the 
Writer*s version of our seutiment more than we choose to express \ 
and that we may not anticipate the observations we have hereafter^ 
to make, we pass on. With all its imperfections we had ratlier our's 
should stand as It does. 

But the Reviewer proceeds ; No where are we enconraKed by the light of 
reason to pry therein, that is into the declared vast purposes of his Will->yet he 
informs us above that Jehovah calls as to contemplate them by faith. I taie it 
for granted that the Reviewer meant, that we are no where encouraged to pry 
by the mere light of reason apart from revelation into the Declared .vast pur- 
poses of Jehovah's will ; Instead of thus glancing obliquely at Mr. Vanghan, the 
Reviewer should have proved to your readers that Mr. Vaugtian is guilty of this; 
that Mr. Vaughan witlwut the heavenly Conductor attempted to tread the p^th' 
which leads to the confines of the Eternal Throne. There are numbers who' 
maintain^ that Mr. Vaughan has brought to the contemplation of the declared 
vast purposes of Jehovah's will, the exercise of faith— Rather, they will sa^, the 
Holy-Cniost hath brought Mr. Vanghan's reason or mind Into a state of believing 
the declared vast purposes of Jehovah's will, and believing them, the same- Hb^' 
Ghost hath led him to cpntemplate them, that is, to turn them over in his mindy 
thbk and meditate upon them with believing adoring and self abased views' of 
Jehovah, whose declared purposes they are. — For surely if tiie Reviewer meana 
any thing by slaying ^ to the contemplation of them calls forth the exercise of 
our faith ;" he means, that Jehovah calls us to the exercise, of a believing mind/ 
that Is to the exercise of our reason und,er the guidance and teaching of the 
Holy Ghost in thinlcins about and drawing conclusions from the vast purposes of 
Jehovah's will declared in the Bible, for the contemplation to whieh J^ovah 
calls His people in the exercise of faith, is the contemplation qf the declared 
vast purposes of his wiU^not as of so many words without, attacliing ideas to 
them, or alone but in connection with His recorded actings and dealiugs, from' 
whence under the teacliuag of the Holy Ghost Spiritual, Holy, Humble infer* 
ences will be drawn. The Reviewer will find that was the veiy way:in whidi 
the Holy Ghost led St. Paul, Acts xvii. 1, 2, 3. Now when they Jiad passed 
through Aniphipolis, and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica where was a. 
synagogue or the Jews, Aiid Paul as his manner was went in unto them and 
diree sabbath days reasoned with them out of the Scriptures^ Opening and 
alledglng that Christ must needs have suffered and risen again from the dead, 
and that '^ this Jesus whom I preach unto you is Christ." It may be nrjged, Uiis 
is quite a different thing from reasoning about such a subject as " OodbeUig &e 
Doer of all things" or God being tlie Originator of Sin. Not at all as tq t|ie 
manner of treating tlie subjects. One may oe contemplated as spiritually as the 
other in the exercise of faith, .that is by reason under the. teaching of the Hply 
Ghost throagh and from the Bible. *' * ^ 

When we spoke of the Lord the Spirit under the ehw^ct^ of die 
Heavenly Conductor, did the Writer crg-atn suspect our faith in The- 
Holy Trinity? Probably not. Taking the hint from f^ The Cham-' 
pion of Mr. Vaughan,'* vre will tell him and our Readers inberein we 
discovered Mr. V.'s palpable deficiency. We did not say, nor can the • 
expression we adopted (and it is quoted above) be legitimately con- ' 
strued to lueany that Mr. V. ^* by mere light of Reason, apart from- 
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tlevelation/' conducted his inquiry. But we clitinot withtiold -^itf 
opinion, and it is forced upon us by the whole of the Sermon, and 
ne Quesiionist, that Mr. V. has given no proof that his reasoning 
faculty was under the guidance of the Heavenly Teacher. He may 
be on adept in metaphysics, but he does not exemplify a knowledge 
of Christ and his mystical union with his Church. He may be strong 
in argument, but he does not appear to be strong in the Lord, and in 
fhe^ower of his might. Hence^ after a close inspection of each 
aacceed^ngpage of his Publications, we could discover none of the soul- 
cheering effects which necessarily result from superior knowledge of 
9ehovah*8 will; none of that holy triumpbi which exalts him who has. 
access to the Person and Glories of Christ; — none of that commu- 
pion with the Father and the Son, which by fellowship with the H^ly 
Crhost, every believer strong in faith attains to the enjoyment of. 

It were well here to note St. Paurs manner of condacting hi$ 
reasoninge^ and we have a memorable instance in the Apostle*a 
Letter to the Church alluded to by our Critic ; which doubtless is 
confirmatory of his oral testimony delivered during the three Sabbath 
days at the Jewish Synagogue : ** Now God himself and onr Ffttheri 
and our Lord Jesus Christ, direct our way unto you, — -^To the end 
he may stdbUih your hearts unblatneabk in holiness before (Sod, eve^ 
cur Father , at the coming qf our Lord Jesus Christ with uU his 
00ints:* 

t'rolB what the tteviewei* Writes in bis ftixth paragr^phi yoor readers might 
tappose, that Mr, Vanghan lays the basis^ as the Rdviewer calls it, of his super- 
Mrnctiire and proceeds to argue upon it without any explanation. Is this the 
iaet-^If your readers will turn to Mr. Vaaehan's sermon they will see that lii 
the veiy next paragraph to that out of which the Reviewer takes the broad 
principle laid doi^n by Mr. V. he thus writes <' When we say God's will is the 
alone will that is done in and thropghoht all Creation the one source and spring 
0f every action and of every event ; thus ascribiDe What is properly called Free 
"Will to God only. We do not mean that no other behig save God has a vdIL 
The bmtes have a will ; and all moral Creatures have in distinction from them, a 
if^ianal vrill ; a will that is directed by thought and knowledge. Bat this will 
pf theirs is, in perfect consistency with their free agency (that is with theur 
moral beine) controlled tty and so made to be coincident with, the one absolute 
will of Goo. ^Now if the Reviewer attempts to set aside Mr. V.'s broad prin^ 
ciple taken with Mr. V.'s explanation, he will attempt to prove himself an 
Atheist—fbr cotild any being except God will any thing independently and that 
will, independently ofJehovah^s wiHy be done, (for nnless the Reviewer proves 
lfai» he proves nouiing) then he will prove that there are two Gods (for an inde^ 
pendent Being is a God) and this I conceive wonld be proving that there is no 

• Out fteaders will thank our Correspondent for the estraci front. 
Mr. Vaughan's Sermon, for unless it had been handed us in this 
tiCiter, they would never^ by our oceans, have been fttvored with the 
quotation ; as we stiadiously avoided -copying hia arguineitt«» aad 
that for the following reasop, We have been clo^ observers of the 
il^eljigious world many yefirsi and have witnessed the disorder and dia^ 
grace brought upop a (iospel profesaion by publications^ which have 
cherished profitless disputation on nuitteri purely speculative, Aad> 
by th« hel|} of the l^x^.% we i^r^ detemiqcdl that oujr pagaa afaail pp^ 
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Aim' An vifMM for Um display of the prowls of Specuhltdts*^ 
•tiife cannot nfifitflvr grace to the hearers. 

We will anticipate out Criiic, who is by this time asking, '* TheiK 
Ivhy trouble yourselves with such a subject as that wiiiob Mr« Vaiig^ 
b^q has so ably treated on?*' We will answer the quesCbn ifi ese 
word. This Magaizitie is not established for the (lurpose of coltetst* 
ing the fruitful seeds of strife and unprofitable contention* but as 9^ 
Treasury for that which is spiritual; and» as in the case of tba 
Seroioa and the QuestianiH adverted to, for the ** hinging in (into 
the Church) a better Aope** than the writer of those works has bititd«d 
on. Our Correspondent has secured to himself the publication of 
his reply, by his acknowledged jealousy for the Lord of Hosts, tindp 
we are bouqd respectfully to . regard every Qomraunicatioa addressed 
to us on such a principle ; but we repeat, we do not bind ourselvea 
to occupy our already too circuinscribed pages, with oiatter that 19^ 
not truly spiritual^ and worthy '^ The Sain t'9 Trei^ury." 

I would request your readers to recollect that the worcjls nsed iii the Bible, 
have not alwajs the same meaning— Their meaning therefore in every pJkce 
uiiist be fathered tmder tlie teaching of the Holy Gwost by a bumble considei'-' 
ation ef the context, or we shall make the Bible speak strange contradieti«n8.-*«* 
So that whii^ as in the passage which the Reviewer brings forward from &t». 
James, it is trae '< Let no man s^ w^en lie is tempted, I am tempted of Ood.— . 
It is equally tfne that ** Ood did t^mpt Abraham/* So the for^ years in thie 
Wilderness wiere' ^* a day of temptation'' to the Israelites.— I would ask the Re- 
viewer, who tempted them? Deiit.viii# 1, 2, S« So Ood tempted Hezekiah.^^' 
Qod broap;ht aboat those very circnmstances, and brought the Israelites and 
Hezekiah into them,t)v which He made Hezekiah and the Israelites shew oiitan4 
know what was in theip hearts ; l^o shew and know the sinful state into which ther 
had brought themselves by their sin in Adam.— Is Sin a something which God 
holds np to men that they may long for it f Or is Sin by God's inspiring U tUtni 
the mind^ and hearts ef men. litis Mr. V. has pointedly and pssitiveiy denied^ 
Let me in Christian friendship adyise the Ueviewer and your readera to do what 
some to my own kgnowledge have do^e. They have found themselves unable to 
understand Mr. V.'s Sermon by reading it once or twice ; they have read it again 
and again, and have at last found sweet Gosp^ strength, peace, joy and thank- 
fidness, overcome weakness, agitation, distress, and disgust. Yea vehenhent 
opppsers of Calvinistic doctrine (I would rather fay of Jehovah's Sovereignty) 
have, by that and his Questionist as the doctrine contained in tliem lias bee^ 
opened by the Holy Ghost, been brought to establishment in God and His' 
Christ. 

As I only wished to make some concise observations upon what appeared to 
me contrary to the truth of Gcd, I shall not detain your readers with noticing 
the nnscriptural use of scripture expressions, of wliich the Reviewer is guilty 
everal times ; only remarking that if your readers will (urn jto their Bibles, they. 
Will find that the expressiotts, ** minister questions rather than godly edifying,*^ 
'^ hnman traditions," and ^ rudiments of the world," are there nsed with reference 
to queations about the law introduced by Judaiaiag teachers, or to those man in- 
vented, hypocritical observances to the setting aside the law of God, on account 
of which the Lord Jesus Christ so sharply mid cuttingly rebuked the Pharliees 
of his day, and wliich are therefore quite irrelavent to .the subject of Mr. Vang- 
hanHs Sermon, or Mr. OwenVStrictnres. Indeed the accommodation of scrip- 
tural expressions, and serintdr^ texts in a sense dHIbrent f>om the mind of tHe 
Hnly Ghost expressed by them In their context, is a matter of deep regret to ' 
myself and others ui the present day ; and which, in NOine Instances, it is to 'be- 
fenred, has afforded occasion for the adversaries of the truth of iG^od to triumph* , 
I would conclude with a few instances from Hooker on tliis poiht — *' I hold it 
aniost iolfiUiUe rule in expositions of sacred scriptuiHs, that where a literal eon« 
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straction will stand, the farthest from the tetter is cimiitioiily the worst. There 
is nothing more dangerous than tliis licentious and deluding art» which changeth 
the meaning of words,, as alchymy doth or would do the substance of metals, 
maketh of any thing what it listeth, and bringeth in the end all truth to nothing." 
I should be thankful were vonr readers led to read and study the first book 
especially of this great raan'iB Ecclesiastical Polity, they might be surprised by 
finding how coincident Mr. Vaughan's sentiments are with Hooker^s. 

Trusting, that you Sir, have in your work, the true edification of the Church of 
the living God at heart, and that as the Holy Ghost ma^ be pleased to make use 
of it, your desire Is to minister to that edification with justice and impartiality, 
I tfannot but hope that you may be led to give these obsenrations a place in your 
publication. 

I am. Sir, yours respectfully, 

A SERVANT OF CHRIST, 

For the reason before assigned, we ^ave the major part of the 
conclusion of ibis Letter i|nnoticed ; as to the scriptural expressions 
we quoted, such as. Human Traditions, &c. Sec. we did not need our 
Correspondent's information, that they were used by the Apostle' 
against erroneous teachers of the Law ; .hut. we require other autho- 
rity to convince us, that those terms are not also strictly applicable 
to ALL teachings after the commandmenU and docMneM of men. We 
beg again to remind this Writer and our Readers generally, that we 
cannot be diverted from our fixed purpose in conducting this Maga- 
zine. We have pledged ourselves to supply the Church of .Christ 
with such communications, and such only, as are of a spirituai na- 
ture. From an abundance of arguments which we might advance, to 
enforce the necessity of this determination, we will repeat that which 
we have before alluded to. The chief concern in our own individual 
labors is to study the interests of the feeble and lowly of the Lord's 
family .^ It is for the benefit of these, under the Lord's blessing, we 
write. Yea,- the height of our ambition, and we trust with a single 
eye to the Lord's glory we pen the thought, is, to be found tn sim- 
flicity and godly sincerity, not withJUMy wisdom^ ht$t by the grace 
of God, providing such fare for our weak and weary brethren as shall 
tend to strengthen and nourish them to eternal life. 

Finally, — If our Correspondent favor us with his communications, 
on subjects, which will undeniably have this tendency, we shall be 
most happy to give them publicity. 



The Servants of the Most High God known in shewing the way of 
Salvation, by Robert Hawker^ D. D. Viear of Charles, Plymouth, 
' Being No, /. of Village Sermons, price Id. or 6s. 6d. per 100. 

While the labors of this eminently holy and distinguished Man of 
God are continued in exercise for the benefit of the Church of Christ, 
we cannot cease offermg a friendly hand in promulgating their excel- 
lence and promoting their usefulness. Multitudes of professors of 
the Gospel, like the rushing Tempest, are tost hither. and thither by 
every wind of doctrine, and driven on the Sea of uncertainty under 
tl)e guidance of unskilful Pilots ; and Ministers of the Word are con<> 
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stantly adding to their niimerous ranks those who like themselves are 
embarked on the deceitful waters of mere profeission : but in this 
honored Saint we behold one who has attained to hoary hairs in his 
Lord's service ; having been for a long season found a faithful guide 
to his brethren in the Lord» and a bold reprover of them who are out 
of the way. This Servant of the Most High God» by his Lord*s direc- 
tion has laid out the whole energies of bis capacious mind in the ser- 
vice of the Church, and the extent of his labors proves his incessaat 
devotedness to her spiritual interests : and, blessed be our Covenant 
God I she has reaped therefrom abundant advantage, and as those 
exertions abound we discover her profit alH>unding also. 

In addition to the various undertakings of Dr. Hawker (and they 
are too numerous to mention) we have the grateful task of naming the 
establishment of ** The Village Sermon Society," which is under his 
immediate aaperintendence, for the publication of Village Sermons 
formed on True Gospel principles. 

We prefer stating the precise object of this Society in the words of 
the Preface to the First Number just published : 

ViHa^ Sermons on titie gospel principles, have a pecnliar reeommendation to bring with 
tliem, on their very cover; in that, it was not only the distingnishing character, by which the 
day of Cbbist's coining was to be known ; but also a blessedness was to follow, on tlwm 
that received his word. For when John the Baptist, sent messengers nnto our most gloriou ; 
Christ, with the question; Art thou Be that should come, or do we look for another t 
Jksus answered and said untotJiem; Go and shew John aghin, those things which ye 
do^hear and see. The blind receive their sight; and the lame walk; the lepers are^ 
cleansed; and the deaf hear; the dead are raised up; and the poor have the gospel 
preached unto them. And blessed is he whosoever shall not be offended in me. Matt. 
zi. 2 to 0. And in exact agreement with this account, we read in the life of Christ, "iriille 
opon earth, that^^e went about all CtalUee, teaching hi, their synagogues, and preaching 
the Gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness, and all manner of dis- 
ease, among the people. Matt. iv. S3. So that these divine acts of grace and mercy, both-of 
preaching and healing, carried with them the fnllest testimony to his Almighty Person and, 
Charaeter. The Prophet, ages before, had drawn the features of his portrait ; and in Him 
we behold the original. Behold! (saith the Prophet) your God will come with vengeance, 
even Gop with a reeompenee : He will come and save you ! Then the eyes of the blind 
shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shAll be unstopped ; then shall the lame man 
leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb shall sing, Isaiah xxxr. 4 to S. 

But we must not stop here. For the same divine scriptures, which so plainly speak of the 
Lord's coming, and describe the characters by which when come, he was to be known; do 
as plainly shew^how the Lord testifieth to the same, in the hearts and conscience^ of his 
people. That precions: portion, which stands for a motto to this little work, in the title page, 
is, among many others, in proof. Whithersoever Jxsus entered, into villages, ordties, 
or countries; sach was his Almighty inflnence, that he inclined the hearts of his people to 
brhig their sick before him ; and by the same power, prompted their hearu to believe, that the 
niere touch of his garment would impart healing; and the effect corresponded to the hope; 
for as many as touched him, were made whole. Observe the marked character of fkltb. As 
«Mny as touched him. As many as the Lord touched their hearts to believe; to so many 
tbe Lord imparted graCe to be healed. We have another beaotifal illnstrittion of the same 
kind ; Matt. v. 24 to 34. A mnltitnde thronged Chriit ; bat a poor woman in fsiith touched 
Christ. We read nothing of them; bnt of her; Jrsds spake very blessedly. And e1se« 
'Where we read, that, as.many as were ordained to eternal life believed, Acts xUi. 49. 
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Piom Mich vitws of osr moit giprioas tiosv, wUch n« gtian of him, !■ the days of hy ' 
flMh; methiaks I would h«v« evtry poor Go|t«g«r, aqd ifedL, whoa* habiMtou, are at a 
dlatanc^ from Charch or Chapel, and indeed iH eveiy pUee« pfliere there is afemine efkear. 
ing the umrds of the Lorp : Amoa vUi. 11 1^ 13. h«re thcaa thinp alwaya in rememhranca. 
In this day of his power. The Lord ia not conilned to means, hnt all places, wheresoever any 
of his people are sitaated ; the Lord can, and will adopt methoda for tiie manifestarion oThim* 
self to them. We behold him preaching on the moiMtfalti; Matt. ▼. 1, fte. flrem a skip; 
Loke V. 1, &c. in ihojlelds; Lnke vi. 1, &c. in the garden; John xr, l,4te. In shortfall 
placea are consecrated by his Almighty presence, wherever two or three are met together 
in his name; Jssus saith himself; there am I, in the midst of them f Matt, xviii. 90. Let 
it be supposed then, that two, or three of a vlllagt, or two or three of a (kmlly, among the 
Cottagers, remote Arom the great congregation, were oceasioaally to meet together as opportu- 
tiUy- offered, when the lahon of the day were over; an4 mora especially en the Lord's day, 
that sweet day of reat: and after, by prayer and sRpplicaifton saekiag a MessiRg on tfieir Mle 
, nssembly f were to read a portion of the word of Ood ; and than one of tlie Ylllage Sermons; 
migh|t we not hope, tbi\t as it was said of Chriit, npon a nemonblt occMon of old ; so it 
wonld be said now; The power of the Lord was present to heal them, Uike ▼.* 17. Lord 
IbsusI condescend by those feeble means, to make known the Almightiness of thy atranglhl 
As far as those Village Seripons are in conformity to thy holy word, and the aovereign par^ 
poses of thy holy will; own them in the hearts and consciaices of thy people. Let that 
aacred scripture be felt, and made known thereby, in which it is said. Not by might, ner bg 
fewer, hut by my Spirit, salth the' Loru of hosts, Zech. ir. 0, 

We can but feel peculiar pfleasure in the formation of this Society, 
which will enable those of our Friends, who are blest with the means, 
to dissemiiiate among the Lord's Poor in th^ dark yillages. Gospel 
l^uth at so cheap a rate as those Villag;e Sermons. 



POETRY. 

THE SEEKING SINNER. 

AN ACROSTIC. 

Am the hart panteth after the toajtcr brooks^ 99 pmUeih oiy $md t^f^er Thee, O Gai: 
my soul ihirUeth for God» for the living God, when 9haU I come and ^pitar heferi 
God, Psalm xlii. 1, 2. ' 

P reekms Jbrotah Jlcsvs, lieaven^r Lord; 
A nUior of Peace; revested in Tby word : 
N e'er hath Thine ear of Ocaoe refused to hear, 
T he cries of those, who seek Thy face in fkray'r; 
I come my Lord, and ask Thee for Thy Grace, ^ 
N or can I comfort find, hut as Thy face t 

rants me a smite, and bid me go in peace. ^ 

F ally eonvineed that I a sinner am, ^ 

Q n Thee I tmst, Tboa Sin atonittg Lam^ t 

H ecetve n»e Lord, and.I nidll pr^se Thy Name. ' 

C ause me to hear Thy soul elating voice, 

H elp Lord, the bones, Thov^st broken^ to rejoice^ ' 

R ock of Eternal Ages, bid my soul 

1 »Thee find rest, on Thee the harden roll. 
.S aviour q£ sinners, hear a sinner's ciy, 

T hy suppliant save, and bang Thy. mercy nighu . 
felington. T. R. 

Parisj Printer, 53, Long Acre, London, "^ 
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THE. 

Spiritual Jtlaga:sdne ; 

SAINT'S TREASURY. 



There are Three that bear record in heaven, ^^^Fatheb, 
the Word, and the Holy Ghost, John v. 7^ 

Contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the 
saints, Jude 3. 



To the Editor of the Sfnritual Magazine. 

Mr, Editor, 

. The following Letters have been sent to me; and considering 
them suitable for your Magazine, you are welcome to insert them if 
you think proper. Yours, 

London, Jan, 6th, 1825. A. ^. 

A Refutation of the sentiments of the Rev. IsAiAH BiRT, '* On 
the 'System of Theology taught by the Rev. Dr. Hawker ;" 
with copious Observations on his misconception of Dr. Hawke?s 
Ministerial Character and Qualifications, and on the tendencies 
of a faithful discharge of the Ministerial Office. 

(In a Series of Letters to a Brother in. the Faith.) 



No. L 

My Dear Brother, Jan. 1st, 1826* 

The great Head of the Church having fixed the bounds of youir 
habitation and labors where secluded from the noise and contention 
of the religious world, you rarely hear of the gigantic strides with 
which error, in the garb of superior knowledge, and sanctity, is stalk- 
ing through the churches and congregations professing godliness, I 
am induced to address, to you, the observations I may be led to 
make on the subject to be discussed. Knowing the intense interest 
you feel in the success of the glorUms Gospel of the blessed Gody of 
which you are made a Minister, and your love to all whom our Lord 
hath commissioned to execute his commands, I am aware these com- 
munications will excite and fix your deepest thought, and employ 

Vol. I.— No. 10. P p 
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your mott serious consideration . , Afd if I can assure myself of tbese 
effects in your miad, my Brother, while in seclusion; how ought 
mttfe^.evM at A^e comneneemeftt, to be i«^f6M9<l widk die impor- 
tance <^f tke^task pveeeri^d. 

Though neither you nor I have enjoyed the honor of hearing from 
kis own lips the ministry of Dr. Efawker, our hearts have often burn- 
ed as we have^rcajct. ibfi i»ujperoi|ft apl^^^^ teatiwoniea b^ has ^iveii 
of the truth a& it is in Je»tta> aad youv appr»^m(^ jodgmcnt, esta- 
blished in the faith, has marked the cheering inference^ that our 
spirits htEve borne us witness to the sweetuess of those testimonies. 
. : Yqu imye b^a-. i«formed, thi^l iv addition to .a b99t q£ popular de^ 
daimers who have for many yeavs vociferated their enmity to preci- 
ous, Gospel truth, and against this able and distinguished Sier- 
Xaint o/.6od> the Pr^ss has occasiQiia)ly beeo. pujt in reqitisition ta 
disseminate the ever-varying opinions of its !£mployers; but chiefly 
lo advise hearers of the word, of the perniciouv.tead0ai!y qf hw. min- 
istry aBd writings. Some of these productions have been replied to, 
by himself and others ; white the greater number have sunk silently 
into contempjlt an4 oMiviou. Of late, a populas wijit^r,. aiming at 
greater notoriety by means of the Doctdrls name,^ published aToliime 
of invective and falshood, shamelessly impugning the infallible prin- 
tfipies of our most holy ^ith; wi^ whom 'Dt, S. has wisely deeli- 
tted t^KcaRteBd"^;- a»d A were unn^ceasary to bving. ta rem«mbrMce, 
the d^ust which every reflecting mind possessed of the fear of ^odt 
experieiieed on its perusal, or torture you by d«taitiiig iia pvofttnity 
itfid «JbujSLe* ... . -^ . . ... 

Now, I have before me, ^ book of nearly onebunilred pages^ en- 
tiled, ^' The Moral Government of God in, the dijtpensatioH of the 
Gospel,, Vindicated; i> Observations on the System of l^ology, taufkt 
hy the Rev. Dr. HaMiier,^ By, Isaiah JSirt:'* — on wbicb> i^s the Lord 
enables me^ I will with plainness^of speech and faithfulness make 
some revrtfcrks. Andl first, tt will^be proper to notice itb.^ qharacter 
the Author assumes, which js^, an ' Opponent' of Pr. Hawker's sys- 
tem of Theology ; and al»o the situation in which he places himself, 
as staled in his * Advertisement :^ — '^The opponents of the system 
which is adopted and maintained by 'Dvi Hawker, have chiefly insist- 
ed .^a iU dtrll .«Mu»equences ; my endeavors hmve b^en i»jmn$ m^t t/« 
4/sfecH only.*' Being, uitkoown., by Mr»> Birl, aad perfectly unac- 

?L«ini;ed with him,, either personally or, ministerially^ I venture 
fQU^ this, Correspoiidtiince boldly but respectfully to appeal tp him 
01^ th^se poiuitS' And« bv hk, professed concern for the glory of God i 
-^by bis oelief thal^tb^ iW of God is betpre bi.s eyes; — yea, by. the 
piiesence of Hipa wiio will one, day appear in Judgment* 1 implore,^ I 
%d^jur^ hiiQ, to aivs.wer these matters to his own conscience and before 
^d. With feelingB of respect I view him, (though a strang,er) ia 
opm^iQii with every one wlio njsnn^s the Name of Christ; and with 
y\Q aftp^xior emotions which are at|i:f^eted towards, a professed Min- 
ister, of Christ, I.ask him .to Justify, if he can, the jiinctioahehas 
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fcrffidl wiA the ftdbMrsams of dinki6 Thitli >t«tt D^. Rcw&er> ts 1 
not «o4»rioii9> and I will advert b«t to one hnstaiie*) that th« V6tmA 
wiiter on '< The Plyi»6ttth Aiituit>BiiaM*' tet iNHMielf in amty> — ti<A 
exclusively against this veneimhle 8aint> bift-~Ma9aiti«t the p^ittte, thft 
istedfasti^rinGiplieftf of our holy fakb? Hi* OBttti«ibl& |MDr(>Qi^ ^as t^ 
cuJiga the servsaat of the Loid« in Ae ^ce of nvcovtrovmi&le faeta^ 
which stand in judgtuent against hhA : bal ^e d^ furpose of hik 
heart wias fully developed, in an hnpioua and stfcoesslifl alJtdMpiKI 
scandalise the truth of Ood Mid the God of #ruth^ 

It is trae, our Author professes to treat lees fetterally of^ the ' Evil 
consequences' of the Doctoi^s ministry, than Mfty Wh0'bave pr^eeed^ 
cd him ; and it is as clear, thai he ' Ekdeatof' to piMlit out mme <ofM% 
4kfecU onfy. But why this shifting from the %vfl^dmiesftse»oe«, alid 
* endeavoring to discover defects in what is alleged to %^ the jcau$ef 
Is it because others iiad advanceli a jiositioil, which thd course of 
ktts^y year's hard labor, with Satanic subtlety, failed to establish? 
Or« is it that Mr. Bkrt Iws dotennin,ed on confessing the titilh, whiefc 
ia, that* evil oonsequenoes' CANNOT necessarily ensue from the sys^ 
tem be treats of? ' M(»t foluclantly I am eOiMraiiied to infer f^onfi 
the nature of the Advertisement, consisting only of two short senten^ 
c^, ^al tjhe Author displays not a feature of such a conviction. 
Though X venture iiot to allude to their persoiial knowledge of ea^li 
other^ beings in entire ignorance of the parties, but speaking ^of theih 
«s felloW-labor^rs in.tl^ same es&sOrit is'palptible beyofid ^Hs^icion; 
that Mr. Bin has striken hands wiiii Mt. VoUie in the sarne fjnholy 
iirooatiof^ and the ftuit of their united hostility has issued in a during 
4>|»pos«tion to the whole Ck)ttn«el of ^od. 

Mr. Birt has divided his ^ ObservataoAis^ iMo difitili^t SeetSotts^ 
weten in nuniber,. which I shall notice suece^siVely a^ihey lie beA)f^ 
we. I must .not be detained by every obj^etiOiiabb p^sslng^, b^ 
jturn niy chief attentioii to sach as, in their assumed applicability i4 
lEHr. Bfawkelr^ Are danogaiory to the doctrine which ii tedeordi^g ik 
JBiHmmeatt If soon sack tmut do not eireamscribe my thoughts, t 
^hattl^feflM* iliese Letters may extend to aii ifltohvenient length: linA 
to show the necessity of boundaries being pres.cs'ibed, £ wHl dieret;^ 
drop the idea and ^ss o^.-^that I and decidedly at issue With otir 
Aothot on the bpinioA expressed in bis openrng sentence, — but it is 
Slot imimediately oonneeted with the subject befot^ us. 

Sbction I. Afti^- the sul^eet is introduced there are several 
INTopoaitoas stated, also seven in number, the first of whfdi is :^— 

3. ''That I consider Dr. fl.^i^ general and severe censures 0$ 
eyangelical ministers and chui*chies> as most vn^ust in themselves. 
AS t^elraying a very unchristian fipivit towards his bretiired, &ii4 
SLS exceedingly calculated to create ;^n4 prpmote a niosl baneful 
fM-^udice/' 

There is contained in this proposition a ^arge iigainst the Doctot 
«o extremely ambiguous, that before it can iTeach the object tow^rdft 
-frboBiit is directed, the a(){iropriftteness ^of eertatn terms must benes^ 
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tabliiriied, «iid .tbe torce of .certaia pr^'udioes^and prapbssessiont 
obviated. If thoae * severe censures* have at any time .fallen imde- 
servedly on the members of tbe Lord's family, doubtless tbeir Bro- 
ther hath sinned and done wickedly ; but that any- Minister or 
.Churches, though styling themselves ' Evangelical/ should despise 
the faithful warnings and reproofs of one raised so much above them 
by knowledge, by spirituality, by devotedness to his Lord's service, 
land by his. external deportment,--4ecisive proof is given, that they 
are not walking by the same rule, nor minding the same thing!^. 
Then , how can they be denominated *- brethren V The bond of peace 
unites, and the unity of the Spirit animates, the brethren of the same 
family, the Lord's chosen ; and these, every one of them, do '^from 
^fitrength to strength^ and^om grace ta grace, till they appear in Zion 
before God. 

2. ** That by his sweeping and veiy serious censures, so exten- 
sively circulated, the Doctor has made it incumbent on evangelical 
ministers and churches, either to submit to his dogmas, or to vindi- 
cate themselves and their ministry from his charges : and it is under 
this impression I have been prevailed upon to give publicity to these 
observations." , • 

In making the ensuing remark on this quotation,' I eaniestljr 
' entreat Mr. Birt not to suppose an invidious feeling has dictated itl 
If it be an unworthy motive that induces the expression of honest 
conviction, I shall, deservedly, not stand guiltless before him : but 
if to record in scripture terms conscientious opinion of the present 
state of < evangelical' Churches, be cidpable, I shall doubtless be 
culpable still. The |prievous departure of < evangelical' Midisters 
from the Gospel principles on which the National Church, and very 
manjr dissenting Societies are founded, — ^the inveterate hostility 
invariably displayed by them towards the* Messenger, one among a 
^pusandf who faithfully executes the commission assigned him,— 
(BJid the consequent thick veil of spiritual darkness which hangs over 
xelieious congregations in general; seem to bespeak, that the candle- 
stick of Gospel pivilegesris being removed, and the glorious light 
of the Gospel is nearly extinguished. And are these persons the 
'brethren' of Dr. Hawker? Many of them in time past did run 
well, and apparently in the liberty wherewith Christ baa made them 
free : who did hinder them? Did Dr. Hawker? But, has it not come 
to^pass concerning them, that the Lord hath, uttered his voice and 
said. Go oncf tell this people. Hear ye indeed, but understand noti 
and see ye indeed bvi perceive not ? — Make the heart of this people fat^ 
andmake their ears Iteavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their 
eyesl and hear toith their ears, and understand mth their heart, and 
'cmvertt and be healed? 

That it is ** incumbent on evangelical ministers and churches tQ 
submit to his dogmas," can nev^r have been the Doctor's opinion; 
and to be able, '' to vindicate themselves and their ministry from his 
j^hairges/' Mr« Birt and his colleagues must never expect. Our 
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Author may depend on- this, that should each of the 'evangelical 
brethren,' acting on his recommendation, endeavor with their utmost . 
craft (as he has done) to invalidate the Theology in question ; not 
ptfly- would Dr. Hawker's published statements rise pre-eminent 
above the whole; but the Church of Christ, in the midst of i\A 
warring elements, would have en creasing cause to glory in their disr 
tinguished superiority. 

3. ** That I by no means take the high ground on which the 
Doctor presumes- to stand, when he contends that his writings 'ar^ 
in perfect harmony with the Gospel of Christ and his Apostles," &c. • 

Surely enough is stated of this paragraph to ground some serious 
considerations on, without enlarging the quotation: indeed, all that 
follows, I shall have oqcasion to notice in another place. Herein 
Mr. Birt again lays himself open to a most poVrerful repulse. The 
expression, Uhe high ground, contains an implication which I will 
not n6w attempt to unravel : yet 1 dare not pass by what is intended 
to he conveyed in the quotation as it stands. Its whole force, and 
consequently if it contain an acrimonious allusion, all its weight 
bears on the Writer, and as a iniilstone hangs about his neck. How 
is this professed minister of truth condemned out of hi^ own mouth'. 
He stands forth, according to his own confession, in defence of the 
Gospel ' Of Christ and his Apostles,' and does not ki^ow whether the 
faith he himself holds, is in f harmony' with them or not I Well then, 
may he exclaim ^' I am free to acknowledge, that I see 'but as 
through a glass darkly, and know but in part." The truth of this ac- 
knowledgment has been proved already; but there lies before me 
abundant evidence to the same effect, to examine which I must 
.liasten. 

I would further, only ask. Will not the true minister of Christ, 
especially one' of long standing, be found to have attained to such 
llecision of character and confidence in the Lord, as not only to be 
fssured of the * high ground' on which he stands ; but able to challenge 
a world to prove his doctrine to be VOT **m harmony with the 
Pospel of ChrisVand his Apostles!" 

Having in part prepared the way towards a consideration of wha( 
is alledged against the Doctor in the succeeding ;SNec/um«, I must bring 
this Letter to a close, by making sdme general remarks on propoH^ 
|ton<4, 5,6, and 7 — ^without staying to quote them in full. That 
our Author should despise the ' phraseology' of the sentiments he 
taket^exceptions at, is not surprising; for when notes are compared 
)>etween the two writers it will be found, that Mr. Birt falls so short 
in his explication of the language of ' Christ and his Apostles,' that 
but for his name on the title page, one might suppose he was reading 
the effusions of a mere specqlator iq divine things. You will find in 
his Book none of the sweet language of Canaan, and none of the 
'spiritual fruits of communion with Christ and fellowship with the 
Apostles. 

Mri Birt iBtates a reaspn for being ** rather the more induced 4o 
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lexaiiitDe the ]mDciples" I>r. Hawker has espoused, and patposes hi 
^' search the , Scriptures in order to see whether it he reiaily so.** I 
beg to state my belief , that no moving principle could possibly excite 
his entrance on this controversy, more forcibly, than that whidi 
induces me to reply to his fallacies and misconstrttctions. My moda 
of procedure will be directed by * the perfect standard of diving 
truth f and this will sanction me in adopting a course which he hai 
atiraagely neglected, — that of Elucidating a distinct view of the eub- 
ject by the Lord*s spiritual govbrnment of his Church ani 
people. This forms a conspicuous feature in the ministry and writings 
of Dr. Hawker, and yet his * Opponent' does not so much as attempt 
to allude Uiereto. Oh ! how painful the inference that mast neces^ 
aarily be deduced by the enlightened mind; and, not only with res* 
pect to Mr. Birt, b]|t to those with whom he associates bis naaie^ 
and is so ambitious of denominating 'Brethren !' 

He concludes, — " I esteem it my honor to be of the number of 
the evangelical ministers who' come under the Doctor's ceasure." 
.Consequently, it is no cause of wonder, that he desires not (Mr. B. 
will not * svfftt^ himself) * to be circumscribed within the circumference' 
/of ' a defective and contracted system of Theology.' The undetiating 
disposition of his miad toward the adherents to this " defective and 
contracted System/' is best eipressed in the words of Jabob, but 
with a far different signification, — My Soult come not thou inio ikew 
secret ^ tmio their amembfyy mine homour be thou not rnnited* I pray, 
though* aou; he deprecate the inexpressible jMrivilege, that he may yet 
(arrive at, an understanding of the secret of lAe I/^d which is with 
fkem thatfemr him ; then will he know assuredly, that he is Bumbep- 
0d among the general assembly and Church of thejirgt-borw, 
pohose names are writtek m heaven. 

B^ore closing the Letter* I must potice anotfier strikuig charaetei^- 
istic of this production » and it must be obvious to all who have read 
the books, that though so much of the whole is occupied in dispada^ 
the correctaess of Dr. Hawker's ' Theology/— so Itttie^^yea, nro pM 
whatever — is devoted to the expression of approval of any ob^ 
poirtioo of his writings^ or any one feature of his ministry. This truly 
deplorable consideration, connected as it is with the pretended 
candor of a self-assumed -^ Evangelical Minister,' affords me ad- 
ditional confidence in purposing shortly to enter on the notice of his 
second Section* 1 am, my dear Brother, 

Yours for the Lord's and his Truth's sake, - 

ELAflf. 



ON CONTENDING FOR THE TRUTH. 

HAYii<iG been for many years exposed to the scorn and reproapfi 
of the ungodly, and frequently represented as an object of contempt 
by such as consider themselves extremely pipi)&> and many Uqieii 
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^Beply womicled by the miscoostni€tions and unkind refleettons of 
some who I dare not doubt ar^ of my Lord's family^ it may periiapa 
be allowed ipe to feel more tenderly for a brother when grieved, tha» 
some of the servants of Christ dp. 

However thir may be» it is presumed that a few remarks, arising 
out of those feelings cannot be taken amiss, especially aa they ara 
peooed without the remotest wish to give offence to any ; but purely 
from a regard for the glory of God and the honor of our most holy 
profession, and with an earnest hope, Mr. Editor, that your very 
valuable miscellany will nevcfr convey to the public eye, what mighA 
incur the charge which has been brought, against some periodical 
vorks, '' A vehicle of abuse.'' This I trust there is no cause, to ap-« 
prebend, as certainiy every reader who loves our Lord Jesua Christ 
in sinceritv will depricate so great an evil. 

As a follower, and through sovereign grace a kxver, of Him who 
vben he was reviled, reviled not again, I have often lamented the 
evident want of courtesy in those who I esteem aa faithful servants 
of Christ, when their sentiments have been opposed to each other ;i 
indeed I have sometimes thought they gave reason to suspect that 
the Apostolic, admonition, ** jBe gentle towards all men" was quite 
banished at the time from their minds. It. cannot be denied, that in>^ 
vestigation: is desirable, or that contention when conducted with hu^ 
mility may be very profitable, but it is truly lamentable when the 
servants of God contending for what they believe to be, the £aitb 
once delivered to the saints, should ever shew a want of the «oftea^ 
ing and kumbling influence oyer their tongues or pens of those truths 
they contend for. Hard words and angry epithets, cannot beoomoi 
the Gentleman, the Scholar, or the Christian ; nor can they be in 
any.respect needful auxiliaries to strengthen any argument, especially 
those in which the giory of God and the interests of the Church, are 
eoBcemed. Why then should the dear servants of Gtnl, when* 
differing in opinion, use a word that is liable to irritate the natural 
feelings of pur fallen nature? Why when the contention is for the 
illustration of some truth contained in the sacred volume, should not 
tb^ language of scripture only be used» and that sweet proverb duly 
attended to, '' A soft auswer turneth away wrath, but. grievous words 
ilir up anger?" 

Strong argument produced by soft words may do much good, may, 
carry conviction to the mind of an opponent; at least will invite hi& 
patient attention, and be listened to or read with pleasure, by alL 
who are dispassionate in their judgpients; but expressions of anger,, 
have a natural tendency to excite such feelings as yfiil repel or en- 
tirely disregard the soundest reasoning, and can never fail to pro- 
duce grief or disgust in every one who is impartial, or who ingenu- 
ously desires to arrive at a safe conclusion on the disputed topic.< — 
We live in a day in which if it be possible the servants of God are. 
galled upon more loudly than ever to be stedfast, watchful, f^ithful^ 
s^nd. diligent in their oiSice; to be decided in their opinion, and plaia 
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in their expression of Truth; seeing it has so many rioleni opposlN-t' 
masked in a profession of the Gospel; and others are allowed (awfol 
thought) to stalk forth at noon-day with the most pestilential- and 
damning delusions. 

Let then every faithful servant of the Lord, stand fast in Trath : 
let him pray for strength and wisdom, to vindicate the honors of 
Israel's one living and true God : Let him proclaim the Father's 
Eternal Love, the ground of safety and source of comfort to the 
Church : Let hii^ hold up the God-man as -the Gospel testifies of 
him 9 in all his sufficiency as JehoVah's righteous servant and his 
Cliurch's glorious. Surety: Let him give full honour to the Person, 
the work, and the offices, of God the Holy Ghost : Let him fearlessly 
affirm, that the salvation of the Church is of the Lord. Standing on 
this ground^ the feeblest need not fear the most formidable foe. 
' Ministers are commanded to reprove and rebuke, with all autho- 
rity, but in contending for the truth either against avowed oppo- 
sers, or such as differ only in opinion through the want of clearer 
light, in either case, certainly no weapon should be used but the 
sword of the Spirit ; other arms are carnal and will never pull or 
beat down the strong holds of satan; nor is harsh language ever 
likely to lead to patient investigation. If an opponent must be 
offeuded, let truth only give the oftence; for soundness in faith, and 
zeal for the glory of the Lord of Hosts, may certainly be congenial 
with urbanity of manners and courtesy in expression. May the 
Contk-ibutors to the Saint's Treasury be so instructed in the truth, as 
it is in Jesus, and so guided when they write, ^as :to invite perusal 
9,nd to afford profit. G. 



LETTER TO A YOUNG MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL. 

For the Spiritual Magazine^ 

.My dear ypung. Friend,, 

The work of the ministry that you are now engaged in, is a very 
llonorable and a very important one ; it will employ the greater part 
of your time — and call forth all your powers to discharge your duty 
^nscientiously ; and the more useful the Lord makes you, the more 
opposition you will meet with. Our long acquaintance will be a 
sufficient apology for my writing very freely to you. The little ex- 
perience you liave already had, is sufficient to teach you, that the 
titles given to ministers in the sacred scriptures are more than empty 
names. They are called watchmen, they are to be always upon the 
look out, particularly by night ; and this, my brother, w31 be an im- 
portant part of your employ, to Watch for souls, to warn the people 
6{ your chirge when evils or enemies appear, to sound an alarm in 
Zion when error in sentiment or con4uct are discovered ; not to be 
cast down at the discouragtnents you meet with, to he always at 
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yoiif post, and to study to shew yourself a watchman, as well as a 
workman^ approved of God. The ministers of Christ are called 
fishermen, a very painful and dangerous employment, they arie eX* 
posed to most tremendous storms, and frequently return home with- 
out any gains for their pains ; they have taken nothing after a long 
winter night's toil, see Johir xxi. 3. Sometimes with the loss of 
nets, boats, and all they are worth in the world. So it is with the 
servants of the Lord, rery many storms they meet with from the 
powefs of darkness, from the scourge of the tongue ; the ungodly 
world will slander them, persons who have only a form of s^odlinesa 
will speak evil of them^ and sometimes. real saints act very unkind to- 
wards their ministers. And it is not uncommon for him yt^ho made 
them fishers of men^ta withdraw his sensible presence from them; 
they have to mend their ne^s in the dark, that is, they are dark in 
their study, it is dark with them when they cast the net, when they 
preach the word; and very many precious Sermons they preach, the 
effect of many prayers and much toil, but they take nothing. Na 
sinnerd are caught in the Gospel net, no one dragged out of the sea 
of sin, nor brought out of the horrible pit and miry clay; and as one 
of old said, we spend our days in vanity and our years in trouble* 
However, fishermen have their nuccessful seasons occasionally, 
they bring home a good cargo, which amply repays them for all their 
toil and trouble ; so it is with the Lord's fishers, the net is oast oa 
the right side of the i^hip, by the special command of Jesus many 
come to hear the word, some seem to be savingly wrought upon, 
effisctually turned to the Lord, Jesus becomes all their salvation ancl 
all their desire ; they close with him, bid far well to the world, joia 
his saints, walk in wisdom's ways, are a credit to the gospel, and a 
comfort and a help to their ministers. Thus when a prosperous gale 
of grace bfows in our favor, and we have but a little success in, our 
work, then we forget our toil, dark nights, and blustering winds* 
Thirdly, Ministers are compared to Seedsmen or sowers, Psalm cxxvi. 
6. and Matthew xiii. 3. and this work must be done at all seasons of 
the year, let the weather be fair or foul; for if there be no seed 
sown, no harvest can be expected. 

The great Head of the Church does not send his servants out oq 
a warfare at their own charge. If he make a man a watchman, he 
will make him useful in alarming careless sinners, in discoverinf^ 
dangers, in exposing the dark and damnable errors of the day. If 
he make a man a Gospel fisherman, he may have to toil all' night« 
but he shall not tpil every night and take nothing ; he may and will 
have some dark and stormy nights, but be shall have some light anj 
calm ones. And if he sends out a seedsman he will give him seed to 
sow, prepare the ground to sow it in, water it and shine upon it 
when sown, and bring it to perfection. We read in Leviticus xix, 
19. that the Lord spake unto Moses, and desired him to speak unto 
the congregation thus, ye shall keep ray statutes, and one of the 
stiatutes is, Thou shalt not sow thy field with mingled seed, neither 

Vol. 1.— No. 10. Q q 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



2198 THBl SPIRITUAfc MAGAZIlf E ^ 

shall a garment, mingled of linen and woollen eome upou^ ikee» Svcd^ 
t&is command is binding on every ODe of the Lord's ministeriDg ser- 
Tants. We frequently meet with this title given ta the Church, a 
field; she is often called a fruitful field, but she is oot to be sown 
with mingled seed. In the Gospel by. Mark. iv. 14% we read^ that 
the Sower soweth, the word. 

We may gather from these scriptures, that ministers are aot ta 
inlngle law and Gospel, the acts of God and the acts of the creature, 
taith and work^ together; nor must they mingle the work of Christ 
and the work of the Holy Spirit together ; these subjects are all to 
be preached in their proper place. We read that the Apostles went 
every where preaching the word, they preached Christ the Essential 
word, God over all for ever blessed, the object of worship ; they also 
preached Christ, the incarnate word, the dignity and mystery of his 
person, the wonderful and mysterious union of God being mani- 
test in the flesh, llie infinite efficacy of his blood, how it has atoned 
for, all the sins of the Church; they are all now reconciled to God 
Ay his death, aad no otlier sacrifice does Grod require. -He has otck 
tided this raixsoQi and accepted this ransom price, and liberat^a^l 
^hat the price was paid for. He now loves the ransomed as he loves 
the Ransomer, John xvii. ^. God tov^s them in Christ, and for 
CbrisCs sjake ; I>ut they are aotonly pardoned^ say ed, and redeemed,, 
butthey are justified,throuffhtheperfectobedience androyal righteous- 
ness.^ of the glorious God-vnan. His glorious robe, must be held 
forth apd held, up, without any mingling or mixture ; it is sufficfepl; 
^f itself to jui^tjfy fi-om all thipgs. All the covenant offices of Jes^iis 
are to be preacjied without any mingling ; his preaeuce alone makesi 
ihe c(iurcb. happy ; his gov^rumeot regulate.s thc^ world,. thQ. church, 
aud^all the minor concerus of his^ people; his prevalent int^rcessiooi 
loakes thQ ptay^rs of his sa|ats«acceptable tQ a holy Q^d ;. his wisdom 
guides his wayward children all safely through the intricate journey 
of life; his poweip alone sustai^i^tbem ; riiey shall be brought through 
all oj^position, uot one that he has $bed bis precious blood for shall 
tie mis^i^^for b9 will send fishers^ and @3h.tiiem Qutr Jeremiab: xyi. 
X6ft 

^ Biit ouniatier^ suiat not only preach tht Essential word» and the- 
^caruate ,w.ord„ buttb^ engraft^^d word; for we, can. have no com- 
munion with Chri&t unless we know him, and. w§. cannot Jkuow him. 
oifiless we are united tq him^.or engrafted into him. He is set forth 
as the head, bis churoh Uie members. God the Holy Spirit forms 
Clicrist in t^eir bteajta the hope of glory, the.y thf^reby become influen- 
(Hally united to him, one wiui him ; he gives them capacijcies to know 
him, to enjoy communion with him ; tliey see themselves to be all 
9^n^ guilt and pollution, but t^ey see a fulnesjs; in the salvation of the* 
IfOrd jsufficient to save them ; tjiis draws out their hearts to Love this 
great Saviour, for what he is, and for what he has done,. in. b.earij^^ 
away b^l sin; they love to heslr his fame spread abroad;, it gives 
^em graat pain to hear any thing miii^l^ with the perfect woikof 
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Jesus, for they "know that it must be att abomfnation in t&e siglit ofa 
holy Ood, and a robbing Immanuelof his crown. ' '■ 

I ou will, my Brother, see from this general outline, bow yott and 
I are to be engaged^ and in addition I would remark, the written 
word is to be preached. Jesus the great soWet who went forth froiia 
all eternity, Micah v. in the covenafft and purpose of God, has gtv^ 
his, seedsmen a vast variety of seed to sow in ^his field, but *«re a/e 
not to mingle it together; we are to preach all the distinguishing 
<ioctrines of grace, as revealed in the written word; all the duties 
are to be enforced in their proper pla<;e ; the laws and ordinances of 
€rod's house are to be explained on stated occasions : but we rau&t 
not call duties and ordinances-*- Grospel. We are warranted {tohn 
the Bible to preach the diversified experience of the saints, but 
neither is this Gospel; no, indeed it is not. Matiy of our heaters 
would much rather hear us tell a few adecdotes, and a long tale 
about ourselves,' of our Joys, sorrows, fears, faith, trials, tempta- 
tions, conflicts and deliverances, than they would about the adors^ 
ble person, precions blood, and perfect righteousness of the Lord 
'Jesus <!)hrist; but we must not sow God's field with* mingled i^ed 
to please any one. It is God's holy command^ grace is to be 
preached freely, salvation is to be set forth fully^ and J«hovah the 
i^pirit will lodge these delightful subjects safely in the souls of those 
4iestined to receive and enjoy them. 

The promises in all their preciousness, suitabletlesli^ ittid Nourish- 
ment, are to be held out to the needy and poor, with every efe^on* 
rftging word that has dropt from the mouth of 6ixr deflt-est JLofd,- UH- 
'«onditi6BaUy; that i&, to those who are Isboriag undef si sense M 
guilt, dreading tbe displeiisur# of th« Almighty. The GosfN^I fieitl 
contains very #idh andf ehoiee tfeasitr^s, you may here fimi an abttft- 
dance of umniogled seed to «ow. I hinted^ that A seedt»tttan sidWg 
some seed all the year; he must ti<y| regard weather^ as 8oloftioii 
says, nor must be throw the seed ddwn In a lump, bat* littst east ft 
abroad, apread it, so must you. If ^ou seleet tfay particiflar 
doctrine, or any of Christ's lovely eharaefers, it mdst ba spread 
abroad by prayer^ meditaticm, in our own etperienee to taste it, enr- 
joy it, then scatter or spread it abroad la preaching. Stormy weather 
"sadly obstructs a seedsman ; and you will meet wkh windy weathet 
occasionalty; the wind of flattery will sometimes blow from your 
own heart, from satan^ and from false friends; yon will be tempted 
to think that you are a very superior seedsman^ but recollect with- 
out the blessing of heaven your seed will rot, then your barns will be 
empty in harvest time, ins^^d of being full. The Wind of persecu- 
tion will sometimes blow, and (hat from an unexpected quarter. 
Yott preach too doctrinalty, too experimentally, or too praetieafly; 
discouraging hints will be dropt, dark insinuations thrown out, and 
satan will leave no stone unturned to distress you* and some th<^ 
you thought yon toold confide- in, act iti such a way as very mneh <o 
•disoourage y4»u^ We read« that wbefi tbey spake of jstoning David, 
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He encouraged himself in the Lord hi$ God, and we haye the saofft 
friend to go to in trouble. 

* When the farmer has ploughed his land and sown his seed, he 
4oes not expect it to spring up directly, he does not expect the har- 
yest for sometime to come, neither must the Gospel seedsmen ; it 
inost be watered hy prayer, mpch faith and patience must be exer- 
cized. 

A good sower is a yaluable man in husbandry; a good minister 
of Jesus Christ, one who rightly divides tbe word of truth, who 

Breaches the wholesome word of our Lord Jesus Christ and the 
, octrine which is according to godliness, who sets a finished salva- 
tion before the people, proclaims the unsearcbabt^ riches of Christ, 
Ibrings forth things new and old out of God's treasury, explains the 
secrets of the covenant^ and casts up the way of the people of God, 
— ^u<^h an one is truly valuable,-TrI hope you will be of this descrip- 
iion ; you bare my prayers and best wishes, and may the Lord gi?e 
you understaijding in all things. 

Your^s sincerely» 
Bampstead. Jame$. 



REPLY TO A 4JUERY ON Heb.xx. 26. 

Mr- Editor, 

In the Spiritual Magazine for Novem)>er last, I noticed a Querist 
>rho signs himself ** A Sinner .'' — ^The subject he wishes to be illus- 
trated is one, no doubt, upon which a difference of opinion exisU 
^amongst many who profess Calvinism as well as Arminianism ; I 
am myself one who tnrough the teachings of God UtiB Holy Ghost 
rhave been led to embrace th|^ doctrines of sovereign grace, after 
having for several y^^ars opposed the same with probably as gre^t 
enmity as any one; however, I do not profess myself to.be a 
*• Contributoi: to your lyork,'' much less an " able one," but believiag 
that the Lord hath revealed to m^ in some measure the secrets of his 
covenant, (by which expression I presume you will understand 
what I mean,) t therefore beg leave to offei^ my thoughts on the 
.ineanifig of the Apostle, in the pqrtion of Scripture referred to. t 
will endeavor to be brief in order th%t I may not occupy more tbaa 
is prudent of your Miscellany on the subject. 

first, I must beg leave to differ from your Querist's opinion rela- 
.tive to the passage being applicable to profenors only, for I belie?.e 
. it to be applicable to believers only. — ^}n the verses preceding the 
passage, ** if we sin wilfully," — Doth not the Apostle address him- 
self to believers? if that be admitted, and I know not how it can be 
•denied, then I would also draw the inference, that the words imme- 
diately following are also addressed to the same class of person^* 
Does not the believer sin wilfully? is there a man who truly knows 
and feels the pow^gr of indwelling corruption, w^o qan say he nev^ 
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.»ui9 wilfully ? I grant he will not sin wilfully, as the unr^g^en^rale do; 
but are there not seasons of trial, temptation and difficulty, into 
whieh the believer may be brought, throqgh adverse or trying provi- 
dences, which sometimes so far prevail over him, as to cause him 
to do that, which his conscience even raises doubts, against? — And 
when the believer dpes so 9in, and the Lord by his Spirit shew$« 
unto him his transgression, is not his experience sqch as is described 
in the following verse, '* A certain fearful looking for of judgmeoty 
and fiery indignation ?" methinks David must have experi^^ced 
something of the kind, when he makes sucl) doleful lamentation of 
the effects of sin upon his mind. In one pifioe he says, <' my strength 
faileth me, because of mine iniquity" — ancl surely nothing can be 
inore likely to produce such eftects, than the very feelings of the 
mind expressed by the Apostle, as above« A 9 for the latter clause 
of the verse, " which shall devour the adversaries,'* I conceive it 
inust apply to those indwelling corruptions which are the adversaries 
of the believer's peace aqd happiness, and which must certainly bo 
as devoured, through the very means which the Lord usejth to coQ'- 
yince the believer of his transgression. The Holy Crhost by the 
prophet Hosea, expi'esses soqiething of my meaning, (when spirit 
tually considered) in the latter part of the 5th chapter, apd for|ner 
part of the Gth. 

Had the Apostle sai(i ''which shall devour the adversary,** it 
-would I conceive give another feature to the clause ; but I am further 
inclined to view the passage in this light, because I cannot condeive 
that if professors, as such only were alluded to, that ever they had 
finy interest in the sacrifice of Christ; and therefore it would be 
superfluous in consistenc!y witll haul's faith, to say to such charac- 
ters, after they had sinned wilfully, that there remaineth no more 
^fiUcHfiee for sins for them ; but to believers, I conceive it might justly 
be said,. by .way of encouragement, lest they might be swallowed 
up with over much despondency or grief. '* If any man sin," says 
^t. John,' ''we have an advocate with the Father;" and so I would 
render the passage, that though they n^ight. thro ugh some trying dis- 
pensation, be tempted to sip wilfully, yet that the same sacrifice 
was availfible to them, and none other must b^ looked for: as the 
^Vpostle s,ays in a preceding verse, " now where remission of these 
is there is no more ofi'ering ifor sin." I would moreover express my 
ppinion, that the sentence, ''after that we have received the know- 
ledge oi the truth," ought not to be limited to a mere reception of a 
part of the truth, or only notionally ; but may apply to the reception 
of the wrhole truth, both in the heart and understaoding. It may be 
pbjected, if the view I have taken of the subject be correct, why 
doth the Apostle pourtray the Judgments which befel the two 
liescriptions of character in the following verses? I would reply, 
that thereby the mercy and love of God to the believer might be more 
ponspicuously set forth, in the comparison of the judg;uM;nts which 
befel tbem^ when contrasted with that whiph wa? laid upon the^ 
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Micver. Inasmuch as the believer had committed a horrible Afn^ 
•gainst his Lord, and deserved equal condemnation with them, yet 
in*mercy» sin was made to be more hatefnl to the belierer, by his 
being subjected to so severe a mental correction, and through that 
discipline, his adversaries were devoured, or subdued; so as that 
they should not again have so great an ascendancy. As' to the third 
character, spoken of as having done despite to the Spirit of grace. It 
is impossible to conceive, by those who know the truth, that such a 
character could have done despite to the operations of the Spirit of 
grace in himself; but can baiy be understood m the same sense, as 
Stephen's address to the stiff-necked Jews, who he said, always 
resisted the Holy Ghost. . 

I have done for the present, — ^had I time on my bands, I might 
possibly be able to express myself somewhat more at large and 
more clearly on the subject ; but I hope the few ideas which I hai% 
expressed, may stir up some abler individual, who is better taught 
in the school of Christ, to give your readers the benefit of his tboughfe 
thereon. At all events, I trust you will make room for the inser- 
tion of what 1 have written, as I should feel happy to see the sobjeet 
handled more consistently with the analogy of faith, than 1 have evdr 
yet witnessed. 

ManckesteTy Dee. i8> 1824. _ A Sinner Savkb. 



To the Editor of tie^fQwUtuU 3lagazin€p 

i J 

. Dear Sir, , , 

If in the following statement of the doctrines I preach as a miai^ 
ter of tlie Church of England, and the method I observe in my public 
ministry, there should appear any thing that' a^eds correction, I 
tnist and hope my defects will be pointed out, by some of those abfe 
pens which contribute to your excellent Magaziae. 

First, then, with respect to Doctrine, I hold that God has fr^m 
all eternity loved some of the human race and has chosen diem unto 
salvation by Jesus Christ; — ^Tliat he has made a covenant of grace 
with his Son, on the behalf of his chosen ones, which is absolate and 
.unconditional; — ^That Christ in the fiilness of time assumed human 
nature, suffered and died in that natm^e, to redeem a special and pecu- 
liar people to himself; — ^Tbat by bearing their sins, and all punish- 
ment due to them, he has made full satisfaction to the justice of God; 
— ^Tbat a sinner's justification before God, is only by the righteans- 
ness of Christ imputed to him, without any consideration of works 
^ioneby him ; — That pardon of sin is only through the blood of Christ, 
and for his sake, accordibg to the riches of Ins grace; — 'I'hat Grod i^es 
no sin in his justified and pardoned ones, so as to condemn them for 
it; — That regeneration andcopveFsion are by the poMerful and eiiica- 
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<HQiis grace of God; and that those who are efTectually called b]f( 
grace, shall persevere to the end, and be eternally saved. 

This I conceive is the doctrine of Christ, which, if a man bring 
not with him, who pretends to be a preacher of the Gospel, he i» 
not to j>e received. This I conceive is the doctrine of the Apostles* 
which we are stedfastly to continue in , and abide by, and which i^ briefly 
comprized in the words of St. Paul to the liomans: ''whom be did 
foreknow, he also did predestinate, to be conformed to the image of 
bis Son, that he might be the iirst-born among many brethrea. lif ore^ 
over whom be did predestinate, them he also called, and whom he 
called^ them be also justified, and whom he justiiied, them he aUot 
glorified." 

With respect to the method I observe in my public ministration, X 
endeavor to speak to saints and sinners separately and distinctl}^.^ — 
First to saints, to such who have a work of grace already begon ia 
t^m^and to such I call, not only to come to the means^of grace, bal 
to partake of the blessings of grace ; to come as thirsty persons, de->. 
sirous of spiritual thinga, to the waters, the ordinances, and drink at 
them ; to buy wine and milk, spiritual blessings, without money aa<k 
without prite. I call to them too, aa laboring under a sense of sia, 
and when under a spirit of bondage^ to come to Chriat for rest, p^ce^ 
pardon-, life and salvation ; and such I endeavor by the ministry of 
the word, to excite to- the exercise of those evangelical graces-wrought 
iji them, and bestowed upon them ; such as repentance, faith, hope, 
and love, even as the three thousand converts when under the work 
ot* the Spirit of God were called upon and encouraged to repent and 
believe in Christ. And such, I conceive, ought to be urged anil 
pressed by the ministry of the word to a constant attendance on ordi- 
nances, not to forsake the assembly of the saints, to a diligent per^ 
formance of every r^igious duty, and to be ready to every gowl 
work. 

Then I speak to sinners in a state of nature and unregeneraey, but 
i^otto regenerate and convert themselves, which is the pure work of 
the Spirit of God ; — nor yet to make their peace with God, whicb 
they cannot make by any thing they can do, and which is only made 
by the blood of Christ; — nor yet to get an interest in Christ, which 
^ not gotten but given; — nor yet to the exercise of evangelical 
graces which Utey. have not, and therefore can never exercise; — ^nor 
yet to any spiritual vital acts, which they are incapable of beia^ 
natural men,, and dead in trespasses and sins. But I call upon 
tiicm to perform the natural duties of religion ; — a natural faiths that 
is, to give credit to. divine revelation, and. to believe the external 
report of the Gospel, which not to do is the sin of the deists; to 
s^peftt of sin committed, which even the light of nature dictates ; and 
God in his word commands all men, every where to repent. I call 
Vpon them to pray to God ibr forgiveness, as Simon Magus thoughs 
ail unregenerate man, was directed by the Apostle; and to pray ta 
€iud fur daily mercies^ as well as to give him prai«e and return hia» 
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thanks for mercies received, and which all men that have breath ar^ 
under obligation to do. I call upon them to read, the Holy Scrtfy- 
tures, wliich have been the means of the conversion of some; and 
to hear the word preached, because St. Paul has said that, '' faith 
Cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God." I endeavor 
to set before them, their fallen, miserable, lost, undone state. by- 
nature ; — to open to them the nature of sin', its pollution and guilt, 
and t}ie sad consequences of it ; — to inform them of their inca- 
pacity to 'hiake atonement for it^ and of their inability to do what i^ 
^spiritually good. I endeavor to convince them of the utter iasiiffi- 
ciency of their own righteousness to justify them before God; that 
isalvation is alone by Christ and in no other way ; and after stating^ 
the fulness, freeness, and suitableness of this salvation, I leave the 
whole to the Spirit of God to make application of it as he shall 
i^ee fit. I do not consider the Gospel as an offer, but a preaching of 
Christ crucified ; a proclanuiiion of the unsearchable riches of his 
grace, of peace, pardon, righteousness, life and salvation by Him. 

I consider any external call by the ministry of the word, is always 
insufficient and inefiectual of itself unto real conversion, without the 
powerful and efficacious grace of God. When God goes forth with 
his ministers, working with him, then the work is done, but not 
otherwise ; but unless his arm is revealed, the report of the Gospel 
will not be believed, nor the call of it attended to. ' 

Yet the external ministry of the word has its usefulness, and ran- 
ous ends are answered by it. '* All things are for the elect's sake,' 
and particularly the ministration of the Gospel, which to them is 
"the savor of life unto life.*' As it is the will of God, that his 
chosen people and others should promiscuously dwell together, so 
he sends his Gospel to them in general, and by it takes out apeople 
for his name; calls them by his grace effectually out of the World, 
and separates them from the men of it, to be a peculiar people to 
himself. Moreover, many by the external ministry of the word, 
though not eifectually called, become more civilized and more moral 
in their conversation, and are reformed as to their outward manners, 
and through a speculative knowledge of the Gospel, escape'the grosser 
pollutions of the world ; and others are brought by it to a temporary 
faith, to embrace the Gospel notionally, to submit to the ordinances 
of it, and to make a profession of religion, by which means they be- 
become servicable to support the interests of it : so that it comforts 
with the wisdom of God, that there should 'be such an outward call 
of many wbo are not iuternally called. 

I am, Sir^ yours in the bast of all bonds, 

December 21, .1824. £lah« 

[We shall be glad to receive remarks on the above, (as request- 
ed ;) but fear our columns will not afford space for the insertioa 
of more than o?«e reply.]-^El>. ' * • 
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ORIGINAL ESSAYS. ! 

VI. 



ON THE LAW. . 

The Covenant Jehovah made with our first Parents while in 
original purity, being by the one offence broken, the threatened 
penalty of disobedience was fnflicted on him; and the curse devolved 
on all his posterity^. This Covenant, in contradistinction from the 
Covenant of Grace, is denominated the Covenant of Works, and the 
substance of its requirements is, TkU do, and thou shali live ! Refuse 
to obey, and thou shalt surely die ! Adam possest intimately a know- 
ledge of the law of this Covenant, and he needed not the promulga- 
tion, of it& conditions, to teach him by what rule he was bound to 
perform the will of his Creator. In infinite wisdam the Lord God not 
only inscribed the law on his heart, but deigned to declare it in the 
garden of Eden, and hath oft-times repeated the expression of it in 
the volume of his will. » ♦ 

We ^ass by the baleful consequences of the breach of the law, as 
witnessed in the unregenerate, to; mi^ke some obBervations ofti Us. 
influence in the minds of those who are heirs of the heavenly inberi^ 
tarice, but haye hot yet- taken up their freedom, nor enjoyed the spiri- 
tual rights of the eternal city. V 
' The law. er rule of the Covenant, though it remains broken in res- 
pect of thd£^:who are not clothed in' the righteousness of the great 
JLiaw-fulfiller,'is ia itself perfect, and inexorable in its claims on all 
whose- characteristic is strongly marked by the Apostle as being; 
without God and without hope in the world. ' It is fulfilled in behalf 
of the seed of Christ ; it is'not fulfilled in behalf of the seed of Satan. 
The. honor brought thereunto is imputed to the chosen : its inviolate 
demands remain disobeyed in the persons of /^res^. 
' In surveying the aWful .display of Jehovah^s holiness as exhibited 
to the Patriarch Moses and the people that were with him, and 
marking the terrific effects wrought thereby, we observe a typical 
representation of the circumstances into which the soul is brought, 
against whom the thunderings of Sinai and; the law's cucses are 
directed. The smitten consoience while groaning under the pangs 
of convicted guilt, and rent by the piercing darts of apprehended 
wrath, is well prefigured, by the consternation and horror of the mul- 
titude^ who witnessed the revelation of Jehovah on JVfount H^reb^ 
And they said unto Moses, Speak thou with us,, and we will hear; 
but. let not God speak with us, lest we die! But so far from this, 'dis- 
play of the glory of the Lord and his graciously reciting the ^ondi- ' 
tioQS of the Cbvenant of works, ^^'ing to effect the purpose ij^y f^Ar^ 
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ed; — it was granted them in pr9of of bis Covenant love, and it was 
/expressive of the blessings secured to them^ and to the whole Church, 
in the Vaoenant of grace. We will pass on from the history referred 
to, (though that contains abikndant proof of the assertion) and notice 
Moses' own comment, as given at the commencement of the chapter 
of blessings and prophecies t^rhich he delivered, just before his ascent 
of Mount Nebo. ** And he said, the Lord came ^m Sinai, and 
rose up from Seir unto them ; he shined forth from Mount Paran, 
and he came with ten thousands of saints : from his right hand went 
a fiery law, (or, fire of law) for them. Yea, he kved the people ; all 
his saints are tk thy hand: and they sat down at thy feet ; eiiery one 
shall receitfe thy iDords," Deut. xxziii. 2, 3. 

' Notwithstanding the thunders and lightnings, the thick cloud, the 
mountain on fire, and the voice of the trumpet sounding long and 
waxing louder and louder, so that the mount quaked and all in the camp 
trembled? yet, He hved tlie people. And notwithstanding all, of 
which these noises and commotion^ are figurative, are in varied de- 
grees experienced by the Lord's people, ere they attain to the liberty 
Siey have in Christ, still, All his saints are in his hand; they sAoH sH 
down at his feet; every one ofth&m shall receive his wwds* 

As the Lord Ihe Spirit baUi diversities of operations, by which he 
works the pleasure of his own will, in the mind that is delivered 
from bondage to the Covenant of works ; $o the law operates in diver- 
sified forms, in the cohvictiqns thjs mind is exercised with previously 
to deliverance. 

1. Some are kept at Sinai a long, a very long period, the mount of 
fire appearing to them at seasons heated iseven times more than it was 
wont to be ; Its flames arising eveii to heaven, and extending, to their 
apprehension > to the lowermost hell. The billows of God's wrath 
ipeem rolling towards, and threatening t6 break ^er them. Anguish 
bath seized bQl4 of them i ' despair is at haodi to make tiiefm his prey ; 
the iron hath entered theilr soul, and they> are Veady to give «p the 
ghost. They had been often attempting to fulfil Uie conditions of the 
Covenant, and as frequently foiind that even the thoughts of their 
hearts condemned them. The law they endeavored to* keep^ they 
perceive was broken by their first Father, and they know not who 
hath restored the bfelKsh. The whole body of sin, both imputed 
and actual, is fastened on them, so that tfiey know no #«y of escape. 
• When the Lord conducts such afflicted soul^ as these, from Mount 
Sinai to* Mount Zion, it is ever found that in proportion to the trials 
they have Escaped, (yea, and infinitely more than comparison wiU 
bear out the idea,) will th^y joy in the remittal of their sorrows, and 
triumpli in the faithfulness of their Deliverer. The thought is sweetly 
strengthened by tbe Prophefst accoif^ of the vision qf the holy 
waters, Ezek. xlvit. 1—5. if We contemplate the streams issningfrom 
linder ^ threshold of the sanctuary, as the Waters of ^piritiiai refresh- 
ment and consolation. Considering the circumstance of the waien 
miiig / to |he ancles,' < to the knees/ < and to the loins,^ in ftHution to 
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tto vftrioiM 0xp«rKiii«e« o^ lli4jLo)rd*« pc^idei paf w^ not take the 
fifth yerse as appjlietiible to the character aescribed? It teas a rivet 
that f t!mli not pass over; fojr the. waters were risen^. waters to swim 
in, q riwT that ctnM not be passed ao^* Such beloved »ouU beiogr 
reniQv^ firjom the curses of the okL Covenant, to receive the blessings 
of t|ie saPf and delivered from spiritual death intO: spiritual life, are 
kiinched upofi the living streams of hope and }ove^ 4uid swim joy- 
ou£(Ij. 04 tb6 watesrs. of everlaistipg consolation. And, under the 
special caire of their- faithful Redeemer, having perfected the allotteit 
term of their, diversiiied exercises and trials, wbepthey have forded 
the Jordan, their happy spirits will in full choir ytter the praises of 
Hiili who hath loved them» and washed them from all i^iu in his own 
most precious blood : verifying the blissful anticipati([m of the Poet,— 

A< From fttt tfaeir afflictioas Christli glory sbaU spring; . - 
And the deeper their sorrows, the loader they'll sing.'*^ 

2; There «re others, whose ezp«riences prove them to have bees 
long under the rigorous instructions of this schoolmaster, the law ; 
' who are not necessarily brought to the tremendous discoveries alluded 
to. They are stilt kept from the exercise of faith on him who hatfaf 
fulfilled every jot and tittle of its requirements; and are incessantly 
toiling and striving for deliverance from a bondage too hard for them 
to endure. They would fain pursue the labor required of them i 
and in reply to the constantly recurring diemand. Pay me that thau 
owest ! are ever read^ widi their, — Bane patience with me, and I will 
pay thee all. Insensible of the infinite amount of the debt that is dwH 
they vainly promise a gradual discharge ; although neither they, nor 
the whole of their Facer's house^ can furnish security for the per- 
formance of one engagement I The stem instructor prescribes their 
task,-^><;onTinces- than, of their incapacity to ezfiOHte- it|^-«nd wit|r 
manifold <;urses denounces them for non-pperformance* 

What a i^weet lesson is that )aid before the Church by St. Paul, 
in his letter to the believers of Oalatia, where he states, 'VThe law 
was our jscfaoolmaster unto Christ, that we might be justified by 
faith." ''But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a 
schoolmaster." Until fhidi of the operation of the Holy Ghost is 
bestowed, the law i^. the only teacher of the poor, execcised souli 
the arbitrary domination is uncontrolled, so long as a revelation of 
Christ is withheld. The Lord the Spirit by his own personal minis^ 
tration puts into action the heayenly principle he hath implanted t 
the glorious Law-fulfiller, in the excellency of his Person and finish- 
ed salvation, is received into the heart; and the tutor, who before 
ratained the sinner in grievous bondage, abandons the charge which 
for a season he was permitted to hold. It demands repeated obser- 
ration, that the law can Ibeither drive nor '' bring" th^ sinner to 
Christ; indeed, its influence on the unrenewed conscience^ is sucb^ 
that it tends to keep- j9om Christ: and thete is not a passage in the 
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Nqw Testament than that quoted, whick more clearly illustrates ttte 
fact. " The lair was our schoolmaster unto Christ." - ^ . 

3. There are many of the Lord's people whom the condemBing 
power of the law having brought to a discoTery of their true state 
by nature, and of the helplessness and hopelessness of the situation 
iti which they lie; the glorifier of Jesus inrimediately draws out into 
exercise the power of faith and the comforts of hope, and so fixes 
them on Him, who hath fulfilled the righteousness of the* law, as 
that^ they are enabled in transport of soul to exclaim with the holy 
Apostle, There is therefore now no condemnation to them who are in 
Christ Jesus, who walh not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.- • ' • 

Doubtless there are, in comparison with the whole number of the 
Lord's family, but few so highly favored ; yet the word of God is not 
without repeated instances of the kind; each of which testifies to 
the diversified modes of Operation of the Lord the Spirit, when he 
exercises the sovereignty of hia will. 

O Thou, who hast fulfilled the righteous demands of the holy law, 
•^-^who hast abolished in thy fleih the enmity,, even the knp of com- 
mandments contained in ordinances; reveal thyself to thy chosen, in 
that most glorious character, that they may be delivered from.slfkvish 
apprehensions and illegal bondage, and by thy rich grace triun^ph.in 
thee, their great Deliverer. Teach thy Church, O Lord, more ai^d 
still more of that law of love, whereby they approach thee in sweet 
communion, — whereby they join with their brethren in glory, to 
felicitate themselves in thy presence, — whereby thpy, at seasons, 
glory with their brethren on earth, in the light of thy countenance, 
and live to the praise and honor of thy name, Amea« 



THE MYSTERIOUS MOVEMENTS OF PROVIDENCE, 
IN THE SUPPLYING OF GOIXS FAMILY WtiEN • 
OUTWARD MEANS ARE FAILING; 

Mxemplified ,in that part of Sacred History, recorded «a Xst Book 
of Kings, xvii. 14 — 16. 

Providence is a title that receives its authority from the court 
of Heaven, its mandates from .the King of kinfi», and all its commis- 
sions from those several councils that disposed of tWvdbolo mass of 
created nature, angelic, human, and iufernal; selecting or rejecting 
whomsoever a Triune, Covenant Jehovah, pleased to nominate or 
to appoint, and all this before our lower world was even put into 
motion 4 by the Great Architect of Creation. '^(kiftnAfihiaery of prop 
vidence as well as of nature nothing can disturb, can delay, or can 
defeat; it has ever since been kept in motion and never will cease 
to move, till the whole contents of its. ,afraagemeiUf,§fe disposed. of 
and dispensed with. Deposited in tfiis secret Cj||p4iiet are all that 
befab the Church in its^ present mt^tant state, wu^uier of a pleasing. 
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pain&l, diftiressin^, or delightful nature; not one unemployed that 
was designed, not one omitted that was directed » not one too soon iiji 
^ its application, not one too late to answer the intended purpose. 

The design of this short narrative is .to prove, that what God's 
family in ages past experienced of the special appearance of God^ 
in their straits and difficulties, was only a sample of .what would be 
in all after stages of time perpetuated, as long as one elect vessel 
remained on this side the Jordan. — In opening 'this interesting part^ 
of sacred history, what a striking harmony and union appears in 
every step by which this miraculous supply was brought into notice. 

Ahab, one of the most wicked kings that ever mounted the throne 
of Israel, and Jezebel his wife a most tyrannical and cruel woman, 
were two sworn enemies of the Prophet Elijah ; to whom he was 
often sent with a most tremendous commission; and .the present 
prophecy which he was ordered to make must have been like a than- 
der clap in- the ears of Ahab, verse 1. A drought which neii;her 
dew nor rain were to mitigate for the space of three years, and that 
in a hot part of the earth, must have been a most awful visitation. 
But God's ways are not as our ways, nor his thoughts as our thoughts ; . 
this awful visitation had a bright side as well as a dark side; was 
iotended to furnish matter for our faith now as well as then,; and 
has often proved under divine agency a matter of great support to 
many tried, ,weary, and wounded travellers, while they have been 
struggling with difficulties and immersed in perplexities. The Pro- 
phet could do no good at coart, ^nd therefore he must be removed 
^here he can be made useful ; the Lord will not shut up his sent 
ser?antB in a prison unless he has any good for them to do there, as 
was the case. Acts xvi. 25 to 31. God's sent servants always move 
under secret orders, ivhich they know not till the Great Shepherd 
unravel a part of their work. The first step that the Lord employed 
in this providence, was ordering the Prophet to go to a little brook 
near the Jordan ; it was no use to send him where there, was no 
water, but though he had water, here he had no food. And here I 
would remark, that the Lord of the vineyard seldom makes any of 
his laborers useful in his Church without giving them a sip of the 
brook, and a taste of the bitter ; so that those to whom they are 
sent know they are not novices in experience, or unacquainted iwith 
those very trials that they are straggling through. If this were to 
he the standard by which all preachers were, tried, it is to be feared 
multitudes who now cut a great figure would sink into the diminutive 
light of an insignificant glow-Worm. 

Elijah, though furnished with water without a miracle, must not 
he fed but by a miracle, verse 6. How striking the instruments 
employed, as well as the storehouse from whence his table was fur- 
^ishted? I would not here relate a similar instance of the Lord's sup- 
plying one of.ht^ persecuted family while confined in a prison, under 
the iron. hand of persecution in the last century. A poor woman, 
•oon after the Bartholomew Act took place, which pet iuto the hands 
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of persecHtors great power , and whieh put this poor WMiaii into the 
hand& of a magistrate who longed for an opportunity, to persecute 
this poor speckled bird amongst vdltures and all birds qi parey. Wheo, 
she was brought before him, he asked where her faith was now» and 
whether Clod would, feed her now ? She without hesitation said, God 
would feed her, and from his table too as before if he chose; and 
God did so, for the magistrate's wife was present and took pity on a 
poor helpless female, and fiH-nisbed her with, food' all the time sbe 
stopped m prison from the magistrate's table, though be knew it not 
The Lord could hare fed Elijah without raTens if be chose, but tbi 
tried, the tossed, and the worn -out. traTidlers^ would bare lost many 
a meal to their precious souls had. this miracle been withheld. God's 
sorereign choice takes in at one glance, the end from the begmoiDo^) 
the utiUty or inutility that will always follow* We are not infonned 
when the ravens procured their supply, yet perhaps it is to teach os 
to look wholly and solely to. him for pur. supplies, noE to doubt but 
they will arrive though we cannot see the channel by which they 
come to us. 

. The next step in this history, is the drying up of the little brook; 
the time was uow arrived: when the Prophet must nuike another 
move; the brook could not be dried up before, the period arrived, 
nor before the supply of food by the means of the rayens was ex- 
hausted. How often have G od's family found some little brook, or very 
insignificant channel^ affording them a short and temporary supply^ 
till something more prominent has. appeared to. them : ** Whoso u 
wise and shall observe these tbi i^gs, they, shall understand the loviog- 
kindness of the Lord." — We are now coma to that piart of the sub- 
ject in which the sovereignty of God shines most conspicuous in- 
deed, verses 8 and 9. Our Lord Jesus Christ in his ministry vhile 
on earth takes particular notice of this short history in . the provi- | 
jdence of God, Luke iv. 25 — 21. The Lord did not move the 
Prophet till he had according to the eternal council prepared another 
post for him, and the purveyor or person whom GHod luul looked out, 
was the least likely either to support him or herself^ verse 12. Oot 
of all the inhabitants in the town of Zidon the poor distressed widow 
was honored, was accepted, while all the others were passed hf. 
Oh ! what a glorious jewel in the crown of Deity is his Sovereignty* 
How does he stain the pride of man while he exalts the riches of 
free, unmerited grace ; how. does he degrade the worm-eaten ser- 
vices of the creature, and clothe with his glorious robe the most 
notbrious and most obnoxious ; that none might ever be able to I 
glory in his presence, but all become, alike guilty, till he by bis 
wonder-working plan of Redemption ^ alone make the differeoee. 
This is that immoveable bar that separates between the precious aod 
4he vile, between the heirs of salvation and heirs of damnation, be- 
tween the vessels of meicy before ordained and the*" vessels of wi»^ 
.fitted for destruction* 

I shall now make a few remarkft on verse 14. The non-frilore of ' 
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(h^ barret of meal sind the cruse of oil, lill plenty wa^ agiu6 restored 
to the land. — ^The first remark is, that all those trials,' difficuhies» 
perplexities afiddaogers, wliich now fall to the lot of God's family 
^n this time and transcient state of existence, they are all intended 
B» special visitations to prepare the way for some prominent and 
coospicuous display of the divine appearance, on their behalf; Look 
at the history of Joseph and see bow God, step by step multiplied 
diiiiculties and surrounded him with perplexities, one whom he highly 
esteemed, and one whom he in the eternal councils intended to pro- 
poke to great honor ; and yet how unintelligible was the way that 
led Jto iU till the Lord himself undertook to be his interpreter. But 
look at tl\e picture in its finished state, with all its colourings com- 
pleted and ail its outlines filled up, and then ask, whether the divine 
glory could have shone so bright, had aify part of the history been 
left out: so my fellow traveller heaven^ward, were any part in the 
history of our lives lef); out, there would be a defect in the whole, 
Pere the wisdom of our Great Architect shines indeed. ' 

The second remark we make is, that the Lord never dries up one 
brook till he has opened another channel for our support and for 
our supply. How often does the believer find though the Lord's 
ways are mysterious, yet mercy, like a mighty flowing rivelr, mode-4 
ri^tes the storm, mitigates the trouble^ and softens the hard and rug-^ 
ged path, of life. Do earthly cisterns prove broken cisterns that 
bold no water? Do earthly props fail and die away? Do earthl]^ 
friends prove broken reeds and barren desarts ? Yet an insignificant 
instrument shall be raised up, an unexpected door shall be opened, 
and, even an outward enemy, shall be turned into a friend, sooner 
than any of his people shall want a channel of support in their pre^ 
sent needy state. 

The third remark we make is, the wonder-working way in which 
the Lord makes the barrel of meal and cruse of oil to last out, or in 
other words, how he provides for, his people when the means of 
thev subsistence are most precarious and most scanty, Prov. x? 22. 
How many have reason to bless God for the scantiness of their sup- 
plies, and the wonder-working way in which they have been handed 
put to them ; they have often peen brought to the last meal, and Vq 
the last mite, but a miracle must be performed ere one of his poor 
and distressed flock shall be neglected or forgotten. And here I 
shall introduce an instance that occurred in the north of Scotland 
many years ago, to prove God^s special care in providing for his 
needy family. A poor man who had a family and who was once iii 
particular brought into almost starving circumstances, after waiting 
all day and night and nothing to feed his family with, got them all 
to go to bed whilig he Went out to make his case known to the Lord ; 
after being out for some time, he returned with his mind calm and 
composed. But to his great surprize when he came home, he found 
on hi« table a joint of meat ready dressed and a large loaf; he called 
pp his family, and after thanking God for his kind providente, they 
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all shared in this mysterious supply. — We shall now unraTel this 
mystery, and shew how the Lord overruled and wrought for bis sup« 
ply. A neighbouring farmer who was a rich bat a very covetous 
man, thought he would one day surprize his neighboring farmers; 
he ordered before he went to market a joint of meat to be ready 
dressed against he returned; as he returned from market he intended 
unexpectedly to ask them in as they p^sed by, b«t rain cOmin^ on 
in the evening they all rode on and left him behiud, so he was com- 
pletely disappointed. When he came home bis covetous spirit 
would not let him touch it, and he ordered it M be put by asft was, 
and he went to bed ; after he had been in bed a little trtne^ he 
dreamt this poor man his neighbor was starving for bread, and 
after dreatniug the same twice over, got up and ordered his servant 
to take the meat and a lokf to this poor man, — and this discoTery 
was not made till after the farmer's death. • :. " 

. May we not draw the following spiritual improvement from what 
has here been advanced? That the life of faith, and the existence of 
hope, as planted by the Spidt of God, in the hearts of all the truly 
regenerated heaven-bound, are like the bariel of meal amd the cruse 
of oil ; ' they will never be dried up, or, cease to supply with suit- 
able food the never-dying souls of those who are their happy reei^ 
pients, till Ihey are safe landed on the blissful sbo;res of everlasting 
felicity, where hope will be tnrned into sight; and faith inta fruition. 
Then, and not before, will the clopdy and fiery pillar be' removed, 
as being no longer needful or essential. With such invisible reali- 
ties in prospect, and such credentials- in possession, may both reader 
and writer learn daily to be coming out of this wilderness, leaning 
upon Christ as our eternal beloved. Amen, 



GOD, A JUST GOD, AS WEI4L AS A MERCIFUL 

GOD. . 

As the lion hath his paw to imprison, bis. voice to terrify, and his 
teeth to tear his prey> yet commiserateth the woes of the prostrate, 
find suffereth nq ravenous beast to devour that which he hath pro- 
tected : the eagle hath his talons to strike, and his wings to shadow 
from danger: the leppa^d hath comely spots, but an ill faypred 
countenance : the p?inther hath. a sweet scented breath, but a rotten, 
deceitful he^rt. — Thus God is just i^s well ap. merciful, the Lion of 
the tribe of Judah, that can as wfill encounter his foes with terror, as 
entertain his friends with peace; he that threats to chastise, and 
favors to encourage; a terrible countenance to beget a dread of his 
might, and variety of mercies to breed a delight in his majesty ; and 
whomsoever the beams of his bounty cannot warm \n affection, tl^e 
jan^es of bis fury shall pursue to destruction^ 
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An Attempt on the behalf of the called and believing people of the 
Most High God, to set before them the Fountain of' everlasting Con^ 
solation in Christ Jesus, so that they' may be perfectly relievedfrom 
all fears concerning Death atid Dying. By Samuel Eyles 
Pierce. — Second Edition : Palmer, London, 1825. 

The best recommendation we can offer to this Treatise, on Death, 
and Dying, may be furnished from its ** Introduction," a portion of 
which we shall lay before our Readers; but we should do. great in- 
justice to the divine contents of this small volume, if we left it, after 
perusal, without lending our feeble aid to gain its wide diffusal in the 
Church of Christ. The great Head of the Church alone knoweth 
the feast of fat things we made, while our soul was enwrapt in spiri- 
tual meditation on the sublime subjects descanted on. Beholding 
with our venerable Friend,' as in a glass, the glory of the Lord, and 
suriQoun.ting these Ipwer heavens, we fondly from glory to glory- 
anticipated the promised inheritance; and, neejl we add,— lofiged, 
with him, to be there too. Having received much spiritual instruc- 
tion from the volume, can wedo otherwise than recommend it to our 
Readers ? There is not a member of the Lord's Church Co whom it 
is not calculated to become a blessing. . The strong will renew their 
streogth* and increase their confidence and joy in the Lord. The 
wcdkwSi aspire after further attainments in the divine life, nor cease 
till they come to the assurance of faith. To the IVIinisters of Christ, 
we venture to say, they ought not to be without it ! 

We have said, the design of Mr. Pierce is best expressed in his 
own words : — 

" In the course of my time,! have been called upon to visit sinners and saints 
in their drawings nigh to the house appointed for all living ; I have found what - 
the excellent Mr, Toplady expresses to be a truth : " It is very difficult to know 
how to perform this service." The last time I was called upon to visit a sick 
friend, was since I myself received a very severe crush, as it respects nature's 
failing. The person in my view, was one with Christ. She received what I 
said concerning him with great satisfaction; and' this was what first gave oc- 
casion of my conceiving I. would, if permitted, write a small treatise suited to 
put into the chambers and hands of such of the Lord's people as might, either 
throngh sickness or old age, be drawing downwards to the grave, the house 
appointed for all living." , 

*' I refiected thus with myself, whilst I dqnbted not of the person! had visited 
concerning her eternal state, yet I considered her very great weakness of bpdy, 
such that she could not bear much talk. This I had done in many, very many 
instances, in the course of visitins such as I really looked on as saints, and many 
scores of times. ^ thought, could any short matter be drawn up, so as for such 
to peruse, or for others to read to them, it might serve, in the hand of the Lord 
the Spirit, to draw out their minds to such subjects as are particularly suited 
to such circumstances.''— pages 6, 7. 

We recollect reading with peculiar pleasure, some years since, a 
sw^et idea expressed by this faithful Steward of the mysteries of the 
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kingdom, in allusiort to* the same subject ; it was this, that Death is 
l^iven as one article in the Inventory of tlie believer's priTil^es ! 
Being somewhat conscious of the frailty of our nature, even id tfav 
best of the Lord's children, we wonder not tliat the anticipation of 
the approach of the '* King of Terrors," should oft-times induce 
tormenting fear and grievous apprehension. We therefore hail fhe 
publication of this truly spiritual Treatise, and rejoice that many 
isuch persons by reading, and meditation on, the same, are likely to 
be endued with power frona on high to conquer their fleshly mis- 
givings, to welcome the tokens of the last enemy*s approach, and to 
receive the intimations of his message with joy and rejoicing of 
heart. We intreat our lieaders not to forget that .the work is writ- 
ten, — and it affords abundant proof that the Lord himself directed 
the heart and pen of the "Writer for the express purpose, — ** To put 
into the chambers and hands of such of the Lord's people as might, 
either through sickness or old age, be drawing downwards to the 
grave, the hour appointed for all living." 

The subjects treated on, are, — 1st. *' On Death." 2nd. "On the 
Consolations suited to Dying Believers." drd. '* On the act of Dy- 
ing." 4th. "On what may he conceived concerning the Invisible 
State." 5th. ** On Eternity." 60i. *' On the actual entrance of 
disembodied Saints into heaven, and their reception there. 7th. ^* On 
the Vision of Christ, and the Life, G1ory« and Blessedness whidi 
flow therefrom." 8th. ** Of Our employment in the State df Glory^ 
until our Lord's descent at the last day." 

' We will make one other quotation, to shew the manner in which 
pur '< good old Simeon" expresses the transport of his soul« while 
contemplating the glories of heaven : — > • - . 

" Heaven Mrill consist in the perpetual shine of God's favor opon ns, so as for 
the mind' to' have an' nnspeakable enjoyment of the same; we shaU there' be 
^Iled wHfa all the fahieBs of God. This most consist in haVIn;? oar nnderstaod- 
IngR so enlarged, to comprehend <7od in Christ, as to be wholly satisfied witk 
fciwi, and in the enjoyment of him. Onr Vlills will then be perfectly satisfietl 
with the will of God ; we diall rejoice in his essential lilessedneirs ; we shall 
4iave ^ clear and jprc/per 'idea M' the essence and Persons in Jehovah, so as td 
grve glorions praise to Father, lion, and Spirit, for all thenr tove to o8,and vsst 
«id eternal designs towards us in the Person of Christ. In heaven we shall h« 
for eVer clothed with hnrantable holiness ; we shall be blessed with iminntable 
comrntrnron with God ; we shall ^liinem Christ; w& shall be as so many jewels 
in his mediatorial crown. He will shine on ns and within as, and we shall re- 
iiect his shine back again on him. He will be om* everlasting heaven of fight 
"and glory, of perfection .and bliss. We shall be swallowed op in liim, so as fd- 
liim to dwell supremely, transceudantly, and inexpressibly in all the faculties of 
'iDinr minds. It is hereby we shall be transformed into his glorions image, and be 
made completely happy and blessed in our souls. It is good to have right, 
clear, and scriptaral apprehensions of these sublime verities: it is only as wc 
*truly' apprehend tliem, that we can have any holy longing and desire after the 
enioymefit of them. It would be well to have onr minds properly impressed 
with the blessed thought, tliat hei^en ifi prepared for us, and we are prepared 
ftnrit; tliat it is open to recevve us ; and that we shall enter :it the monienf we 
leave .the body. We shall find every thing there suited to-cnr spiritnal taste: 
we shall liave free admittance, a joyful entrance, a most blessed acceptance. 
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Oar iMrd will ^hhie on m a« ke never yet did ; be will present us to the whole 
company olf saints, to unite with them in tbcir woL'ship ok him ; he will open> the 
glorie» of hearven U> our view ; be will pbice ns where we are to be, and shine 
with sack splendor on us as will fill our minds with immortal bliss and satisfac* 
tion. He will say ; " Come, ye blessed, enter ye into the joy ot'your Lor(L" Kt 
is not to be wondered at that the saints are described by th* Apostle as earnestly 
desiring to be clothed upon with glory and immortality ; to be swallowed up ef 
lite; to be in heaven : to eiyoy eternal glory. He knew these subjects well: 
they had their existence in his mind ; they were in him, and to him, eternal re- 
alities; he therefore prays thus on the behalf of the saints at Ephesos, that the 
God of onr Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, .might give unto tbem the 
spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him ^ the eyes of theit 
understanding being enlightened, that they might know what is the hope of his 
calling, and what the riches of tiie g^ry of bis inlieritanee in the. saints. He 
woqld tiiey should know as much of glory and heaven, before they entered it, as 
|iossible. , He requests tlie Lord on their behalf, that they might know the 
grounds of their calling; what they were called unto; and what they were to 
expect. God himself is the inheritance of his people ; they are also his iaberif- 
ance. His riches of grace and glory are in the saints ; they are all to shine 
forth in tbem ; they are aU to be displayed on them ; they are all to be made 
known unto them; they are all to be enjoyed by them. God himself will be 
their glory. If God can make them happy, they shall be as completely happy 
as he can niake them." 

'^ I would now, O my sonl f turn this subject into meditation and prayer. I 
expect and believe that I shall soon be in heaven. How art thou, O my soul, 
affected with this ? Dost thou, from the scriptures, and the light of the Holy 
Spirit, apprehend spiritually and intellectnariy what heaven is ? It is a super- 
natural world ; a state of blessedness and glory. There are no joys and 
pieasufes there bat such as are suited to a heaven-bom son), to a holy and* sptrit- 
nal mind. Saints there live wholly on Christ; he is their immediate hie of 
glory. Art then, O my sonl, fitted for thie place and state? Will it suit thee 
to be wholly swallowed up in Christ ? to have him for thy immediate object and 
perpetual subject? Hast thou an inward spiritual conception ef its being real 
blessedness, to be wholly living out of thyself, and off thyself, in contijuial sights 
of Christ, se- as never to reflect on thyself for ever. The happiness of aaiwls in 
heaven does not arise within, or from themselves : it is wholly without them; 
it flows from God and the Lamb into them, through the indweiling of the Lord 
the Spirit. They are not admitted to think one moment of themselves ; all 
*heir thonjghts dow into tbeir immortal minds^ as glorified, from Christ their 
Head, and are formed in them by the Lord the ii^f^rit, who fully pos^essee them 
as his tine and proper temples. Will sneh a jttate, such a place, such a life„ so 
continued a dependance on Christ for glory everlasting, as this amounts to^ suit 
thee ? If so, think much on it. Let it be the constant subject of thy mind. If 
the Holy Spirit makes it plain and clear to thee, thoU will not be nuwillmg to 
die in thy body^ that thon mayest live witk Christ in glory. I will torn this, O 
niy soul, into prayer." 

" O then, who art the God of glm^, the Fatherof glory,, the Ood of all grace, 
who bast called thy people unto eternal glory by Christ Jesus, I beseech thee to 
give me some supernatural views of it. Create in nay mind such conceptions 
of heaven, glory, and immortal life, as may cause me to desire to depart out of 
this body and world, and be with Christ, which is far better tlian to be in U. I 
pray thee to grant me to be looking out for heaven ; to be expecting & citv 
.which bath foundations, which thcu hast built and art the maker of; into which ' 
thou dost admit thy saints immediately on their leaving their bodies. Thou, O 
God, art not ashamed to be called theiV God, for whom thou hast prepared this 
city. Grant, holy Father, that my mind may be so enlii;htened from thy word, 
ftod by thy Spirit, into a knowledge i^f what is revealed in thy holy Gospel con* 
.cerning the inheritance of the saints in light, that my views and prospects of if 
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may Wand. O that it may please thee, so to let down froin Utty hlessed aetf 
such superiiatnral views of heaven and heavenly glory into my mind,- as may in- 
crease my longings and desires after it! O Lord Jesns, there I 'am to see thee 
face to face ! there I am to live as thou dost. There I am to live in th^e, and 
to\hee, thou living in me for ever. O blessed Spirit, do Hioo, as the Spirit of 
jglory and of God, rest upon me, and reveal a real sense of this glory in me. 
Ameq." — pages 90 to 96, 



Two Letters on the Mystery of the Gospel, and on the Genuine JSy- 
perience of a Believer in Christ; with an Appendix, (containing 
Fofir Letters) on various Subjects. By Thomas Mnlock. 

We considered it our duty, (see pa^es, 251 and 254,) wben rc-p 
viewing Mr. Readers reply to this Writer, to urge in rather forcible 
terms, our reasons for dissenting from the noTel sentiments contained 
in a printed Letter, which ^ow appears at the close of this collection; 
we therefore have no further remark^ to make thereon ; and ob- 
serving in his address to the Reader of these, that ** it is the 
Author's £xed determination not to notice any antagonist arguments 
which this little work may elicit," — ^we shall content ourselves by 
pointing out such portions as are not according to the analogy of 
iaith, and leave our Readers to their own reflections. For, thpugh 
we often take occasion to deplore the distractions bcought into the 
Church, through the speculations of men professing to be wiser than 
the Lord's Prophets and Apostles ; and deprecate the practice of 
inaking use of our pages for their dissemination ; we consider it to 
be incumbent on us so fax to expose their figments, as we conscien* 
tionsly believe them capable of detection by the believer in- Jesus, 
however slender his judgment. 

Whether these Letters were forwarded for Iteview, in answer to 
our earnest request on page 254; or, by an admiring Friend of the 
Author's, who is unconscious of the errors they contain, we know 
liot ; and'whatever might be the motive, we are thankful for die op- 
portunity given to exhort our Readers, and with them those wha sit 
under the ministry of Mr. Mulock, — in the words of our Lord to the 
multitude that followed him : Take heed what you hear! 

*' When I find persons unaeqaainted with the first principles of the doctrine 
of Christ, babbling about what they call their experience, I have no difficaltv 
. in defining their case. Thev are under a complete delusion of Satan. I^ark 
xiii. 22. They substitute what is styled a work of grace in the heart, for the 
work of God in Clirist Jesus: and their hope of heaven is founded, not upon 
what Christ has done and suffered for them, but upon what they deem 'themr 
selves to have done and suffered for Christ. Isa. Iviii. 8. I am qiiite clear, 
that this is a faithful thought brief sketch of all spurious Christianity. 2 Tim. iii. 
h. Natural lien cannot rise above natural principles. T^eir religion cannot 
he inward and intellectual. Rom. iii. 28. It must be made up of carnal conr 
jecturesj and sensible frames and fieelings. Jude 19. I wish not to be underr 
ktood as desirous of expressing myself harshly and intolerantly towards ptetxsti 
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of ihU deicriptldn ; I simply declare that they can have no knowledge of Gddy 
Hosea iv. 1. However reluctant to give otfence, 2 Cor. vi. 3. t cannot consent 
to compromise the truth of the Gospel. 6al. ii. 5. I mnst, therefore, in order 
to clear the way for my present subject, rigidly reject all those records of- de- 
lusion commonly called experiiernces, with which professors of formal godliness 
have deceived themselves, and aided in begniting others. . Isa. Ixyi. 4. ^ot 
that I qnestion the veracitv of those commnhicative expositors of their own feel- 
ings. I do not. I am willing, on the contrary, to credit what they so largely 
reveal of their own enthusiastic emotions ; font I have a scriptnral persuasion, 
that persons who reitt their religion npon any thing which they assert then- 
selves to have been the subjects of, are not, as yet, taught by the Spirit of wis- 
dom and revelation in ^e knowledge of Jesus Christ. Tliey are buildipg ^poTl 
sand ; Matt. vii. 26. not npon the sure foundation laid in Zion.'' pages 24, 25. 

One word here. We would ever be anxious to indtice the Lot^'ft 
exercised saints to refrain froxn living (or endeavoring so to do) oA 
their experiences; and we are Very conscious, that while the enemy 
of their souls encourages them by any thing from within, or from 
pjtthoutf to be looking q^ and ^om Christ for complete salvation, 
they will fail of receiving the consolation they seek atlter : but ca^ 
tiie above tirade be justified ? Is it Gospel ? 

The line and plummet, by which Mr. M. measures the true ex-- 
perience of the redeemed family, are noticed in the following con- 
clusion of a long statement, of the Lord's dealings with himself:-^ 
' f' I bless the Lord that I have endured much of this sufl'ering, and 
that the mysterv of it has been measurably made known to me from 
the Lord's word. I felt it to be painftil, I know it to be profitable. 
Jab xKxiii. 29, 30. So will you, and ALL otheks who are under 
the teaching of God. Psalm cxix. 71. 

We have room for one more quotation, on the teribs tfornal and 
jpirffttai as applied to the regenerate : — ^ 

** The Holy Ghost, 2 Tim. iii. 16. doth not term a regenerate person a 
mataral man, iiowever carnal he may evince himself to be ^ nor do£b the same 
Divine Spirit term an unregenerate pian carha). The terms carnal and, spirit- 
ual apply exclusively to regenerate persons who are (whether they realize the 
.troth or ntit) in a sopematifral state of soul. When the fplltn nature of sddi 
|>efsonii is permitted to predominate, they are carnally minded ; and they will 
inake this evident either by living uninterruptedly in the flesh, Rom.' viii.'3. i. c. 
in. secret, l^abitaal sin. and thus remaining really estranged from all communion 
with*6od, Eph. Iv. IB. bv more mai'ked^ by walking after the ^esh,l*tiil. iii. 
18y 19. i. e. openly fulfilling the desires of the flesh, and thus obviously afford- 
ing afflicting proof that they are given ovtlr, for a time, to a reprobate mind, 
^om. i. 28. — 1 Cor. v. -6. Depend npon it, (hat all our, perversions of divine 
things are explained by our Lord's interrogative to the Saddncees, '' Do ye n^ 
therefore err, because ye know not the Scriptures, (and by eonseqacnce,) 
neither the power of God ?" page 60. 

These, we suppose, afe some of the treasures of knowledge that 
tiaye ** not been shared by the elect for ages and generations ! }" 
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'Sacramental Meditatiom; being the Substance pf a Caune ^ Ser-- 
mans occasionally delivered in the Parish Church of Vharies, 
Plymouth, before the Ordinance of the Lords Supper. By Kobert 
Hawker, D. D. Vicar of tbe Parish. Price Id. eacb, or lOcL p«r 
dozen (for distribution ;) or, 6d, each in octaro. 

If the believer in Christ need any argnmenty beyond those bis own 
enlighteDed judgment furnishes, to enforce tbe importance and spiri- 
taality of this ordinance of the Lord^s appointment, he may <^itahi it 
in these sacred -Meditations. Here, indeed, the Lord^s faithful ser- 
Tant has been instructed to expatiate with such a degree of heavenfy- 
inindedness and eniergy, as leaves all whom we have heard or read 
on the subject, — far — ^far behind. With the confidence of faith 
which peculiarly characterizes those who are strony in the strength oj 
the mighty God of Jacobs this distinguished champion for the truth, 
details the unvarying effects of communion with Christ in bis sanctu- 
.ary ; and brings forth such precious fruits of intercourse with.the 
Lord at his own tabl6, as cannot fail to elevate, by the Lord^s blessr 
ing, every renewed soul, into the htghesi enjoyment which en earti^ 
it is capable of attaining. 

Somewhat sensible of the meanness oif our own acfi[uuemeDl9y 
more especially when placed in contrast with those of Dr. Hawker, 
,we despair of ever being capable either to appreciate fully, or to ex,- 
press as we would, our estimation of hb unceasing labors for tlie 
benefit of the Church. Even these Tracts, six of which are pub- 
lished, contain such a fund of spiritual treasures, that we can venture 
to do little more than, state the subject of each, aud leave ouir 
brethren, in senrching their contents, to jrealize the truth of our rer 
marks. 

'No. l.~^Melchizedek, priest of the Most High Godp bringMig faitk 
bread and wine. Genesis xiv. 18 to 20. ' ^ ■ 

No. 2.-^The Jewish Passover typical df Christ, EtodAs xii. 2^, 27. 

No. 3.-^The Savor of Christ*s Person and Offering, the sole cmis^ 
of the Church's acceptance before God, Ezekiel xx. 41, 42. 

No, 4. — Christ the Bread of Life, John vi. 3^ 

No. 5. — The bread and wine received by the Lord^s people, in th? 
Lord's Supper, symbolical of communion with the body an4 
bloodof Christ, 1 Cor. X. 16. i 

l^o. 6.^— Christ calling to the Spirit, to breathe on bis garden the 
Church, bis sweet influences; and the Church in consequence 
thereof, inviting Christ to come into his garden, and eat bis 
pleasant fruits. Song iv. 16. 

We copy the following divine passage, from No. 6. in proof of 
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Hhe tibsdrdity of a recent caiambious charge, 'th^t the Ddctoi? 
** would supercede Christ*s kiDgly office and governmeot^ by the 
Biioistry of the Holy Spirit." 

** I be^in am I proposed, to consider somewhat more partiealarly, the Lord's 
call to tl^ Holy Gbost, to breathe upon his Clmrch, the blessed influences of his 
sovcereign power, that the spices might flow. And while this is the special act 
ef Ood the Spirit, in the ccoooomy of salvation, so it is from the joint pleasure, 
asd absohite agipeement of the Holy Three in One, in the Covenant of ^race. 
For as hath been glanced at before, every event included in the administratioa 
•f salvation, by the Lord Jesus Christ, refers to each glorious Person in the 
CkMihead, as equally taking part The ionnation and gift of the Church, as hath, 
been already stated, carries witli 4t a most palpable and deckled testimony that 
the -whole Persons hi the Godhead alike, have engaeed from all eternity, and 
are ei^aged to all eternity, in the marvellous work. And weare told the cause, 
flamely ; that in tke itffea to come, God might ^tew tke exceeding riches of his gruci 
sa bis kindness totpiwd us thromgh Christ Jesus f Ephes. ii. 7," 

** I have already shewn you, Chough in a transient manner, some few of tM 
more prominent features, of the divine favor towards ,the Church, by each of the 
Persons ia the Godhead; which plainly testify the sovereign acts of each, in 
the Father's love^ the Son's grace, and the Spirit'-s fellowship. Biit it was among^ 
the blessed promises of our most glorious Christ, that the latter days of 'tfatf 
gospel, after his return to glory, and the Holy Ghost coming down, in a m(u« 
open display of his eternal power and Godhead^ should be marked with clearer 
views ot the divine manitestations. These things (said Jesus) haoe I spoken 
mnio you in .pronsrhs: .M the titne ,comeih, when I shall »• laor^ *P^^ ^ 9^> <a 
procerjks, imi I ^aU sAcio you plainly of tke Father, John xvi. 26. And blessed 
be ^ur promising God, for he is a peiforming God. We h^ve dime' wtfll 
parables frohi any knowledge to be gathered from them of the spiritual mani- 
festation of Jehovah, in his Trinity ot Persons. We can, and do', whenever the 
north wind, and the south wind, from the Holy Ghost blow a gracious gale npoa 
our souls, receive the divine testimony, to the Persons in, the Godhead, in their 
personal manifestations^ ns, and set to our seal that God is true, John iii. 33.'' 

Of the holy effects^ of the power of grace reigning in the souls of 
the regenerate, we have this inimitable portrait: — 

** If the Lord the Spirit bath' been with you, and is with you, 'his divine 
breathings will be visible by the effects. As in the first act of regeneration, it 
is his Almighty work, to give spiritual life, to our spiritual faculties, which were 
before dead in trespasses and sins ; so in every subsequent operation, his 
Almighty agency is manifested, in every going forth of tl^e renewed soul, upon 
tlie Person and salvation of 4fhe Lord Jesus Christ. Creating work, and re- 
newing work, are alike his. Are we convinced of sin? It is by his dwine dia- 
coveries to us of our apostate nature in Adam^ that we have this conviction ; 
and his pleadinss in our own hearts, against our manifold transgressions, to the 
boly law of God, becomes the sole cause of nnfiiddbig to our view, the dreadiid 
deformity of oar fallen state. Are we enlightened in our spiritual under- 
standing to the scriptural apprehension, of the glorious Person, and the 
glorious salvation of our Lord Jesus Christ; so as to behold his infinite 
suitableness, and all suflScieucy, to our circumstances? This also is from 
the same Almighjy Teacher, John xvi. 14. Are we at any time, when depress- 
ed with a sense of sin f(om renewed infirmities, cast down, and afflicted, in the 
sad prospect of human depravity ? Here again, it is thai the Lord tha Spirit 
comes, in his most precious and endearing character, as the Holy Ghost, the 
Comforter; and the soul encouraged by his divine consolations, is led not 
unfrequently to cry <ottt ; when my heart is overwhelmed^ lead me to the Rock that 
is higher than I ? Psm. lxi.'2. In a word, when amidst the numberless, and 
various ways, by which, according to the statement of holy scripture, gracious 
impressions are wrooght upon the miud, and the souls of the regenerate are 
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gisddenedy tad' made joyfol in Ibe hoose of prayer ; irh^ a difine pi0wer b 
felt in the word, and the cold heart is wanned ; the depressed heart raised ; 
the fettered heart set free ; and the heart of stone, becomes an heart of fiesh ; 
all, and every one of these divine operations, are the immediate work of God 
the Spirit, dividing to every man severaUy ae he mU, 1 Cor. xii. 11.*' » 

** Have I said enough, in the statement of the doctrines in the text, to ren* 
der them intelligible to the spiritual understanding of my hearers? The imme- 
diate result then will be ; to.en<inire who among you is brought under the gra- 
cious influences, which the Lord Jesus here desired for his Church, from God 
the Holy Ghost ; so as to incite Christ as the Spouse did, when she felt the 
divine ayrakenings, and said. Let my Beloved come into his 'g4irdeH and eat ki$ 
pleasant fruits 7 If the Lord the Spirit hath beeu present with us, as we are 
taught both to hope and ll^elieve ; the testimonies of bis ancition will be more or 
kss enjoyed, in every regeueraked heart. Added to the^ . habitual state, m 
which every child of God once called by sovereign grace is, in the knowledi^e 
of the Lord ; there will be the actual enjoyment of it, in the goings forth of ^ the 
soul by these renewjngs in sweet communion with him. And when I call to 
mind that, all, and every one of the manifestations of divine Iotc, are free and 
unmerited, as the dew ofheavent which tarrieth not. fur, many neither waiteth for 
^h(S sons of men; I am on the daily look out for Uim, aiid his graciooa love 
visits to his Chnrchi who cometh down like rain upon the mown grass; as showtrt 
that wflter the earth /" 

POETRY. 
; LINES WRIITEN BY A YOUNG LADY, 

He giveth power to the faint ; and to theAi that have no might, he increaseth 
'Strength, Isaiah xl. 29. 

Lord ! I ara but a feeble worm. 
But Thon hast power divine ; 
Then let thine own Almighty arm 

Sustain this soul'of mine. . - / 

Pity m^ weakness, gracious God, 
And this kind. word fulfil ; 

give me strength to bear thy rod, . ' . 
To suffer all thy will. 

1 ask for power to hope and fear^ 
For power to seek thy face, . 
Power to suppress eacl? sinful care, 
To trust Thy promised grace. ^ 

Increase my strength, thon God of mighty 
In weakness make me strong. 
And in this dark and gloomy night 
Afford my soul a song. ^ 

Why should my thoughts in sadness rest? 
Why murmur and repine ? 
Bring resignation to my breast, 
With peace and joy ^iviue. 

Helpless I cast my cares on Thee, 
Thou wilt rei^ard my cries ; 
I sliall ere long thy glory see, 
And wipe my weeping eyes. 

Till then, my faith shall keep her hold. 
On Jesii's Righteousness : 
This grace can make the fearful bold. 
Yea joyful in distress. 
Gravesend. S. 
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Spiritual Jllagasdne; 

OR, 

SiilNlTft TREASniLT. 

pi I " '! ,1 , I In , 1' !■ ,' l l iU I ' Mil U' | i| l l| I, 

There are Three tliat heax record iu heaven^ ^A^FatheRi 
*Ae Word, and the Ho;.y Ghost, John v. 7. 

Contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the 
saints^ Jude 3* 

FINISHED SALVATION. 

For the SpirUml Magazine. 

^* Hr rath donb all things well/' Mark tii. 37* 

Well indeed hath the Redeemer done in all his wondrous ways, 
and we may boldly challenffe his most darinff enemies to shaw a 
singly instance in which he bath not acquittecf himself ve/Z; wbil^ 
ithe heart of every Christian will echo to the tound» and with 
honest pleasure will delight to say, " My Jem$ hath indeed dow aM 
things welL^ But let us examine into the grounds of this precious 
declamation, and see how it appears that all his proceedings are «q 
W9II orderqd. And first, we will oast a backward look on the ages 
of eternity, and endeavor to trace a little of his employment then ; 
for then it was that the gref^t, vast scheme was formed, in which hs 
bore so disitinguished a character, and performed so honorable a part- 
God, in his Trinity of Persona, existing from eternihr, delighting in his 
own incomprehensible perfections, resolved in innnite wisdom and 
ams^ing condescension, to mifold them, to the adoring sight of 
created beings, to reveal himself as the fountain of essential 
blessedness, and gain to himself a revenue of praise. He determined 
on creating mtan, an innocent being, possessed of moral rectitude, 
" sufficient to have stood, yet free to mil :^* chose from among man- 
kind, a, certain nqmber, whom he ordained unto eternal life, and 
constituted Christ, God-man, their Head and Lord, leaving the rest 
io tlieir creation-state. These chosen ones were presented to Jesus 

Vol. I.— No. 11. T t 
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as his bride and spouse ; he loved them, accepted them, took them 
under his protection, and became (iheir Husband. But their rebel- 
lion against God, and state of condemnation with the rest of man- 
kind being forbseea* it became tiecessary, that lot the'sifis ofuhose 
vho liTero appointed to eternal happiness, atonement should be made; 
and not atonement only, for though that would exempt them from 
punishment, it would not entitle them to the favor of that God 
they had offended ; a righteousness must be worked out in whiqh to 
array them in his presence. • .> 

Now believer, behoM your Lord, lie and his Fa^er made on 
your behalf, an ** everlasting Covenant, ordered in all things and 
sure;" he condescended to become the Lamb, slain (ifl purpose) 
from the foundation of the world ; he, as .your head, engaged to 9Pi^ 
tain the dreadful punishment your sins deserved; he condescended, 
pure and spotless atrhe was, to be '*ma4^ sin for ic^," while still *' he 
knew no sin** experimentally, '* that we might be made the righteous- 
j^Ss of Opd in hint/* How well he was jrelied on as to his engage- 
ments is fully proved, in that thousands of his saipts were taken to 
heaven on credit of his faithful word, long, long before his appearance 
in our flesh. 

But ** Behold, when the fulness of time was come, Ood sent forth ku 
Son, made of a woman, made under th^ law,** No sooner had the 
predestinated momen£ arrived, than the ** Child is bom, the Son is 
given/* " Lo, I come,** saith he, ** I delight to do thy will, O my Cfod; 
yea, thy law is within my heart.** He expresses no reluctance to 
leaving his Father's bosom, for all the tremendous agonies he knew 
he must undergo ; for all the insults, the smitings, and the sc9m. 
Amai^ng grace ! astounding love ! Blush we, my fellow-christians, 
iat Our rocky adamaqtine hearts, th.at they melt not all away when 
we learn, that **the mighty Ood,** the second person in the ever 
glorioiis Trinity, stooped sp low as to unite himself to flesh and 
blood. He ** brother to our soiils becomes ;" he, the glorious medi- 
ator of his Church, laid his glory by, and ** took upon Him the form 
tfa servant;** he obeyed the law of God perfectly, in every jot, ih 
iBvery tittle; and his divinity added such Value to his obedience and 
suffering, as to make them abundantly sufficient for the pardon and 
justification of all his people. Had it not been well performed, the 
voice from heaven would never have proclaimed, " TMs is my beloved 
Son, in wham I am well pleased.** And on the Cross, he told us 
hinaself, the work was finished, God's righteous law was all fulfilled, 
and his wrath against sin was fully speqt on ot|r adored I^ord, so 
that 

<f No drop remains of a)l the cif rse, 
For wretches who desery'd the whole.^' 

** JFVr he hath by one offering perfected for ever them that are 
sanctified^** and Justice, that grand, that awful attribute of Deity, 
now draws her two-edged sword on our beh^jf : preciouf truth ! an4 
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**God is jusi^ and yet the jusHfier of him that beUeves in :Jenif/'» 
How truly in the great business of our accomplished redemption may 
we say '' He hath done all things tvelL'* 

If we behold the life he liyes now in the heaven of heavens^ 
r.ememberirig that '^ if any man sin, we have an advocate with jtk^ 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous,"^' (oh I the precious doctrine conr 
tained in that text!) how weU are ail his acts performed; sending 
his Spirit to take possession of our hearts, to sanctify all our powers tp 
himself, to give birth to, her heavenly graces, producing that ** precious 
faith/' as Peter terms it, that faith that is of \' the operation ^ Godi* 
that faith that flies to the midst of the throne^ which is (if I may so 
speak) tihe tie of .our union to him ; .replenishing our empty vessels 
again and again with life from his own overflowing fountain.;. jsealing 
pardon on our hearts for sin, and giving us fr^h evidences of his love» 
giving us all those blessings, (and thousands more) as blessed con- 
sequents of his life and death : here too, is extensive^ abundant 
reason to exclaim', '' He hath done all things weUJ^ 

And though believer, in dark and gloomy days, when providences 
try theey when Satan tempts thee, or when Jesus hides his face^^hcrii 
canst not so readily make the declaration^ yet,. strive to say it and 
believ^ it ; the struggle will benefit thee, and be assured the tinie will 
soon arrive when thou shalt gladly say it ; for though the darkest 
providences should overtake thee, though thy way should seem 
hedged up with thorns, and thou shouldest be at thy wit's end, yet 
recollect it is only dark to thee; .thy tender Father sees every turning 
and winding of the crooked path, has drawn and appointed every jine^ 

'* And every dark and bending line 
Meets in the centre of his love." 

He will not fail, while thou art in it to gipe thee strength suited to 
thy day, and when thou art come to the end, thou shalt acknowledge 
jt was wisely ordered, and perhaps see the end for which it was 
appointed; however, if thou dost^notrAee that now, thou shalt here- 
after, and shalt see Uiat the Lord ** ied thee by a right way to the 
city of habitation" 

Should Satan tempt and try thee with horrible suggestions, blasphe- 
mies against thy God, doubts of thy interest in his love, and fears 
lest after all thou art a castaway, resist the devil, .fly to the footstoql 
>of mercy, pray without ceasing, and be not yet discouraged, for 
" there hath no temptation taken thee. but such as. is comlmm. to.oum,-' 
and though thou mayest *'J)e sifted as wheat,'' yet recoll^t thy great 
.Redeemer and interceding Lord "prays for thee that thy faith fail not T 
he does well in permitting thee to.be thus tried, it is necessary to hum- 
ble thy pride, and induce thee to greater watchfulness and prayer. 

Lastly,*does Jesus hide his face, and art thou troubled? hast thou 

waited long for the fulfillment of the promise, and is il^ yet delay^ ? 

art:thou completely benighted, and have all ^ine evidences fled? 

^ does, heaven .seem shut to thy petitions, do the -discoveries of thy 
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depravity daily iacreaie, and art thou compelkd to detest and abbor 
tify self mora and more 7 How painfui ! yet sorely this carries its own 
evidence with it that it is well done; for thy Lord will not besitow 
ha fulness lill thou art emptied of thyself; he ivill not give his pre- 
mnce where it is valued not : he tries us^ ** that the trial of cwrfidihy 
being mudk more precious tmn cf goH that peHeheth^ though it be 
tried with fire^ might be found uute praise and honor and gl^ at 
the appearing of Jesus Christ,'^ He tears thine idols from thfae 
heart, wat thou mayest love him more entirely, and find thini& happi* 
ness in doing so, and it is thas he takes from thee tiiy divided hsnirt, 
that 4hott«nay est not be found faulty before him. ** tight is sown for 
ikefighteoust and gladness for the upright in heart/* and darkniess 
makoB the light more welcome when it comes :—- 

^Tarry his Mstae^ then, 
Altho' he seem to stay ; 
A moment^s intercourse with hini| 
Thy grief will oterpay.'* 

Be has promised to **see you agam/^ distrust him not, bnt SecK 
anxiously to be *^ strong in faith, giothg ghrg to GodJ* 

Thus, in this feeble retrospection of the God-l&e way^ <^ trar 
adored Immanvei, we have seen abundant reason to exclaim with &e 
AiscipleSf ** He hath done all things toelly^ and oh ! how joyfnlly my 
brethren and sieters in Jesus, how exultingly, shall ive say^ it when 
arrives the resurrection mom ; when our (now) '* vile bodies shaU be 
faskiened Hhe unto his glorious bodgf when the wondrous plan of 
salvation by grace shall be fully accomplished^ i|nd we shsJl enter 
into the joy of our Lord* Then we shall see, and through eternity 
shall find our bliss in seeing, that Jehovah t'ather. Son, and Spirit^ 
tiie Coifisaant God mid Father of his people^ hatli Indeed ''ifoiie aU 
things t^ir 

RACHELl 



To the Editor of the Spiritual Magazine. 

If, the following Copy of a Corr^spondeace whiefatook 
fifame between a Roinan.Catiioiic.Oentlemaa, resident in my parish 
iiQ: — ., and my«eif I. during the last year, should appear worthy of 
a pkoe in yonr 'Magazine, k is much at your service. 

I am Sir, yours, &e. 



S— OF G , TO ELAH OF H . 

I must return you my acknowledgments^ fcr the 
Scripture quotations to whiob you dir^ my attention in yonr note 
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reterred jreaterday, and the freedom with which you write diem f 
aad I sbaJi reply to them with the same unconBtrained ease. 

Yiour first quotation from John xv.. 18^ 19. you will allow may be 
fairly 0(Hi8idered by the Roman Catholics in this country ^ quite asr 
applicable to themselves, as to those in favor of whom you quot^ if :^ 
and wben the evil things and calumnies, which Christ has forewarn- 
ed lis skoald be spoken against his followers, are heaped on us Pa* 
piatft, you will permit us to look for consolation in the text, ^' Bef 
glad and rejoice." Of t|iese calumnies, one not the least odious \xi 
our Protestant Brethren at this period of BibU6mania, is that sup^ 
posed practice of the Roman Catholic Church of withholding the 
Sible from the Laity. But in proof that the Roman Catholics do 
not refase the mse of the Bible to their Laity, my own experience 
fomishes two &cts. When a boy, the Gr.eek Testament was the' 
first book that was put into my hands, to construe in that language; 
aadwben a servant of mine some years ago, chose from being a 
Protestant to become a Catholic, the book I made him a present of 
was the j^ble : and as far as I am acquainted with the doctrine and 
practiee of the Roman Catholic Church, I will answer that botb 
ilKse facts in no way militate against them. '* Why then, you wiil 
say, not unite in our Bible Societies ?" I answer, because though 
we <K>nsider the Bible as a valuable relic of divine inspiration, yet 
its sacred text tells us, that ''Scripture is not of any private inter- 
pretation,'' and '' that in it are some things hard to be understood, 
which they that are unlearned and unstable, wrest unto their own 
destruction," 2 Peter i.' 12.— lii. 16. 

We cannot therefore suppose that the Spirit of all Truth, which 
dictated the book, ever meairt that its unexplained text should be 
put into Ihe hands of the ignorant, for every ranting, field-preacher^ 
to quote ia {vlyot .of (he mad creations of his enthusiastic brain. > 
. Reman. Catholics, however belied, value, I can assure you, as 
highly as yourself, the word of God, and the sacred promisel» at^ 
tacbed to its operation. But our reason points out to us, that this 
word of Crod consists not in the letter of Scripture, but in the mean- 
ing -of it. 

You quote me from Rom, x. 17. that faith comes by the word ; 
but I read in a Protestant copy of the Bible, that ** faith cometh by 
hBtormgJ' Again, when you refer me to John xvii. 17* I certainly 
read, ** Sanctify diem through thy truth, thy word is truth:" but in 
tiie 21st verse I also read, *' That they all may be one, as thou 
Fathei: art in me, and I in thee." Whether this unity of truth is 
most promoted by the Protestant practice of the indiscriminate cir- 
culation of the Bible, and allowing every individual to be a judge 
£>r,ymadf of the sense of it; or by that of the Roman Catholic 
Chooch, which does not refuse the perusal of the written word of 
£rod loi her xshildren, provided they receive with it the unwritten 
w^^' and doctrines which St. Paul commended to faithful men, 
who should' bft fit tq teach others also^ 2 Tim., ii. 2. I leave to your 
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knowledge of the present state of Protestantism in this country to 
judge. To preach and to teach, was the commission given to the 
Apostles and their successors ; hut no where can I find they were 
directed to write: and hearing is the medium pointed out for receir^ 
ing the word. Allow me therefore to think with your Bishop Walton, 
** That the word of Qod does not consist in mere letters, but. in 
the sense of it, which no one can better interpret than the true Church 
to which Christ committed this sacred deposit." Whether. this 
Church is your English Protestant Church (which I am iacliued to 
believe you will not deny is '' divided against itself) or the Roman 
Catholic Church, which by a direct succession of its Ministers from 
the time of the Apostles, and a profession of a unity of doctrine, 
may claim an application of the repeated promise of Christ, that 
*^ The gates of Hell should not prevail against his Church^!' and that 
*^ He would abide with his Ministers for ever," Matt. xvi. 18« — 
xxviii. 20. I leave to your candid judgment to decide; and to that 
earnest wish which I believe you. to possess, of being able. at the 
last day when wc shall all meet in judgment, to account for the use 
of that light which is given us. That it may. guide you to* the true 
faith which can only 6e one, £ph. iv. 4, 5. is the warm prayer of 

Yours very truly^ 
G , Dec. 27, 1823. S . 



ELAH TO S- . 

DesHT S , 

. I sincerely rejoice that you have received .permit' 
sion from your Bishop or your Priest to put Bibles into ttie hands 
of your Servants ; for it is more than the Pope has <done for the 
profligate inhabitants of the great city where he resides ; and I be- 
lieve I communicated to you some time since, the unwelcome news, 
of a friend of mine long resident in Rome, having in vain sought for 
an Italian Bible in the Booksellers' shops there. But .if yon are 
doing this good work without permission, you are acting against a 
rule of your own Church ; and which some even call infallible: and 
in proof of this, I subjoin a translation of one of her laws passed at 
the Council of Trent, though the original Latin is now. before me. 
This memorable law runs thus : <' Since it appears from experience 
that through the rashness of man, more harm than>good arises from 
the indisc4riminate use of llie Scriptures in the vulgar tongue^ let it 
depend on the discretion of the Bishop or Inquisitor, wi^ the ad« 
vice of the Parish Priest, or Confessor, to. permit the reading of the 
Scriptures in the vulgar tongue, translated by Catholic Auihan^ to 
such persons as in their judgment are likely to derive thepce^-noi a 
loss, but an increase of faith, and piety. This permission let them 
obtain in writing, — but if any one presumes to read or to possess, the 
Scriptures without such pcz:niissi(»i> let him not, ualess<he ,sun:e|ui«r 
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'themio the Ordinary, r^ceiye the absolation of his sins : And Book^ 
sellers who may sell or otherwise dispose of Bibles written in the 
vulgar tongue, to any who have not this permission, shall forfeit the 
price of the Bibles, to be applied by the Bishop to pious uses, . and 
shall likewise submit to such other punishment as the Bishop may 
deem proportionate to the offence. The Regulars also must neither 
purchase nor- read those Bibles, without the permission of their 
Prelates." (See Labb*s Canons and Decrees of the Council of Trent, 
Paris Edition, 1667.) 

After reading the foregoing document, I hope 1 shall hear no 
more of what you term only the supposed practice of the Church of 
Eome in withholding the Bible from the Laity. Your own Church, 
you see, in this document, speaks plain enough; perhaps more so 
than you were aware of. You bring forward two passages from the 
2d Epistle of Peter, as an excuse for the Roman Catholics not join-» 
ing in our Bible Societies — I'he first passage from Chapter i. 20. is 
not I think as you take it, as militating against private judgment in 
reading the Scriptures, but rather that Scripture is given by inspira*- 
tion of God, And is not the invention of man ; for we 6nd in Jer. 
Kxiii. 16« that some false Prophets ** spake a vision out of their owq 
hearty and not out of the mouth of the Lord:" whereas St. Paul 
says, *« All Scripture is given by inspiration of God," 2 Tim. iii. 16. 
If the passage can be taken in your sense, why are we commanded 
to *• Search the Scriptures T John v. 39. And why are the Bereans 
called noble, because they did search them daily ? Acts xvii. 11. 

The other passage you quote from, 2 Peter lii. 16. I cannot take 
in your sense as relating to more unlearned in the usual acceptation 
of that word, but as referring to those, who were untaught by God 
the Holy Ghost: and this sense of it will I think clearly appear by 
referring to the Socinians, many of whono are men of much learning, 
who yet awfully pervert the word of God. So far from agreeing with 
you in the two forementioned passages, I would rather say, that we 
are bound after the example of St; Paul, 2 Cor. i. 13. ** to compare 
Spiritual things with Spiritual," to gain the true meaning of the 
word of God. . 

In my note to you, to which you refer, I certainly did quote 
Rom. X. 17. to show that faith comes by the word, and you seem to 
think that I have been in an error; but I beg to refer you to the 
passage once more; The command to the Apostles, was to '^ preach 
the word," and the Spirit of God by the preaching of this word, 
implants faith in the hearts of his people. So you see, that though 
faith is through hearing, still it is, as I said, by the word of God, 
and not by the unwritten word of which you speak. 

In my note to you, to which you refer, and of whfch I have not 
kept a copy, I believe I quoted John xv. 18. to show that the people 
of God must expect to be hated and persecuted: upon which yon 
observe, that the words may be applied to you Roman Catholics, 
Wauseyou are evil spokeaof and persecuted.-^Do, my dear Sin^ 
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read tha passage again, and you wHl' see that Christ' is speakiw of 
its people — those who were not of the world, jbnt chosen out of it, 
find for whom alone he prayed,-^Tho8e whom the Father had girem 
him, and who were not of the world even an ke wm not of tht worlds 
John xvii. 9. 11. IG. I think I know many Roman Catholics, and 
some of their Priests too, who are just as worldly, and as fond of the 
pleasures, the riches and the honors of the world, as their Protestant 
lieighbors, and therefore cannot be called Chrufs people ; for they 
(are not of the world, but chosen out of it, and do live separate from 
the meil of it, and will not conform' to its fashions or be guided by 
its corriipt maxims, Yoq may be a persecuted people as a hody^ 
tmd hitherto may have been debarred enjoying many privileges ia 
common with your Protestant fellow sul^cts, and I am sorry ibr it; 
ihottgh by the by, when you had power in your hands, you dealt 
rather roughly with the Protestantsi, for during .tlie reign of Queen 
Mary, according to Russel's History, 370 of them were faprnt as 
Heretics, and amon^ them our good Bishops Crleinaer, Ijatimfty ai^ 
Ridley : to say nothing of a massacre of 40,000 of them ia Irdaad 
afterwards. But pray do not say you are a persecuted people because 
you are not of the world, for generally speaking, L know of none 
more of it. ouch of you as belong to Christ's spiritual Charch» &e 
invidble Church, and are chosen out of the world, and who show 
^at they are so, by their indifference about it, will no doubt be 
hated and persecuted by the world, as all the rest of God's childrea 
are. 

' ' You vpeak of ike Established Church of Ei^gland as being dfmdedt 
and contrast it with your own, which you intimate must be the true 
Chwrek^ because it is not divided, and then yo|i quote John xvii. 21. 
as applicable to it. 

. I must acknowledge that the visible Church in diis country is di- 
vided, for thousands profess to belong to him, who, as the Apostle 
says, "live without God in the world." But the invisible Church 
4>f Christ, isno^ divided. They w;ho are of it may he divided abcHit 
Oiureh discipline; true believers in Scotland may think Bish((»p8 
needless, and true believers in England may think it better lo.have 
them ; but they are not divided as to their faitk and hope : They are 
all partakers of one faith, which is ^^ God's gift," and 'f of .his ope- 
ration ::' and of one hope bf which God is the aiithor^ and Christ the 
object.- 

If yeu will for a moment suffer me to speak of myself, I will say 
.that I have often held sweet communion with saints of the Scotch, 
JBaptist and Independant Churches, and at th^se seasons, ail the 
partition walls of Church discipline have ^ been so forgotten, that 
not one jarring or discordant note could be heard. But alas 1 diou- 
sands of our Clergy come into our Church for lucrie's sake, and con- 
tinue as carnal and as worldly as they were bfe£bre they entered it: 
and of course with such men, it is impossible for those who belong 
Jo the invisible Church of Christ to. have any feHaw8bip:>^ ^ndthatt 
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it is proclaimed as on the house tops, and the Roman Gatholi^rvils 
as Joud as any in the cry, " The Church of England is diridedP * 

But have there been no divisions in the visible Church of Rome? 
was there no schism in that Church from 137B to 1417, where ther^ 
were two and at one time three rival Popes, cursing and excommuni^ 
eating each other? where there no disputes between the Franiscans 
and' the Dominicans? Was there no controversy in the ITth Century 
between the Jesuits and the Jansenets on Predestination and grace? 
^See tlie history of the Pragmatic Sanction.) 

You say the Roman Catholics value as highly as myself, the word 
•of God; I suppose you mean the English Roman Catholics, for I 
have already told you that a Bible could not be found in Rome. No# 
such is my' love for it, that- it is. to be found in every Cottage in this 
wide parish of H — , where I reside, and which contains 2^300 souls. 
But putting the .case of Rome out of the question, let us hear what 
cine .of your own English Bishops says .of this book of God to shew 
his love of it: Bishop Aay in 'his work,'entitled <*The.piou^.Chnstian," 
Vol. I. page 146 to 149, says, ** The written word of God alone as 
interpreted by every man's private judgment, is not plain and easy, 
fitted for all capacities ; not universal, as containing all truth, neces- 
sary to be known in oi'der to salvation ; nott certain, so that we can 
securely depend upon it, and therefore it has not one of the qualities 
necessary to constitute the rule of faith. V ISlow ae a comment on 
this part of the Roman Catholic fiishpp's. work, let us turn to 
Psalm xix. 8, 9. " The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the 
soul ; The testimony of the Lord is sure, making Wise the simple ; 
The statutes o( the Lord are right, rejoicing the helirt; The com- 
mandment of the Lord is pure^ enlightening the eyes." Turn ag^n to 
Psalm czix. 106. 130. '' Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a 
iight unto my path; — The entrance of thy word givethligllt, it giveth 
understanding unto the simple." 

You are a little ambiguous when you say that the Church df Rome 
don't refiuo the Bible to her children, provided they receive With it, 
the vuwritien word; and that though the Apostles were directed to 
preach and teach, they were not directed to writei If your meaning 
is that the inspiration of the Scriptures rests upon no letter founda- 
tion than the traditions held by your Churchy the fallacy of this will I 
think appear, by considering the external evidences *of the Scriptures 
exclusive of historical testimony — passing by the sublimity of its 
doctrines, the purity of its precepts, and the manifest union that 
exists between every part; I would mention- its divine power in 
enlightening the understanding, sanctifying the affections', and 
relieving the disconsolate. 

I hardly know what you mean by '^ The light which is given w," 
-guiding us tathe true faith. Don't you think the Holy Spirit a better* 
guide? and you know our Lord has said, ** The Spirit will guide jrou 
into all truth,'' John xvi. 13. 

Certainly I believe the gates, (or powers), of Hell shall never pre^- 

Vol. I.— No. 11. Uu 
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▼all against the Church, and the meaning I take to be; that Chfist wtH 
always have a succession of .converts to his cause, ** a seed to serve 
him* . And now farewell. — As you are resident in my parish of 
6—^, I. thought your letter required a full answer, but here our 
little, controversy must cease ; I have too much to do in this large 
parish of H-^ — , where I. reside, to allow much time &>r letter- 
writing* . If I take up my pen again, it must I think be to address 
my Protestant parishioners at G , 4o exhort them, notwithstand- 
ing the Council of Trent, to hold fast their Bibles with a tenacious 
gra8p,,even though unaccompanied by the wiwritten word, and though 
a Roman Catholic Bishop has declared that the Bible has not one of 
the qualities necessary to constitute the rule of faith. 

With everv good wish for the temporal and spiritual prosperity iA 
yourself,, and your wife, . 

Believe me, yours truly. 

Vicarage H&use, at H — -^ £LAH. 

Jan. 7> 1824. 



A FRAGMENT, 

(m THE 0P£RATtONS OF PREVENTING, ANJ> RE^ 
STRAINING GRACE. 

Ws lose many a sweet, and soul-refreslnag enjoyment^ from the 
tsLcaney of.onr inattentive minds, to. the numberless divine things 
which ar^ continually passing, and repassing belbre us. . The spiri- 
tual Church of Christ, (for it is of such only^ I now speak,) who 
hy i^eneration, and the new life, are brought into communion, and 
fellowship, with the Father, and with bis Son Jesas Christ } are sup»- 
jspsed |o be. always on. the watch-tower, like the Prophet, for those 
lover tokens of the Lprd, by which he manifesteth himself to his pe^ 
!ple» othenvUe than he dqetk vmio thewarUL - In the first ages of 
mankind I the Patriarchs were alive unto these employments. Holy 
jnen of old) among the Euoehe, and Aln'ahaim*^ of their ds^ and gene- 
ration, thus. wa^A^tct^A God. They had communion with God, in 
his providences. They realized, and substantiated* things which 
were remote, as if present. By faith they endured tbin^ as seetn^r 
him that, is invisible: and through the lively exercise of this sovereigo 
gj^ft of God, they did then, as we do by glasses now, bring home ob- 
jecjts which were di9tant, to immediate view, and in the well-ground- 
ed confidence of trusty and hope, in God, took up present possession, 
of a reyersipnary right. They gave God, the credit of God ; and 
believed ,tbat what God had promised^ he was able to p&rfarm : and 
therefore it was imputed to them for righteonsness i 

And it is a sad impeachment of the spiritual Church of Christ, 
when the faith of those primitive saints of> God, wasso brilliant i. if 
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4[>4irs is dim and obscure, tepon whom the endt of th§ world ar^ eome* 
For they possessed not httU onr advaotagcs. They looked at the 
promise, and embraced it, at a time, when many an hundred years 
irere to ran out, before He, to whom it referred, and in whom it 
was to be completed ; was to come. Whereas we have seen his 
glorious Advent, and beheld his own arm which hrought salwOion;, 
And having returned to the right hand of the Majesty on high^ 
angels^ priTtcipaUties, and powers, being made subject unto him : h^ 
hath left behind him, all those exceeding great, and precious pro^ 
raises, which assijre us of his unceasing, and everlasting presence; 
guiding us* in all the ci/cumstances of life ; making all things minis- 
ter to our good: watering us every moment; and test any hurt' us ^ 
keeping us night end day. So that there is not, there cannot be, a 
single event in all the providences of our God, but what, had we the 
•grace to watch his footstf'ps, in them, we might discover, his divine 
leadings, from the greatest to the least, in deliverance frond tb4 
apparently most alarming dispeiisation^, to the mpstminutei ia nuiiit 
bering pif the hairs of our head. 

I ti^ke shame, while I say these things, in the recollectiofi, that 
witl^ this conviction on my mind, what a multitude of occurrences^ 
laden, as t am sure they are, with blissful contents, and sufter to pasii 
by, like the stream which glideth away, no more to return, unheeaeily 
unregarded and unimproved I I hope better things of oUiers, white 
constrained to this confession of myself. Nevertheless in thosifr 
instances, where through grace I have been led to watch the Lord in 
his ways, and works, to poyself, or others; who is unceasingl]fr 
watching his people through ail; I hare found at timesysuch blessedr 
Bess, as hath verified the seeming paradoK of the man of old; when;^ 
entof the eater came forth meat ; and out of the strong cairns frrtlk 
sweeiness. Judges xiv. 14. I shall not offend the Reader 1 assure 
myself, if I give in before him a short statement how these watchings 
of the Lord in bis divine government both in relation to ourselves; 
and others; may not unfrequentiy be rendered profitable. If th6 
Lord's blessing accompany it; improvement will follow. It will be 
but a Fragment; though volumes might be gathered, more, or less, 
from every spiritual man's life, in the discovery, of the divine op^a* 
lions, in preventing,^ and restraining grace. 

I begin with observing, how. very much maybe gathered on this 
subject, for the soul's spiritual improvement, in the solemi^ contem^ 
plation of those events which take place, in the circumstances of olAm; 
and with which, in the first blnsli of things, it naight be siipposed, 
that we had no concern $ but which sometimes interest above every 
other, and, under divine teaching, produce a fullrheaped measure of 
tile richest consolation. These are indeed observed, and enjoyed^ 
within the sacred in closure of a man's own portion, by the spiritmil 
mind ; and are among those inexpressible feelings, wfiich Solomon 
Rpeaks of; when he ^aith ; the heart. knoweth his own bitterness: and 
tt Uiunger doth not intermeddle with his joy, Prov^ xiv. 10« Under 
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IheM iflnpr^siong; it may be^ that I sliall be thought siogular; bat 
b6 it iK> ; I do not blash to say ^ that the^ is scarcely an awful trans- 
4ketiou of the death of the tiialefactors at Newgate, frequent «§ they 
are, but what I am t» k^'rtl present at« Remote as i 6ra m boAf 
from this awful scene of action, having from the public prints, receiY- 
ed the sad tidings of the day; with the first of tht morning when 
arisen, 'my contemplation takes wing» and I alight in imaginatioD, 
at the well-known spot; behold in idea the painful process; mark 
the distracted features of the condemned, as they approach the place 
pf execution; behold the assembled multitude; witness the close of 
the death; view their bodies removed; the drop removed also : and 
the ooBCOurse of spectators gone. — The mind can hardly figure 
to itself the wonderful change of scene that instantly takes, place, 
ffom- sometimes, incalculable numbers, during the trembling admi- 
Jdistration of justice; and the few that are seen in the same spot, 
wheaitid over. Is this, the place (I say to myself) where in sad 
sueeesiiion, so many who have forfeited their lives to the laws of 
their country, make their entrance into the eternal word ? Do the 
looking dn i^eriously lajf it at heart? Do any pause^ as they pass 
this Golgotha^ and ponder the eyent, which hath followed the delist 
quents, when passing from one jtidgment to another? Is it possible 
that they, who are now going by, and walking over the ground^ where 
.« s^ort hour since^ those fellow creatures were beheld, in agonies is- 
iexpressible ;' and seem as insensible as though nothing had happened? 
{ But I would hope, (nay t am confident,) that the conteoiplatios 
Ittust be beheld through a different medium, by every regenerate, and 
spiritually taught child of God: Very blessedly the Lord speaks by 
}iis (berv^nt the Prophet, on subjects of so solemn a nature, when he 
^th ; The Lord*» voice crieih vntor the city, and the wum of ^eudom, 
$haU see tkif Name: hear y^ the rod, and who hath appouUed ti, 
JVfieab vi; 9; From this statement it appears, that the Lord^o votoe, 
crieth unto the eity; And can it be supposed at a time when events 
s6 tremendously awful are transacting, that the cry is not theit made? 
Moreover the rod of God, is not only to be felt but heard I By whom ? 
jTAe man of wiidom: namely, the spiritually taught of God. The 
insensible croud, who hurried to the sight; and when over, haatened 
back again; neither hear the Lord*s voice, or the rod, or who hath 
appointed it. Not so die regenerate. Perhaps^ (I have said to my- 
self as' I ruminated the horrid spectacle) some of these unhappy 
beings, had not attained to an age like mme, in any proportion 7 
Possibly, tiiottgh suffering, the seittence of the law for the particular 
crime, of which they were convicted ; iit the aggregate of sin, my 
more lengthened life, may have exceeded theirs, in many things of 
moral turpitude. And if we are not all brought to the same level, 
byisc^iealtransgression; sure I am> there can be ho difference in ort- 
gtnal 6in ! I feel at this moment, as I have often felt them, when io 
iniaginatioii before the platform, at the execution, the idea entered my 
miad; Humbling as it becomes; yet is it highly profitable. And 
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t4) wbat eau86 then id ascribtitble, my deliverance^ both fr5m the per-^ 
petratioQ of the crirne^ and the consequent punishment ? Are not bothj 
the sole result, of discriminating mercy ? Conyinced as I most unal-t 
terably am$ that the hand which now writes, hath the same capability 
to evil, as any other of the same nature : to what, or to whom, must 
be justly referred, that upholding power by which I am preserved, 
vrhile others fall ? How striking is the language of Christ on subjects 
of this solemn nature ! Suppose ye, that iheiK were sinnerg above all 
men that dwelt at Jenualem^ becatue they suffered mck things ? f teii 
you. Nay : but except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish ! Luke xiiii 
1—4; Doth the Reietder enter into a spiritual apprehension of the 
subject? Then will he learn, from the same divine teaching, the bles^ 
sedjoess of watching, the divine operations, oi ptevenUing , and restraiik* 
iuff grace! 

But it may be profitable to take another view, of the doctrine, of 
pteventing and restraining grace, which are made blessed to our-^ 
selves. And as in the former instance we found, that somewhat^ 
and that not inconsiderable, in a way of spiritual improvement, is 
capable of being gathered^ from the sin, and suffering of others; 
|)erhaps on enquiry we shall find a wide door thrown open to our 
meditation, in tracing some of the numberless sin^preventing provi<^ 
deuces of our God, by which, our lives have been marked. We 
might indeed as soon attempt the investigation of the human frames 
In all its component parts ; and dissect the ramifications of the blood 
vessels; as suppose a discovery can be attainable, of the various 
vrays, and works, of the Lord, in hifi going before; surrounding; and 
following; his mystical iliembers, in keeping them from falling; 
But though from our short-sighted faculties of vision, and especially 
on divine things, we can know nothing, or behold objects, but as 
through a glass darkly : yet the smallest glimpse of Him, and Uie 
divine operations of his grace over his people, is enough to cheer the 
gloomiest path of our walk in life, and bring consolation in every 
hour. 

The sin-preventing providences of our God, though enveloped with 
mystery, yet in some cases, are ^s luminous as if shined on, by a 
sun beam* How many by sickness, by the seemingly thwarting 
dispensations of the Lord ; unravelling all our own plans, and de^- 
feating all our own ways, have at length discovered, that it was only 
thus % shutting up our path that, as tbe Lord saith by the Prophet, 
we should not find our lovers ; the heart is constrained to say as the 
Church then did ; / will go and return to my first husband: for then 
was it better with me than now ! Hosea ii. 7. It is storied of Basil, 
th^t though a rich partaker of grace; yet in his unrenewed nature, 
he was the subject of many corrupt affections. But when at any 
time, those incitements to lust, seemed to be rising in rebellion ; a 
violent head-ach took place, which totally disqualified him for the 
pursuit. Perhaps, somewhat similar may be traced in many of tbe 
Lord's people now. Nay, who shall say, what restraints the Lord 
puts upon his people, in numberless ways to keep them from thdr 
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Ipu/pose. That Bickne89 in ourselves ; that unkind ness we meet with 
from others ; that loss of temporal wealth ; or that persecution from 
the strife of tongues : all, are like Angels in disguise, which come 
with a frowning aspect^ and smite smartly, as one smote Peief 
in the prison ; but ultim;fttely as he did, bring life and liberty. The 
B^eader will do well, to consider this personally. Perhaps his own 
history, (and if he be a child of the regeneration, he will find his 
pwn history the sweetest book, next to the Bible read,) will furnish 
inany a p^ge, to exemplify the same things in proFidei^ise^^ of a like 
nature. 

* And it is not the least, nor most inconsiderable part of the subyeet, 
when we can, and do, trace divine interpositions for the deliv^rapee 
of his people, when every other cau^e appears to have been totally 
l^hut up for their escape. When the Patriarch Abraham, at the codi- 
jmand of God, travelled toward the sonth, and came within the city 
oi Abimeleck ; Sarah was seized |ipon for the King, antl brought 
into his Haram. Here apparently was no way to escape. . Sut God 
interposed. By inflictiqg the King, with a Remara, all power of 
gratifying his lust was at once taken away, Gen. xx. Wi^a 
Jeroboam put forth his hand to seize God's messenger, he felt it 
flinew shrank, and dcied up : so that he could not pull U ia again 
to him, 1 Kings xiii. 4. Multitudes, muItitud0Sy in the valley of de- 
cision of the same nature are every d^y goiqg on. So that it b 
only to square the pa^t history of the godiy gone before, with the 
lives of the faithful now, to discover, that the 9ame unerring watch- 
fulness of our gracious God, is as much wakeful now, as then. It 
is blessed indeed, when the spiritual child of God sees it, and ao- 
knowledgeth the mercy. A mpst illustrious example we have of 
this, in the case of the Patriarch David, It appears firom his history, 
that Nabal, a man of great wealth held a feast, while Damd and his 
little army was little short of famishing. J)amd sent a request to 
the wealthy m^n for a little supply for himself and soldiers. But 
Nahal was a churl and refused. And David in the warmth of the 
supment determined to destroy him and his house. But Alngail 
the wife of Nahal hastened with relief to David and his army to pre- 
vent it. And when David, by the expostulation of the womaa came 
to himself, aided by sovereign grace; he cried out; Blessed be the 
Lord God of Israel, which sent thee this day to meet me! And blessed 
Jbe thy advice ! And blessed he th&u, which hast kept me this day from 
ifoming to shed blood, and in avenging, myself with rniiie own iand ! 
1 Sam. XXV. 32, 33. Here we see the blessed effect of sin«preTentr 
ing providences ! Here is the child of God blessing God the Author; 
jt>les$ing, the means advised; and blessing the instrument: so that 
fone blessiii^g is upon another : and all to the divine glory 1 We may 
well adopt the words of the Psalmist at the close of a beautiful 
illustration of divine mercies, and say : Whoso is wise and will ob- 
serve these things: even they sJtall understand the loving kindness of 
the Lord, Psm. cvii. 43. 
' Plymouth. ' 
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JRefuiati&n of the sentiments of the Rev. IsAiAH Birt, " On 
the System of Theology tavyht by the Rev. Dr. Hawker;" 
with copious Observations on his misconceptions of Dr. Hawker^g 
Ministerial Character and Qualifications, and on the tendencieg 
of a faithful discharge of the Ministerial Office. 

(In a Series of Letters to a Brother in tfae Faitb.) 



No. It 

Sty Dear firottef. 

From the circumstances in which you are placed, I am nol , 
surprized that my first Letter should have furnished information 
which you were before unacquainted with, relatiye to the present 
state of ' evangelicar Churches ; but desiring you should not rely on 
my ipse dixit, I will proceed with Mr. Birt's publication, and taking . 
Mr. B. as the organ (I presume voluntarily so,) of his brethren's 
sentiments, we shall not fail in acquiring an explication of the . 
whole. For your caution, that I should be careful not to travel be* . 
yond the ground Mr. B. has marked out, am thankful ; but be as-* 
sured of thi^, — he has traced, in the compass of a small volume^ 
such a very extensive outline, that I need have your advice conti- . 
Dually ki remembrance, or even his own sketch will demand more 
lengthened notice than I am capable of furnishing. 

His second Section is headed, ** Doctor Hawker's general system of 
Theology defective.** 

As it is my purpose to prove Dr. Hawker's ministry to be in per^ 
feet harmony with that of Christ and his Apostles, wholly from the 
specimen his opponent has given ; it will also be my endeavor, so . 
far as the questionable shape in which they appear will allow, te 
prove from his own statements, that Mr. Birt's minisiry is in direct 
opposition to the standard by which he desires to be judged. i 

Taking to himself the credit of being possessed of the same holy 
concern and caution with which the Apostle penned the 15th to the 
18th Terses, 1st chapter Phil, (which he quotes,) our Author affirms, 
*' that Doctor Hawker's general scheme of Theology is very defec-^ 
tive, and that he adopts and maintains a part only of the system re^ 
vealed to us in tlie oracles of God." And to establish the charge, 
he extracts the following from one of the Doctor's publications : — 

** The sovereignty of Jehovah, in his trinity of persons, manifesting hi« 
grace to his Church in Christ before all worlds ; and conducting her through 
the whole of this time-state to glory, to be holy and without blame before him 
in love for ever ; this is the one grand bottom on which I build all my dis- 
courses, wheUier from the pulpit, or the press. The everlasting, electing, un^ 
changing love of God the Father ; the person, glory, grace, blood-sheddiug, 
righteousness, and finished salvation of our Lord Jesus Christ; and .the ec^uai 
love, gracei and favor of God the Holy Ghost, manifested to the Church betore 
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all time^ and in hU quickening operations on every individaal member of 
Christ's mystical liody liere below, leading them from graoe to glory; — ^ihese 
are the glorious doctrines I pre^h. These I make the ground-work of all 
practical godliness ; and without which nothing of true godliness can arise in 
tiie soul. Neither should I conceive that sermon or that writing op divine 
things finished, but miserably incomplete and undeserving attention, where 
these grand troths of God were thrown in the back ground of the subject, and 
Bot brought forward as the first and last of all points, to ^ i]isi8te4 Oi^* 

In this extract I find, not only a summary of the whole of Dr. 
Hawker's ministry, but the total sum of the glorious Gospel of the 
blessed God. Here, in one sentence is delivered, an epitome of all 
the Lord Jehovah hath declared in the divine volume for the instruc? 
lion of the Church. The distinct personalities in' the triune Jehovah 
are expressed ; and the mysterious undertaking of each inconceiva- 
bly glorious Person exhibited. The one eternal design of the Three 
IN Onb is set forth. . 

i The. sovereignty of grace in Hie Father, is stated, as the sole 
<»use of the election and adoption of the family of God. The eter- 
nal will is declared by the display of his illustrious purpose; and in 
such a manner as proclaims the true harmony of Jehovafa^s attri- 
butes, and demands the highest ascriptions of praise from the tenants 
of ail his vast dominionsw The soyereigaty of grace in The Sot^ift 
bis complex character, the God^man; his immaculate person, his 
precious blood-shedding, his perfect righteousness, and his complete 
salvatioB ;r-rin .whom, and by which^ Uie sons and daughters of the 
Lord God Almighty are individually accepted, and their progress to 
'^e heavenly inheritance divinely secured. The sovereignty of 
grace- in The Holy Ghost ^ as, in full equality with The Fa&er and 
with The Son, his personal agency and administration are revealed: 
by guaranteeing to quicken into spiritual life from spiritual death : by 
unfolding the blessedness of electing, adopting, pardoning, justifying 
and sanctifying grace : by discovering the person and personal glo- 
ries of .Christ, — directing to true and spiritual apprehensions of him, 
and thus, — -**■ leading from grace to glory.'' 

But Mr. Birt appears so enchained in Academical fettfir8,*-^his 
mind enslaved by prescribed rules, and his understanding contracted 
by opinions formed and determined for him, — that I dare not hope 
he will follow me, in this enlarged estimate of Dr. Hawker's 
* Theology/ Tekbl : thou art weighed in the balance and found 
poanting, may be recorded against him, for every argument be has 
advanced, and every inference he has deduced. 

He observes, *< without raising a single question on the truth or 
accuracy of the doctrine, or doctrines, contained in this 'specimen,'^ — 
** it is to me in several particulars exceedingly defective." And, first: 
be objects to the phraseology and mann^ in which the system^ is 
^iven. I am at issue with him on every point he has endeavored 
to establish, as opposed to the Doctor, therefore shall not stay to 
compare the numerous Scripture quotations, with the * specidien' 
lal^eady copied.; for it will be better to advert thereto, as the tmths 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



6r, saint's tkeasury. 83T 

in rol red in them are setrerally brought forward and cavilled ait, — which 
I «hall notice as they are presented before me. But it must not be for- 
gotten, that the phraseology * is exceedingly defective.' Having in vain 
re-read the Sedion, to discover some distinct proof of incorrectness ; 
though the assertion is repeated five or six times, in as many pages 
of rather contracted measure ; I am obliged to seek the charge by 
way of inference from the following remark. — ** In our Lord's minis- 
try there is no pomp of words, no effort, no appearance of display:" 
implying, the affirmative of each idea to be applicable to the Doctor's 
mode of expression. 

Already our Author has plunged himself into an unenviable 
dilenama ; for it will be proved against him, either that be contemns 
the scriptural statement the Doctor advances^ or that he mdkes mere 
terbal objections : — the folly of which will be seen, and the charge 
must lie with treble aggravation against himself. It cannot be sup- 
posed that *^ defective phraseology" applies to the perspicuous man- 
ner in which the * specimen' is commenced ; — and its conclusion is so 
dear an expression of the Doctor's undeviating faithfulness, ifl* point- 
ing out the importance of the truths recited, that the signification 
cannot be questionable. I am therefore compelled to beilieve the 
charge rests on the intervening sentence,-^the inimitable testimony, 
to the grace of the three co-existent Persons in the One, Living* 
ijind True God. . ' 

Hastening on, until Mr. Birt in his own words imptigiis (which he 
does) the doctrine of grace, I shall here only apply his bold inference^ 
to the several distinct and divine truths given in the 'specimen.' 
And, in his own terms, I ask him, — Is it a mere *pomp ofwordsy 
to teH of "the everlasting, electing, unchanging love of God the 
Father?" Is it nothing more than pedantic ' effort ^ to speak of " the 
person, glory, grace, blood-shedding, righteousness, and finished sal-' 
vation of our Lord Jesus Christ?" And, is it an ^appearanice of display y 
to record " the equal love, grace, and fevor of God the Holy Ghost?" 

I will concede a point or two, in favor of Mr. Birt. It is certain- 
ly true, that Dr. Hawker makes free use of terms, which are not to 
foe found in the whole canon of Scripture ; such as^ the persons in 
•lehovah, — the trinity of persons, — Christ's mystical body, &c. — 
but, surely he will not assert their impropriety, because they may not 
be found in the inspired volume ! And does he reject them, because 
Dr. Hawker adopts their use ? If Mr. Birt were indeed the stren- 
uous advocate, he would seem to be, for literally-scriptural language; 
on what ground does he justify a positive neglect of the practice, on 
his own part? And yet, he has iembraced a 'phraseology and man- 
ner,' diametrically opposed to scripture language. Mark the first 
stroke of his pen, — when, in attempting to invalidate the ministry 
and writings of Dr. Hawker, he undertook a task which has foiled a 
host of opponents. The title-page of his book, is emblazoned with 
the following ' pomp of words,' — The MORAL gaoemment of God, in 
the dispensation of the Crospel, vindicated. But here, doubtless. 

Vol. I.— No- 11. X x 
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ft would be a diifficult matter to persuado our Author that tb«reis 
(according to his own construction of the terms) either, ' effcNrt/ or 
' appearance of display/ 

After copying nearly three pages of the sacred text, to prore from 
the ministry of our Lord, and his Apostles, the defectiveness of Dr^ 
Hawker^s Theology, in \U phraseology ^ Mr. B. has this passage: — 

<< The manner in which our Lord and his Apostles express them^ 
nelyes in these statements, compared with that in which the Doctor 
^ves the specimen of all his preaching and writings, so far from being 
confirmatory of his high claims to perfect harmony, obliges us 
strongly to suspect that there is, somewJtere or other ^ a very consider- 
able, discordancy between the ministry of Dr. Hawker and the 
ministry of Christ and his Apostles." 

. So that. after the parade with which the section is introduced, and 
the voluminous quotations^ of Scripture for the detection of some 
grievous error, in the Theology of Dr. Hawker, the result is,-ra 
ftrong suspicion, that a very considerable discordancy r exists somewhere 
or, other, 1 pass on, to notice other reasons which * oblige^ Mr. B. 
and his brethren, * strongly to suspect.* 

An instance is given by contrasting the triumphant exclamatioii of 
the Apostle, O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and know- 
ledge ^ God ( 8fc. — wkh the following— r*. For my own part,' says 
Dr. 'El. 'I am free to confess, (and I care not who knows it, though 
jit expose me to the contempt of both professor and profane,) tliat 
these things are as familiar to me by faith, as the objects of sight to 
sense, with which I am daily occupied.' By determining to juatify 
these extracts, from such other portions only, as Mr. B. has been 
pleased to torture into his own service, I lose advantages which- be 
has with the utmost precaution neglected, — namely, discovering their 
tendency from the connection in which they stand. The purpose to 
vhich he perverts the statement here^ is, that the Doctor assume? 
ihe possession, of more extended views and deeper knowledge* of 
spiritual matters, than the Apostle Paul I The spiiltual mind, that is 
ponyersant either with his ministry or writings, will form a correct est 
timate of the assertion ; and if indulged with habitual communion 
with\ Christ, may rather be disposed to blame the Doctor pn one 
ppjnt in the extract, (wherein Mr. Birt proves grievously deficient,) 
Trrtbat he did not say : — ** These things are infinitely more familiar 
to me by faith, than are the objects of sight to sense, with which I 
fim daily occupied." , 

' . When St. Paul again bursts forth, How unsearchable are his judg-: 
mentSt and his ways past finding out I Did Mr. Birt, placing this 
'* specimen^ in contrast, conceive the absurdity, ^ha(; the man of God 
presumed to have searched that which is ' unsearchable V or, to have 
found out that which is past all finite discovery ? And when the 
j^stphished saint continued, For who hath known the mind of the Lord, 
gr who hath been his 'Counsellor?, .did Mr. Birt believe, our venerablf 
Brother professed to know more than is revealed? But this is so 
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impoirtaot an objection, coming as it does from an organ 'of the 
• evangelicaT body, that I must pursue the enquiry still further. . . . 
, It is the < frame of mind' of the Apostle, • placed in conirast with 
that evinced by Dr. Hawker/ is the cause, of excef>tion being taken* 
at tlie above passage from one of his Tracts ; but, for the reason- 
before assigned, I refer not to the original, nor enquire what things 
they were «o familiar^ by faith' to his spiritual understandin|f. "A. 
subject of the utmost moment involuotaTily presents itself, while re-: 
fiectiog on Mr. Birt's comment; which is, the • inveterate hostility 
universally exercised against the servants of God, when in the enjoy-- 
ment of their high privileges they are enabled to assert with confi- 
dence, the knowledge they possess of their spiritual attainments. 
Our Lord's reply to the persecuting Jews is an awful lesion on record, 
for the despisfirs of his saints in the present day. Why do ye not 
understand my speedi ? — even because ye cannot hear my word, .And 
because I tell you the truths ye believe me not. Soon after which, the 
Jews rejoined, jS^a^f we not well that ^ thou art a Samaritan, and hast 
a Devil? And though in this instance, Mr. Birt has not adopted -a 
similar mode of expression against Dr. Hawker; yet, has he not 
aimed a premeditated reproach, which is more than equivalent to the 
use of those terms? He has unblushingly perverted the sense of the 
Doctor^s assertion, and thereby taken occastoo to alledge agaitiat 
him, a charge founded in falsehood ! ■ . \ 

• A further elucidation of his calumny, is given in the daily ininis-y 
terial practice of the * brethren' with whotn he is associated ; who _ 
are perpettially endeavoring to inculcate the belief, that the follower 
of Jesus is not justified in exercising more than a hope in Christ ;-^ 
and that if hope advance to any degree of strength, it is presumption^ 
— if to confidence, it is profanity. They pretend an exclusive regard 
for the exhortations of the Gospel, but when, encouraged by such 
precepts as these. My brethren, he strong in the Lord, and -in the 
power of his might, Eph. vi. 10. and 2 Tim. ii. i. the believer advftVf* 
ces in Uie pxercise of his privileges, be is then instructed^ that he is 
regardless of humility, — and that it would be better even to fear ^ 
than to trust. The truth is, they dare not wish the knowledge of 
their hearers to extend beyond their own; and either being in entioe 
ignorance, or refusing to acknowledge, that present attainments ih 
spiritual things may be encreased, they agree in raising this insuper*- 
able bar to. the feeble believer's progress, and succeed, in amultitade 
of instances, in keeping thein from realizing the free enjoyment of 
"their privileges. "-«. 

What au . anomaly in such ministrations is . the blending « with* the 
system of instruction, a pretended regard for the Writings of the 
great, the holy Romaine. These Ministers constantly put forth 
•their uniscriptural arguments in behalf of 'the. Life of faith ;' which 
"thtiy require the whole of their bearers to enter oQ,~Tnotwithstan(liiig 
the assumed approval of that Divine's admirable treatise; but where 
•— ^whete will yoi| find them, from a scriptural knowledge and a spirt- 
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tual understaQding, expatiating with joy on ' the Walk <>f faith/ and 
on ' the Tnumpk oii9\thV 

But X must proceed* Mr. Birt remarks in a following paragraph, 
** In the specimen which the Doctor has given us of all he preaches 
or writes, tbe salvation of the Church, is the great and only end de- 
signed hy the Divine Being in the economy of grace." And, ** The 
Doctor in his fond solicitude for the privileges of the Church, 
i^ears to. have forgotten the glory due to his God.'' • % 

I need not stop to prove these assertions untenable; for the graci- 
OQS engagements of the persons in Jehovah, as expressed by Dr. 
Hawker,. undoubtedly shew the glory brought to each; but I will, 
in as few words as possible, copy from the ' specimen' the Doctor's 
design in what he has stated, and leave it to be contrasted with Mr« 
Birt's design in misinterpreting it. *' The Sovereignly of Jehovah, 
in his trinity of persons, mamfesting his grace to his Church," &c. 
&c. — '* this is the one grand bottom oa which I build allTn^ discourses, 
whether from the pulpit, or the press" Is this expressive of ' the 
great and only end' Mr^ Birt charges the Doctor with having solely, 
in view? Again: '*The everlasting, electing, unchanging love of 
God the Father," &c. &c. — ** these are the glorious doctrines IpreaiAi 
these I make the gromdrwork af all practical godliness ; and 
witliout which nothing of true godliness can arise in the souL"* 
And, is this, in any sense whatever, neglecting ' the glory due to 
God ?' or, (if Mr. Birt please) does it, in the least, prove a focgetful- 
ness of the glory of God? It is very evident, and truly lamentable; 
that * a fond soKcitude for the privileges of the Church' does not 
exist in the bosom of Mr. Birt ; or, he could not have triflingly used 
the expression and cast it at the Doctor, who was describing the 
only source whence the glory of Jehovah is derived in the salvation 
of sinners. But I challenge our Author io prove, there is :ao ex* 
presaion in the ^ specimen' which conveys such an idea ak thatattri- 
rated by him, namely, tliat * the salvation of the Church i» the gra^ 
and olily end designed in the economy of grace;' — or, that 'tbe 
Doctor, in his fond sohcitade, forgot the glory due to his Cvod.' 
Let him answer to his own conscience whether he perceives or not^ 
in the whole extract, one iota tending to justify sudi conclusion. 
Then is it not astonishing, while all the world is deelaining ag^unst 
the Theolo^ of Dr. Hawker, that it is a system so * contracted,' it 
will not embrace the 'evangelical' fraternity,— so loose, it will not 
^ard the morals of its advocates ;-^that when its calumniated leader, 
by invincible argument, defines its vast extent, and proves it the 
only basis of moral government, another * oppooenf should join die 
encreasing host, to assert absurdities — w;hich are already too often 
repeated? 

The next charge is propounded in these terms : ** la the speci- 
meii which the Doctor himself has given us, as containing tbe first 
and the last of all points to be insisted upon in the Gospel miaistiy> 
there is an evident defect m.th^ ^^hibition of tbe^ character of God. 
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Tiie only attribiites with whieh he has clothed tiie Dirine Majeirty^ 
are those of 80?ereigDty and grace." 

Though I have repeatedly perused this passage with its conoexiow 
in the paragraph whence 'it is taken, and hare now copied aii<l 
examined it, to prove it faithfully transcribed, I can scarcely belieT» 
it was originally penned by Mr. Birt. Dr. Haiwker had sweetly^ 
dilated on the grand cause of the manifestation of divine mercy, and 
drawn with singular fidelity, in sacced lines, the personal engageM 
mentf of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost ;-^and our Autbot 
discovers ' an . evident defect,' — and that defect, in clothtng tkm 
Divine Majesty with the attributes of sovereignty and grace mtkff^ 
What a wilful perversion of terms is here ! No composition of h«mai» 
language could possibly express with greater cbarAess, that tb« 
deistgn of the venerable writer is to direct the view of the belsere* t«r 
the attribute of sovereignty, as the glorious source of the saJvatiotf 
of the Church: and this Mr. Birt styles, <an evident defect in thtf 
exhibition of the character of Qod.' 

What then? — doth Jehovah the Fadier belie his own vei«eit]f 
when he saith : Mif CowMel shall standi and I will doaUmy pkamref 
Doth Jehovah the Son (in his Mediator*office, the Shepherd of Israe),) 
deny himself, when he saith: / lay down my Ufe for the Sh^i 
Doth Jehovah the Spirit despise the honor, in the dispensement of 
bis gifts, of dividing to every man a$ He will? No,-^No. Mr. IKrt 
would wish you to believe, he scorns such thoughts; but, alast 
he fears not the implication, so that he be allowed to shew, tft any 
rate,. the character of an 'Opponent' of the Lord's servant. And 
can any conduct be more execrable, than that he should riin Uia 
dubious risk, in the face of the most convincing evidence to the con- 
trary of what he affirms ? The candid mind, however perverted froifl 
the troth, cannot fail plainly to perceive that Dr. Hawker is accused 
of a sin, abhorrent to every principle of his enlightened understands^ 
iBg,-^K)f an inconsistency, obvious to every man — excepting M«; 
Birt. 

It is well fof me, that I have confined myself to the use of lAoM 
portions' from the Doctor's writings, which his oppon<enthas choseif 
to copy ; for though they do not exceed more than two or thfee, they 
contain aH I need in behalf of their Authot, and they are all that 
Mrr Birt thought proper to notice, in his first and second Seetionti 
Had Dr. Hawker, directed attention, on the rmportant subject htt 
undertook, oniy to ' the attributes of sovereignty and grace,' he would 
have involved himself in a labyrinth, whence no human wisdom 
could have released him : — but it will be seen he has done proicisely 
tile contrary. He writes concerning, the Person, Ihe Glory, the 
Grace, the jBhod-shedding, the Righieoumeu, and ibejimshed Saha^ 
turn of our Lord Jesus Christ. ^ 

But in the sovereign grace of the Son, the ''equal with the Father 
touching-his Godhead,*' is b^eld the display and harmony of each 
and- every attribute of Jehovah. In the union of the divine and 
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bnmaii natiyre^ of the God-mao, is discovered the Person of Him, 
by whom, in behalf of the Church; mercy and truth have met together, 
righteouiness and peace have embraced each other. The Scriptares 
our Author quotes agaiqst the Doctor, clearly testify the glorious 
truth. Mr. Birt, indeed, speaks of ' the character of God' abstractedly 
considered; and thus loses sight of then* application to Him whose 
Person is, than all his works and ways, more glorious. It is Tiis 
OLORY of Christ and of his Church that, JJe (as quoted against the 
Doctor) i$ the Hock, hig work is perfect; far all his wags are jwdg- 
ment : a God of truth and teithout iniquity, just and right is he. It 
is soTereign grace, reigning through righteousness unto eternal Kfe 
by Jesus Christ out Lord, (as quoted, but not distinctly applied by 
his opponent,) the Doctor establishes the trfith of, in the use of terms 
which are objected to. It is the atoning and cleansing virtues of 
the BLOOD-SHEDDING of the Man-Mediator, sovereignly applied, 
which induce and ensure the display of ** $X\ practical godlmess :" 
and in this view, the Doctor is again justified and his Libeller con- 
denuied. In the perfect robe of Christ's righteousnbss, the 
security and perfection of the privileged wearer is the proof of aover 
reignty and grace, — and the evidence of the union of Jehovah's attrir 
bates. In a word, — in the finished salvation pf our Lord, 
the infinite holiness, righteousness, and justice of Jehovah, (which 
attributes, Mr. Birt chiefly appeals to in support of his own theory,) 
are concentrated; — these with the rest mysteriously blending and 
sweetly. harmonizing in the adorable Redeemer, prove the sovereignty 
pf the equal love of God the Father, God the Son^ and God the Holy 
Ghost 

In bringing my remarks on this second Section to a close ^ it were 
needless to extend them on the observation, that Dr. Hawker gives 
''the greatest, if pot the only prominency in his ministry, to that 
which is in some degree common to all religions,'' namely, * Sovereignty 
and Grace.' It is most evident from what has been already stated, 
that the Doctor's ambition, both in his ministry and writings; copy- 
ing his Lord's example in ministering, and Ihat bf the ApdsUes'in lus 
writings; is to be found at all times, according to the grace of God 
given unta him, — laying the foundation, on which the temple of divine 
J;ruth is erected : and in no one instance has he done so, widi more 
&ithfuiness, than in that his opponent has brought forwarjl. . This 
only Gospel-mode of instruqtiotr, being decidedly contrary. to the 
practice of those with whom the offence of the Cross hath ceased, 
%hey think it meet to dispute its correctness. But, for -Mr. Birt to 
infer from his < specimen,' (if be really mean what is written,) that 
Dr. Hawker proclaims the i^ttributes of ' Sovereignty and Grace 
only,' is so preposterous, that even his * brethren' sni^A^^ — ^and I 
^m persuaded the feeblest believer wiU-— detect the impositioq, 

I'ara, my d^ar Brother, 
Yours, for the Lord's and his Trutb^9 Mke, 

Elam. 
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ORIGINAL ESSAYS. 
VII. 



ON hope- 
To the believer whose heart is fixed, and whose spiritual affect 
tions^ are drawn forth to and resting on Jesus, the situation of that 
man is truly pitiable who in his incessant pursuit of the things of . 
time and sense, is so blinded by .the God of this world, that notwith-- 
standing he. sees not the bursting of the bubbles at which he grasps^ 
still proceeds in the same gloomy path, and appears ^hastening with 
eager steps to the land of darkness, lamentation and woe. But is 
the state pf hini who despises the grosser attractions of the world 
and a corrupt nature, and who is speeding his way in a delusive re- 
ligious prpfessiion, — less deplorable ? Ah I No. The one, but pur- 
sues the same fruitless toil, or a similar giddy round with his fellows ; 
and though deceived, not necessarily deceiving others. The other^ 
under falsQ; appearances is himself deluded, and unremittingly em* 
ployed in deluding those with whom he is associated ; and if he have 
extensive influence^ the extent of his delusion is circumscribed by 
an ]|nmense boundary. 

The acting principle of these characters is the same ; only thcr 
manner of its display differs. The former, are described by the 
Psalmist Asaph, *' They are not in trouble, neither are they plagued 
like other men: their. pride compasseth them about as a chain; 
violence coyereth th^m as a garment : there are no bands in their 
death, but their strength is firm." Of the latter it is said, by BUdad^ 
iD his reply to the afflicted Job^ '* The hypocrite's hope shall perish : 
whose hope shall be Qut off, and whose tryst shall be a spider*s web : 
he shall lean upon his house, biit it shall not stand; he shall hold it 
fast, but it sha,ll not endure." 

But we have a better principle than this, on which to treat : one 
that binds not in the shackles of slavery, nor clothes the possessor 
^ith shame ;-rthat may not be removed, being stedfast; — that will 
not be destroyed, being imperishable. Spiritual hope is one of the 
graces of the Lord the Spirit, and ranks among the first that are im«* 
planted and shed a:broi^d in the soul which he hath quickened into 
spiritual life. The Lord's family, under the guardian care of thei< 
heavenly. Father, are borne through their unregenerate state, till 
brought by quickening grace to a knowledge of nature's ruin, and 
their consequent total incapacity to approach truly intellectual sub" 
jects ; when the Holy Teacher infuses, with his quickening power, 
the various motives pf action which are hereafter put forth into ezer-* 
else, and carried on to perfection. ... 
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On discovering the suitableness of Jesus as a Saviour, and not 
till then, hope^ though feeble in effort, aspires ^fter him. The utter- 
ance of the heart in such circumstances as these is : '' O could I 
know that so divine, so precious a Saviour, is my own, I would laj 
hold of him, cleave to him, han^ on him, and never let him go !" 

'^ Other refart have t nonfe. 
Hangs my helpless soul on Thee ; 
Leave, O l^ve me not al*ne, 
StiJl support and comfort me/' 

: Thus the poor believer, unconscioualy » has his hope raided to a de« 
ytttUgdaiice on hia Lord, when at the same time he is deploring his 
distance from him. Oh! how he .pants for intercourse and com^ 
^iiaio» with Jesus ; though his every desire proves the ho|^e tlii^ is 
ijp him, and thai he is leaning on the am of his beloved. Jest simi' 
lar is the experience of the saint in bis after-correspOBdence with his 
IfOcdi m witness the desire of the Apostle: — ^<' Yea doubUess, 
and I 6ount all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge 
of Christ Jestts my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of 
^U tUiif s» and do count them but ^ng, that I may wm Christ, 

and be fmnd im him, that I may kmw Asm, and the power of 

his reiurrefitioii, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made 
^onfermaj^k unto his death/* 

• Po ypu suppoaey beUever,jtbis.eslabiisfaed saint had not hereto- 
fore known Christ?, .that he had not previously won Christ? Was 
VcroeW first seeking tobelbu&d in Cimst? Oo thou, feeble follower, 
9nd pursue the same course at the Mercy-seat :• .and ge ^otL^ who 
^t strong in Christ* and adopt the language of Sk Paul as &ine 
<^wn: and if the Almighty Teacher guide thee in the use of the 
awe#t kssoa» thou shalt ^^eatly rejoice in the Lord, and be made 
^yful ift thy God. 

: The Lord's people are denominated by the Prophet Zecbariab, 
PrfSMier« of Zto^ie, ix. 12< The body of sin and death is to then, a 
Prison ;. .whose ff alls are so corrupt^ and whose fetters so binding, 
that while they long for deliverance, they know no way of escape. 
Th^y- have also, during the whole of their confinement, a companion, 
rebellious, defiled and treacherous ; with whom by daily intimacy 
^ey become increasingly disgusted, and from whom they dUinot 
disunite themselves. He, also, who once held the governmfeiit of 
the Prison, though deprived of uncouttoUed sway, still hasi access 
ivithin the walls; and disappointed of bis hc^d of the mfaab^nt, 
pursues him with the unabating fisry of inveterate revenge. * 
. Yet they are Prisomtrs efHape. He who is the Hope of- fyrael, 
f»d the Savwur thereof, hath redeemed them firom the bahd of all 
their enemies, and delivered Ihem from bondage, though iitey are 
still immured. He hath conquered Satan, atoir^ fo^ Sin, and -made 
t^^m m^t Xo he partakers of the glories of bis kingdom. And when 
Jesus reveals himself to them in 4(he filthy. dungeoff* they* bhabit; 
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bow are tbey Astonished at his foying-kindniess ! His tr^sdeii,<iefiil3r' 
glorious Person ravishes their whole sotil; and the beaittirtgS'O^ m 
gi*ace, cheer and attract th^ir whole affections. ' The sound of biA Toice, 
speaks into action every spiritual faculty. The glan66 of his^eye, ' 
penetrates them with love. His arms, dre outstretched to eaibifdlje 
them. Bis heart, yearns in pity over them. 

But are you, O sorrowing Prisoners, cast down because your- 
Lord is withdrawn, or that you have not a full enjoyment of his pre- 
sence? Remember the words of the Prophet: it U good that dmkn 
should both hope and quietly wait for the salvation of the Lord, 
Mark^ he does not say, it shall be most agreeable to your spkiCaal 
senses ; but he does imply, that it is better for your growth in grfl|ee 
and know ledge, -^and most conducive to your Lord's glory^ 'And^' 
lio more than the joys of Heaven, can a stranger dese^fibe thf^ 
raptures of soul yon shall experience, when yoti dbt«n a rettttti df ' 
that bliss which flows from the presence of Him 'V^hom your ivouf 
lovelhi :;..:. 

Primmet cfhope! wait then the times of refres^ng (torn Ills pre-^ 
sence ; and know that hereafter, when he who hath delivered thy soiH 
firom death, thine eyes from tears, and thy feet from falliiigi shatt~ 
have performed the last lEtct o^ lore toward thee in thy presentstate, 
-^it shall be said of thee, and sung triumphantly by thee : Abf one- 
thififf^ hath failed of ail the good things which the Lord hath spohen ; 
all are come to pass, and not one thing hathfaiUd thereof «/ 

It' is the unspeakable privilege of the believef to be hastenin]|^ on 
to the full assurance of hope: and though his joy is, a satisfaetion 
with such measure of grace as the Lord is ple&sed to supply * ydt he 
would not be justified to desist from pursuing, still further attain-^ 
m^nts in the divine life. But the grace of €lod is such, that he tfi^uH 
not linger by the way : he is possest of a living prrnctpley and be 
ikutt act. The animal frame may be possest of fife and healthy 
n^Tthout motion, sooner than the renewed soul in the eicercise of its 
fkculties shall decline advancement in spiritual knowledges It i^ 
under a cheerful constraint to be still pursuing, — ^ftiinting not. With 
what lowliness of mind, — with what fervency of seal, tbe^ holy 
Apostle urges this consideration oa the Fhilippian believers! • • ' 
Brethren, I count not mysdf to have apprehended: but this one thing 
I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto 
those things which are before, I press toward the math for tne prize of 
the high calling of Ood in Christ Jesus. 

' Let it not be thought, that to hope in God, andto patiently w^it for 
hts salvation, is incompatible with the earnestness chT pursuit evinced 
by St. Paul, and every privileged believer. The opinion of those 
who charge us with the neglect of good workiiy counts for noliiing'y 
in the judgment of him whose soul is drawn out in coneeni for bin 
Lord's glory. The believer's prize is in view; and tbat^ notat th4 
end of his race only ; but it is immediately before Um : and whUe he 
quietly waits his arrival at the goal, he often* reaehes forth the hand 

Vol. I.— 11. Y r 
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of fftidi talay hold of the treasure, and is Deversojoyfalas wbea 
ejoafokd to realize somewhat of its value. , 

This good hope attains to full assurance, because it is ' thrtmgh 
^ace/ and not. as the consequence of the manner of its display. 
Sovereign grace is its author, — Sovereign grace is its revealer, — 
Sovereign grace maintains and expands its exercise,-^aud blessed 
efiects necessarily follow from the whole. 

Every man that hath this hope in him^ jmrifieth himself even as he[ 
is pure. Does he by faith know, that his person and works are 
washed in the fountain of Jesus? — accepted for his righteousness', 
sake, and purified by his blood ? Then will a, pure language be given 
him. He will talk of the Almighty Person ^ and of the mighty acts, 
of his adorable Lord/ He will speak of the glory of his Person, of 
the sovereignty of his grace, of the perfection of his work, of the 
completeaessr of his salvation, of the beauty of hiis righteousness, of 
the faithfulness of his word, of the extent of his kingdom, of the love 
of his heairt, of the bowels of his mercies ; and of the ten thousand^ 
times ten thousand excellencies,* treasures and delights, which are 
found in him and received^om him. ]Vot the telling of these ^ipgs, 
-^but the spiritual knowledge of them dictating his language, will 
prove it to be pure. In a greater or less degree, according to the 
measure of the gift bestowed, he will know for himself tha^t Christ is . 
to him, all that the word records he is,— and that he has in Christ, 
an interest in all that is declared o/* Christ. 

r With his brethren, he will hold sweet converse on these matters, 
frequently shall it be the source of grateful remembrance, when com-^ 
miining together, as it was with the disciples journeying to JEmmaus, 
who were occupied on these subjects : Did not ow heart bum with- 
in uSf tohih he talked with us by the way, and while he opened to tw. 
the Scriptures? And the. addition of literal familiarity, in their in- 
stance, made not spiritual communion with the Lord, more real, than, 
that enjoyed by his dear people who are now 'talking with him by the 
lyay.' They only, who have been favored by the light of their Lord's 
cpui^tfenance, while communicating of his gracious dealings with them, 
know what glowing love, and what burning zeftl,'has excited their 
better affectioqs, and launched them into sacred communion and 
fellowship : ai^d they have experienced the sweetest anticipations of 
the period, when they shall no more hold converse from behind ^ the 
wall;/ but having burst from their imprisonment, they shall in open 
vision behold Him whom they love, and know even as they are know.. 
. The possessor of this hope will exemplify before the ungodly^ the 
purity of conduct necessarily resulting from the influence of divine' 
grace. It is not enough that his brethren joy with him in the Lord, 
and qfixi testify that he has been with Jesus, and is waking blame- 
lessly before the Church; but there is other evidence, that cannot 
fail oi* being given,-::even to the conviction of the.unregenerate,-:^-of 
the pure inflMence and effects of this ^better hope/ It is indispen- 
sable in the character of a believer, that he be justified before men;. 
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and his conduct and conversation will be such as to testify for him, 
in shewing forth the praises of his Lord. Every man thai hath thU 
hope in him, will, by the sacred tendency of the grace he possesses, 
— " denying ungodliness lind worldly lusts, live soberly,. righteously, 
and godly, in this present world." 

For a deliverance, by faith, from the fleshly dungeon ; — for the 
manifestation of this grace of the Holy Ghost, — &r its further 
developement in full assurance, — for the bright evidence of its ope- 
ration, before the Church and the world : May the God of Hop0 fill 
his saints with all joy and peace in believing, that they may abound 
in hopCf through the power of the Holy Gho$t» 



DR. HAWKER'S ADDRESS TO THE CHAIRMAN 
AND COMMITTEE op thb AUXILIARY GOSPEL 
TRACT SOCIETY, Establishbb at HULL, 

For the Spiritual Magazin^f 

Mr. Editor, — Dear Sir, 

I am requested by the CoDQn^ittee of the Auxiliary Gospel 
Tract Society, (meeting at Ebenezer Chapel, Dagger-lane, Hull, 
unto whom I have the honor to be the Chairman) to solicit the favpr 
of a corner of your valuable publication, for the insertion of the fol- 
lowing encouraging epistle, addressed unto them from Rev. Robt. 
Hawker, D. D. Vicar of Charles, Plymouth. The blessed God 
seem wonderfully to prosper the cause of truth so gloriously dis- 
played in the Tracts already delivered, while the enemies to all 
righteousness but their own, (especially in and about Hull,) vehe* 
mently cry out against them; but Maga est Veritas et prtevalebit. 

Yours in the sweet Lord Jesus, 
Hull, Feb. 14, 1825. S. Lan>. 



Plymouth} Jan. 25, 182$. 
To the Chairman, and Committee of the Auxiliary 
Gospel Tract Society, established at Huljj; Robert Hawker 
sends his affectionate greetings in the Lord ! 

After bending the knees of thanksgivings before the God of all 
grade, for the tidings brought me, of the Lord's prospering yo\ir 
labor of love^ and work of faith, in the promotion of tnose i^^aiis 
adopted in your Society for the circulation among His people, pf 
the Tracts concerning the glorious Gospel of the blessed Qod : I 
arise to send the breathings of my warmest affections to you n^y 
brethren in our Lord Jesus Christ which are at Efull. Grace, ^lc^cy 
and peace, are with you ; and may the rich aboundings of divine 
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loviB from the Holy Three id One be with you all, ia our most iglo* 

. rioufl )>>rd. Amen. 

That the liord of all lords, sbouM have so signal]}* marked with 
His favor your infant Institution, and to such an extent; is one 

' among the incalculable mercies of our wonder-working God 1 And 

, wh^Qt I take into a more collected point of view, the I^ord's blessing, 
both over the Parent Society in liondon : and now* more thati thirty 
Auxiliaries in different part3 of the kingdom ; when I read (as ip 
your statement^ that through ygur instrumentality, a Brapch bath 
pressed the Atlantic, and takei^ root in America ; when 1 add to 
theise, what hath faljen also within my own knowledge^ that the 
Gospel Tract Society hath, nnder the divine blessing, found its way 
both to the East, and West Indies, ^to St. Helena, Van Diemen's 
liand, and other British settlements ; on the Continent, and gradually 
•Ktendrng f»r and near: when I read the statemeni of the Pateiit 
Society in ^eir Treasurer's account, that in little more than sixteen 
fiumths three hundred thousand Tracts have been issued from their 
Press ; 1 fee} (unstrained to behold the fulfillmefit of the glorious 
truth the divine influence extorted even from the mouth of an enemy 
when he said : Surely th^e is ho enchantment against Jacob ; neither 
is there any divination against Israel : according to this time it shall 
be said, of Jacob and of Israel : what hath Gk)d wrought? 

My brethren ! bear with me I beseech you, for in the contemplar* 
tion of those many love-tokens of the Lord's blessing, upon the Gos** 

gel Tract Society ; I feel, what EHhu felt, when as new wine which 
^th no vent, and ready to burst like new bottles, he was full of mat- 
ter, and the Spirit within constrained him ! For think only of. the 
slender beginnings from which the Institution sprung, the weakness 
of the Instruments, the powerful party which on every side opposed, 
and threatened at once to crush it : the contempt of the lookers on, 
ffimong the vast host of. the free-willers of the present day, who 
mocked at our humble exertions, and in language similar to what 
was said to the few Nehemiahs of old, cried out, what do these 
feeble Jews? When these, and the like views, anse to my mind; I 
can, and do, run back to the old Testament days of the Lord's ap- 
pearing for his people. I figure to myself the Prophets of the Lord 
l^i\pst^ raise4 pp. ^'O^ hif people in a time (not unlike the present) 
when the Ei^emy mightity oppressed %he tme Israel qi God : and J 
can, a^d do, join in her triumphant song for the Lord's deliverance; 
when she said, my heart is towards the governors of Israel that 
.offered themselves willingly ax^ong the people: bless ye the Lord I' 
And I would pray you to mark a^ you go, the very peculiar, and 
distinguisbitig manifestations of our glpriousi God on this occasaofi. 
We are they uppn whom the ends of |;he world are cOme. AH tbo 
signs of the times, are in exact correspondence, with the Prophecies 
concerning the latter days. l<^ot to see them, is. not to be spiritually 
taught o¥ God in the Scriptures. Aqd to see thero, is to be on ii\e 
iratch^tower ft^r their accompli^hiuent. In the ttrean seaspui vrV 
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know the safety of our cavse. We bave no doubtful issue to the 
warfare. The battle hi^th been already fought and won, by the 
Almighty Captain of our salvf^tion ; and we have no more to do, in 
a way of doing, than to enter upon ihe spoils of victory over all 
principalities and powers which would oppose our following ouir 
glorious triumphi^nt Leader : yea, we are more than conquerors 
through him that loveth us.' So. thai as a weapon in the Lord's 
hand|. tbq Gospel f ract Society must weild destruction to the foe. 
With it we go forth to tell His people. Jesus leads the way. Jesus 
directs to his scattered ones. Jesus finds them out for us, and 
brings them to us, or our love-calls to them wheresoever they have 
been, and now are, scattered in ihe cloudy and dark^day, would be 
in vain. So that as the Prophet said, and we know;' The Breaker 
is come up before them : they have broken up and baye passed 
through the gate, and are gone out by \l : and their King shall pas# 
before them, and their Lord on the head of them ! . . , 

Finally, my brethren, be strong in the L9rd, an^ in the power of 
his might. The cause you are engaged in is the Lord's, and mufitl 
succeed. The Lord's word is sure, and cannot fail. It shall oomQ 
to pass in that day that the Lord shall beat off from the channel of 
the river unto the stream of Egypt; and ye shall be gathered oi^e by 
one, O ye children of Israel. The flocks shall all puss again undet 
the hand of IJim that telleth them, saith the Lord. F9r if one* 
even one of the Lord's Jewels were wanting, when he cometh to 
make them up ;^ how would his coronation crown of redemption 
be complete ? We must say therefore as Moses did to the Pt^roah 
of his day, so to all the Pharoahs of ours : we will go with our 
young, and with our old ; with our sons and witji our daughters will 
we go; our little ones also shall go; yea, not an hoof of the true 
Israel of God shall be left behind ! 

The Lord bless you that are the ]U>rd's ; and the Society in the 
Lord's interest among you, for which you are formed in the Lord's 
name ; with fibunda,nt success. And while stretching fqrth the ham^ 
to raise up the depressed of the Lord ; invite them into the same 
fellowship and communion which you yourselves enjoy, through the 
gracious infiuences of the Holy Ghost with the Father and with his 
Son Jesus. Chirist. As an old man going but of life,* and accord- 
ing tp the common course of nature not likely to continue long be- 
low ; I send you the vivid affections which in the .midst of ag^ 
kindle in my soul in the prospect ^f the lutter-day glory. Your ia-c 
timacy at the throne, and the sweet communications you daily re-* 
ceive there, from the Hply Trinity as shewn you in Christ ; wil( 
give a savour to your own souls, and diffuse a grateful perfume tci 
others as the truest testimony that you have been and continually 
are with Jesus. And your intercourse with nian will also carry with 
it,what Paul calls, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are 
honest, ;«rbatsoever things are ji^st, whatsoever things are pMre; 
lotely 9Xkd of ^ood irepoft, {lence th^ spiritual enjoyment ot thf^t 
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divine promise, whicb in the present clay is pecuirarly stnkin^/will 
be yours : Hear the ward of the Lord, ye that trembie at hU vmi 
Your brethren that hated you, that cast you out for my Name's sak, 
said: let the Lard he gloried: but He shall appear to your joy; ad 
they shall be ashamed. 

Brethren, farewell. The Lord have you into His especial keep- 
ingr So prays yours in the Lord, 

IRop^RT Hawkkh 



To be Editor of the Spiritual Magazine. 
Sir, 
As a constant Reader of your Miscellany, and having denTed 
much comfort and consolatic:* from the many valuable pieces thereii 
contained; and as its pages are open for the reception and dis- 
cussion of the truths of Uie everlasting Gospel ; I have taken tke 
liberty to solicit the attention of some one of yoqr Contrihutors, to 
the following passage of Scripture; — ** Who shall chaiige onr viie 
body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, accord- 
ing to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things onto 
himself." Phil. iii. 21. 

The insertion of this, in your valuable publication, will oblige, 

Your's, in Covenant lore, 
T.ff, 
Peehham,Fd^. llth, 1826. 



REVIEW, 

J%e Plenary Jhspiratian of the Scripturef asserted, arndthevris^ 
' pies of their composition investigated^ with a view to the rspaaim 
of all obfections to their Divinity. In Six Lectures, ^deiwered ei 
Albion Hail, Loudon Wall. By the Rev. S. Noble. 

Mr. Noble on the above occasion read a great deal, and in this 
▼olume has written much more, to prove the plenary inspiration ol 
the declared will of God; most of which, however clear to himself 
and his brethren of *' The New Jerusalem Church," contsuning piu- 
losophical reasonings far beyond the comprehension of the unedo- 
cated Christian : and when his Lectures treat on subjects witbii 
the verge of common observation, he has in point of their spiritual 
application, darkened counsel by words without knowledge. 1*^ 
understand hi^ doctrine of Analogies will defy the ingenuity of all 
who have not laved of the waters of mysticism, and thereby rendered 
themselves impervious to.^e dictates of a weU-orgaiiia^^ jud^edt^ 
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It is the opiifion of Mr. Noble, that the ablest works* of the< 
Christian advocates, who have gone before him, are more adapted 
to sileoce infidel objections, than to satisfy even an ingenuous eii-* 
qairer ; and ^eems to imply, he has adopted an expedient which caa-- 
not fail to satisfy the latter, — as his is the only legitimate construction 
the word of God will bear. It was our design to describe the vari-. 
ous senses given of Scripture language, but we shall study our own* 
and the taste of our Readers, by declining the task. 

Erery one made acquainted with their true state by nature will 
admit, that to the unregenerate the book of God is a sealed book ; 
— its indescribable treasures being hidden from the spiritually 
blind; — its mysteries being beyond the apprehension of the spiritu- 
ally Ignorant; its life-sustaining qualities being undiscoverable by 
the spiritually dead. The vain philosophy of the man of the world, 
will stand him in no stead who is dead in trespasses and sins. The 
false glosses and falser interpretations of the artful and cunning, will 
be unavailing to him who is ignorant and out of the way. The mys- 
tksisms of a playful and bewildered imagination, are not calculated 
for the profit of those who axe fools and blind. 

Enough cannot be said in praise of the inestimable labors of the. 
emiient men who' have proved the authenticity and harmony of the 
divine writings, in their ** External sense f ' and to such as witl not 
believe* Moses and the Prophets, — and these, — we would say^ 
neither wofild they believe though one rose from the dead! Of the 
*' Internal sense," on which this Writer is. more voluminous, we' 
prefer the testimony of the Holy Inditer of his own word, who hath 
inscnl^dy'as with a sun-beam on our heart, an assurance of its^ 
veracity, — "not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but 
whioh the Holy Ghost teacheth ; comparing spiritual things with 
spu-itual." 



A Winter^s Puzzle ; or, a New Jerutalemite entangled in his own 
Maze. By S. Lane, Hull. 

It is a great pity Mr. Lane should have devoted so much time 
and attention to his jReeerpttc/ antagonist, as it is Evident he has 
done; for, with such an .enemy of God s truth, it were almost im- 
possible to multiply arguments without running into extremes, which 
give scope for an adversary to Irene w his attack with redoubled force 
and inveteracy. Enemies of divine truth of another stdmp, especially 
demand calmer and more dispassionate treatmeut, at the hand of 
those who oppose themselves to their dogmas. Had Mr. Lane 
limited his former observations, and extended them on the subject 
which we shall take thct liberty to quote, his spirited reply would 
have been much more valuable, and of lasting benefjt to the « New 
Jerusalem" which is from above. From the manner of his defence we 
apprend he lays bimself open to a r^oinder from Mr. Hmison^ 
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wheridas, liad be tVrougfaodt kept the higher gtottod whidi be builds 
on at the close of the Pamphlet, he might proudly have defied the 
whole host of the Lord's enemies to oppose^ — or opposing, to make 
even the appearance of a breach in the bulwarks of the City of God. 

' *' These professors of Swedenborg's doctrine, absolately deny Jehovah io bis 
Trinity of Persons! as also the doctrines of the Gospel; such as electing loTe, 
atonement bv blood, the inipated rigliteonsness of Christ, and the final per- 
severance of the saints. They also affirm that a great part of the saered serif 
turea are not of divine aathority or revelation ! (viz.) '* The books of Roth, 
Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiafa, Esther, Job, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song d 
Sblomon ;— the Acts of the Apostles, together vrith all the Epistles ! &c." "These 
not having*' (as they say) '* the internal sense, are not {the word or divine re- 
veUtion." Consequently, they atUr all, are but open enemies to God, and 
painted infidels. They also deny the resurrection of the dead . to be Uterallr 
intended (see 1 Cor. xv. 20, to the end,) as did also Hymeaens and PhileUis 
Iteforethem, ** Nevertheless, the foundation of Godstandeth snre, having thii 
steal, the Lord knoweth them that are his.** See 2 Tim. ii. 18, 19. They lik^ 
wise foolishly contend tfatc the last judgment is already past, and tiiatittook 
{dace in 1797. .That Christ's second coning is to depend on, or be effected fay 
BmmannelSwedenborg!^They also espouse and maintain the wretdied here^ 
of man^s free agency in divine thiurs, notwithstanding the word of God posi- 
tively declares, *< It is not of him that willeth, (which is an internal act of tiie 
niad) nor of him that runneth, (which is an external peribrmance) bet of God 
that sheweth mercy V* So that man's salvation. Justification) and eternal gtori- 
lication depends neither in whole, nor in part on creature-performance, hii 
v^holly and solely on grace alone, not of work s lest any man should bcwst Ron. 
is. 16. — ^Eph. ii. 4, 6, 8, 9. But why such enemies to truth should be permitted 
to ckist and go forth Io deceive the nations must be left with the blessed God 
In determine." pages 20, 11. 

, Here Mr. Lane ably attacks his opponent om firm groaad. Fixed 
here, he may triumpbanliy charge the whole array of hts Swedes- 
l^rgiao enemies, — calmly contemplate their, accumulating rag«r- 
and safely smile at the storm. 



POETRY. 

TO THE TRINITY. 

Now let the love of God snpreme 
Our thankful tongues employs 

Hosannah's sing to Jesu's name 
In songs of sacred joy. 

Twaa God the Fadmr fix'd his love 

On us in Christ our Head ; 
And God the Son, with pity mov'dy 
For us engag'd to bleed ; 

And God die Holy Olmst applies 
Our Jesus' precious blood. 

And to onr spirits testifies 
That we are bom of God. 
Oct. 1894% . 8. N. S.- 
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** Tliere are Three ^uxt bear record in heaven; the Father^ the 
WoRDy and the Holy Ghost." John v. 7. 

*« Contend eamestb/for the faith once delivered to the saintsJ** Jude 3. 



TO THE EDITOR OF THE SPIRITUAL MAGAZINE. 

Mr. Editor^ 
I FEEL disposed to render you from time to time what small 
service is in my power, as the Lord shall spare and enable me. I 
have in my possession the Annual Circular Letters of the Suffolk 
and Norfolk Association of Baptist Churches; these 
Churches are professedh/ sound in the faith, abhorring Antinomianism, 
and denying Baxterianism and Arminianism. 

They are generally favoured with faithful ministers, men of truth, 
and of character: and, perhaps, there is no part of the kingdom 
where vital aodliness is more, if so much, experienced amoi^ the 
churches and congregations. 

Five of those letters, without meaning to depreciate the others, 
are of intrinsic value, and on the following subjects : viz. The Plan 
of Salvation— Justification — Sanctification — the everlasting rest and 
glon^ of the Saints — the Holy Trinity and the Person of Christ 

these five letters were written by an esteemed elder and brother, 
Mr. Job Hupton, Pastor of the Claxton Church, in Norfolk. They 
are indeed most precious, and will enrich the pages of your 
Magazine. 

I am, Mr. Editor, 

Your's, in the bonds of the gospel, 

ANDREDtr. 

Brentfardy Dec. 6, 1824. 
Vol. L— No. 12. Z z 
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Letter L 

ON THE PLAN OF SALVATION- 

Dear Brethren in Christ, 

Though the life of man upon this earth is only as a dream, a sha- 
dow, a vapour, or, at most, as a tale that is told, yet we are bom for 
eternal duration. This life is but' the dawn of, our existence — the 
bud of our being. We are comjpound creatiures, 'and must be dis- 
solved; but our existence cannot know a period. Our component 
parts are matter and spirit The material is mortal, the spintual is 
immortal. Our bodies will soon be wrecked on the shoals of death, 
and sunk into the deep grave; but our souls will survive their ruin, 
and live for ever — live, if redeemed^ in immortal bloom. 

When we seriously consider, and inwardly feel, that we are ^en 
creatures, rebellious and apostate — ^that we have sinned, and come 
short of the gloiy of God, and are totally without help in our- 
selves; when we think of the number and magnitude of our 
crimes, and see that they exceed all finite calculation and con- 
ception; when we call to mind the baneful malignity of sin, and 
see that a single transgression, and that the least, is ruinous — ^is 
sufficient, if imputed to the sinner, to cut him off for ever fsom all 
communion with Jehovah, to deprive him of aU enjoyment of the 
supreme good, to subject his guilty soul to the awfiil curse and ever- 
lasting wrath of the Almighty, and to render him coinpletely and 
etemsuly miserable; when we think of them that are lost, of their 
banishment fipom God, their endless confinement in utter darkness, 
in the bottomless pit, where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not 
quenched — of the lashes of divine justice inflicted upon them> without 
intermission and without end — of their anguish, tneir groans, their 
self4ormenting rage, their blasphemy, their keen despair, their un- 
remitting progress in sin, and the ceaseless augmentation of fbeir 
torments ; and then turning our affirighted eyes nom these appalling 
scenes, take a view of the blissful state of them that are saved, as it 
is fisdthfully described by the Holy Ghost in the scriptures of truth; 
there is nothing which appears to us to be half so important as 
SALVATION ; indeed, brethren, compared with this invaluable bless- 
ing, all the universe of things are, m our esteem, as they doubtless 
are in reality, — lighter than vanity and less than nothina. 

This pre-eminent privilege, dear brethren, is the interestii^ 
subject of our present address; and had the Association of the last 
year, been as happy in the appointment of a writer as it was in the 
choice of a subject, you would have had a sumptuous banquet prepared 
and set before you in order, and with taste; instead of which, though 
the viands are good, you are put off with a scanty meal, prepared and 
served up in a manner, strongly marked with gresat weakness, and 
want of skill in your caterer. But we hope, that you will not despise 
the day of small things; and that the hiunble effort which is now 
made, with the kindest intention, to serve your best interests, will 
not be altogether unacceptable. 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



OR, saint's tkeasury. 355 

The term Salvation occurs very frequently in the book of God; 
and ii^ vaiiously applied by the sacred writers. 

The word which is rendered salvation in the Old Testament, is 
derived from one which signifies to preserve, or deliver. Salvation 
then is preservation or deliverance. Prejervaftpn— fiiom evils naturd, 
moral, or spiritual, which are only impending. To adduce the scrip- 
lures which might be adduced to prove and illustrate dus sense of 
the term, would be to deviate from our main design ; we therefore 
proceed to consider its other acceptation— -(2eZit7^ance. It is used in 
this sense to denote deliverance from all kinds of evils to which the 
souls and bodies of men are subject, either in the present or future 
state. It signifies deliverance firom temporal calamities; — sickness, 
want, femine, pesdlence, war, temptations, persecutions, &ci But 
its most inportant import is that of complete and eternal deliverance 
from sin and all its tremendous effects, succeeded by the exaltation 
of the souls and bodies of the saved, to everlasting glory and felicity. 
Whea used in this sense, it is one of the most ric^ comprehensive, 
and interesting words in all the sacred volume; or that ever the Most 
High condescended to speak to mankind. It is like a tree laden 
widi fruit the most beautiful, delicious, and wholesome, which, when 
shaken by the wind, it sheds freely and abundantly into our hands; 
or a cloud defending from above in genial showers, to cool, refresh 
and fertilize the eardi; or we may compare it to a ship returning 
from some distant shore, frat^ht with the most valuable and precious 
treasure to enrich the poor, or supply the needy ; or to the sun coming 
forth from his chamber, to bless the nations with light and heat, and 
health and joy. 

Let us, agreeable to this meaning of the word, contemplate salvation 
in its rise, in its progress, and in its consummation. Whence is it? 
What is the source of this most invaluable of all blessings? Who is 
its father, or who gave it birth? Did it spring from the wisdom of 
man, or from his power, or his will ? The aposde P^ul hath fully 
determined this point He has assured us that man's best wisdom 
is foolishness with God; that his power is weakness in the divine 
estimation; and that his will is enmity itself against God. When 
Jehovah had revealed salvalion, as in Uie clearest lights of day, the 
wisdom of man could not even see it The world by wisdom knew 
not God the Saviour. How then could it know his salvation? The 
preaching of salvation by the cross was, and still is, to the wisdom of 
this wotM foolishness. *• We" saith St Paul, " preach Christ cruci- 
fied, to the Jews a stumbling-block, and to the Greeks foolishness." 
The natural man, however wise he maybe in his own eyes, or in those 
of others, "receiveth not the things of the Spiritof God; they are 
foolishness unto him^ neither can he know them, because they are 
spiritually discerned." It is evident, brethren, that the gospel method* 
of salvation has always been offensive to the wisdom of this worid; 
has in every age, and in every nation, been regarded by the wise and 
prudent of the world as the greatest of all absiudities, as being totally 
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inoompatible with the natures, the chanctei^, and the [Nreiogatii?« of 
both Uod and man: to them it has ever been a shme of stumbling, 
and a rock of offence; and th^ have either onplo^ed their wisdma 
in the fruitless attempt to destroy it, till they have ruined themselves; 
or else they have turned away from it with disgust, and oonoealed 
their enmity against it in silmt and seoiet murmurs. So £sff is the 
most exalted human wisdom from producing salvation, or even con- 
tributing, in the least, to its productiim, that' whoi it is produced, th^ 
who are the most highly celebrated for their superior vnsdom, can 
neither receive it nor approve it, until they see their wisdom to be 
foolishness, and become fools in their own eyes. K any man will 
be wise, saith an apostle, let him become a fool that he may be wise. 
And, after all that has been proudly and piesumptuoiiisly said of 
man's ability, no man can come to the Saviour without being drawn 
by the power of God. Nor are any willing to come to him, until 
they are made willing by the same power. Salvation therefi»e is 
not of him that willSi, nor of him that runneth, nor of him that 
woiketh; it did not, in any sense, originate in man. The vnsdom, 
the power, and the will of man, have ruined and are still mining 
their thousands and tens of thousands; but they never contribnted, 
nor will contribute, to the salvation of one souL- 

Does salvation arise from the law given on mount Sinai ? The 
divine oracles have positively^answered this question. <* From his hand 
went a fiery law;" or as it is rendered by some, a fire of law. Not to 
produce salvation; nor even to reveal it to guilty man; but to detect, 
and to condemn sin — to reveal the wrath of Jehovah gainst all 
ungodliness; and to pursue the guilty with swift destruction. *^ The 
law was added because of transgression;" not to cover or diminish it; 
<< but that the offence might abound. By the law is the knovirlet^ of 
sin ;" not of salvation. <* Had there been a law given which could have 
given life, verily righteousness would have been by the lavir;" but 
ri^teousness is not by the law; therefore the law cannot give life. 
St Paul found, to the great mortification of his self-righteous pride, 
that the commandment, which, in the day of man's innocence was 
ordained unto life, was become, through his gmlt, the instrument of 
death. He therefore calls it the ministration of condemnation and 
death; and most solemnly and affectionately dissuades us from trust- 
ing in it for life. 

Sakation, dear brethren, is not, neither wholly nor in part, nor in 
any sense whatever, of any creature. It is wholly and in every s»ise 
of Jehovah. The eternal self-existent Three, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, in covenant, are the only spring of salvation. It flows entirely 
and freely from their eternal, independent, and sovereign will. Before 
the existence of men or angels, or any other creatures, when Jehovah 
dwelt alone, completely ble^ed in himself, and infinitely blissful in the 
enjoyment of his own uncreated and immutable sufficiency, he freely 
and immutably determined to create an iimumerable multitudeof human 
creatures, and to raise from among them many unto everlasting life and 
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glory y to enjoy his peculiar favoiiTy and to praise him for ever. The di- 
vine Father, hy an act of his free and sovereign love, chose in the Son 
whomsoever he would : — milli(»is of millions ! He wrote their names 
in the hook of life, of the Lamh slain from the foundation of the world; 
gave them all gpce, and blessed them with all spiritual blessings in 
Christ Jesus; and said, *^ This people have I formed for myself, they 
shall shew forth my praise." Epnes. i. 3. 4. — ^Rev. xiii. 8-— xvii. 8. — 
Isai. xliii. 21. In these acts of divine sovereignty and love the Son 
and the Spirit freely concurred. And upon a foresight of the swM fall 
of the elect, in Adam, and of their consequent pollution and depravi^, 
guilt, and misery, the Aelim, the ever adorable Three in Jehovah, 
joined with an oath, in a solemn league or covenant, not with any 
creature, but with each other, to deliver, by their own wisdom, power, 
and grace, all the objects of their sovereign choice, from all their 
sinfiuness and miseiy, and to raise them to the perfection, gloiy, and 
happiness, to which tiiey were predestinated. This was to be done 
upon a plan, and by means the most honourable and ^loifious, and 
by which the divine covenanters would most clearly display before 
angels and men, to all eternity^ the brightest glory of their sovereign^, 
and of all their transcendent perfections. Here, brethren, is the origin 
of salvation. The uncreated and infinite Aleim in covenant, are the 
living and ample spring, from which, without obstruction, it flovi^ 
incessantly, with absolute freeness and rich abundance. Here souls 
thirsting for salvation may drink their fill. 

Eternal vnsdom forined the glorious plan, and devised all the 
amazing means of salvation. Am to execute this plan, and render 
these means effectual, the sacred Three assumed distinct offices, to 
the exact and full performance of which they bound themselves by a 
solemn and irrevocable oath. This transcendently glorious covenant 
of the Holy Trinity is ordered in all things relating to our salvation, 
and sure; and their offices are infinitely grand and ^orious in all 
things worthy the divine name, and replete with mercy and love, and 
all mings relating to life and godliness for miserable and helpless 
man. 

Nothing in this grand affair, is left for the capricious will of man 
to determine; nothing for his proud vaunting reason to devise, nor 
for his boasted power to effect; nothing is suspended upon the dis- 
positions or behaviours of creatures ; all is divine, all is absolute, 
haviig no dependance but on the uncreated and immutable will of 
Jehoi^, and all is admirably designed and calculated both to stain 
all the glory, and destroy the crovm of self-righteous pride, and to 
overthrow the presumptuous pretensions of wlmt is called free-will,c 
with a total overthrow. 

The reality, the nature, the utility, the grandeur, and the effects 
of the eternal compact, and the offices of the co-equal Three are seen 
in a very strong light through the whole process of salvation. Jeho- 
vah the Father ordained Jehovah the Son to assume human nature, 
and to be God-man : ehose him to be his servant to praise up the 
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tribes of his elect from amoi^ Jews and Gentiles, and invested him 
with the office of Mediator, in all its branches, and in all its magni- 
ficence and importance. See Heb. x. 5, 6, 7. — Isaiah zliiL 1, 6, 7, 8. 
— Ptov. viii. 23. 

Th^ Father appointed the Son to be the Head of the church, her 
Prophet, Priest, and King, her Redeemer and Saviour; laid all her 
help upon him, and oidained.him to do and to suffer on her account 
all that it was necessary he should do and suffer to fulfil the divine 
law, to magnify it and make it honourable, and to satisfy divine justice 
for all her sins. Thus God was in Christ reconciling the worid of 
his chosen unto himself not imputing their trespasses unto them. 
The counsel of peace was between the Father ana the Son ; mercy 
and truth met together, righteousness and peace embraced each other, 
in our all-gracious and ever-adorable Aleim. In those ancient, 
divine councils, Jehovah the Son had all the persons of the elect, 
and their cause committed to his gracious care by Jehovah the Father ; 
who there constituted him their perpetual representative, their sub- 
stitute and surety, to stand in their place, and answer for them to 
divine law and justice ; and who verilv- fore-ordained him to be the 
Lamb slain: to be the Lord their glorious righteousness, and the 
complete and everlasting covoing for all their sins. 

Tne Father with the Holy Spirit sent the Son into this woiM, with 
full commission, to redeem and save the church firom her captivity 
under the power of sin and the broken law, satan, and the customs 
of the world, that lies in wickedness. The account which the in- 
spired writers have given of this momentous transaction, upon which 
so much glory and happiness depends, is so peculiarly interesting, 
that it must not be passed over without particular notice. Read with 
attention the following scriptures. Isa. xlviiL 16. *' Come near unto 
me, hear ye this, I have not spoken in secret from the be«nning, 
from that time that it was, there am I: and now the Lord Uod and 
his Spirit hath sent me."— Isa. Ixi. 1. << The Spirit of the Ux6 God 
is upon me, because the Lord hath anointed me to preach good 
tidings to the meek, and he hath sent me to bind up the broken- 
hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the 
prison to them that are liound." — ^John vii. 28, 29. " Then cried 
Jesus in the temple as he taught, saying, ye both know me, and 
ye know whence I am : and I am not come of myself, but he that 
sent me is true, whom ye know not But I know him, for I am 
from him, and he hath sent me." See also John iii. 17. — ^Acts iii. 26. 
— Gal. iv. 4. — 1 John iv. 9; with many other scriptures which affirm 
the same glorious and important truth. 

The divine Father, by the immediate and miraculous agency of 
the Holy Ghost, without the instrumentality of man, prepared a body 
for tlie Son to assume, and take into personal union with himself. 
Heb. X. 5. The Holv Ghost came imon the virgin mother, and she 
conceived and brought forth the holy child Jesus. Luke i. 28, 31, 
35. Jesus is Jehovdi in human flesh : the all-glorious and infinitely 
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precious Immanuel. Thus the word, who was in the beginning with 
God, and who was and is God; by whom all things were made, and 
without whom nothii^ was made which is made, was himself made 
flesh. The children of God, whom he had chosen and adopted, 
being the partakers of flesh and blood, the Father sent the Son to 
take part of the same, that he who sanctifieth and they who are 
sanctmed, might be all of one: — one flesh, one blood, one bone, one 
soul. And this most wonderful and transcendentify glorious dispen- 
sation of infinite wisdom, power, and goodness, was eternally de- 
signed, that our nature might be raised above the nature of angels:— 
imt the grandest eflects of divine wisdom, power, and love might 
appear in the constitution of the person of Christ, and shine in their 
bnghtest lustre, before angels and men throt^h all eternity ; — ^that the 
M^ator between God and man might, through his possession of the 
nature both of God and man, be completely furnished with eveiy 
quality requisite to his stupendous work, — and that we poor destitute 
creatures, might have a kinsman to shew kindness unto us, and spread 
his skirt over us in our poverty and distress: a faithful and merciful 
High Priest in all things pertaming imto God ; one whose heart can 
sympathize with us in all our temptations and sorrows; who is 
touched with all the feeling of our infirmities: and who, having 
sufiiered himself by temptation, and having completely vanquished 
the tempter, knows how to succour and deSver us whenever we are 
tempted. 

This, brethren, is the wisdom of God in a mysteiy, even the 
hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world, unto our 
glory : the grand and sublime mystery of godliness, which, while it 
dazzles and torments the eyes of the haughty, and overwhelmns and 
confounds the understanding of the wise and prudent of this world, 
is the object of angelic admiration, Smd of the faith and hope, love 
and admiration of the humble penitent, unto whom is given on the 
behalf of Christ to believe in Ins name, and to receive with the heart 
the testimony which God has given of his Son. The glory of this 
mystery strikes the eyes of his enlightened mind, and, while it fills 
him with awe, inspires him with delight and with joy unspeakable 
and full of gloiy. But to proceed with our account of the great 
salvation. 

^To be concluded in our next* J 



LETTER FROM A MINISTER. 

^For the Spiritual Magazine. J 

Deal, June 3, 1824. 
My Dear Friend, 

My infirmities quite imprison me, and my labours oppress me: but 
every murmur fipom me is black rebellion. The Lord never foils mfe 
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in my labours, nor leaves me short of any necessary help ; but I 
cannot do the things that I would, nor any thing as I would: diis, 
however, is an old and universal complaint in the church, and soul- 
health is indicated by it Paul was nothing, when the greatest 
apostle, and did nothing, when he laboured more abundantly than all 
his brediren, — and possessed all things, when he had nothing in 
hand. Faith is the tenor of the wife and the babe, whereby they in- 
herit all things, without the labour of getting, or the care of keeping: 
— and with an eye to a husband immutable m love, and unsearchable 
in riches, it aUows not the fear of losing. ** Can a woman forget 
her sucking child, that she should not have compassion on the son 
of her womb ? Yea, they may forget ; vet will I not forget thee. 
Behold, I have eraven thee upon the palms of my hands, thy walls 
are continually before me." 

Nothing is offended in this mode of blessedness, but pride ; and 
that must be mortified, — for no flesh shall glor^% no, not at any 
time, nor in any measure, nor on any ground. The spirit of the 
believer makes its boast only in the Lord, in Father, Son, and Spirit 
Therefore not in our faith as great, for we are often filled with feais; 
— nor in our love, for we are ashamed of our want of it; — ^nor in 
our wisdom, for we are ever being deceived; — ^nor in our power, 
for we cannot think a good thought; — ^nor in our obedience, for we 
** are begging pardon for every hour.'* In none of these must we 
glory: on none of them rest, no not for a moment: but on the abso- 
lute perfection of the Lord's salvation in Christ alone, and on his 
unfailing word of grace, to make us know it, at any time, or in any 
measure. 

Your's, in truth, 

T. H. 



ON UNION TO THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. 

^For the Spiritual Magazine. J 

The real, proper, and indissoluble union of the church to Christ her 
glorious head, is a subject involving matters of the highest impor- 
tance: and consequently no regenerate soul can be too familiar 
therewith. The conscious enjoyment of personal oneness with Jesus, 
constitutes the essence of a life of feith upon the Son of God. The 
display of infinite wisdom in the '^developement of this union, with 
its attendant blessings, ensures the eventual accomplishment of all 
its majestic designs, respecting the glory of Jehovah as revealed in, 
and to, and by, and through that elect body of which Christ is the 
elect liuead. Every truth, revealing the goodwill of God to his churdi, 
brLQiant as it may appear in its own peculiar beauty, doth but revolve 
round this; and from every part of its orbit, discovers its alliance to 
this as its attractive centre. Doth it afford matter of inconceivable 
delight to the grace-taught soul, to trace his spiritual mercies to 
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their fountain-head, in the covenant love of his Qod? How can he 
express himself in language more suitable than did Moses, when 1^ 
would adduce evidence of God's love to his people ? Yea / he 
ioved the people; all his sairUs are in thy hand> Glorious prppf 
indeed, of Jehovah's love to his church; m that he hath in all bis 
vast purposes accounted her one with Him, by whom are all things, 
and for whom are all things ! When our great prophet would hav^ 
this love declared, known, and confessed, he expresses his desire ttiat 
his union to his people might be fuUy imfolded, and all his tnuiscei^ 
.dent glories enjoyed. I in themy and ^um in me^ that they may be 
made perfect in one, and that the world may hnow that thou hast sent 
mCf and hast loved them, as (Juni hast lovm me. 

If we proceed to consider the effects of Jehovah's love to d^ 
church j tms glorious truth meets us at every step: as an act of love 
Jehovah hath chosen to himself a certain number of the human race; 
these he designates his portiont kis family f his fiodiy his irJuiritance; 
and to ensure their eternal happiness and holiness, and his own 
eternal glory, he hath chosen them in Christ. This eterniJ ri^la- 
tion to the Son of God, this election-union, is the source pf all 
blessedness, the foundation of security, the unfailing sping of 
abundant consolation. It as really involves the gloiy of Christ as 
Godf-man Mediator, as it doth the comfort and salvation of his elect 
body. He is the head of the body, the church, that in aU things 
he might have the pre-eminence. In this election-union we contem- 

Site this great and glorious person, (of whom Jehovah saith, ^* fie- 
ld my servant whom I uphold, mine elect in whom my soul 
delighteth,") as our representative^ ond federal head; in both which re- 
spects, he stood up in the eternal council, and received the endowment 
of all spiritual blessings on behalf of those virtually one with Him. 
Compare Prov. viii. and xxiii. with Ephes. i. iii, and iv. As the 
federal head we behold him making covenant ei^agement on thdr 
. behalf; as the whole of the human race being represented by Adam 
in the covenant of works, were considered as possessing a real 
existence in him, and consequently became amenable to law and 
justice through his transgression : so the second Adam, the Lofd 
from heaven, represented the whole elect church in the covenant of 
grace. They were the subjects of a real existence in Mmi'sipd qq9- 
sequently th^ became interested in that ^enud Uf6, whidi G(d'ijipt 
cannot lie gave to us in Christ before the world ^gaiu Being apiiic- 
tified, separated, and set apart in Christy they aire presepryed i^ |p%?^» 
which preservation arises from uniojn: and thuis, evei^ 5i^^e in 
trespasses and sins, we be dead, our lif^ is hid widi Christ in Gqd. 
Eternal life was an eternal gift; and what was bestowed in eternity, 
cannot be withdrawn in consecj^uence of the mutadond of time; for 
the gifb of God partake of his immutability. 

By virtue of this linion, the church was considered, in the eye of 
the law, in the person of her stHrety^ tehen he endured the penalties 
she had incurred ; and Uius as her kinsman Redeemer cancelled her 

Vol. L— No. 12. 3 A 
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debts, made atonement for her iniquities, and on her behalf a5oZu^ 
deaths and him who had the power of death. laliis ^orious resur- 
rection and ascension, his church were raised up togSier with him, 
and made to sit together in heavenly places in him. In Him they 
were justified, when, to conclude the incarnate acts of him whom 
angels devoutly attended in his humiliation, iiE was justified in the 
Spirit, and received up into glory. In virtue of this union, in the set 
time to favour Zion, each individual is brought to partake of the 
blessedness of vital-union ; being created anew in Christ Jesus, 
Because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into 
your hearts, crying, Ahha Father ! By this union, the well-spring 
of life eternal is caused to flow up in the soul, giving the individual 
to realize the precious truth, because I live, ye shaU live also. 

Having proceeded thus hi, in order to maintain and set forth the 
real distinction between election, or eternal-union, and vital-union-; 
as well as to prove the strict and inseparable connection subsisting 
between them, the former as the cause, the latter as the effect; the 
writer would now confine his remarks, as closely as possible, to that 
view of the subject which is more immediately connected with the 
experience of this blessing, as enjoyed by those taught of the Lord. 
As our security and safety depend upon our virtual union with Jesus; 
so our comfort, if genuine, as well as our fhiitfukiess, arises solely 
from those communications which are the resiut of life-union with 
him the true vine. 

- This union is mystical, in opposition to any thing of a carnal 
nature, different in its essential properties to all other unions what- 
ever. Is it not indeed a mysteiy never to be fetfaomed, that the 
sinful and degraded creature should be brought into such a state of 
indescribable nearness, as to be caused to grow up into him in all 
things, which is the head, even Christ? Such a vast honour and privi- 
lege was never granted to angelic powers. Behold, what manner of 
love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we shoiUd be called sons 
of God/ 

Further, we may justly call it a mystical tdiion, upon the remem- 
brance that by it we are caused to participate in blessings so divinely 
magnificent, so purely spiritual, and unmixed with the least atom of 

* that which is gross, as neither to be apprehended or received but by 
the revelation of him the divine P^uraclete, who searches all thdnas, 
yea, the deep things of God. After all that can be received of tnis 
grand theme in our present imperfect state, much must remain too 
high for our attainment ; hence, saiA Paul^ It is a areat mystery, I 
speak concerning Christ and the church. AJthoi^h this subject par- 
takes deeply of the grandeur of mystery^ yet it doth not meige mto 
that which is visionary; but on the omtraiy, is realj acti^, and 
substantial ; inasmuch, as the individiial becomes as tndy Missessed 
of aU the saving benefits of Christ, as the fraitful branim does of 
all the richness and life of the vine : I am the vine, ye are the 
hranohes. 
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Sbould any enquire^ how can these things be ? we reply, this is 
the display of Jehovah's Ahnighty power; me same principle which 
discovers itself in producing tmit union between distinct portions of 
creation, by which those several parts are bound together, and in a 
strict union of operation perform their various and distinct offices ; 
by this power the seversd minute atoms in the smallest stone are 
concreted, the same immutable law marks the orbit and mg^nfe^inff 
the distance of every planet. P&alm cxix. 90 and 91. In the spi- 
ritual creation in an infinitely more sublime sense, doth this divine 
power, impelled by immutable love, bind together and fashion all 
the members of the mystical body of Christ. May the eyes of our 
understanding be enlightened, to knowt what is the exceeding great-' 
ness of kis power to us^ward who believe; according to the working 
of his mighiy power, whidi he wrought in Christy when he raised him 
Jromihe deadj and set him at his own right handy far above all prin-. 
cipality andpower^ ^c. ^c. j^Tid hath put all things under his feet, 
and gave him to be head over all things to the churchy which is his 
bodyy thejulness of him thatJUleth aU in alU 

Abda. 
(To be continued, J 



LETTER TO A CHRISTUN FRIEND UNDER AFFLICTION. 

^For the Spiritual Magazine, J 

Dear Mrs. H. 

We have heard of your affliction, and feel it incumbent upon us, 
by many obhgations, to mourn with you ; but knowing the tender- 
ness of your own feelines, we would not tear open your wounds, 
by at all adverting to the weight of your loss, but would willingly 
suggest any consideration that might alleviate your sorrow. We 
wonder how you are supported. We know the supplies of that 
precious promise, <' I will uphold thee," are infinite ; and it is in the 
extremes of our trouble that the all-sufficiency of the grace of Chrkt 
appears. But, dear madam, what a crowd of comforting con^der- 
ations have vou to balm your grief. Think not he is lost to yoxu 
The many blessed conclusions which fiadth can make concerning 
him, may make him still five to your profit in blessed recollection. 
Think of that kindness of your heavenly Father in bestowing him 
upon you as a source of so much comfort, and for so many years. 
Oh ! what an infinite and indisputable right had he who made him, 
and who '* blessed him with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places," 
to take him to his eternal home! He was the created and dearly 
purchased property of the Lord Jesus Christ, who loved him with an 
everlasting love, who bought, him with his own blood, and took a 
sancdf^g. possession of him by his own Spirit, and joined him and 
lent him to you as an unspeakable mercy, for your sweet support 
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and comfort .in the i^rildeniess ptlgrunage of this life, but with an 
anaheiabk piiqpose of taking bun to himself a^in whensoever his 
services to you, the chu^h, and the woild, shomd be accomplished. 
He is gone — ^but to be completely blessed, filled with all the fulness 
of him whom his soifl loved, to sorrow no more for ever — ^no not 
even for his beloved Saiah. He is so completely swallowed up in 
die contemplation of tbe kindness and love, the wisdom and faidifal- 
ness of his pest beloved, that he could not entertain a single desire to 
return to esoth again, no nor a moment's wish for your company 
in heaven, till the will of bis adorable Lord be done in you on eail£. 
Neither is your comfort oq earth abridged in the loss as to the foun- 
tain whence it comes. The Sovereign Lord hath cut off one great 
stream, but himself is the God of all comfort, infinitdy sweeter than 
all the satisfaction. of coniugal love — ^himself he gives you still — Jesus 
still says, " let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afi^aid — I 
will not leave pu comfortless, I vnll come to you;" and tlmt is 
strong consolation. But doubtless he hath also reserved to you the 
best Section and kind attentions of many earthly friends. 

Finally, what encouragement may it am>rd to your drooping heart, 
that the church of Christ as far as it knew him, called him " blessed.* ' 
The poor, the orphan, and the widow entomb him in their gratitude ; 
and bis enemies must be silent at the grace of God m him. 

My wife's best affection and heartfelt pi^, and should you have 
strength and inclination for a journey here, we would es^erly afford 
ou every attention in our power for any length of time. J. and P. 
nd me express their love to you. We should like to hear fiom 
yourself, or some other friend, how you are. We heard of Mk 
H^— — ^'s illness by Mr. H— y; of his death by Mr. H— n. I 
intend being in London the 27th or 28th instant 

Your*s in all truth, affection, and pity, 

T. H. 



LETTER FROM A MINISTER TO A CHRISTIAN FRIEND. 

fFor the Spirittud Magazine. J 

Chard, October 3, 1823. 
My very Iwnd Friendy 

1 LIVE to wonder at that manner of love that saves sinners, and to 
.find my most unworthy and unprofitable self, sdU embraced on eveiy 
side .vnth loving kindness and tender mercies. Carried about so fi 
and so ofiai, fed, strengthened, and above all — ^after all that passes 
widvcmt ceasing in my most wicked heart, and breaks out in my unpnv 
fitablelife,— sweetly refi^hed, comforted, and always made to triumph 
in Christ When a man has come to the end of self-help, the life of 
faith will seei^ a monstrous thing, horrid presumption, ansurdity and 



I 
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impossibility. • k is a wresdinj^ maidi indeed, in which we often seem 
innnitdy overmatched. For n^hat are we, half devil ourselves, to 
eombok' widi principalities atid: powers, and rulers of the darkness of 
this world, — we ourselves half married to the world ? So the battle 
goes, when viewed at hand, or more remote — by sense and reason's 
bleared eyes. But £adth, the telescope of God, shews us things in 
quite a d&erent and contrary order, for it plainly points us to a set of 
everlastings and infinites, as our sworn allies and never-failii^ friends; 
in whose power, wisdom and unsearchable riches, our wondrous war- 
fare is to be carried on without peace, or truce, or intermission, till 
more than the victory be our's. 

Thus are my sins infinite* and inconceivable, unceasing, and in 
some sense, ever prevailing. It is true at this sight, merit and self- 
help, must more than die; they must be buried in shame that we ever 
thought of them. Yet faith, the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence (of God, and therefore can neither be ^dse nor mistaken,) 
concerning things not seen, shows me an infinite good to set against 
this boundless evil ; and sin, great as it is, being but the cursed and 
unlawful creature of men and devib, must needs give way to the 
Eternal Soverei^ God and Saviour Jesus Christ, for whom and by 
whom are all things.' All his works and qualities are eternal, infinite 
and all-prevailing, like hiniself, from whom they can never be sepor 
rate^ 

wW are my sins to his blood, his death, his righteoiisness? When 
thus vieWed, ail life, and xoseporaible ftom himself, and that self with 
all its boundless contribtitiohs to my salvation, wholly mine! I see 
here notMfig but coiidemiied, pittged, abolished, death and sin. And 
what are they as objedts of terror? I find all the righteousness of God 
mine — why shoukl I fear the jui^ent ? Why fear the boldest attacks 
of the v^rst and mightiest foes? Omnipotence is mine — that cannot 
suffer defeat. Why dread their stratagems? infinite vrisdom is mine 
to defeat them sdl. Why fear want, and Anting, and dying ? eternal 
life is mine, and the most High God, the possessor of heaven and 
earth is mine. Thus provided for, who can perish ? And when it 
is considered that truth and immutability, equally eternal and divine, 
are sworn, by self-directed and everlasting love, to make the best 



.. * Some persoiis may object to this word. The writer does uot pay 
mnch atteiitioa.,to little niceties of expresaioo, nor had be the least idea 
that this letter wopld appear in print.. In some points of view there is 
an indnite evil in. sin. It is infinite as to our capacity to conceive of 
ity or set its malignity forth in proper colours. As committed against 
infinite holiness and rigbteonsness, infinite grace and love, it is infinitely 
heinous ; thongb^ stricUy spealMOg, the acts of a finite being caimot be 
infinite. .This serves to set forth the efficacy of the blood of Jesns, and 
Che perfection of his righteonsness ; because he that shed the one, and 
finished the other^ 4s trnly God over all blessed for ever. 
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application of all these unsearchable riches, who can .feint? Hie 
Holy Ghost apply his holy, precious truth. Be sure of my unakeied 
love to you, and all with you in Christ, I intend seeing you on 
Wednesday night from Salisbury. 
Farewell! 
Your much obliged unworthy Brother, 

T. H. 



A Refutation of the Sentiments of the Rev. IsAlAH BiRT, ** Onthe 

System of Theohgy, taught by the Rev. Dr. Hawker," &c. 

(In a Series of Letters to a Brother in the Faith.) 



No. in. 



My Dear Brother , 

I AOAIN sit down to address you, on Mr. Birt*s vindication of the 
moral government of God; not without fear that your patience will 
be exhausted, if I do not go over his sections more speedily ; but 
bear with me a little, and attribute slowness of progr^ rather to a 
desire to do justice to the venerated Doctor, than to expose the falla- 
cies of his opponent more than they deserve. The third Sectiouy 
«< Doctor Hawker^s statement of Justification defective," will require 
very dose attention. The. ground our author takes for the establish- 
ment of this charge, is the Mowing quotation from another of Dr. 
Hawker's facts: — '. 

" The word, Antinomian, is well known to be formed from a greek 
coiupound, Anti-nomos; the nearest literal translation of which is, 
against law. And the meaning, when applied to any person in relation 
to religion, is, that he who is an Antinomian^ is looking for justification 
before God, solely ou the footing of Christ's person, blood, and righte- 
onsness, without an eye to the deeds of the lawj yea, even against 
them." 

Now while the term, Antinomian, continues in general use for 
conveying an invidious and reproachful distinction, I am not disposed 
to join the Doctor in approving its application to those to whom in 
its grosser sense it does not belong. Taken as an epithet of odium, 
I rejoice to rank among those who bear the name : out there can be 
no need of approving it, if it predicate that which is abhorrent to 
the judgment and fedings of him to whom it is applied. Among 
the Lord's chosen there are very many with beclouded understandings, 
and bewildered judgments, who keep themselves disunited from their 
brethren, because of the stigma which is attached to the name given 
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them: yet while it may be found difficult to remove their prejudice, 
it behoves those who are thus scandalized, constantly to prove, though 
denominated Antinomians, that they are so only in the sense the 
Doctor has given. The Apostle's advice on another subject may be 
usefully observed here : ttme heed, lest by any means this become a 
•stumbling-block to them that are weak/ 

' That which Mr. Birt is more anxious to dispute in the Doctor's 
statement of the believer's view of the law is, that he is without an 
•eye to its deeds; yea, even against them. What saith St Paul con- 
cerning the deeds of the law? *' Now we know that what things 
«oever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law; there- 
fore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified. But 
now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested; even 
the righteousness of God, by faith of Jesus Christ. Being justified 
freely by his grace, through the redemption that is in Chnst Jesus. 
Therefore we conclude thai a man is justified by faith, withovt the 
deeds of the law. Do we then make void the law tlurough faith? 
God forbid: yea, we establish the law!". But in this view of the 
Question, our audior. would fain appear fully to agree. Let then the 
oistinction be sought which separates his nominal and the Doctor's 
virtucd apprehension of the subject If the latter hold — and every 
believer will do the same, as sanctioned by the holy apostle — that 
diere is a sense in which he is against the law, distinct from it as a 
ground of justification ; how essential that the line of separation be 
correctly drawn ! It is in vain that contenders for either view of the 
subject, continue beating the air, by perverting the use of synonimous 
scripture terms: the question, after every vain jangUng, must come at 
last to this,:— Do we, or do we not submit to the instruction of the 
inspired servants of the Most.H^ ? 

But h must not be forgotten, tte Doctor is stated to be " exceedingly 
incorrect, not to say absurd," for representing the believer as lookmg 
1p Christ for justification, without having an eye to the deeds of the 
low; yea^ even against them. There is a sense, in which I agree 
with Mr. Birt and the ministers to whom (as he calumniously affinns) 
* the Doctor points the finger of scorn,' — that they rehr on the 
righteousness of Christ for acceptance and justification : but be it 
known, there is not an avowed Arminian in Britain, who does not 
assert the same. One prevailing cause of the general departure firom 
truth, originates, in professors of religion holding the scripture doc- 
trine of justification by faith, while mey disavow the vital principle 
of which they assume an approval. There are few (comparatively) 
of the heresiarchs of the day, who veibally deny the record of the 
vicarious Sacrifice : but is the number small, of those who vituperate 
the Lord's ambassadors, whose commission requires them to insist on 
the personal engagements of the Holy Ghost to reveal its efficacy? 

Unto the pure, all thinas are pure: and truly to depend on Christ 
for acceptance and justification, is to. exercise a pure act of fidth; 
.which act is so far removed from natural sense or feeling, that though 
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this be ^urative of an act of iaith^ it &lb infinitely short of what is 
pr^gured, — \yemQ9 indeed, leas than the shadow of that wiudi i$ 
represented. They who spiritually apprehend him who is th^ etA^ 
the law far righteousness^ take a direct».an unobstructed viewi of the 
great lawfulfiller. Though in his having magnified the law and itiade 
tt Iwnourable, they attain to exalted views 9f Christ; it is not indis- 
pensable that they eye the law» to acquire such apprehension. The 
law is not necessarily the mediuinthtoi:^h which they diacov^ Cbfist*s 
all-sufiiciency. The ample act of faith on Christ, is propelled» ii^pefr* 
pective of what he hath done or suffered ; it goes forth to and foiea o« 
Christy for Christ's sake: it rests on Christ alone^ — alone <m Cbr^ 
The Lord the Spirit takes of the things of Christ and shews ikem. to 
the souly and so wins the soul's affections to him: but the divine 
principle with out-stretched pinions wings its way hr above the 
soa[ie8 of his terrestrial achievements; nor ceases its ff^ht till it figtds 
on the celestial mount, where the mighty Cmiqueior, seated, on the 
throne of his own personal glory, prodaoneth himself to all, and is 
known by all them that believe. In this view of ibe subject* the 
behever may be said to be opposed to the law; herein the he^ of 
faith are against the law: bu^ ikaaah be to God/ who hath giiwn^ «b 
the victory through our Lord Jesus Ckri8t;*-^thBy are nether oi^posed 
thereto, nor against it, in any odier sense than 1xii& 

Mr. Birt, against the conviction of his own. conscience, bamg 
willingly followed in the train of br. Ifowker's D^ponenl^ to aig«^ 
that he is against the law in its holiness and goodness ;.ha3pKyyed 
himself neiwer such a minister as he desijEestobe oonskkqcedy nor 
the man of candour he would seem to iqipeaxw I wiQ now put him 
to the test of his own personal knowledge. As I am a prefect jstmir 
ger to the Doctor, and have no othei: acquaintance wih his mijuBlzy 
than such as I have gained by means of lus published labours; it will 
be my design now to adopt a mode of reasoning, vAxmt focceeven 
Mr. Birt himself will fear to inpi^. It is known andx^ of allmeo^ 
that no professed servant of Chrirt, of kte yeacs, has been persecuted 
both by the pen and tongue as Dr. Hawker; and it wUlbe conceded 
to me, that men of talent and erudition have done honour to ibek 
genius and their acquirements,— though tbey have theiein recorded 
their own shame ; — and that others, have dreaded themeaner snjpply 
of natural gifts they were endowed with, by reproach and ribakby; — 
when venturing to oppose themselves to. the various linparallcJed 
services he has rendered the Church. 

But shall it be hid in a coiner?*^rather let it be proclatm^ontfae 
house-tops,-— that of all the combined brodierhood^ not cme has ao 
much as moved his tongue, or guided his pen, to prove Dr. HaiHser 
is against the law in the sense. Mr. Bkt deskes to be understood!! 
And why ? is his moral turpitude so extreme^ that they fear to lay on 
holy hands ? Is his vitiosity of character so great, that in the contact 
they apprehend defilement? To come to the point^-^tlns condu^n 
may with safety be drawn, that nothinglesstlum tb& shidd of mosal 
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eicf^lleaicy, dmriog so long a conflict, could resist the thrusts of the 
tht^i^aad spears, of malevolence: -^nothing short of the ccxnplete 
mail of sterii integrity, coidd render the shifts from the full quiver 
of slander pointless. And this conelusion may be drawn as safely, 
^it is -not that the aggravated sins of those who have held the truth 
iQ unrigliteQusne88» £ould be exposed to univefsal abhorrence:-— it 
is nottibat the palpable vices of similar characters, now, should be 
h^ up. to the execration of the professing church at large; or, that 
the reputed transgressor, who insidiously by head knowledge hides 
the vile machinationft of a oofn^t heart, be brought to the light, 
and his d6eds condemned. It a not to effect these laudable and 
ever commendable purposes, that Mr, Birt charges the Doctor with 
bdng i^ain£(t the law. 
~ If Dr. Hawken^ere the man be is insinuated to be,* long 'ere 
this would he have been (and deservedly too) dragged before the 
tribimal' of public opinion; and with those characters who have 
justly received the reward of their horrible hypocrisy, would have 
sunk into his grave, or into concealment, in sorrow and dii^race* I 
repeat, that under the guardian care of his heavenly Father, nought 
biit the invincible barrio of the strictest moral rectitude, could have 
preserved him from the force of his assailants, or proved impervious 
to their maHciouB designs. Mr. Birt affords me the iblloimg proofe, 
in this third section, mat his object partakes of the same character 
^ that of others, whose writings are opposed both to common ho-> 
nesty^and it>und doctrine. 

*' Doctor Hawker is trnly systematic* The ** divine sovereignty mani- 
festiog grace to the church, appears in almost every page of his writings ; 
bat the moral gbveroment of God, W no# totally is greatly neglected." 
*^ The moral government of Ood, and the moral agency of man, are 
•carcely iu>ticed by him, except as wJ^ecte qf dieputaiUm/' ** When he 
speaks af a person who is renewed by the Holy Spirit, and who is looking 
to the blood and righteousness of Christ tor justification before the 
rigbteous and Just God, mth his heart so s^t against his holy, just, and good 
Imo^ as to have do eye to its dee^ls, any farther than as he is disaffected 
towards it ; he states that wbicb is not only incorrect and unscriptnral, 
bat also that which is extravagantly impossible." " These (aU that are 
born of God and believe in our Lord Jesus Christ) are the persons whom 
Dr. Hawker ventures to exhibit, in opposition to every thing that is reason- 
able, justf and scriptural, as * against the law !' Transubstantiation itself 
does not present either a more palpahle or recoHing absurdity, than does 
Dr. Hawkefs doctrine, than those wbp are renewed by the Holy Spirit^ 
.who are believers in our Lord and Saviour, and who are brought inti 
fellowship with the Father and liis Sou Jesus Christ, are necessarily 
* against the law' of the Lord their God.'' 

It were vain to reason with such a writer as this, on the command- 
ing and never-failing effects of true apprehensions of Christ, md a 



* See also (he Review of the Ey^ugelical, Baptist, New Baptist, a^d 
Missionary Magazines. Editor. 

Vol. L— No. 12. 3 B 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



370 THE SPIRITUAL MAGAZINE; 

sanctified judgmeat in spiritual thinss, on the heart, and in the life 
Vain— for he decimvely proves himself unaa|uainted with the 
exalted views the Doctor and others are privileged m having realized^ 
Vain^lbr he will not allow, even so far as he comcides in doctrine, 
that the Doctor is zealous of good works. His arguments go to 
aiBsert the glaring inconsistency, that in the same proportion Dr. 
Hawker is elevated in spritual knowledge above Mr. Birt, — in the 
same proportion is the Doctor sunk below his opponent, in a regard 
for the glory of God and the holy influences of divine grace. 

As a humble advocate of the Doctor, I shall esteem the attempt 
to prove him not opposed to * the moral government of God,* not 
only an act of supererogation, but an impeachment of the power of 
divme grace. Were I to dep«urt from the design stated at the com- 
mencement, of determinine to adhere to the extracts Mr. Birt has 
made, I might fill an hundred sheets firom the Doctor^s writings to 
prove the hol]^ tendency of his principles, and the gracious effects 
wrought in Ins own mind, and inculcated on those to y^m he 
ministers. But — than with the man who treats the venerable 
Hawker as a mere speculator in m]|rsterious subjects, — and discerns 
not the superiority of his attainments in the divine life, — it were better 
to reason with *' an heathen man, or a publican !" If Mrl Birt and 
his * brethren' were suffered with impunity to affirm, tluit the moral 
government of God, if not totaUy is greatly neglected; that the nioral 
agency of man is scarcely noticed, except as a subject of disputation; 
—that the believer is so set against the holy, just, and good law, 
as to have no eye to its deeds, any farther than as he is dissected to- 
wards it; — ^that he is * against the law,' in opposition to every thing that 
is reasonable^ just^ and scriptural ;^snd that Dr. Hawker's doctrine 
is as palpably and revoltingly absurd, as transubstantiation itself: — 
if the whole of these aspersions were permitted to attach to the 
* theolo^' of Dr. Hawker, — the all-inspiring influences of divine 

re might also with impunity be exploded, — ^the life of faith on 
Lord's Christ contemned,— -the pnvileges of the church a non- 
entity, — ^yea, the charter-roll of the covenant a fable. 

Further to argue, — against the reproachful and unjustifiable con- 
clusions of Mr. Birt, — on the necessity of a godly life, in those 
who walk not after Uue fleshy but after the Spirit, would rather tend 
to becloud the matchless, the irresistible results, of the sanctifying 
grace of the Lord the Spirit. I should consider myself liable to the 
charge of impugning the invincible operations of God the Holy 
Ghost, were I to pen a thought more on the subject, in this place. 

While the befiever beholds in the law, with its terrific curses 
annexed^ a rule of condemnation to them who Sffe under it; he sees 
in the ^orious law-fulfiUer so complete an accomplishment of all 
its acquirements, — every jot or tittle fulfilled to perfection, in his 
behalf; he delights in the law of God afler the inward man ; and 
were he able aa willing, it would be his glory to follow in the steps 
of his Lord, nor in tlK)ught, nor in word, nor in deed, deviate from 
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its holy precepts. May it be our daily prayer, my dear brother, to 
him who hath wrought all our works^br us, that he will continue to 
work all our works in usy for his rich mercy's sake. Amen. 
I am, my dear Brother, 
Your*s, for the .Lord's and his truth's sake, 

ElAM. 



THOUGHTS ON PERSONAL AND EXPERIMENTAL 
RELIGION. 

^Tb the Editor of the Spiritual Magazine* J 

My Dear Str, 

God's elect people are called his Jacobs, his special treasure, 
MaL iii. 17. his hidden ones. Ps. Ixxxiii. 3. his dove, his undefiled, 
his sister, his spouse, Solom. Song; against whom all the powers 
of darkness, in conjunction with the world, have for nearly six 
thousand y^ars levelled their mighty artillery; but have not, cannot, 
make the least breach, gap, or entrance in !uon's impregnable rock, 
walls or bulwarks. And why so ? because Jehovah in his covenant 
love, in his most blessed trinity of persons, and in his power, faithful- 
ness, and eternal goodness, is and ever will be a wall of defence unto 
her ; so that nothing shall hurt or destroy in all God's holy mountain, 
the elect church. Saith the Lord Jehovah, " I wiU be unto her a 
wall of fire round about, and the glory in the midst of her." Zech. 
ii. 5. The sweet song of these hidden poor and needy ones, not- 
withstanding their weakness, timidity and sinful unbelief, together 
with ten thousand snares, and a body of sin and death, which daily 
beset and plague them, is, — ** we have a strong city; salvation will 
God appoint fer walk and bulwarks;" therefore, " open ye the gates 
that the righteous nation which keepeth the truth may enter in: for 
the name of the city from that day shall be, Jehovah Shammah, 
the Lord is there." Ezek. xlviii. 35. And all her inhabitants shall 
^joy everlasting, uninterrupted health, wealth, rest and peace; and 
in her exaltation of (meness with Zion's holy King shall be pre-* 
seated as stones of his most glorious crown, and lifted up as an 
ensign upon his land. Zech. ix. 16. ** Their life is hid with Christ in 
God; and when Christ who is their life shall appear (the second time 
without sin unto salvation) then shall they also appear with him in 
gloiy." CoLiii. 3, 4. 

If the following fragments should be thought worthy a place in 
your valuable Magazine, as tending in the least to exalt or display the 
infinite riches of God's free grace to poor sinners, I submit them to 
your judgment in much humility and christian affection. 

Ai^ remain to serve, for the dear Redeemer's sake, the poor and 
n«edy M. W. 
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TH£ real christian DWELLINO ALaNE IN iWB BEOT OF 

COMPANY. 

L In the scriptural sense, to (ivvell alone, our clear Loid tellB 
us, John XV. 16, 21. is not to be of this world. 2. It is not 
to be of the fsdse church, see Johh xvi. 1, 4, and Acts i. 13, 
14. 3. It is when under a feeling sense of our vileness, sin and 
depravity, Gk)d's mercy, goodness, and fiaivour meet iis and are ex- 
perienced in the heart; and we dwell as David did, Psal. cii. 17. 
in the exercise of watching imto prayer. 4. Wheb' indiil^ed-^^ the 
sweet manifestation!^ of our peraoual ioiterest in the Almighty's love, 
compassion and eternal goodness. Dan. x. 7, 12. 5. The believer 
is in a sweet sense abne, yet at timeis ih the most delightful company, 
when agonising and earnestly pouring out his soul in prayer to God. 
** Jacob was left alone, and there wrestled a man (Christ) with 'him, 
until the break of day." Dear reader! do you experimentally know 
this? Oh 1 it is very blessed indeed thus to nave strength gitea to ys 
to prevail as the honoured patriarch, and to get tin ^issuim answer, as 
holy Daniel did: jjfo thcu thy way till the end he; f&r thou shah rest, 
ana sta/nd m thy lot at the end of the days. This brings ftie i» notice 
and mark down the blessed portion 6f Qod*6 word, Lo the peopk 
shall dwell alone; they shall not be reckoned afnong the niaiions, 
Numbi. xxiii. 9. ^^ 

The christian reader will see, that unktioMm to the nlduA <o€ GoA 
Moses, the children of Israel aiid feithful servants of Ihe Most Ifigfa, 
the powers of wickedness unite their force to Overthrow the tdmrcb 
of the living God — but in vain. See Psaldi cjtlvii 9, 10. As it 
Was then, it is now, and ever shdl be,' Vtrorld widK^t «id. For 
though wicked and mighty Balak and Balaam^ Or ^loud ^d haughty 
Haman, unite to strive and %ht against the ^Snily of heaven; yet 
the Lord their Almighty keeper saith, ^ ihey shall ^^rish for tiieir 
sakes.'* Read Lsa. xli. 10 and 1 1. Th^ shall be e^mpdled to say, 
as in tfie 8th verse of this chapter, and ihM ^^m.et despw, 'how 
shall tire curs6, whom God hath not cinsed? and^ how shall we defy. 
Whom the Lotd hath not defied? Yea, th^ may wish, as 4a & 
10th verse, to die the death of tlie lightedus seed Of iaeeb, and 
hke them to have peace in their latter ^d; but if they d^ not live 
the life of the godly, their end canndt be peace* It iii^vmiteii,^* Maok 
the pttfect man, iand behold the upright ! fot the «nd rf dial^ man is 
peace." Blessed for ever be our go6d andgracioiis Ood^ that be hatfa 
so united in the glorious chain of eternal ^vaftion^ lus o^wn ever- 
lasting honours with his elect people's immort^ safety", ihal no one 
link can be broken witiiout sullying hte gloiy. . -. 

But does the godly reader ai^, Where, when, and how vosef it be 
itedd that God's people dweU'^ne? I answer^ first, in the imitota- 
ble, everlasting love of the Almighty Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 
Jfer. The Lord hath appeared of old {or, fitom afar) unto met {in his 
covenant love from eternity) saying^ yea^ I have loved thee (the whole 
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elect church) with an everlasting love ; therefore with loving kindness 
have I drawn thee, and extended my loving kindness unto thee ; and 
in calling thee by my pace in time to the jiappy enjoyment of my 
pardoning mercy and love. Yes, •* and whom ne did foreknow, he 
also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of liis Son, that 
he (Christ) might be the first bom of many bretm-en." Rom. viii. 29. 

This gave them a dwelling, secondly, in eternal oneness with the 
Son of God. See John xviu 6, 7. And, thirdly, a safe dwelling, 
and that alone, with Christ, the covenant head, in ^e sweet covenant 
of Jehovah's grace, ordered in all things and sure. <* The eternal 
God is thy rerage, and underneath are me everlasting arms; and he 
shall thrust out the enemy from before thee, and skill say^ destmy 
them: Israel then shall dwell in safety alone." Deut. xxxiii. 27. The 
man of God, Moses, says, *' Lord, thou hast been our dweUing->-piace 
in all generations,*' — in all the unknown generations of eternity, 
through the generations of our time-state, to a blissful eternity 
when time is no more. Psahn xa 1; To thi& sweedy agrees the 
blessed testimony of the royal Psalmist ; << He that dwelleth in the 
secret place of the Most Hish, shall abide (or lodge) ittider the sha- 
dow of the Ahnighly." Ptehn xci.ilw •'The secret 6f the Lord is 
with them that fear him; and he w^ siiew them his covenant" ■ 

Fourthly. As the effect of Jehovah?s^everiastio^ love to his chosen,' 
they thus dwell; though before grace iseaehes uie heart they knoir 
it not. But Ciod in carrying on his own good and eternal pur*^ 
pose^ opens up and lengthens out the golden chain of salvation, to 
us poor sinners, link afbr Ui^ till it is jdaced so-weetiy, gradotisl}^, 
and powerfully in the heart of the elect vessel of mercy, that he is 
kept safe, sure and stedftest, by a thceefold enei^ in our dear Lord, 
the Ahoighty Rock of Ages ; so thtt he may abide in a coiififortable' 
confidence of weathering all the stoimsof . time, and at IsJsC sail m 
peace into his desired haven of rest f'in the fear of tfra LoM is 
stroi^ confidence; and his chikben shall have a {)lace><of refbge." 
They shall know of the Lord, that they are picserved in Christ' 
Jesus and called : for whom he did predestinate, them he alsd called 
out of this world, by the sovereign operaibbno, ivresislible power, ^tid 
qmckeniog^. life-giving influence of God; the Hoiyi.Qtoost ^ *< You 
Imth he quickened who were dead in trespasses and sins." 

This \xm!g& us, poor, dead sinners, to dwell, fifthly, iii a ble»sed 
state of grace. ^* Blessed (saith our Lord^ in the character of Wb- 
dom) is every one that heareth me, watching at my gates,: waiting' at 
the posts of 9iy doors : for whoso findeth me^ findeth life, and shall • 

obtam favour of the Lord," M*. W. ^ 

fTo be continued, J 



A FRAGMENT. 
The Romans lost many a batlile, and yet were conquerors in all 
their wars: so it is with <jod*s chiirch --she hath and may lose many 
a battle, but in the end the church shall conquer. 
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ORIGINAI. ESSAYS. 



VUL 



ON JUSTinCATION. 

A SAINT of old, in the midst of his moumiBg and munnuring, 
proposes the important question, how should man he just with Godf 
to which the church of God is furnished in the divine volume, widi 
a blessedly comprehensive answer. The two testaments contain, 
from the commencement to the close, an unbroken series of irrefra- 
gable evidence on God's part, and abounds with the most conclusive 
testimony in behalf of the church. Had the question been proposed 
to a council of archangels, their united spiritual capacities and wisdom 
would have failed in solving the mysterious proposition. K has . in 
numberless instances extracted from the wisdom of the wise, among 
the sons of Adam, such replies as sufficiently prove thet incapability 
of man untaught of God to render a solution, or even comprehend 
the nature of the inquiry. 

Eternal praises to the covenant God of Israel! that it is not left to 
those who have wisdom from above, to prove the mighty deed is 
accomplished, or to explain how it has been effected. Faith of &e 
operation of the Holy Ghost embraces the divine testimony, and the 
lion of the tribe of Judah, the Lamb slain> hath opened the book 
and loosed the seals; and it is the privile|^ of the bdiever in mark- 
ing down its contents, to behold a reply nven in full to the infinitely 
important question. It will be prontable to revert to a statement 
or two of such evidence as more prominently bears the character 
ascribed. 

It is recorded by the protect Isaiah, xlv. 25. In the Lard shall 
all the seed of Israel be^justifiedy and shall glory. AndliiL II. By 
his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he 
shall bear their iniquities* m the former portion we are informed, 
that in the Lord Jehovah, the seed of Israel are justified. They are . 
justified in the Father, in the Son', and in the Holy Ghost, Israel's <xie, 
living and true God. In the latter portion we read, that the justifi- 
cation of the church was accomplished by the God-man, Jehovah's 
righteous servant. In the council of peace, before the foundation of 
the world, the Son of God purposed to take upon himself our nature, 
and therein to perform the conditions of the covenant of the Holy 
Trinity. The only begotten Son, the equal with the Father, conde- 
scended to become man that he m%ht nilfil all righteousness; to do 
which) in behalf of the church, it was necessary he should become 
the servant of Jehovah. 
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The God and Father of our Lord Jesiis Christ, who hath blessed 
us with all spiritual blessings in Christ, according as he hath chosen 
us in him; hath included in those spiritual blessings, and blessed the 
church, with justification unto eterifal life. He who is of one mind, 
and who can turn him? hath from eternity beheld his chosen in a 
justified state: they have ever been in the divine estimation, accounted 
righteous: the objects of eternal love have never ^led of interest in 
covenant blessings. 

By the fell, both the elect and the non-elect, involved themselves 
in the same woeful condition. Man created in the likeness of God, 
by the first transgression was placed in direct contrast with him who 
formed him — ^who formed hi^i after his own image. The Lord God 
is glorious in holiness: man became perfectly unrighteous. But the 
participators in firee justification by grace, must apprehend that for 
which they are apprehended of God : and the first discovery made 
by the guilty and condemned sinner, when the Holy Spirit commences 
bis gracious operations, is the knowled^ of his true state by nature. 
He IS at once taught, by the heavenly instructor, a lesson which the 
brightest intellect of the unregenerate never conceived — ^which natural 
wisdom attempts in vain to explore. By a variety of means' — each 
adopted and made use of by the holy agent — he is in due time stript 
of the cobweb-covering of assumed, inherent righteousness; expelled 
fipom every refuge of lies, in which he would fein have secreted himself; 
torn from the anchor-hold of felse hope and vain imaginations; and 
finally brought to a firm reliance, a full dependence, on him who is 
gloriously revealed to the church, and now to the soid— -the Lord 
OUR Righteousness! 

The Lord's method of imparting the knowledge of this spiritual 
blessing, is divinely described in the parable of the pharisee and pub- 
lican; the simple narration of the conduct of the latter in the temple, 
goes to prove, that he was bowed down under the deepest sense of 
his unworthiness to appear before God, even in the character of a 
suppliant — and of his utter unfitness, even to approach the place, 
where, Jehovah saith, **mine honour dwelkth.^^ With what pertur- 
bation of soul, yea, with what broken, yet eloquent accents, did he 
utter the prayer— which obtained the ear of the Lord of Sabaoth, — 
God be mercifid to me a sinner! Our Lord's gracious comment 
thereon, is, I tell you, this man went down to his home jiistijied. 
The objection, that justification in Christ's righteousness is not ex- 
priessed here, avails not, so as to weaken the force of the divine lesson 
inculcated: the instructive portion, being all-sufficient to prove the 
dear child of God manifestaJtively justified, when £y weepina and sup- 
plication he is brought into communion with his Lord at the mercy- 
seat, enabled to pour forth his complaints, and kept waiting at mercy's 
door for the fulfilment of the feithful promises which are dispensed 
there. 

The believer, who is strong in faith, having arrived to ml assurance 
of interest in justifying righteousness, is not more surely justified than 
he who is weak in faith. The questionable nature of the assertion of 
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3ome,.thal ^straog hi&i gives most gloiy to God!* is not worthy of 
lengthened notice. It is the faith ai God's elect, in its prif¥dple^ 
from whence redounds to Jehovah all praise: hut, in its exercise, the 
honour which helongs to its author, finisher, and revealer— are openly 
displayed. 

There is anodier view of justification, which is ever worthy being 
iDgarded; (»iethat is especially alluded to Matthew y« 16. by our 
Lord; and on which depends die adornment of a gospel profession, 
and the exemplifieation of character in those who are the children of 
light andof the day.x It behoves the justified £unily of God to shew 
themselves, as sucil^ bodi before the church and b^re the world. 
. The chuTfhj expects and demands at the hand of her individual 
members, that th^ exhibit, to the praise of the glory of the grace 
which hath saved them, such iGruits of righteousness, as proceed from 
the heavenly principle implanted within them. The aposde, divinely 
aiguing on this subiect, concludes, '^ therefore being justified by £uth, 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: by whom 
also we mve wicess by faith ivto this graae wherein we stand, and 
rejoice in hope of the gk)ry of God." And he describes the believer's 
various sources of glorying with and among his brethren. In tribur' 
latifm — ^that each may prove the- other's helpmeet in the lifis of fiadth: 
tn po^ienccH-that they ma]F> excite one another to a calm reliance on 
their Loid's feithfulness: in exj^erience — that they may tell the gieat 
things the Lord hath /done for them, and so be?^ each other's burdens: 
in Aoper-that they may be contorted together, by trusting in, and 
living on, the rich supfuies fiom his fulness: and, in love — the iQye, 
of (Sod being shed abroad in their hearts by the power of the Holy 
Ghost . . 

The worlds lias a powerful ^nd bud claim on the behever to exem- 
plify hy his deportment^ the proof of b^g possessed of this spiritual 
messing ;f— and besides external coi^duct, Uiey have no other test 
By works a man isjvstifedy and not hy faith only — in the estimation 
of the world. It should tharefore ever be the ambition of the behever, 
in the official, social, or other relations which he may hold with the 
i&mily pf man, so to approve himself ^'ti«^, in others esteem, as to 
put to silence the ionorance of the foolish, and effectually to convince 
the gaiasayers. The high' responsibility which attaches to the sacred 
character, a. believer in the Lord Jesus, requires of him, under all 
drcumstanoes and on all occasions, to be found watchful, prayerful, 
and diligent; that his light may so Mne before fnen, that titey may see 
his good works,. and glorify his Fafhef which is in heaven. 

SAYING OF BISHOP LATIMER. 

There are many pensons^ whi6, When they are sick, say, O! that 
I might Hve but one year^nget to mtikif amends for my sins ! which 
saying is very nought and ungodly, for we are not able to make 
amends for our sins, only Christ, he is the Lamb of God which 
taketh away our sins. As for satisfaction, we cannot do the least 
piece of it. 
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REVIEW. 



Hepkzibah: w^ JehovaJCs infinite Delight in his Church, plainly 
stated and dearly demonstrated from the lively Oracles and infath- 
ble Standard of Truth* Part L By Henrv Heap, Minister of Bury 
Street Chapel^ St. Mary Axe. Palmer , Paternoster Row. 

*^ How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that 
bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace; that bringeth good 
tidings of good, that publisheth salvation ; that saith imto Zion, thy 
God reigneth !" Thus saith the Lord, concerning all whom he hatn 
sent foitii to minister in holy things ; and thus say all who have 
learned truly to estimate ^ worth of a faithful gospel ministry. It 
is a considerable part of the blessedness of the Lord's church, that 
many of her ministers are not only commissioned to, speak for their 
Lord's glory, and her profit ; but in the licence they nave received 
•firom the -court of gloiy, they are commanded also to write of the 
things which make for her eternal peace. We never had the pleasure 
of hearing Mr. Heap preach in his Lord's name ; but if he undevi- 
atingly pursue the same course of instruction, to the people of his 
charge, which he has adopted in this volume,— *we are bold to assert, 
that HE hto received the royal command of the King of kings, both 
to speak and to write for his holy name's sake. 

Mr. H. has divided the treatise into chapters — the leading subjects 
of which are — the nature and properties of Jehovah's delight in hifs 
diurch — ^in the persons of his elect — ^in their graces — in their prayers 
(this occupies tluree chapters)-— in their praises->-and lastly, in their 
prosperity and exaltation. 

In evidence of the truth of our remarks, we lay before the reader 
the following extracts ; and with great pleasure recommend the pubfi- ' 
cation to our friends. 

*' It shoald be well remembered that it is not salvatiou, viewed merely 
Id the decrees of Jehovah, oor as procured Jiy the mediation of Christ, 
that will bring rest to the weary soul, health to the broken heart, and 
peace to the troubled conscience, but the blood and righteousness of the 
Son of God, applied to the believer by the resistless energy and effica- 
clous grace of the Comforter, which Is* the never-falling source of special 
knowledge, spiritual joy, and a good hope ; yea, a '* hope that maketh 
not ashamed, because the love of God Is shed abroad In our hearts by the 
Holy Ghost, which Is given noto ns." Rom. v. $. So Indispensably requi- 
site Is the operation of the Spirit to a saving acquaintance with the things 
- of God, that a roan may as easily walk without feet, see without eyes, 
and speak without a tongue,, as natural man can either know or love the 
chidden mysteries of the gospel. ** The natural roan recelveth not the 
. things of the Spirit of Gml, for they are foolishness onto him, neither can 
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he know them, became they are spiritually discerned.*' 1 Cor. ii. 14> '* The 
carnal mind is enmity against God ; for it is not sabject to the hiw of 
Oody ndther indeed can be." Ron^ wh\. 7* A man may possess strong 
'and clear intellectual powers, a comprebeosife mind, and a deep pene- 
trating spirit in secniar affairs; bis acquired abilities may be as singnlarly 
gjeat, as bis natural endowments are vast and astonishing ; yet being des- 
titute of the illuminating and ouickeniag inflnenees of the Spirit of Chriaty 
he is botli blind and dead in tfae sight of Obd. Stich.a dnttactet leaving 
this world, h'fbr ever precluded fl^ eiiterin]g the kingdotn -ef Oo^« If 
any of the ehildMn of Ad^ai/ wotMii see God with comfort in thetwmrld 
to come, and etiioy hit covenant presence there, they .must be bom agii^n. 
No man on earth has the smallest claim to true Christianity, though very 
high in preteBsioiil l» virloe aQd.lnonliityy who.iaa stmnfer to t^ new 
birth. '* For in Christ. Je«n» neither circAimcinon avail^thiany thing, 4ioi 
nncircumeision, but a new creature.". Gal. vit 15* Neither is it possible 
to ascertain with truth and decided satisfaction that we belong to. Christ, 
only as we possess* tfie^^hrlt of our Lord. " Now if any man have -not 
the Spirit of '. Christ beisr none of bis.?* Romw. viii. 9« . 

*< Hehaa promised thut Ms gisaCKoi^pcefeiieeshaHftHQnd-^eiii lhro«ilt 
this inhospitable world. /* Lo, I am with y^utilway^ even. mla the ^lul 
of the world. Amen.** Matt, xxviii. 20. This is our only relief against 
tormenting fears and disquietude of h^rjt, ** Fear ntot^flDf'I am with thee; 
be Hot dismayed, ^r Tam^lhyGod/' Mialiiv. Dift notlhefirsome weidi 
b0HeYerark> with paisfbl. anxiety.,. Ihongh he may'Qpt^imakenicJnliic^ 
how will it be ^th no when I pafl^tthrougfa^ the chiiling^ftroapM'. of Jorr 
dan i Will he not forsake me then;.;ttn{e8S my faith be strong.and vigo- 
rous? No, poor tempted souU " He will never leave nor forsake thee,*^ 
Another crieStont,' but, 'alas! instefid'of growing stronger, t f?c3 breaker 
«Very dd^v Ohv- be^ikot-disooiiriiged, fliis it|l tokm> for ^good, and tfae 
direct wajptd uqoreiited'Stroqiliu. ^M^triHc4tieitglheittb«r^'.sa9>iJclN» 
vah, but I possess no might agi^ttbopojveraad tp«ltitjnde,of.iiijf ene- 
mies ? . '* Fear pot» Aays he, I will help Ihee/' *< Blefl«ed is the Aiait who 
hath the Gdd of Jacob (be Ihs help, wbdse hope ^ in the Lord his God " 
Psaikh cxivi. 5. Afhirdek<:laims, i an gt^evottsly'tempUrd tb^^rtliaf I 
shall' oheday filiH,^attdiCoiiie totfnitk^V ' That k> iinposftihl»v •foK,.~sa3i» the 
JLord,.*^ I will uphold iheo with tl|e right haof^ipfdiiy righl(eoQaiiess«i- 
When thou passest through the waters I will bo with^theOr ood Ihronch 
the rivers tWy shall not overflow thee^ when. thou. walkest thro.ugb^ the 
flre thott Shalt' not be buk-ned; neither shall /the flatne kindle. upon .thee* 
For f an the Lord^thy Gdd, -th^ »bi^ One of Israel^ tb^ So)^iOtir<^> What 
has the most feeble believer to fear, when lie has God'fiir ibia«i«iage, iM 
underneath are the everlasting arms. Although we have thus, line npon 
line, and precept upon pre(<ept, to alkiy the anxiety of our ninds, and 
establish' our fainting iaitfa, jret in seasons of gloon, and spiritual deeeii- 
tiony we freouenlly iaqnifre, in hlnguage>of distressing suspense^ ^^Wlll llie 
Ix>rd east off for 'ever? and wilt he be £svoorable no more f Is his mercy 
«lean gotte for ever?- Doth bis promlso iail for evermore? Hath God 
fbrgOtten to be gracious^ hath'he*iB auger shot vp his-tendornoreiofr?'' 
Psalm Imvii. 7, 6, 9. I venture to affirm, that it wiU be < diflleaU to 
select Dron any part of holy writ^ wo^ds whieh more afleetingly describe 
the alarming doobts to which true believers are liable, aa thev travel 
through this vale of tears, towards the peaceful regions of blened im- 
mortality. After aH, be it observed, this «gQny> and consternatlOii of 
mind were groundless, the psolmiitt afterwards Oalliiig it his> infindlsr* 
And that be might repel tfae prevalency- of unbelief, saith, ** I wtf#^> 
V member the years of the right hand of tbci Most High, sufely 'I will 
remember thy wonders of old, and talk of thy doings." 
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TTie Kingfy Atdhoritg of Christ; or. Glad Tiding for the Poor in 
Spirit. ** He must, veign till he hath put all enemies under his 
leet" lCor.zv.25. il|y Thomas Upcraft Palmer^ Ptitemotter 
Row. 

In this sermon, we are presented with an admimble view of the 
office of Christy as King in Zi(m; in which the writo' enters hugely 
on the contemplation of his person, his glories, his kingdom, and his 
achievements. On another occasion we observed, (p. 157) and now 
with {deasure repeat, that IMlr. U. appears to possess ^ rich experience 
in divine tlunes. His mind enters deeply into ihe contnnpWion'Of 
fidbjects of iimnite moment, and in such a way, as proves a realizisg 
enjoyment of what he recommends to the view of others. We 
cannot doubt that where such an exhibition of those divine realities 
is constantly madey the blessed effects in the souls of the Lord*a 
people are truly conspicuous. The Ixxd hath determined to prosper 
the fidthfiil proclamation of his truth; aiid we trust this servant of 
•his is the honoured witoeas of the fruit t>f the Redeemer's travail, in 
knowing thatf Ae muaiatr^ committcd'to Us ^trust is blest of fab Lord, 
being productitB of piont to those to whoin he ministers. In the 
fifth division of his subject, Mr. U. has the following oktservaftions on 
Me Aeof^ of Christ:— 

'< Tbe mQjd istlheinoQjircb'of action, and all tlic mysteriaas dealings 
of the King. of Olorywitli his snbjecu in* providence are regulated by a 
heart of compassion and love, however cbeqnered the scene, earh line is 
drawn by the finger of goodness. The heart of Christ may be compared 
to a-sea.i^pni irheqce issue all those precious streams of eomfort that the 
church of , God is made the partaker of in this polluted world. The won- 
ders the Saviour has wroaglit in her favour folly delineate his aoodoess 
and grace. Though seated in the heavens amongst the cefestiaT throng, 
yet'bis ebuinsh i^»his peculiar care. His love is immeasurable in iu nature, 
an<S dcee in itaconnnumcatien. Nor obstacle was sufficient to quench its 
flame, for he not oaly loved his church, but > as. ad effect thereof he i^ve 
himself for it If a mortal who is related to an earthly sovereign thinks 
himself honourable, of what royalty have the blood-bought to boast, who 
are ** heirs of God, and joint heirs with Jesus Christ," and who are 
«» tnade |>riests and kings uato God I" Tlie grace of our King is free, 
uamef^tediaad divine, but the donations 'conferred alsrays fall to the line 
of relationship. Electing lovej^a ring which^eoi:loses. all the family of 
heaven, and mercy is a. central orb, whose muoificeut rays are reflected 
only within the boundaries of the royal circle. To this Omnipotent King 
all the family of heaven may ci^rry tiieir burthens, for compassion is the 
atmosphere in which he breathes, and mercy is the throne upon which he 
reigns. He is* worthy of -all worship, honour, might and glory. His heart 
is unchanging, for notwithstanding the fall and gailt of his faonl^, they 
are still his own. The heights of merit are seen to rise above hills and 
mountains of guilt in the work of the cross, and there the vileness of 
' the sinner is iHiried in the atoning blood of the Saviour. ' Jesus is a con- 
stant lover, and being wedded to his chosen by Immutable ties', he still 
•ays, << I hate putting away." The sun and the moon are the king and 
queen of the natural world ; and Christ and his church are the king and 
queen of the heavenly world ; In both itestances the latter are dark and 
oapty bedfci, derlviug all light and gtory from the ibrmer. This M>yal 
'Kt^g^wboJscoBiipafed to a snuyivaa eclipsed fit Calvary ^ in ofderttethis 
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people miglit ikine for ever and ever in tbe kingdom of their Father. His 
neart is an unchanging one. How much unlike the heart of nan ! He 
is said to be a " friend which sticketh closer than a brother," if it were 
not 80 the righteous would be for ever banished from his presence. Tbe 
thread of aflTection among good men is often proved to be slender, but the 
cord of love which holds head and members together is everlasting. The 
King'k subjects are left to suspect the love of their Sovereign, when dark- 
ness and conflicts are their portion; but darkness and light are both alike 
to him, and " he is of one mind and none can turn him." Poor sensible 
sinners are sometimes rejoicing upon Pisgab's top, and at other times 
they are tossed npon the sea of desertion, and depressed hy concern and 
anxiety, and then they cry out with Job, *< Oh that I knew where I eoald 
find him 1" and " Oh that I were as in months pllst V But of all situa- 
tions in the christian's travel, none is so much to be lamented as a luke- 
warm state, when he is left in the dreary plains of indifierence, to a spi- 
rit of slumber and coldness in divine * things ; this made David say, 
<• Quicken me, O Lord, for my sool cleaveth to the dust;" But what 
a merry that the L«rd is tbe same, and that his love is not regulated by 
the feelings of his family." 

We could have wished die writer had not iodulged so fredy as he 
has elsewhere, in the use of emblematical terms: for in many paia- 
^ they are adopted in such rapid succession,' that Iheir signi- 
^ is neutralized. 

Christy the true lion; ctf the Perfection of BeanOy brought forthj 
and Crowned with the Crown of Glory, By mrriet Palmer, 
Pateffu»ter Raw. J ^ "9 

The title we have copied, sufficiently attests the novelty of the 
subjea Hcariet has undertaken to eluadate. Beyond the fervour 
of a warm imagination, stron^y excited by the dicumstance of 
haying ventured an original speculation, we discover nothing in die 
writer's labour, which she informs the reader was protracted *< fouf or 
five years," veortfiy either of our notice or strictures. We may add, 
the want of ability to express clearly what is intended to be con- 
veyed, also raises an insuperable bar against the free expression of 
our opinion. < First, the title page, and lasdy, the rhymes at the 
dose, aie of themselves a sdficient recommendation of the whole ! 
Of aigument, in fkvour of the position attempted to be established, 
it may in truth be affirmed, '< there is neither the countenance, nor 
the colour." 

The Believer* ^Treasury: or, the Union, Consanguiniiy, and Aj^nity, 
of Christ and Ms Church, illustraied in the light of Scripture, 
By the late James Relly. A new Edition, AUo, an Essay on the 
JpostoUc manner of Preaching the Gospel, By the same Author, 
Jones, Paternoster Row, 

In the highly responsible character we sustain, as Reviewers of 
the multi&nous productions of a theological character, which are 
laid before us, we hope ever to be found offering the meed of praise 
to sudi as bear the impress of divine truth; though they may not 
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foe recommended by elegancy of diction, or any of the refinein^tft 
of taste. And it ought never to be said, with truth) that the Mbq 
glosses of scholastic cunning, in the arrangement of an approved 
composition^ have beclouded our view of erroneous principles; so 
that we have been induced to stamp with unqualified "approbation, 
that which was calculated to deceive, and whose tendeades were 
decidedly pernicious. 

The pubUcalion, now to be noticed, bears the image and sup^- 
scription, but it has few of the perspicuous lineaments of truth. It 
is ornamented with the dittering tinsel of words ; but it displays 
little of the sterling gold of the gospel. It insidiously conveys^ 
under an attractive title, the baleful poison of error; anc^ with un- 
paralleled artifice, attempts to paLhate the appearance of moral 
delinquency. 

The author of this book, Mr. James Relly, was contemporary with 
the Rev. George Whitefield, under whose ministry, it^is stated by hb 
biographer, he * became serious ;' and the acquaintance between 
them which followed, issued in his becoming one of Mr. W.'s firmest 
supporters, and eventually a preacher in coimection with him for 
several years. .An alteration in sentiment is the cause attributed to 
a separation having taken place between them; after which, Mr. 
Relly joined himself with the Universalists in London, where he 
wrote several of his books, and was for a time exceedingly popular. 
The sect to \^ch he was united, were thence denominated Rellya- 
NisTS, or Rellyan Universalists. He preached at various 

E laces in the metropolis, but finally removed to the Old Meeting- 
ouse, in Crosby Square, where his labours were continued till lus 
death, which took place April 25, 1778. 

The principles he maintained are fully developed in the volume 
before us, to which we now turn. 

fTo be continued. J 

LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 

Just published^ dedicated^ by permission^ to the King^ 

SCIENTIA BIBLICA: conUining the New Testament in the Ori- 
ginal Tongue, with the Authorized English Version, and a Copious 
and Original Collection of Parallel P^sages, printed in words at 
length. The whole so arranged as to illustrate and confirm the 
several clauses of each Verse; with the various Readings and the 
Chronology. 3 vols. 8vo. 

VISITS to and from JESUS, on the most hallowed occasions, and 
on the most interesting inoments of Life. By the Rev. Robert 
Hawker, D. D. Vicar of Charles, Plymouth. A new Edition, with 
the final corrections of the Author. 

VIRGEDIMIARUM— Satires by Joseph HalU Bishop of Norwich, 
in 6 books. \ 
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i:he First Aimpud Bsport of Ae P^fiuauth Aua^Hm Goafd. Trwi 

. Society f 4divered at Ae Anrdversary held M ^^ TmHoasMdoJ 

F(K^'\on Tif^esday, Mcardi 15, 1825.^The Rev. Septimus 

CpURTjfSYy A. M. formerly Fetlow of St John's CoU^, Cam- 

. bridge, in 4ie Chair. 

.'Thb commiltee in tiiegtnrerameiit of tlus aodetf, desire to preface 
the statement of their tnist, from the conimencement of the; io^^ 
widi humhle thanln to the God of aU ^raoe, fw his fiistering caie (^ 
it Time >hath scaice finafaed "the circle of its rbv6ltitions» in one 
«hort year, mthQut-giving oceasiou to/teeordmany, ahd ve^ distin- 
guishing love^tokensfrom ihe Lofd in his blessings upon it The 
Lord haith indeed watched over it fi>r good. He )»th kept it oigbt 
and day. He hath watered. it every moment And by the most 
unequivocal marks, the Lord hath shewn, that the Gospel Tract 
&Knety hath been brought, under the covering of those wii^ which 
shadow the mercy»«eat Hqies indeed, from the 'first id^ of the 
forming this institution, were cherished, that tiie disgemiiiating tracts 
among the Lord's scattoredones, of a pure gospd. complezion^munin- 
dedwith human wisdom, andpohcyof the.day»as the direodoa must 
£ave originated ;fiKnn the Losd,'«Duld be owned and bleaBed by the 
Lord: aud that the Lord sronkl connteuanee.a ineasiibre, focmed od 
scripture authority, of everhoting record; to contisndfor the faith ana 
'Mwered unto the mints. The committee have the unspeakable 
satis&ction to find, that their expectations were wdl founded. The 
-several publications which have been issued from .their depositoiV) 
Ikave all of them* this aignakure as d^igndted by IheLcxd' Jiimse^ w 
poot^ have the gospel preaehed to them / 

It will be highly gratifying to all that love our Lord Jesus Christ, 
in dnceriiyf to. be informed, that the means afforded by the liberality 
of the subscribers to this institution .for the prosecution of their wBik, 
have been no less amjde than the opportunities which the Lord hath 
opened for the dispeision of their tracts. — It is true indeed, and ought 
not to be conceal^ 4iat the local situation of Plymouth, occupying as 
it doth, the great Western district, possesseth an almost unrivalled ex- 
cellency in uiis particular. A seaport of such magnitude, added by 
the extensiveness for circulation^ both by the pubuc arsenal of bis 
Majesty^s Dock Yard, and die private exports 6t commerce to ^1 puts 
abvoad, affords a superiority of situarion to every inland provinoe in 
' the kingdom. The oommbtee have availed themselves oi tlfe pririkge, 
and many thousands of the tracts of their society have beoi sent to 
the several quarters of the globe. To use, in humble a^^plicatioii to 
.this feeble instrument in the liOrd*s hand, what hath been most justly 
.^aid.of the saq:ed scriptjures themselves; it may be sod, that <^ 
, Um a gone out through all the earthy.q.'nd their words to the end ofi^ 
world/ 

In relation to the final issue of their labours, the eventual conse- 
quence, in waiting the Lord's blessing, must be left, like all other 
instruments, to the Lord's pleasure. Nevertheless, it must even now 
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be'said^llidrilitfce hme not been wssiiriig alieacty^ toittiis ofrgdodb 
Many an individual hath found caiiseto bUssGodfortheinsdtndbm 
And loo^he uiito hmi wUh vfuntt %$ ^ rksiidmof'l^ Spirit the 
comcaittee cheeifdly •c<>iniflit tH^ir charge, Toting the Lora'9 tim^ 
fbr ^ tipbre opdfi maiufi^tion of dm lioid'i^ mer^. They fM 
coi^dent thiUr tli^ laboms of lorv8» will not ^ «n t;<ttn ttot^Lordi 
According to Jtou^'s own- beautifiil statement, they constder, «> is efo 
kingdom <>f Giidy as if a Than should ccut seed iinidr hi9 gnnridi and 
skoM sleeps mud risiSf ni^ ofil/d >ds^t and ^ se^stiouMi sprifsj^ 
and grownp^he kfUkii>e^ n^Jwuf. Sach are alithek'dispeisions of fe 
fnitte of God; In ihe moming th&f ^miheseedj and vatheeven^ 
the^wiMpld not th6 hand; tidi knomna wHe^igr shaU prosper either 
iku^ br ihaii or Hvhe^et tkM hdA fiim be oHko good. And dtiring 
the process'of tli^ IKVihe^icnw^ttio^, tkfy deep^ ottiZ tisfrmght arid 
daVf and the seed springeth up and grvweth^ thif/^novf^M)tho!i>i' 'Bat 
It becomes .a subject of die tiuest encouregement and consdattoh to 
them, and to* all li&ethem^ ii4sieh. wmtt in daUy watdhfuhi^s over 
Hieir liusbaB^y to tile l^id'sbleBsi^r thatthiissiieis liot donbt^ 
The harvest will come, and the Lord will gather his wheat into his 
earner. The labourers in th« mean time go forth with humble confi- 
dence in the Lord: that as it is Hjiritlkhi he that pUmeth^ should plow 
in hope : and he ^uU thresheth in hope, should be partaker of his hope. 
True indeed, numbers of the Lord^s &ithful ones, will nOt live to see 
the fruits of their labours. But the promise standeth .^ure. And 
many a seed steeped in prayor, and sown in fai&, hath sprung up, 
and brought forth fruit, wnen the hand and heart &om whence both 
issued haOi long mouldered in the dust. 

The committee do not think it needful to go over the ground 
already trodden, either in stating the prindples on which this institu- 
tion was first formed, in the parent society in the metropolis; or in 
counting the many auxiliaries which it hath brought forth in the 
kingdom. They hail the auspicious prospect. MancAestert and HuU^ 
have sent forth their thousands in the glorious cause : and through the 
latter, the committee find bause to bless God, that an auxfliary Gospel^ 
Tract Society hath been formed, in iS<. John^Ss New Brunswick^ North 
America, While the committee find daily cause for new thanks^v- 
ings to the author of every good, and every perfoct gift, from whom 
Cometh die blessings; they desire to remmd the poor of the people 
of this land, that eveiy individual that buys a single tract of the 
Gospel Tract Society, will have lus penny worth for ms penny. 'The 
subscriber of a penny, or of a pound, will have the fuU ratio of his 
money at the wholesale price. For as there are no debts contracted, 
and all the expences are fbr the simple printing and publishing the 
tracts: so no hoard nor banks, will be wanted: neither salaries, nor 
pensions, given to drain the littie pocket of the institution. The daily 
income by sale will supply all need, like the daily growth of grass, 
which feras the lambs, and irecp^dr^ no hay stack for winter. De- 
pending upon him whose is the cause, and who providentally caters 
for all that i» necessary, the Plymouth Gospel Tract Society finds 
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certain assurance of faith. QodwUl supply all need acoording to his 
riches in glory by Christ Jesus. 

Finally, the committee have only to dose this statement in prayer, 
as they h^an in praise. In which they would call upon all the iaith- 
ful in Chnst Jesus to join them in humble supplication before the 
throne that his blessing may continue over the parent society; and 
every auxiliary of the Gospel Tract Society, tpko is uxmderfid in 
counsel and excellent in working. The Lord giye grace to aU to be 
on the look out with holy joy and expectation for that great sera in the 
coiisummation of all things which is promised, when in die dispensation 
o^ the fulness oftimBSr £e Lord mil gcxther together in one all things 
tn Chnst, both which are in Aeat^en, ana which are on earthy even in him. 

The number of tracts received into the de[k>t of this society during 
the first year have amounted, to twbnty-six thousand two 

HUNDRED AND FIFTY! 

The amount of subscriptions and benefactions for the year, (being 
£88 6s.) after covering all expences hath left a balance in the 
treasurer's hand for the commencement of the second year of £20 4^. 



POETRY. 

** And he said onto me, these are t?)ey which came oot of great tribnh' 
Ution, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb/'— Rev. vii. 14. 

Look, O my soal, within the Fetl, 

View that nnnombei'd throng : 
Whose joys can never, never fail. 

While JesQS is their song. 

O happy souls! for ever freed 

From sin and every snare. 
They reign with their exalted head. 

And palms of victory bear. 

They glory in their cdnqneriug God, 

And see Him as he is; 
Their robes are spotless throngb his blood. 

Their happiness like his. 

But I am in a world of woe, 

/\cqoainted still with grief; 
Affliction Iln ordain'd to know — 

When shall I get relief? 

They once were sore distressed, like me. 

Till Heaven subdued their fear; 
They sail'd o'er tribulation's sea, - / 

Before they landed there. 

Then may I live by faith on God, 

On every promise given; 
And still confide in Jesn's blood. 

And wait, resign'd for heaven. 
Jesus will surely bring me there. 

In his appointed time ; . 
On Him, my soul, cast all thy care, 

Rely alone t)n Him. SARAH. 
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' There are Three that bear record in keaxen; the Tatbeb^ ihe 
WbsD, and the Holy Ghosf.*' John v. 7. 

' Omteni^omfistfyfar thefaiihanoe delivered io theaaints.*' Jude 3. 



UNION TO CHRIST. 
(Continiied firom p. S68») 

*^ Becauie 1 Uve, ye ikaUHveahoJ* Jobn xi?* 19* 

THE actual oneness with Christ, by which the believer is put in 
possession of the privileges of a new creature ^ is justljr denomi- 
nated, vital union ; forasmuch, as it consists in the communica- 
tion of the Spirit of life« He who was dead in trespasses and 
sins, hereby is quickened together with Christ, and in him, 
raised up from all the dishonours of the grave of sin, and made 
the partaker of a Jife, divine, holy, and immortaL The Holv 
Spirit is the Almighty Agent, by whom this change is effected. 
He, by his divine power, separates the individual from bis ori- 
ginal stock, the wild olive-tree, and contrary to natare graft him 
.into the good olive-»txee. This figure in a most subume way 
describes the supernatural operation of the Holy Ghost, — the 
natural method of graAng being to unite a good scion to the 
toUd root; but in this spiritual process, the case stands vice 
versa s thus, believer^ the root oeareih thee^ and iwt thee t/ie 
root/ 

As he who is thiis joined to the Lord is one Spirit, the hidden, 
spring of life in Christ, the root, ascends to the branch, which 
soon discovers the union of nature, bv partaking of that living 
principle which produces vigour and fruttfulnees. Through the 
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operative power of a living faith, the soul united to Christ re- 
ceives and participates in the richness of those spiritual bless- 
ings provided for it in Christ; and this faith is the effect of that 
holy unction poured out without measure upon the Head, to he 
conveyed in measure to every member. Every blessing truly 
spiritual is the result of this union ; as pardon, justification, 
acceptance, and access to God« 

1st. — The ' free and eternal forgiveness of all sin, could never 
have been enjoyed by us, but through union with our immacolate 
Surety; but Jehovah having revealed him as a propitiation, de- 
clares concerning all that are found in him, their sins and their 
iniquities wiU I remember no more. How vain are all the charges 
Satan, or an ungodly world, can heap up against a believer, 
when, realizing his union to him who nailed every indictment to 
his cross, be can exclaim with heartfelt rapture. In whom we 
have redemption through his bloody the forgiveness of sins^ 
• according to the riches of his grace. 

2nd.— -Justification ; this is a law term, a judicial sentence 
whereby an individual is pronounced perfectly clear from any 
and every charge exhibited against him. This declaration coold 
never with truth be made respecting any transgressor, consi- 
dered in himself. In this view, the God of mercy might pardon^ 
but the God of veracity could not pronounce him sinless ; but 
through union to him who was delivered for our sins, and 
raised again for our justification, we behold the wisdom of God 
displayed in that mystery, whereby his love is- unfolded, his 
justice is magnified, and the sinner ^us^ He hath made him to 
be sin for us, who knew no sin; he hath made us the righteous- 
ness ^f God in him. The resurrection of our Lord, who there- 
upon was justified in the Spirit, proved him at once to be, Mes- 
siah, God-man, Redeemer; and on the proof of this, rests the 
claim of his redeemed ones to perfect justification. Jesus of 
Nazareth^ a man approved of God among you^ by miracles, 
and wondersy and signs, which God did by him, in the midst of 
you; as ye yourselves also know. Him, being delivered by the 
detervHnate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, 
and by wicked hands have crucified and slain : whom God hath 
raised up, having loosed the pains of deaths because it was not 
possible he should be holden of it. Acts ii. 22—24. 

Now such is the relation between Christ and his members, 
that while he continues unimpeachable, they must remain nncon- 
demned ; and on this doth holy Paul ground the believer's chal- 
lenge. Who is he that condemneth f it is Christ that died ; and 
thereby cancelled the debt : yea, rather, that is risen again, who 
is even at the right hand of God; who proves by his cession at 
the Father's right hand that he hath brought in an everlasting 
righteousness. It is God that justifieth; and who dares im- 
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peach his judgment, or who can invalidate his righteous sen- 
tence? In consequence of this union, as described by the con- 
jugal relation, the bride is called by the name of her illustrious 
Spouse, She shall be called^ Jehovah our Righteousness I She is 
also adorned in his ornaments, and made beautiful in his cdmeli- 
ness. Let the reader contemplate the splendid attire described, 
Ezek* XV]. 10 — ^14. and if he enjoy any consciousness of inte- 
rest therein, doubtless he will i\|id cause to say, / will greatly 
rtjoice in the Lord, my soul shall he joyful in my God; for he 
hath covered me with tlie robe of righteousness, and clothed me 
with the garments of salvation. 

^ly.^^Acceptdnce, may truly be ascribed to this union as its 
sole cause. As personally a new creature in Christ, every be- 
liever stands complete before the Father of mercies, in whom the 
whole family in heaven and earth is named. He regards them as 
members of Christ*s body, and viewing the hfead as representing 
the perfection of the body, declares, / have not beheld iniquity 
in Jacob, nor perverseness in Israel, The pre-eminent head, 
who is not ashamed to call them brethren, is the object of 
Jehovah's unceasing delight, and therefore his members are 
made accepted in the Beloved, The conscious enjoyment of 
this acceptance, affords the believer access to a covenant God; 
and thus gives him to hold fellowship with the Father, and with 
his Son Jesus Christ. Where the Lord accepts the person of 
an individual in the person of his Christ, he also has respect to 
his offering, through the infinite merits of his glorious Re- 
deemer: hence while he saith to the wicked. What hast thou to 
do, to declare my statutes, or take my covenant into thy mouth ? 
he says concerning his chosen and accepted ones. Gather my 
saints together, those who have made a covenant with me by 
sacrifice; their bumt^offerings and sacrifices shall be accepted 
upon my altar. 

Blessed ground of confidence, on which to approach the throne 
of grace, under all. our wants, with all our burdens, and when 
oppressed with enemies. What sure security from the enemy ; 
what sweet support under oppression ; what unfailing supply to 
every. real necessity, when enjoying the. revelation of the glorious 
mystery of Christ, ihe\soul can say, /n whom we have access 
with confidence by the faith of him. Each of these interesting 
subjects would afford a distinct topic; but, to intrude as little as 
possible in- the limits of a periodical publication, I would briefly 
state the following certain, glorious, and invaluable effects, also 
arising from this union : fruitfulness, perseverance, and glorifica- 
tion. These important results considerably enhance the blessed- 
ness of union to Christ, in the view of every enlightened mind; 
such an one being truly convinced, that not one of them can be 
enjoyed, without actual union to the root of David. By fruit- 
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fulneuy sptrtmally cdii«idere4» we weaD, jpiritttL ieiects pro*' 
d«ctd by tpirituai life; sometkiDg tbat will notfrfmr in natafe's 
soiL ll is to be lameated tbat in a deacriptieaof Iniitfaliieai, 
aceoMliHg to the fariiiooable diTiai^ of tbe present day^ nothing 
more than wliat men call mwiU tffecis are described; and tbis 
praciicai preaehmgf as some style it» indnces mavf a poor de- 
luded professor of tbe gospel, to imagine be is making .rapid 
advances in froitfolness, wlien»alaa! tbe poor Tictim of ddnsion 
only twines round tbe vine, as- the ivy clasps tbe oak, and coose* 
qnently derives no more advantage from it, spiritnaUy, than the 
ivy does from the oak literally. The apostle describes froitfal 
believers when he says, We are the ctrcamcuioti, loio worddp 
Gad hi the Spirit^ rejoice in Christ Jesus, tmd have, mo oonfi'^ 
dence in the flesh: or more at laige. Gal. y* 22— -26. The indi- 
vidual who thus lives, and walks in the Spirit, will not, cannot, 
dare not, fulfil tbe lasts of tbe flesh* 

Further, this union assures the believer of perseverance^ not* 
withstanding bis own felt weakness, and tbe power of bis spiri- 
tual opponents. The union itself is indissoluble, as it is formed 
upon tbe basis of tbe unalterable love, good-^ill, and sovisreigo 
purpose, of Jehovah, Father, Word, and Spirit Tbe oommn- 
nion which results from it, is perpetual, John iv. IS, 14. A% 
one with Christ, the Holy Spirit dwells in them for ever, John 
xiv. 16. The intercession of Christ never ceaseth, and be says, 
** because I live, ye shall live also." The exceeding great and pre- 
cious promises made to tbe very point ; all these glorious argu* 
mentB conspire to induce tbe noble feeling, T am persuaded, that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principaUiies, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor 
depth, nor any other creature, shaS be able to separate nsjrom 
the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our LordJ 

Lastly. This divine union certifies, beyond a doubt, the eter- 
nal glortjfication of aH the united ones. Tbis is plainly prored 
from the interesting fact, that death does not disso&e this union; 
Ibe body and sonl part, but neither body nor soul are separated 
thereby from Christ, the Head ; hence they are said to be Blesud, 
who die tn the Lord; and. again, they sleep in Jesus; and those 
who sleep in Jesus will God britig with him. While we, who 
have the first-fruits of tbe Spirit, often gvoan withim onnelves, 
when longing fur tbis refulgent glory. While waiting for our 
house from heaven, let us clasp to our bosoms, as part oi our 
inheritance, the precious language of our Fore-runner: Father, 
J will that they also, whom thou hast given me, ke with me 
where I am, that they may behold my glory which ihou hast 
given me: I in them, and thou in me, that they may he made 
perfect in one. 

ABpA. 
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f¥&f the Spmtwd MagoMne.) 

THE DYING EXPERlENCli OF A BELIEVINO SER- 
VANT, 

(written BT his BHPLOYBIi.} 

** Fob nearly eighteen years past the deceased has been to me 
a faithfal servant^ in whom I could always place implicit confi- 
dence; the grace of onr Lord Jteus Christ made him shine in 
this reapect bright indeed. In his death I have lost one who 
has often encouraged my soul, by his steadfastness in the faith; 
bat I shall forbear saying more on this subject, only obserring, 
that he was always led in a pecaliar manner to speak of, and 
insist on, the Spirit's work in the heart, and never appeared 
happy without the enjoyment thereof. When this was not ex- 
perienced, it seemed to him as if all was gone ; nor could he at 
any time live quietly when in the dark. 

'^Particularly of late 1 have observed (and envied too) his 
nearness to God: be had no desire to spend his time in the 
company of worldlings ; his Bible was his chief companion, and 
enforcing the truths it contains, his chief delight. On the 29th 
of Dec. he felt unable to continue to work, and 1 vainly hoped that 
on the Monday following he would have returned. On the Tues- 
day I called on him and enquired how he was; he replied, ** O 
Sir ! the powers of darkness have been let loose indeed ; but his 
blessed Majesty has again appeared, by applying scripture after 
scripture to my soul ; and now my son-ship is as clear to me, 
as that I exist.** He appeared to enjoy sweet liberty of soul, 
with neither the if$ nor buts the great enemy had taunted him 
with, breaking his peace; before which, he had often believed 
that after all he was but a hypocrite, and was continually tempted 
to blaspheme the Lord t)ie Holy Ghost. 

" When I left him, he pleaded rather in an unusual way that 
I would again call on him; which I promised to do; but hearing 
he got much better I did not fulfil the promise, as he was nearly 
able to come again to work. On the Friday following, the Lord 
in his kind providence directed one of my men to wait on him, 
about five o'clock in the afternoon, to ask bow he did. This man 
immediately returned, bringing word that he was in dying cir- 
cumstances. I hastened to see him, and when I came to the 
door, my feelings were truly pierced at hearing his groans and 
mourning, and that before entering the house; as soon as 
entered, I enquired the reason I was not sent for, when his wife 
told me, he would not se^ any one. I directly went to his room 
to ascertain, if possible, the cause of his grief, and to render 
him any assistance within my power* But, Oh! how was I 
struck with surprise to see death rapidly approaching him, and 
he at the same time scarcely a))le to articulate. 
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Seating myself by his bed*8ide 1 said/ ^^ how is it with you?" 
he hastily replied, ** lost ! lost! lost! aJl a delusion ! all a cheat 
of the devil!" I replied, *^ I do not believe it." Hts answer was, 
** yes— yes — ^lost for ever!" I repeated those lines, 

" After 90 mnch mercy past. 
Will he let yon sink at last ?" 

^^ Yes! yes!" was his reply, ** he has— 4ie will— 1 am sinking!" 
1 had some farther conversation with him, but to no purpose; 
his moans were dreadful to hear, and his whde frame quivered 
with agony of mind. I sent for his medical attendant, and after 
which, asked him if 1 should address the throne of Grace; he 
said it was ofno use, but complied. What little I expressed, in 
the state of mind I was then in, was I believe to beg that the 
Lord the Holy Ghost would appear and fulfil the gracious word 
of his promise. << The righteous hath hope in his death." His 
medical attendant came, and ordered a blister for his stomach, &c. 
but this he would not suffer to be applied ; he, said it would be 
of no use, — he was a dead man. But the most distressing state 
of mind took place on Thursday night, and early on Friday be feU, 
as it were, into black despair ; which continued with him nearly 
twelve hours ! And this, not induced by any particular sin being 
charged home on his conscience, but being persuaded by the 
great enemy of souls that he was deceived." 

" I went away, leaving a friend with him, and soon afterwards 
this tried saint turned towards him, exclaiming, ** I am lost — 
ruined*-I am deceived !" The friend asked him, why he con- 
cluded so : he replied " he was deceived, he thought he had loved 
Christ, he thought he could have suffered any thing for Christ;" 
but added, "alas! I knew no more of Christ than a Hottentot!" 
And repeating, '* that his profession was all a cheat of the devil, 
—was all a delusion." His friend remarked, that the devil had 
often assailed his confidence before; and had satan been suffered 
to deceive him, the Lord would not have opened his eyes to see 
his sinful state, but would rather have let him die under that 
delusion : like those mentioned in scripture, who have no bands 
in their death. To this he made no direct reply, but exclaimed, 
" The swellings — the swellings of Jordan are come; and I am 
deceived!" He was asked, whether satan ever sent him to God, 
to ask pardon for his sins? he answered, ** he never did beg truly 
for pardon; he once thought he did, — ^buc he was deceived!" 

** I am constrained to confess that now my confidence in his 
faith was shaken : I thought he appeared to be one, and I should 
be just sijich another, that had built on the sand and not on the 
Rock, Christ. I felt dismaved and lost in astonishment, but my 
spouse had the advantage of me ; her confidence stood the shock 
while mine gave way ; she had no doubt the Lord would appear 
for him. And this blessed portion came to my mind attended 
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with mach power: though we believe not^ yet he ahideth faiths 
fuL This raised me to hope, and sweet opportunity was afforded 
me in prayer with my family. 

** After this on the same evening^, I went with a friend and 
found him in a deplorable situation, as before; I sat by him and 
told him 1 was confident that all his distress was the work of the 
enemy, and that he was lying against his right : he replied, with 
all the energy imaginable, *^no! no! no! lost for ever! ruined 
—ruined!" Many sweet proniises were brought to my mind, 
which I repeated, but nothing could move him. I mentioned 
that gracious declaration, which my soul has for years hung 
upon, the righteous hath hope in his death ; his reply was, ^* no 
— no— I have no hope— I am sinking deeper and deeper — I am 
lost, lost!" I repeated another with some emphasis, our life is 
hid with Christ in God^ and when Christ who is our life shall 
appear f we also shall appear with him in glory. Oh! with 
what force and terror did he reply, ''no! no! never! never! 
never! I shall never see him in glory — ^it is all a cheat, I thought 
I had been right, but it is a delusion!" Again I told him I 
believed the contrary, and that the Lord would yet appear for 
him ; and leaving a strict injunction with his wife to watch every 
word that came from his lips, we left him and went home. 

''Very early next morning his son brought me his Request 
that I would re- visit him; I immediately arose and with a^^riend 
went to him. When we entered the room, we found his gK^«n- 
ings were ceased, his poor frame no more quivered with anguick 
of mind, and his countenance was perfectly calm. I enquired, 
" well how is it with you now ?" he immediately broke out in 
such joyful strains as these: " O the everlasting love of God!" 
" Satan is rebuked !" The devil told me I was a hypocrite, 
but he was a liar from the beginning!" " There is no change 
in God's love!" " O' my triune Jehovah!" &c. He went on 
in the expression of such joyful exclamations, till my soul was 
filled with astonishment at the condescension of our God and 
Father in fulfilling his word, the righteous hath hope in his deaths 
I remarked, "you are now going to your Father's house; you 
will soon drop this body of sin and death." With what earnest- 
ness did he reply, "that's it! that's it!" and added, "and a 
tempting devil also !" 

" In the morning I called to enquire concerning him, not 
intending to stay just then, when he heard my voice; and al- 
though, before, he could scarcely articulate, he cried out with a 
voice as strong as when he was in health, " that is my master, 
my master! my master!" I ran up stairs to him, and oh! what 
a pleasing sight; with his countenance full of joy, he fiung his 
arm out of bed when he saw me ; I took his hand, with wonder 
and delight at the goodness of God, and he exclaimed, " my 
loving master! my loving master! you have seen my deliverance ! 
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He bid down agpain, I retired, and saw him do mors. About 
Iwo or three hours after he gave two gentle sighs, and his spirit 
fled unto the bosom of him who hadi Said, my sheep shall never 
perish, neither, sh^U any pluck them, out qf my hand, ^ 



Lettee L 

ON THE PLAN OF SALVATION. 

^Concluded from p. 860;^ 

Agreeably to the eternal will, covenant, and oath of the 
Aleim, tl)e Father charged upon the incarnate Son all the sins of 
the chosen. Jesus is the high priest of our profession. He was 
made a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec, by the oath 
of Jehorah, Psalm ex. 4. Heb. y\u 21. As a priest be was or- 
dained by the same sovereign authority to offer one sacrifice for 
bis people; to make atonement for all their sins, and reconcili- 
ation for their iniquities. The sacrifice which he was consecrated 
to o^r was himself,— his whole human nature, in perfect onioD 
with .his divine person. And as under the law, those animals 
which were devoted to suffer death for the sins of the guiltj 
people, had those sins transferred to them, so Jesus, the devoted 
or acc4,^^d one, had at once, by one solemn act of Jehovah, all 
l^he si£ of all the elect transferred to him, and laid upon him. 
All we ^ike sheep have gone astray, and the liord hath laid od 
him the iniquities of us all : and he made him» who kuew no 
sin, to be sin for us. As in the type under the law> the slaugh- 
ter of the substituted animal inevitably followed the transfer Qf 
sin to it, so in the antitype, the impptation of sins to Christ, the 
substitute of sinners, was necessarily followed by his sufiTeriags 
for them. He was delivered for our offences. He was put to 
death in the flesh. He suffered the just for the uojost. He 
was delivered according to the) determinate counsel and fore- 
knowledge of God into the hands of wicked men, and was Jed bj 
them like a lamb to the slaughter. He suffered under the handi 
of divine law and justice. Awake, O sword, said the divine Father, 
acainst my shepherd, against the man that is my fellow; smite 
the sheptierd. It pleased the Lord to bruise him : he nut him 
to grief. He was stricken, smitten of God and afflicted. But 
he was wonnded for our transgressions; he was bruised fur our 
iniquities; the. chastisement of our peace was upon him, and 
with his stripes we are healed. See Rom. iv. 25; Acts ii« 23; 
1 Pet. iii. 18; Isa. v. 9. 

In all his obedience and sufferings, and in all the scenes, of 
his life on earth, the Father, agreeably to his covenant engage- 
ment, was with him to guard and preserve him as man and his 
servant from bis many and malicious foes ; to hold his hand and 
to keep him; to counsel him, and to conduct him in perfect 
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wAfky io ih9 eml of dis gfotiout work. Tbi» tmtli k TaripiiBljr 
•x|)resB«d beth bj Oie Father tnd the Sob. I^ (W MUmi^ 
wmptMxrw* ** ft«t tlMMi ari he that took me out of tbefimiib^: 
ifaoB didst make bm hope fpen ny mother's tbreosts ; I was east 
iipea thee from the wemb; thou ait raj €od Ivom my miother^B 
belly/' Fsalm xidi« ^ la «^ 1 have set theLofd alwaye before toe; 
h» is at iny righ| hand, I shall not be moved." Psahn vi^ 9. ^ Bttt 
I ^m poor and needy, yet the Lord tbttiketh upon m%i thoo art 
mj hdpand my deliverer. Behold, my servant whom I njfdiold-^ 
be shall bring forth judgment to- the genliles« I tie Lord have 
eailed thee in righteousness, and will hold thy hand^ imd witt kte{» 
thae, and give thee for acoveiuinl of the people.?* Jsa. tin. 1, 8. 
** The Lord hath ealled me fk^om the womb» from the bowels of my 
asetker haffa be made mention of my name. And he bath m«fc 
my month like a sharp sword; in the shadow of bis hand hat)i 
be bid me; and made me like a polisbed shaft ; in hie qvifisr 
b«i(b be bid me ; and eaid onto me. Thou art my servant, O Isne}, 
in whom I will be glorified. Then I oaid^ I have laboured in vaiiH 
and spent my strength for nought and in vain, yetaorelymjr 
yni^mevt is ^th the Lend, and my work with my Qod% 1 ohall 
be giorious in the eyes of the Lord, and tny God ebail be oiy 
strength, fhos saitb the Lord, in an acoepeabla time havo I 
beard thee, and in a day of salvation have I helped thee: and I 
wtU prese^'V^ thee, and give thee fov a Govemmt ev purifier of the 
people.'* lea. xHx. 2, 3, 5^ 8.* ** i wiA bless the Lord who both 
given me ooousel. Psalm xvt. 7. *' The Lord Ood hath gi««Q 
me the tongue ef the learned, that I should know bow tii speak o 
woiid in season to him that is weary: he wakenetb morning by 
Morning: he wakenetH my ear to hoar as the loamodi Th(e 
Isiord God hath opened my ear, and 1 was not rebellioos, oeitbeir 
turned away back. 1 gave my back to the omkers^ and a^ 
cheeks to them that plucked olBFthe bair: I hi4 not Hdy face IvoAi 
shame and spitting. For the Lord God will help me, tborefons 
shall I not be confounded: theref(>re I have set my face Hkls a 
flint, and 1 know that I shaH not be ashamed. He is neav tbttt 
juttiieth me, who will contend with me^ Let ns stand together: 
who is- mine adversary? Let him <iome near to me% Behold,, tbo 
Lord God will help me, who is be that will condemn mw^ Lo tiny 
shall all- wax old as a garment : the moth shall eat them« Istti.^K 
4, ft, «, 7, 8, 9. 

When Jesus had completed his work in death the ¥\fttfaet 
raised him from the dead. He would not leelvo bio soul in a 
snfiTering state, nor his body in the grave to see eorrnpiioii. ^ He 
shewed him the path of life.*' Psalm xvi« 10, It, AcU ii. St. 
^^ He sent from above» be took.him, he drew him out of the many 
^asets of his sufferings. He delivered hfim fi*om hie strong enemy, 
deith, and from all them that bated him, and who, after tbey 
hod slain bim, wished and endeavoured to detain him in tb^ 
greve." Psalm xviii. 16, IT. ^' He raised him oot of the horrf- 
VoL. L— No. 13. 3 D 
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ble. pit and the miry clay of bis unequalled sorrows and deep 
detMffiemeiit, and set his foot upon a rock, and established bis 
g;oiog8." Psalm xl. 2. As a reward of his work,^^ The Father 
highly exalted him, and gave him a name which is above every 
name ; that in, or to that name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
of things in heaven, and things on earth, and things under the 
earth : angels, men, and devils : and that every tongue sbould 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father." 
Isa. xlv. 23. Phil ii. 9, 10. 11. Atheists and Deists, Arians 
and Sociniaas, must all bow,— must all confess: bow before his 
glorious omnipotence,— confess his rightful supremacy. Bre- 
.thren look upwards ; see your everlasting lover, and unchangeable 
friend, crowned with glory and honour, sitting at the Father's 
right band in the heavenly place, far above all principalities and 
powers : there he lives, there he reigns, a Prince, a Saviour, with 
all enemies under his exalted feet, all dominion, authority, and 
power in bis hand, ready to hear, ready to receive, and able to 
save to the utmost all who come unto God by him. Hallelujah ! 
Hosannah in the highest! 

Let as now go back and take a view of those gracious acts of 
the Son by which our salvation is accomplished. The goings 
forth of his mind in favour of his people were of old from ever- 
lasting. One with the Father, in essence and in will, he was 
one with him in love. He therefore, entered most fully into the 
whole and every part of bis design to save. He concurred with 
him in the choice of the persons to be saved. And wben the 
Father presented them unto him to be his spouse, be received 
them with infinite delight, and betrothed them to himself in 
loving-kindness, in faithfulness, and for ever. His delights 
were with them— all his delights; and they rejoiced in those 
parts of the earth which He and they were to inhabit. He most 
freely accepted and assumed the office of mediator in all its 
branches, and all its fulness. At the time appointed, called the 
fulness of time, he came forth from the Father, and came into 
the world. The body which the Father ordained and prepared 
for him> he most cheerfully entered and inhabited. **hol I 
come, he said, to do thy will, God, a body hast thou fitted 
me." Heb. x. 5, 6, 7. The church beheld him and heard him 
.from afar, and sang with elevated joy : ** The voice of my beloved! 
behold, he cometb, leaping upon the mountainsj skipping upon 
the hills." With the likeness of sinful flesh he assumed the 
form of a servant, and took the place of his people under the law 
to act as their surety, and pay their debts. Gal. iv. 4 ; Heb. vii. 
.22.. He obeyed on his people's account all the precepts of the 
law, in their full extent. The law found in him all that it re- 
. quired. He magnified it and made it honourable. His obedience, 
brethren beloved of the Lord, is our perfect and everlasting righ- 
teousness. It justifies us completely from all things. The law 
itself pronounces us just^ because, in' our obedient surety, we ate 
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law falfiUers. All believers are styled with .peculiar emphasis-— 
the jast. Heb. x. 38. This is the name by which Jesus will be 
known and called for ever by his people-nJehovah our righteous- 
ness. While he is Jehovah he will be our righteouisness ; and 
we poor, creatures, who are all unrighteou9ness in ourselves, shuU 
be the righteousness of God in him. His personal obedience 
performed on our account is full of weight in the scale of divine 
law. and justice, and it makes us full weight : we are weighed in 
the balance, not aloUe, but with him, and in point of justification 
before our righteous law-giver and judge, we are not found 
wanting. This work of righteousness is peace, and the effects 
of it are qaietness and assurance for ever* When it is revealed- 
in the soul by the divine Spirit it is known spiritually, the heart 
believes in it, the mind receives it and confides in it, and then it 
produces in the mind, in the heart, in the conscience, in the 
whole soul, peace and rest, quietness and assurance of everlast- 
ing life. Rom. v. 1, 2. Heb. iv. 3. 

The glorious Immanuel, full of grace and mercy, most freely 
took upon himself the sins of his people— -all their sins, and 
made them his own. Psalm xl. 12. This, beloved, was acting 
like himself. His acts all bespeak the immensity of his benevo^ 
lence, and the heights and depths of his love ; all with one voice 
proclaim him the helpless sinner*s friend, full of compassion, 
determined and Almighty to save to the uttermost. Of all the 
countless millions of sins of which his chosen are or will be guilty, 
he left not one which he did not assume* Clothed with our trans- 
gressions as with a garment, and compassed about with them as 
with a chain, he presented himself before divine justice to receive 
in our stead the sentence of the law^ and all the punishment 
which we deserved. See him standing in the presence of the 
righteous law-giver and judge, in all our awful guilt, just ready to 
be slain* He has taken his stand between us and all danger of 
destruction, resolved not to quit his ground until he has received 
upon himself the impending storm of divine indignation due to 
us ; and swallowed up sin, and the curse, and death, and destruc- 
tion, in complete and everlasting victory. Stem Justice advances 
and unsheatbs iu flaming sword. Jesus says, here am I— here 
is my body for the body of my people, mj blood for their blood, 
my soul for their souls, my life for their lives: I freely give 
them all; take them, and let my people go. Justice frowns, 
raises its direful arm, and in the full strength of Almighty ven- 
geance smites the shepherd. See, he falls!— he dies! The 
purifier is cut off. — The dreadful, but glorious work is done. 
Hell groans and trembles to its foundation. Heaven rejoices 
to its utmost height — Hallelujah! Salvation and glory in the 
highest! By his life and death he restored that which he took 
not away. He gave to the divine law- and justice, in our names 
and on our account, the hononr of which we had robbed them. 
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Hk d^tk i« wr €o«pliit« runomi %iii Ib^.groftud of olir •rer- 
lasting triampti over nH Ibe poin^ni of ilftrkiMfta^ I ilill laosom 
them, he 6aid» from Ibe^ power of Ibe grove, I wtU cedeem tfaeoi 
from death: O deolh, I will ho tbf plogiite: gtavc|» I will be 
tbjr destroctioa: rep<«taDCO akoH ho hid Itoi^ my eyes. Hot* 
siu, 14. Tbio promiae baa beeit fclfiiled. . When the old aer- 
peot braised the heel of our ImnAiuiel,. he bruised the bead of 
that aoDstet; and loid him in ovefkating .ehaioa, and nuned 
hia intereat iti the ebareh* Ho Jolali|jr destrojod the atiog of 
death for all the ekct; agad being made perfeel throOgh aoffering, 
he became the author of eternal aahration to all them who obey 
bim^ 

N«w beheld him rising from the dead. He could oot be held 
in the bands of death, he broke Ihem aaonder by his own ^U 
mighty power. His veanrreetion wao his own glorious act. He 
left the tomb in God-liko mi^ty, travelling in the grisatneas Of 
his strength ; and shewed at onee the weskness of his enemies, 
and his own alUanffieieney to aate all hia people out of their 
h^nds. If they oould not detmn him wh^n he was dead, how 
can they withstand him now be liveth? Becanae he Uvea, bro- 
threo, rejck^-^-heeauso he Uvea, we aball live alao. Having given 
hia commands to bis disciples, and settled the afibirs of hia king- 
dom on earthi he ascended up to. bis heavenly throne, wh^re he 
lives and reigns, to gather to himself and to raise to his own im* 
mortal glot^ his redeemed from all the enda of the earthy and 
out of the deepoat depths of Uieir aina and.loiaeriea. When ho 
ascended on high he led captivity itself captive, and received 
gifts for men, even for the rebelli4Ma, that the Lord God migit 
dwell among them. He appeaca in. the presence oi hia Father 
for ua aa our High Priest and righfteoiis advocate to intercede for 
IIS, and plead onr cause ( wid Imviog received of the FaUier the 
promise of the Holy Ghost, he ahods him down abundantly npon 
his people. 

Lei us now for o Utile while leave the RedeeaAer in his jglory^ 
and eo^template the Holy Ghent in the dignity of hia person, 
end the g^tj and importanea of his office and works. This 
4bio t td person is one of the Aleun, the uncreated setf^xistent 
Three itt covenant to save man* Ho is in persoai dearl|r diatinct 
from the Father and the Son; bnt in esaeftce one with them, 
posaesiai^ e^toalLy with them every uncreated and infinite 
encellency. As a dii^ne persoA» and a party iti the glorious 
covenant Of aalvation, ho emkored. fully into the divine design, 
ond asaumoi an office easential to the completion of the par- 
posea of infiaite love, distinct indeed from thole of the Father 
and the Son, hvit uniting with them, to give the fuHeat effect to 
the sublime scheme of aovereigti grace, and to raise all the eho* 
aen seed to ahsdute perfoction and everlasting bliss. This 
infinitely glorioul and ev^-adoraUe pemop engaged with an 
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oadiu to ff%rhrm in evtry iDdindiial ^f Um ekatiM el grace^ tk» 
yi$oA •{ reig^eneration, by means of which th^y would all. bo leMH 
ralod and distit^fttisbod (torn Ibo world^^r^eoiftoil^ lo Goa— 
broMgbt near unto hi<a in apiritua) ktiowMg^k faith* lovo^ and 
froo obedtence, rendered capable of boidinff eounaaiiion with 
him* ^ni of. sernng him in the beantiee of holia^ts, and beiof^ 
iMikde perfectly meet for the ioherilanee of the aaints of light. 

Seat by ibe Father and So* the dime Spirit eaters tbe Teaeele 
of iMerey^ who instantly beoone hie leeiphst, aad rspositoriea of 
his pfecioHs iVaifs* He begins his good work, which be never 
relinqnishee ««til the soul in which it is began is Ireosferred 
from earth to heaTen* He creates in them a natare truly spirit 
taal and divine ; and imparts to them spiritoal light and life« 
These produce spiritual sight and sense. Conviction of ain is 
the consequence. The enlightened and emancipated sinners sea 
and feel their guilt and pdlution, their condemnation and misery; 
and like the dry bones in Ectekiel's vision* begin, to shake. Sen** 
sible that they have transgressed the divine law in every point 
— 4hat they have incurred its dreadful penalty—- that they jostlv 
deserve the curse and wrath of God-«th4^ they are wretched* 
and helpless, and miserable* and blind* and naked* they are filled 
wiih dieme and grief: anguish and deep ooticern for their saU 
Tation are seen in their countenances and deportment. But* alais ! 
they are totally at a lees. They know not which way to look 
fgr salvation. If they turn to the broken law* that breathed 
aothing but destructioo^f to their own worke*. thev are all 
^polluted* and can nnly incretse their gnilt. If they. look into 
their own hearts le see if they can find Some token for good 
there* behoM a meet frightful hell bf wickedness is there* the 
sight of which eonfoonds them» Despondency invades their 
minds* and despair stands ready to enter. What shall we do to 
be savcfd* is the earnest and reiterated language of their hearts. 
The divine Spirit^ who raised thii cry in their eonls* answers it« 
** This is a faithful ssying* and worthy of all acceptation* that 
Christ Jesus came into &e world to snve sinners. Behold the 
Lamb of God* thet taketh away the sin of the World. Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ* and thou shidt he aavdl." With this 
merciful instruction^ he diffuses additicmal light into their minds^ 
and reveals Christ and his salvation in them* Thie htt gives the 
knowledge of Christ as the Saviour of sinners* full of.grace and 
truth* of mercy and power. He assures them that Jesus waa 
appointed* and sent* and Areely given by the Father to sai'e the 
chief of sinners; that he came and Areely gave himself to be their 
Saviour; that he has performed the great work of salvation; 
made peace by the blood of his cross* overcome the sharpness 
of death* and opened the kingdom bf heaven to all believers ; 
and Ihat he is always witling and able to save all* the vilot toot 
excepted* who come to him to be saved4 By the application tsf 
the word of truth to thett hearts^ by the revehitioii of Christ in 
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theio, aod by his own transformiog operations upon their minds, 
the Holy Spirit fully reconciles them to God and the g^ospel 
method of salvation, and makes them willing to be saved by free 
and sovereign grace in Christ Jesus. He causes them to re- 
nounce self-righteousness, and cast it from them as a filthy rag, 
with every thing of their own; to embrace Jesus in faith and 
love; to make a voluntary surrender of themselves to him to be 
his for ever; and to rely upon him, his obedience and sufferings, 
his mercy and his power, for all their salvation, and for peace with 
God. He teaches and enables them to live by faith upon Christ 
and his fulness, looking for the blessed hope, and the glorious 
appearing of the great God our Saviour. Thus he delivers them 
from the powers of darkness and the dominion of sin, and ushers 
them into that glorious and happy state of eternal communion 
with the Father, the Son, and himself, to which they were or- 
dained before the foundation of the world. This, brethren, is 
the beginning of their bliss. In this highly honourable and 
happy state of communion with the sacred Three, they live on 
earth, walking with God in faith and love, and in righteousness 
and holiness before him, till mortality is swallowed up of life. 
When their souls, thus prepared, leave their houses of day, 
they are raised by the Holy Trinity to the heavens to be for ever 
with the Lord. There perfectly free from sin^ they rest undis- 
turbed, in the bosom of eternal love. When the divine persons 
have gathered to themselves in glory all the souls- of the elect, 
from the four quarters of the world, then will the end come. 
Jesus will then appear the second time without sin unto salva- 
tion. Q, the grace which will then be brought, to all them who 
long for his appearing ! He will then save all the bodies of his 
people, from under the arrests of death, and from all corruption 
and deformity. He will raise them in immortality and glory. 
He will fashion them like his own most glorious body, to flourish 
in immortal youth and beauty, health and vigour. He will then 
re-unite them to their souls, and present them together to his 
Father, without spot or blemish, as the Father's chosen, his own 
redeemed, and the Spirit's sanctified ones. Thus will liie salva- 
tion of the church be consummated by the divine Trinity : all her 
members will be fully and eternally delivered by the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost, from sin, from satan, from death, from 
the grave, from all afflictions, infirmities, and sorrows ; and 
raised to endless perfection, glory, and felicity. Then will the 
Son deliver up the kingdom to the Father, and God will be all 
in all. Even so, come Lord Jesus, come. 



FRAGMENT. 
The Holy Ghost must shine, upon your graces, or you'll not' 
be able to see them; and. your good works must, shine upon 
ydur faith,: or your neighbours will not be able to see it. 
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A Rejutation of the SentimerUs of the Rev. Isaiah Bikt, « On the 

System of Theology^ taught by the Rev. Dr. Hawker," &c. 

(In a Series of Letters to a Brother in the Faith.) 



No. IV. 



My dear Brother ^ 

Mr. BiRT entitles his fourth section, << Dr. Hawker defective 
in his Statements on the Ministry qf the GospeL^^ In introdacing 
it he says, that he and the Doctor, * on the personality and agency 
of the Holy Spirit, are agreed.* Now it is already proved, that 
on this subject he is as far removed from the Doctor, as is the 
northern from the southern pole: and if it be thought sufficient 
evideoce to that effect has not been advanced in former letters; 
it will be found 'ere long that an abundance may be poured iu, 
from what farther remains to be noticed. The two pages of 
extracts, from Dr. Hawker's writings, which follow, containing 
a sufficiently ample justification of that part of his ministry 
now objected to, it is unnecessary to copy in full; and it will be 
seen, his opponent's objections are too futile to demand much 
notice. A striking inconsistency is immediately apparent, in 
his attempt to repel the argument contended against. While 
quibbling at what he calls < unscriptural circumscribed,' in the 
Doctor's mode of preaching the gospel, and ' very defective in 
his representations of the gospel ministry ;' as proceeding from 
* uniform inattention to the moral government of God ;' not so 
niuch as one thought is expressed on the condition, by nature, 
of those to whom the Doctor refuses to offer Christ, or to per- 
suade to the exercise of living faith. 

He goes on, occupying several pages more, with the matter 
of fact statements, that the work of the Spirit and the word of 
truth, are rendered conducive to the best interests of man, by 
the use of means and instruments; that even the inspired re- 
cords themselves were given by instruments; that means and 
instruments are wholly inefficient in themselves, — the ministers 
of the gospePs sufficiency being of God ; that it is required of 
them that they give themselves wholly to their work,— that they 
are und^r the highest responsibility.; that Christianity loosens 
no previous ties to either God or man; that obligation always 
keeps pace with privilege, — the greater the privilege, the 
stronger the obligation, &c. 

The truth of these, with much more that is given of the 
same kind, is granted. But does Dr. Hawker deny their cor- 
rectness ? Yea, do not his daily, his hourly pursuits, correspond 
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with the highest estimate that can be pat on tlio«e positioQS ? 
Let them re^ly who kiio«F less ef hhn Hlan bis opponent' liW ! - 
It.would ta p990iic 8tf<i^g«^WQre lb<^ luil % evmstlnnihat 
our author should observe, " Dr. Hawlter seldsiin alludes to 
either means or instruments, when treating on the agency and 
work of the Spirit." The fact is, it is the iubordmate eharac^ 
ier he attaches to means and instruments^ that Mr. Birt is 
displeased with : and unless he is prepared to prove the Doctor 

e, hk ' 



renounces or despises their use, his unjust conclusion i 
to just— nothing. Yet, be it obsenred, Uiough it is worthless in 
the shape of argument ; it contains a roost un€hd«fi«i sitei#B, 
whieh u eanfassed dosely will, 1 apprehend, turn n^th tenibld 
point, and with truth, on its tnthor. Let it be aNowed llitl 
Mr« Birt is a diligent observet of the mean^ be ooasiAera jn»* 
tifiable, and an approver of the huiruments he nUudet tot 
at tho same time, let it be acknewledgedi that Dr. Hftwker is 
indefatigable in the adoption and use of those h^ sanotioiis: and 
what is the palpable inference? As has been argued onAe 
subject of law^so here, th« nnsoplnstieated state e# the case is^ 
— that no undefinable mark divides the two partien in tkeir 
mws of the question. The light of heaven is not mote obvioas 
to the natural sense, than is that dark Hne which aepnmteo the 
two opinions to the spiritual understanding. 

The Doctor quoted on the system of < evangeli^il ministMS^* 
who endeavour, he says, ** to gain upon the hearts of thdf 
hearers^ by humane persuasion, oflers of Christ.*' So fat 
from denying this to be the fact, Mr. Birt nnderlakea to jaalifr 
the practice, on the principle of the moral g^vemmem of Ood, 
und those obligations which it necessarily inmohes^ 

Now, it comports with God^s morikl government, in the dis- 
pensation of the gospel, that innumerable sweet and preeiovi 
invitations are given to the sons of men; but it is deciarsd of 
every man, that by nature he is dead in trespasses assd sinsi 
tberelbre they are those he hath quickened into spiritual life, 
who are invited to partake of Hving provisions. Ave Tttn 0ba0 
invited to live ? It comports with Ood*9 moral gov6fiiaient» 
that his sent servants knowing the terror of the hofd^ persuadi 
men ; but it is written, cursed is eter^ one that eontinmeth mot 
in aU things which are ioritten in the book of the law to do 
them : therefore none but those for whom the Lord Jeans beeame 
a eursCy are encouraged to hope in his meroy. Will moral 
suasion extricate the coHBeMNSD ? It oomports With the 
moral government of God, that his ministers exhort that 
hearers, behold the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin 
of the world; but through the transgression, the whole bnman 
fStee is itivolved in the blackness of spiritual darkness: there- 
fore, they whose eyes are opened to see, or whose understandii^ 
is enlightened to seek after Christ, are the peisona exhorted* 
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Can the blind be persuaded to see ? It comports with the moral 
governHieDt of- God, that his ministers should, as oar Lord him- 
self did, charge the hearers of the gospel. Repent ye, and believe 
the gospel — Except ye repent^ ye shall likewise peri^A— clearly 
indicating the means by which they come to a knowledge of the 
truth; hot repentance and faith are blessings granted unto God's 
Israel: therefore that which is promised by way of voluntary gift, 
must be conferred previously to an ability being possessed to bring 
it into exercise. Was man ever argued into an interest in Christ? 
It comports with the moral government of God, that he should com- 
mand his servants, Go out into the highways and hedges^ and 
compel them to come in that my house may be filled ; but our. 
Lord saith. No man can come to me except the Father which 
hath sent me draw him ; therefore, the servants directions are. 
Bring in hither the poor, and the maimed, and the halt 9 and the 
blind I — these are they from the streets and lanes of the city, 
from the highways and hedges, whom the Father hath drawn* 
And do all men know that they are poor, and maimed, and halt, 
and bUnd ? 
To the ministers of truth who are favoured with such an un- 

' dei^tanding as this, of * the sovereign and moral government of. 

^ God,' it will occasion no surprise that Mr. Birt, uniting them 

with Dr. Hawker, should say of them, — ^* Their unchastened 

' ** minds will not suffer them, with humility and meekness, to 
** believe and respect both the sovereign and moral government 
** of God, by submitting to the obedience of faith." And that 

' they make ^* their own conceptions and systems the standard 

^* of their decision, rather than surrender themselves with child- 
** like simplicity to the revelation which God has given of him* . 

' ** self in his word !" 

? That the natural powers of the mind are capable of being im- 

i pressed into a belief of the divine records, and into such * obedi- 

i ence of faith' as our author contends for, is indisputable. The 

; millions of persoi^s comprised in the term, Christendom, decide 

the fact. That the carnal understanding of multitudes is brought 

I under the impression of religious feeling, and, as a consequence, 

f the lives and characters of very many are reformed and converted, 

is abundantly evident. But what have these changes and convic- 
tions to do with the work of regeneration ? or, with the fruits of 

I the Spirit, which shoot forth from the seed of grace, and spring 

up unto eternal hfe ? 

! The voice of God by the external call is sufficiently powerful 

to make all men give credence to the truths of the gospel ; and 
this it is their duty to do : but it is the voice of God by his 

I internal' caU, which is alone effectual to speak into action .the 

divine principle he hath imparted : and this it is their privilege 
freely to receive ! . 

, Our author goes on to say very justly— justly, for the scrip- 

VoL. L— No* 13. 3 E 
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tores have said it before him — ^that the Holy Spirit is emphaticallf 
styled * the Comforter ;' bat he adds very unjustly^ and that in 
a greater degree, inasmuch as it is he who says it ; (and long 
after this controversy has ceased, will the name, Birt, stand 
before the church as synonimous with unfairness and injustice)—- 
he says, ** Who more officiously invsides the office of the Holy 
<* Spirit than Dr. Hawker ?" This interrogatory results from 
the view the writer takes of the following observation of the 
Doctor's :—'* To preach the gospel and proclaim salvation in 
** the audience of all sinners, is the province of all faithful minis- 
" ters — ^that here are the limits of human powers — that no man 
** can go farther — that to persuade to the acceptation of Christ, 
'* would be an invasion of the office of the Holy Spirit. To preach 
'* Christ is their province — to persuade to the acceptation of 
** Christ is his." And Mr. Birt further thinks he 'might na- 
turally ask,* whether the Doctor has a special power delegated to 
him by the Almighty for these purposes? He addresses Dr. 
Hawker as * the champion of sovereign acts of grace,' and again 
asks, ' whether there is a. province assigned to the ministers of 
the gospel, distinct and separate from the agency^ and influences 
of the Holy Spirit ?' And adds, that the * evangelical brethren 
would deprecate their having any separate province of their 
own.' 

Now what does all this amount to ? Mr. Birt herein, and in 
much more that he has written, believing the Doctor's sentiment 
tends to under-rate the responsibilities of a minister of the gos- 
pel, and forgetting that the Doctor equally includes himself in 
the statement, (as quoted above) he carries his argument to the 
most absurd and unwarrantable extreme. Twisting such passages 
as these into his ser^'ice — ** I have begotten you through the 
gospel," — '^ Workers together with God," Sec. he aims to do that 
which, were it allowed him, might raise the objects of his adula- 
tion to the very pintiacle of pride and vain glory ; whence, if not 
withheld by the same power and grace which withstood the 
lempter in the wilderness, they would hurl themselves head- 
long. 

In contra-distinction from the Doctor, he strives with all his 
ingenuity in the compass of several pages, to prove, that the 
limits of human powers do not cease when the gospel is preached, 
and that ministers can and ought to go farther than merely to 
proclaim salvation in the audience of all sinners ! That to per- 
suade to the acceptation of Christ is not the office of the Holy 
Spirit exclusively,— -and that that sacred office is not invaded, 
when ministers persuade ^all sinners' to the acceptation of Christ! 
These, the legitimate inferences from Mr. Birt's extended remarks 
in his fourth section^ might be multiplied ; but having entered 
somewhat fully into the subject, in a former part of this letter, 
I leave them in their present shape. 
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No part of the book already noticed contains such a display of 
puerility as page 46 and 47, were our author with the homhast 
ef childhood, in a long slicing of interrogatories enquires, **Are 
** we to learn from Dr. Hawker, that the knowledge of the gos- 
** pel is acquirecf, and its ministry executed merely by human 
<' powers ? Will he teach us that the ministers of the gospel 
** are sufficient for their wolrk of themselves, and that all their 
*< sufficiency is not of God ?'* Again — ** Not one of the evan- 
** gelieal ministers would dare to ascribe so much to human pow-^ 
** ers, as in this instance is attributed to them by the Doctor 
** himself." Now will it be believed that * this instance* is no 
other than the quotation which has been animadverted on? and 
it stands, according to Mr. Birt*s arrangement, precisely as fol- 
lows:-**** That to preach the gospel and proclaim salvation in the 
'* audience of all sinners, is the province of all faithful ministers 
^* — ^that here are the limits of human powers— ^that no man can 
** go ferther— that to persuade to the acceptation of Christ, 
^ ^^ would be an invasion of the office of the Holy Spirit. To 

^ '* preach Christ is their province, to persuade to the acceptation 

3 <^ of Christ is his." 

' After this, it is not surprising our author should consider, 

that the Doctor views moral agency and sovereign grace as 

incompatible with each other ; but to crown all, he quotes and 

perverts several precious scriptures in endeavouring to prove, 

t. that the Doctor neglects an important branch of his duty, for 

id want of having recourse to his grand panacea^ ** Moral go- 

▼BftNMBivTl" A short notice of each of those passages must 

is oljMe the letter. 

IB Ist. The time isJUlfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; 

repent ye, and believe the gospel. The divine speaker of these 
-. words batli also said elswhere, / tell you^ except ye repetit, ye 

shall all likewite perish. Dr Hawker, and every raithful minis- 
ter of Christ, assert the same, whenever they preach Christ as the 
ope only ordinance of Heaven for the salvation of man. When 
told, that there is none other name under heaven given among men 
y^ whereby We most be saved; hUnd reason is capable of deducing 

the pla'in inference, — there is salvation, complete salvation, in 
f^ Christ. But ministers are not justified in exhorting sinners, 

indiscriminately 9 to the exercise of a principle which is bestowed 
^ by discriminating grace. 2nd. Twill go %n the strength of the 

'^'j Lord God: I toill make mention of thy righteousness^ even of 

^ thine only. Mr. Birt has the credit of referring here to a sweet 

;, poi^n; but that it is in pointy by way of reproof to Dr. Hawker, 

;,'. IS rather more than doubtful. 3rd, Doth not wisdom cry; and 

understanding put forth her voicef Unto you, O men, I call; 
and my voice is to the sons cf men. O ye simplcy understand 
^ wisdom: and, ye fools , be ye of an understanding heart. And, 

; who, of the sons of men, need the wisdom which is from above? 



> 
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but such as the heavenly Teacher hath made siMPtfi. ** Wisdom 
hath builded her house — she hath furnished her table— she crieth 
upon the highest places of the city, tohoio is simple let him 
turn in hither /" And, who, of the sons of men, know that 
they are fools? but such as are taught to seek knowledge and 
understanding, of the only wise God our Saviour. These too^- 
faring men^ though fools, shaU not err* fiut there can be 
neither wisdom nor understanding displayed, in addressing such 
cheering invitations to any other characters than these. 4th, God 
now commandeth all men every where to repent. When the 
mighty conqueror dethrones the enemy, who by nature holds the 
soul in captivity, then will he bring the new man. of the heart 
into willing obedience to his sceptre. But, doth the Kiqg of 
Israel demand brick, where he hath not provided straw ?— rdoth 
our God expect a corrupt fountain will yield pure streams? Can 
the Jig tree, bear oUve berries? either the vine figs. When 
the hour is come, in which the commanding voice of Him who 
is the resurrection and the life is heard, the dead shall hear the 
command of the Son of God : and they that hear shall live ! Then, 
and not till then, will the sinner take with him words, and turn to 
the Lord! Then, and not till then, will he pray in truth and since- 
rity, take away all iniquity, and receive me graciously/ Men of aU 
nations, and kindreds, and tongues, all men every where, are here- 
by told it is by repentance, if they come at all that they turn to 
the Lord. The whole book of God is the warrant for all men to 
believe the true record: but God's special command, must pre- 
cede each individual instance of ^the operation of living faith. 
bth. Whosoever will, let him take of the water of life freely. 
Blessed invitation, of the Spirit and the Church ! whosoever is 
empowered to take of the rich provisions of the gospel — ^let him 
take-<-and take freely. Yea, whosoever will'^-whosoever of the 
condemned children of Adam, who in their unregenerate state 
will not come that they may have life, — whosoever are made 
willing in the day of divine power— /€f him take qf the water of 
l\fe freely. • . 

Does Mr Birt deem it, * evangelical,' in the plain meaning of 
the term, to pursue a system which tantalizes the world Uiat 
lieth in wickedness? The passages just noticed, and several 
others whose gospel sense is obvious, the antagonist of Dr. Haw- 
ker brings forward as evidence in support of the popular method 
by which ** wooing and winning words" are adopted, to . gain 
souls to Christ. And what is it but tantalizing them, to Udk, 
as he does, of ' compasionate solicitude,' of * virarm affection/ 
and of * most tender compassion to his erring fellow creatures ?' 
Is not God's command to his ministers. Thou shalt speak my 
words unto them, whether they wUl hear, or whether they will 
forbear : for they are most rebellious. 

The kindlier feelings of humanity, where nature and duty call 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



OB, saint's TEEASURY. 405 

them ioto full exercise, afford a pleasing display of what man 
towards man ought ever to be : but the faithful servant of God 
while he gives place to no one, in an exhibition of moral excel- 
lency, will execute the duty required of him towards the unre- 
generate, irrespectively of the fragile bond which unites man to 
his fellow. The love of God shed abroad in the heart, as it goes 
out in love towards them he ministers unto, will fix itself on those 
whom he loves in the Lord. 

I am, my dear Brother, 
Your's, for the Lord's and his truth's sake, 

ELAM. 



ORIGINAI. ESSAYS. 



IX. 



ON FAITH. 



It is perfectly natural that the unregenerate mind should spurn 
at the very idea of a principle, whose origin and operations are 
independent of human power or wisdom: and whether the un- 
enlightened character be found among professors of the gospel, 
or revilers of the name of Christ, the same heart-enmity is 
evidenced, though by different means. That the prolific press 
has teemed with treatises, and the pulpit furnished innumerable 
discourses, variously opposed to this sentiment will be allowed. 
Indeed, such opposition, may be considered as incidental to the 
rapid march, and extension of human knowledge ; for as the 
means are supplied and cultivated for the advancement of worldly 
wisdom, of consequence, each subject of enquiry will command 
an attention proportioned to its presumed importance. And of 
subjects of moment it is indisputably certain, that those are 
more likely to ensure the enquirers notice, which are opposed to 
deep-rooted pre-possessions, or pre-conceived opinions. Just such 
a subject is that presented now for notice. 

If the enquiry were to relate only to modes and systems of 
faith, the ensuing observations might be disputed by the advo- 
cates and partizans of each succeeding body, whose creed was 
commented on ; and probably it would be found, that but few 
could acquiesce with the writer in his statements. It will be 
more profitable to contemplate the faith, to which but one class 
of persons yield implicit credence ; and they may be found, in 
the characters described as, " Strangers scattered abroad,"— 
who are not confined to the boundaries of human invention ; but 
whose habitation is fixed, and whose lot is cast in the right, the 
appointed, place and period, throughout the habitable globe. 
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The like precious faith of the church at larg^, is expressly 
called by an apostle, the froit of the Spirit. It is denominated 
by some diTines, the life of God in the sonl. It is one of the 
attributes of the new nature bestowed at regeneration ;— 4s in 
itself pure as the source whence it originates,— a principle, holy 
as the new life within, whence it issues* It is God's work, 
wrought within the soul, working both to will and to do of his 
own good pleasure. 

From this explicit and scriptural view of the faith of God's 
elect, it might be considered inexpedient to turn ; even though 
to cast but a glance at the worse than heathenish system of duty- 
faith, which obtains in the churches ; and yet by placing them 
in contrast, the superiority of the former may be more fully 
illustrated, and the deceptive qualities of |he latter, rendered 
more obvious to an unestablished enquirer. If the pearl of 
great price* were given by Him with whom are all the riches of 
wisdom and understanding, as a reward for seeking; what be- 
comes of the sovereign and gracious purpose, that in seeking 
their is great reward ? But, answerable to the condition of all 
men by nature, the Prophet exclaims, and the Apostle reiterates, 
concerning rebellious Israel, / was found of them that sought 
me not; I was made manifest unto them that asked not after 
me ! And is the Lord's language, expressed by his servants, 
less applicable now ? Who hath heard of, and received Christ, 
but him to whom the arm of the Lord is revealed f Who are 
possessed of saving faith, and living on the Author and Finisher 
of faith, but they to whom it is given to believe in Him ? Who 
seek after the object of faith, but they diat are previoasly^btciu^ 
of Him who is sought ? Who are disposed to ask^ of Him who 
giveth liberally to M who approach, bat they in whom the grace 
of faith is first manifested f 

The operations gf the faith of Crod's eleet, have been strik- 
ingly exemplified by the acting of the principle of natund life. 
Thie power of Jehovah is displayed, in bringing into being the 
vital jMrmeiple t the power of Jehovah is reqnired, to give ex- 
istence to living faith. As the babe in nature, is brought forth 
in weakness and sorrow ; so the babe in grace, bursts from the 
wondb of sin and corruption, weakly and sorrewfuL The 
spiritual principle gives evidence of its properties, by meaas in 
many respects similar to those exercised by the infant Hten^. 
The first token, of the new birth, is that sincere and earnest ex- 
pression of the spiritual wants of the soul, sp<4en of by the 

Mr, Hart has admirably expreised the same idea, in the foUowing verse : 

This pearl of price no works can claim. 

He that finds this, is rich indeed ; 
This pore, white stone, ooataios a name, 

Which none but who necEivs can read. 
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Lord concerning his Jacobs^ where he saith, ihey shall com^ 
with weeping ;— and tbeoce-forward, with supplications will I 
lead them. Their names being before of olcj written among, 
they are thus ushered into the presence of, the living in Jeru* 
salem. 

Weeping*faith is the characteristic of a large portion of the 
Lord's redeemed. And surely if there be one view which Jesus 
has, of his family in the wilderness, more gratefnl to the bowels 
of his tender mercies than another, must it not be in the cogni- 
zance he takes of the vast amount of them who are new born in 
the kingdom of grace ? Our adored Lord would not, indeed, 
continue so many of his beloved ones, so long in their baby-hood, 
were not his mediatorial delights transcendantly great, in arrang** 
ing for and managing their nurture and admonition. Shall it 
be said with truth, that the joy in heathen over one that is new-' 
born, is more than over ninety and nine who have passed the 
second birth? and may it not be conceived, Uiat our Jesus, 
who is the Crown of heaven's bliss, triumphs more gloriously 
in these, the multiplied dis|^ays of his new creating grace? 
The feeblest saint will cheerfully subscribe to the truth, that the 
Lord's arrangements in behalf of his family, are such as secute 
to himself as much glory as divine wisdom can demand er re- 
ceive.— And if the Lord will, that the babe$ should ever be more 
numerous than the fathers. Oh ! what unceasing cause have 
they to exult in the thought, 4hat his paternal eye is eirer watch- 
ful over the persons and interests of his dear little ones : for be 
hath declared his special regard is towards **Thie bruised reed,'' 
—lest it be broken ! yea, of ^*The smoking flax" he hath said, 
it shaU not be quenched ! And it might form a source of cheer- 
ing recollection, that if they abound not in coitfototofi,*— they 
do abound in company. 

But it would ill accord with the design of these papers, to 
rest an argument for instruction and consolation, on circum- 
stances in the divine life so often involved in bitter and distreas- 
ful feelings. Weak faith should be directed to those rich sourest 
of supply, which are provided for her immediate and pressing 
necessities. In our glorious Lord's address to bis church, by 
his servant Isaiah, Ixvi. we have this most gracious apostrophe, 
(throughout whichy the before^named endearing figure is adopted) 
'^Shall 1 bring to the birth, and not came to bring forth f 
saith the Lord : shall I cause to bring forth, and shut the wdmb ? 
saith thy God. R^oice ye wHh Jerusalem, all ye that lave her; 
then ye'may suck^ and be satisfied with the breasts ^ ker canm > 
solsLtums I And need the spirited babe be told where these 
full breasts are to be found ? The figure here, as indeed every 
representation of things spiritual, falls far, far short, of thtrt > 
which is represented. The infant must of necessity be pu4 io 
the breast ; for the tenderest accents of persuasion on the pait 
of maternal love will aa yet be heard unheeded. But the babe 
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in grace may be told of his consolations ; and he cannot faii to 
comprehend, in some degree, whence he is famished with the 
boanteous supply. Yes, they are the breasts of her eonsola* 
tions / All the nutritious provisions set before the charch :— 
the everlasting consolations of the promises, — ^the gracioas dis- 
play of invitations,— and every sovereign declaration of love. 
To tell such an one, of the exceeding great and precious stores 
of mercy provided for him, is truly sweet. And Oh ! how 
winning to the spiritual affections to hear the lisping tones, and 
the stammering expression of the wants, of such a babe as this ! 
Can yon say too mnch,— -nay» can you say enough, at such sea- 
sons,— -either in praise of the wonderons provider, or in behalf of 
the dear suppliant ? 

Onr gracious Lord continues the condescending address, — 
That ye may milk out, and be delighted, with the abundance of 
her glory / Condescending indeed ! Here are displayed, not 
only the acts of divine grace in making the provision, and in 
bringing the recipient to partake thereof; but, — ^all glory to our 
covenant God !— the very power which is bestowed and called 
into exercise for that purpose, is denominated the receiver's own! 
That ye may milk out. Though they have no wisdom to guide 
them to the means of consolation ; though they have no strength 
to draw in the spiritual beverage: He giveth power to the faint, 
and to them f Aa^ have no might he increaseth strength. Hence 
it is, that they milk o^ and are delighted; and hence it is, that 
all who love Jernsalem, refoice with her in the brruts of her 
consolations, and in the abundance of her glory. 

Ye babes of Christ! never forget whence yon derive the 
strength to cry after, and to apply to your Lord. Recollect who 
He is that giveth power to the faint; and who they are that 
receive strength. Will the sweet words be ever effaced from 
your memories? To them thai have no might he increaseth 
strength. If weak faith still hang on these breasts of consola- 
tions, you cannot err ; and thongh you may not be enabled to 
take such full draughts as you desire, remember, that while it is 
your privilege to recline there, your Lord determines the times 
and the portions of refreshing from his presence, when ye shall 
suck, (as saith the glorious feeder of his family) and when ye 
shall be borne upon the sides, and when ye shall be dandled upon 
the knees. For again he saith, **b» one whom his mother com- 
forteth, so will I comfort you ; and ye shall be comforted in 
Jerusalem." And yet again he saith, both in the Psalms and in 
the Gospels, that little faith may know her privileges under the 
new dispensation, are the same as her brethren enjoyed under the 
0^,— «^ out of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou (Jehovah) 
hast perfected praise.'* Blessed be the Lord God, the God of 
Israel ! and blessed be his glorious name for ever / Amen and 
amen. 

(Tliifl subject will be reramed shortly.) 
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REVIEW. 
— ♦•- 

Tlie Believer^ s Treasury: or the Union^ ConsanguiniiUj and Affin 
of Christ and his Churchy illtutrated in the ItghJt of Scripture, ^^ 
the late James Rblly. A new edition. Juoy an Essay on the 
ApositoUc manner of preaching the GospeL By the same Author 9 
2s. Sd. Paternoster Row. 

(Concladed from page 381.) 

The writer of the Treatise has not laid the basis of his sub- 
ject, in the equal love of the Eternal Three in Jehovah. In his 
attempt to honor the character of Christ, he neglects the glory 
due to the Son of God ; who with the Father and the Holy Ghost, 
the covenant God of the Church, devised the stupendous means 
by which they should unitedly be glorified. For an understand- 
ing of the person of Christ, it is required of us in the Scrip- 
tures, that we consider the second Person in Jehovah as having 
engaged in covenant to unite himself to human nature. Not by 
the appointment of the Father, alone; nor irrespectively of the 
will of the Lord the Spirit. 

Such language as this, at the opening of the subject,—**^ that 
God has, from mercy and love to mankind, punished sin in the 
person of his Son Jesus Christ," is not calculated to lead to a 
scriptural contemplation of the blissful verity, Union io Christ. 
But we should not stop to take exceptions at these terms, were 
we not convinced, by a careful perusal of the whole Treatise, that 
the writer pursues his subject on the questionable principle con-> 
veyed therein. 

He has written admirably on, Adam, Aaron, the vine, the 
human body, a building, and marriage-union, as types and 
figures of the mystical union subsisting between Christ and his 
Church ; but as in the instance above-referred to, so here, the 
entire exclusion of the personal engagements of the Holy Ghost 
to reveal each endearing view, has thrown so deep a shade over 
each particular representation, that the picture is completely 
spoiled. But it is incumbent on us to advance some proof to 
this effect. On the consolation arising from the grace of union 
with Christ, Mr. R. writes : — 

<< As the promise is to sach who confess and forsake their sin, it is 
fulfilled upon as in Jesus ; all the promises of God being in him yea, and 
in him, Amen. There have we, with all the prayers and supplications, 
strong crying and tears, which Jesus offered in the days of his flesh, con- 
fessed our sins nnto God ; and where he, having purged our sin, appeared 
the second time without sin unto salvation, we have eternally rorsakeu 
them ; therefore we appea] unto the faithfulness of him who hath pro- 
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we need not raise an argument against this sentiment, while we 
can refer to the words of the Holy Ghost, Godly sorrow workeih 
repentance unto salvation not to be repented of; the frnits of 
which are so sweetly marked in the Corinthian believers, in these 
words: — '* Behold this self-same thing, that ye sorrowed after a 
godly sort, what carefulness it wrought in you, yea, what clear* 
in^ of yourselves, yea, what indignation, yea, what fear, yea, 
whajt vehement desire, yea, what zeal !" 

Of his ideas on faith, a lamentable instance is af!brded in the 
following: 

''Thus faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God ; 
benc«, I would cry onto the ends of the earth, your warfare is accom- 
plished, your iniquity is pardoned ! you, who are lovers of pleasure, 
pursuing the lust of the eye, .the Inst of the flesh, and the pride of lift, as 
the highest, chiefest good ; wherefore will you spend your money for that 
which is nought, and your labour for that which satisnethnot? wherefore 
will yon thirst after vanity, and attempt filling your belly with the east 
winij ? the tiord your God, hath given you a land flowing with milk and 
honey, beauty, honours, riches, length of days, wisdom, strength, perfec- 
tion of righteousUess, holiness, and liberty unlimited, all divine, all eternal, 
all heavenly, glorious, are yours iu Jesus; whose riches are unaearchabk*'' 
—p. 69. 

This subject will require closer attention when we come to the 
Appendix. The last quotation we can make most he from p. 72^ 

*' Furthermore, from the grace of union, we are taught to consider 
Jesus, as the glory of the Scriptures; all the membera bilng their tribute 
unto him, as the esalted bead. If what I have already aimed at proving, 
is. true; that primarily as the head of his body the church, all the pro- 
mis^ were made unto him, all the threatenings fall upon him, &c.; then 
by him we inherit, by him we have atoned ; we claim no good out of him, 
nor will we acknowledge the evil; for as much as in him we have been 
purged.*^ 

On the above we may remark, though not of those who join 
in the hu^ and cry, *' God's truth must be guarded !" — ^that we 
shall be ever found opposed to the adoption of expressions so 
unguarded as these. Our knowledge of human nature teaches 
us tQ kniow, that language and arguments of this description, are 
nqt merely liable so to do, — but have been taken advantage of, 
by those, apparently in a knowledge of the truth, for the indul- 
gence either of carnal conceits, or sinful practices : from contact 
with whom, and the baleful tendencies of their communications, 
may the good Lord deliver us and our pages ! 

In Mr. Kelly's ** Essays on Apostolic Preaching,*' which fol- 
lows, his whole argument is founded on the errooeous principles 
before adverted to; hence at the very commencement he comes 
to this conclusion, — '' All who believed their (the Apostles') tes- 
" timony were thereby assured o/ salvation: there were no such 
'^ doubts as these amongst them then, viz, how dp I know whether 
*^ Christ died for me, or whether I am particularly interested in 
" him, &c." These ♦* queries and criticisms," he snjrs, •' are 
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^' of later date than the apostolic ag^e, and owe their existence to 
*^ the wisdom of this world !'' This short specimen maybe thought 
by some sufficient to stamp the character of ** The Essay," and 
prove it deserving the opinion already expressed; but we must 
not leave it with a partial exposure. On page 84 and 85, is 
Written, 

''-The apostles, as I have biiited^ preached the person of Christ, the 
simple tacts of his death an^ resurrection, as justification and forgiveness 
of sins to the children of Adam. It was enough that their hearers be* 
Heved their report of the crucified one; and, as I observed before, the 
{Persons thus believing never once questioned bat it was for them, because 
liitherto they had not been taught that any were excluded from iL Anti- 
christ had not as yet the boldness to affirm, that there were some amongst 
imiDkind, who, though they heard of the death and resurrection of the 
Lord Jesua, yea, though they believed it, yet had no right to conclude it 
was for them. Nor had he as yet propagated that subtle distinction, 
between the belief of the truth, ana the knowledge of their personal 
interest therein. For in those days of undisguised truth and simpli- 
city, when any. man believed the testimony of the apostles concerning 
JesuSy his heart exulted in the truth, nothing doubtful of his interest 
therein. The belief of the truth, and the purged conscience, were then 
inseparable.^ 

Mr, Kenya's decription of " Antichrist," and its *' sinews,*^ — 
which has attracted the unqualified approbation of some advo- 
cates for gospel truth, is in many places very plausible and most 
imposing. He attaches the term, very justly, to the spirit of 
error which denies to Christ the full honor of perfect and com- 
plete salvation ; which teaches mankind that by the exercise of 
inherent excellency, or innate holiness, they may render them- 
selves worthy of divine favor. But we make our stand, here, 
against his false doctrine. While we give the author credit for 
his description of the character of poor fallen, degraded, aban- 
doned, and lost human nature; (but mortal pencil can never 
sketch it to the life /J we are jealous of the honor due to the 
Lord the Spirit, who ** restores the ruined creature, man," by 
his grace shed abroad and reigning in the heart. We are not 
speaking of the human powers being raised to their ancient 
loveliness ; but of the new faculties, infused by the Spirit of 
holiness, whose influences ever correspond with the nature and 
vigor of their exercise. 

We cannot take room to re-quote from the above extract^ — 
but we confldently appeal, ^rst^ from the argument, '^ it was 
enough that their hearers believed their report of the crucified 
One, &c/' — to the special grace of faith bestowed on the sinner 
at regeneration; and we fearlessly assbrt, that throughout the 
whole, the writer has done despite to the Spirit of grace! What! 
is it enough, merely to believe the report? Yes, we reply,— but 
with this qualification— that if the clangor of the chains of self- 
condemnation do not thrill through the soul, so as to induce the 
effectual cry of living faith ; such belief of the report will in- 
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deed be enough,-— enongh to prove the sod is yet deaf to the 
voice of the heavenly charmer — yea, dead in trespasses and sins ! 
And we appeal from the sentiment, *< When any man believed 
the testimony concerning Jesus, his heart exulted in the truth, 
&c."— to the case of Simon the sorcerer, who believed the re- 
port ^ ** nothing doubtful of his interest therein," and when he 
was baptized^ he continued with Philip, and wondered. He 
also had JOTite regard (this writer has none at all !) for the gift of 
the Holy Ghost; but he was in the gall of bitterness, and in the 
bond of iniquity ! In fact, the whole Essay is opposed to the 
ministrations of the Apostles, and to the recorded and the pre- 
sent dealings of God with his saints. 

We have a word or two for the Editor, who has obtruded this 
new edition into the Church with the fallacious title, " The Be- 
liever's Treasury." However his attempt, in two notes, to qua- 
lify the anti-scriptural notions of The Uniyersalists, may be 
received by others; his efforts will not succeed in blinding the 
spiritual understanding of those who desire to ascribe equal ho- 
nor to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, in the sialvation 
of man. His observation, that " the simple record in the gospel 
is a warrant at all times for the believer to trust to it," is cor- 
rect; but that it is '* sufficient,*^ of itself, to induce the exercise 
of faith, is not so. The word is the means by which the Lord 
the Spirit instructs his people in the knowledge of Christ and bis 
truth ; but that which is only instrumental to spiritual instruc- 
tion, must not take precedence of the Holy Agent. From the 
remark, and the argument attached, we apprehend the Editor is 
an approver of the unscriptural dogmas of the late Mr. Relly. 

Visits to and from Jesus, upon the most interesting occasions, and 
in ike most hallowed moments of Life, By the Rev. Dr, Hawker. 
^ new edition, with the f not corrections of the Author. Palmer, 
Paternoster Row. 

This inestimable little volume has long been before the Church, 
we therefore rejoice that it is found needful to publish a new edi- 
tion. It is out of our power to pass any observation which can 
render it more acceptable to those for whose profit it is written ; 
and its title prevents the necessity of describing its character, to 
such as may not yet have enjoyed the perusal. The soul alive to 
God, whether its spiritual attainments are assimilated to those of 
Paul, when most triumphant, or of Thomas, when most doubt- 
ful, may ruminate here and be profited, — may pay a visit here, 
and fall in with the very best of company. The believer, how- 
ever circumstanced, if favored with a special " Visit from Je- 
sus," may come here, and he cannot fail accompanying the vene- 
rable writer " to Jesus." Or, in coming with him •* to Jesus," 
by the means here pourtrayed, will learn fully whjBit it is to enjoy 
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** Visits yVom Jesus." The most interesting occasions to which 
the child of God is directed, in the commerce he has with his 
Lord, are, his visits to the pardon office, — on the subject of elec- 
tion, and of sanctiiication, — and under bereaving providences. 
The most hallowed moments depicted, are the morning, the 
evening, and the midnight visits to and from Jesus, and the visits 
of Jesus to *^ his sick ones.*' 

May every brother and sister, while contemplating this true 
" treasury" of spiritual subjects, join with us In the fervent 
prayer of the well-known poet:— 

*' O come, thou long-expected gnest, 

Lord Jesus! quickly come; 
Enter the chamber or my breast, — 

Thyself prepare the room." 

Grace Triumphant^ exemplified in the Conversion and . 

lona and lamentable Backsliding^ of WiUiam IViUsy late of , 

in Kent. Written by himself and re-published by Thomas Hardy, 
Leicester, Palmer ^ Paternoster Row. 

To the poor of the Lord's flock, who have been guided by 
the skilfulness of his hands through the thorns and briers of 
temptation and distress; or are now tracing the steps of the 
many who through great tribulation travel on in the wilderness, 
towards the place ti;Aere they would be ; — this simple and homely 
narrative will be really acceptable. The deeply-tried saint, and the 
relumed prodigal, may derive arguments for the encouragement 
and solace of their afflicted souls, in noting a renewed display of 
the restoring grace that healeth their hackslidingSy and in the 
love that is manifested freely. We trust th» further object had 
in view by the worthy Editor, that of producing by the sale of 
the work some * small profit*, for the benefit of the relict and her 
daughter, may be more than realized. 



Sacred Meditations; or Serious Musings. In Rhyme. Written by a 
Female. Palmer ^ Paternoster Row. 

The reader of a collection of what we here modestly called 
** Rhymes," has the advantage of him who takes in hand a long 
prose composition, in as much as with far less difficulty, if he 
approve not of the whole, he may select what is more suited to 
his judgment or inclination. At thisf humble plot if we could not 
with ease gather a bouquet^ we were not long detained in making 
choice of one very sweet^oi&er ;— John xv. 1. 



Thoa beaateoas, tovely Vine ! 

To thee my spirit clings ; 
Let all tliy fruit be mine, 
Which life and comfort brings', 
Thou art the liTing, chosen root. 
Supplied by thee, the branch beers limit. 



Oh! stay my fiiintiug heart. 
With thy blest juices free. 
And constantly impart 
Thy vital sap to me. 
Still all my drooping powers recruit, 
So Shan I blossom and bear fruit. 
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I eome beaMtti tlqrdMMle, 
The balmy coYMt feel; 
Tke woonda whieh fill kas iMde, 
TI17 leases oonqiletety beaL 
'When ntaa does his arrows tboot. 
My apirit fiOntf witbout thy Ihiit. 



Jeaaa* tboabeareBly Vine, 

I'd cloiely twfaie thee roudi 
Uj mnl wvald call thfse mine, 
la thee my froit U fimnd ! 
An that my goilt or woe can aolt, 
Atomngf laactuying fruit. 



LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 

Rev. A. M. Toplady^s Works, a new edition^ io 6 vols. 8vo. 
with a Life of the Author.— -Rev. G. Whitefield's Sermons, a 
new edilioD, complete in 1 vol. 8vo. 

Reflections on the Word of God for every Day in the Year, by 
the Rev. W. Ward, late Missionary at Serampore, a new edition, 
in 1 vol. 12mo. 

Savings Grace, Sovereign Grace, Two Sermons, by the late 
Rev. S. Pike. 

Chambers of Imagery, in the Charch of Rome, Opened ; or an 
Antidote against Popery, by the late Rev. J. Owen, D, D. 

POETRY. 

THE POOR PILGRIM; OR, TO-DAY AND TO-MORROW. 

To-day the Rofferiug saint is sorely tried, 
The rich man's table-cnmbs are him denied ; 
To-morrow be possesses snob a store. 
He hungers for this dying bread no more. 
And deriving io be fed with the crumM which fell from the rich man's table. 

Luke xvi. 21. 
To-day bis common portion is distress, 
Through all his jommey in the Wikkmees; 
To-morrow be is rich beyond com^re. 
And envies not the ricbest mortaPs share* 
Knowing in yaur$elve» that ye have in heaven a better and an enduring sub- 

stance, Heb. x. 34. 
To-day the meanest cot is his abode, 
None know his sorrow, hot himself and God; 
To-morrow he possesses, witli aArprise, 
A glorions honse and mansion in the skies. 
For we knmo that if our earthUf house cf this tabernacle were dissohed^ we 

have a baHding </<Gori, an h»uie not tMde unihhand$f eienud m Vw 

heaven*. 8 Gor. v. 1. 
To-day his feet no resting-place mnst know, 
And all his path is cbequer'd here below ; 
To<morrow finds a blest, a safe retreat, 
To rest his weary head, his hands, and feet. 
And i heard a voice from heaven saying uwto mc, write, blessed are the dead 

which die in the Lord, from henc^orth; yea, saith the Spirit, that they 

may rest from their labours, and their works do follow them. Rev. 

xiv. 13. 

To-day he longs and sighs to be at home. 
Yet often fears thai day will never come; 
To-morrow bis glad pasaport does receive. 
And gains permission this sad world to leave. 
Having a desire to depart and to be wUh Christ, which is far better, Phil. i. 85. 
To-day cast down witli many fears, and sad^ 
As tho' no resting place, nor home he had ; 
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To-morrow all his needless fears subside, 
Safely he lands on Canaan's happy side. 
They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, 
tormented : qfwhom the world was not worthy, Heb. xi. 17. 

To-day unnnmber^d evils make him sigh, 

And tell bis sorrows with a weeping eye; 

To-morrow drys his tears, and ends his grief, 

And brings his soul a long and blest relief. 
And God shaU wipe away all tears from their eyes, and there shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow, nor crying ; neither shall there be any more pain, 
Sfc. Rev. il. 4. 

To-day by frightfnl winds and billows tost. 
On the roogh waves of life's distressful coast; 
To-morrow sees his shatter 'd vessel go, 
In that blest harbour where no winds can blow. 
He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereqfare stUl, then are they 

glad because they be q^et: so he bringeth them unto their desired haven. 

Psalm cvii. %9, 30, 
To-day he sings in monmfal strains below. 
Of that bright world to which he hopes to go ; 
To-morrow does such wond'rous things behold 
As by mere mortil tongue was never told. 
Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart qf man, 

the things which God have prepared for them that love him, 1 Cor. 

ii. 9. 

To-day the darkest paths alone must tread. 

Seldom a ray to cheer his drooping head : 

To-morrow night's dark shades have fled away, 

His sun for ever shines through endless day. 
And there shall be no night there, and they need no candle, neither the light qf 
the sun ; for the Lord God giveth them light, and they shaU reign for 
ever and ever. Rev. xxii. 5. 

To-day his way is hid, he cannot tell 
How all these things can be, and yet be well ; 
To-morrow plainly sees his way's been such, 
He has not had a single grief too much.. 
And he led them forth by the right way, that they might goto a city of habitat 
tion. Psalm cvii. 7, 

To-day does sometimes sip the healing streaa»y 

That flows from th' Throne of God and from the Lamb ; 

To-morrow at the fountain drinks above, 

I<\ill draughts of sweet and never-dying love. 
For the Lamb wkieh is in the midst qf the throne shall feed them, and shall ^ 
lead them unto living fountains <f waters ; and God shall wipe away 
all tears from their eyes. Rev. vii . 17. 

To-day through faith's clear glass can sometimes spy, 
A little glimpse of immortality ; 
To-morrow is himself immortal made, 
And in resplendent, glorious robes array'd. 
For this corruptible must put on ineorruption, and this mortal must put on 
immortality, 1 Cor. xv. 53. 

To-day he longs to be completely blest 
With Jesus, where poor weary pilgrims rest; 
To'morrow angels suddenly descend, 
And bear him safely to bis journey's end. 
And was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom, Luke xvi. 23. 
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SOLILOQUY. 
Jesus ! I love thy life-insptriog mune. 
It of^eti fills qsy sonl with sweetest joy ; 
I vroald that it were ever in my thoughts ! 
Bot, li^e the clouds which hide the radiant son, 
The vile affections of my sinful heart 
Obscure thy beams, and overwhdm my sonl 
With tenfold night. Dear Lord ! dispel the gloom. 
And with effulgent brightness constant shine, 
Where'er I am, till death dissolve the ties 
Which bind me down to earth ; then freed from sin 
And Satan's lores, thon giv'st me ardent hope, 
I shall in thy bless'd presence ever dwell. 
Where uncreated light shall here prevail ! 
No galling reminiscence there, of pains 
And sorrows in the present state endnr'd, 
Can mar the transports which the ransom'd fee). 
In thy bless'd presence, Lord 1 — there, ceaseless songs 
Of encharistic joy, the heav'oly choirs 
Ghaont before thy throne, in dalcet concord, 
With their golden harps ; and I with them. 
Ere long, shall in harmonicas concert join : 
And not e'en Magdalen thy saving love 
Shall loader sing than I, the least of saints. 
Since thon, dear Lord, hast not forgiv'n her more, 
Than thou, through matchless grace, hast me forgiv'n. 

O let thy precious name, Immanuel, 
Be on my heart indelibly impressed; 
Let its lov'd accents dwell upon my tongne, 
And let me lisp it with my latest breath ! 
Thy name is music to my soul ; it sounds 
With vital energy, and thrills my nerves 
With snch extatic bliss, as far excels 
The choices^ harmony of lute or harp- 
How sweetly tuu'd soe'er to mortal sense. 

Bnt earthly strains, from voice or instmment. 
Ne'er me affect, — so deaf my outward ear,— 
But all is well, because it is thy will, 
M^ God, and hence perhaps thy name to me. 
Yields sweeter melody than else it would! J. B— — £ 

THE JOYS OF ANTICIPATION. 



How sweet to feel witliin my breast, 

My blackest sins forgiven; 
Thus sweetly enter into rest. 

The sure f(»«taste of heayen. 

How sweet to look beyond the graye, 
Whnrejoys immortal shine; . , 

And sweet those blessings now to craye 
In Christ my liying yine. 

How sweet to hail that holy rest, 
The pledge whereof is giyen ; 

And sweet to lean on Jmu's breast. 
The sinner*8 only heaven. 

Bat sweeter still to hail the mom 
When heart and flesh shall fhil ; 

TI en sweetly leave a world forlorn, 
* To Uve within the vail. / 

Thns sweetly fly beyond this ctoy 
Of sin and misery. 

And sweetly bask in endless day 
To centre, Lord, in thee. 

London, Jan. 8, 1835. 



How sweet to think this dnst shall sleep 

In silence and repose ; 
Nor would I at the thought once weep, 

For then I qoit my foes. 

How sweet to think, 1 ne'o* shall know 

What sorrow means agafai. 
But every living stream will flow 

With pleasure free firam pain. 

How sweet to think I then shall see 
The ransom'd throng I love ; 

And sweet to know that worthless me 
Shall reign with them above. 

How sweet to think my harp win sound 

Of rich redeeming grace ; 
And sweet to think I ahaU abound 

In smiles firom Jesu's ftee. 

How sweet to think my theme will be, 
Redemption through liis blood ; 

And sweet to praise the eternal Three, 
lie one eternal God. 

S. O. L. 
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ERRATA. 



; 7, line 14, fojr not aU read not at tdh 
155, line 7, for Ulan qf Uz read Friend qfihe Man qf Uz, 
188; line 9, for handed read handled. 

last line bat one, for decrying read detcrtfing, 

305, line 5, for Paren^^ read Parent. 

line 11, for intimately read intuitioely: 

343, line 9, for he see* not the read he sees the. 

366, line 93, for facts read tracts. 

370, 16th line from the bottom, for church a nonentity rend eonsidertd a 

nonentity. 
4th line from the bottom, for acquirements read requirements. 
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